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I John the Baptist

Did lie Ever JJonbt
tho fMivlorP

the Divlno MiMioii of

===JItlilllfI 1

In the Owptl turritlv eancrnln
the lift of John the Impost It IK llalal-
Ihat

l

John on oneoonilon sent oof
hlitll lIdpl tloJMU to uk Him the
quwHlon Alt lliaufc that should come-

or look we for unollwif Upon Ihlt
text sonic have loimtd the opinion that
the mind of John the lUptlM had be-

come
l

ilaikennl M much to that lhe didl

not know hit Jot IH MM the Christ
The writer ditiers from lliln view end
begs to ubnilt sortie of IU reasons for

so doing
In the Tint place the rntenli of Joint

mere both rlghteou before soil It
was tnnounceil to them by in angel
that they hould hue a son In answer-

to their p < nand that this son should
be tIlted with the Italy Christ from the
tint moment of his cxItleiKe-

hen John wo old enough to leave
hit parentt he went Into the desert and
remained there under Hie tuition of
those angelic beings twhone mlulon It

was to instruct him In oil tin divine
mylcrl ol the klncdom of heaven
until tire lull time had come lor hint to-

o forth among the people owl then
the word uf iho ILord conic unto him
In the wilderness that he was to com

nieiice hU mission luymn Repent ye
for Ihe kingdom of heaven llo at hood
reaching this It1s1itisnt of trpemame fur
the rtmlHlon ol sins and no puwerlul
and atttaclho was hUI nieacnlni that

there went out to him alt Iho rc loin
round about Jordan and were Ibtiliaed
by him confessing their slits Me In
formedI time tieiple that another man
wouldI follow him muchI more might
than he who would Ibaptiue then with
Ihe Italy Ghost Summit alter lint Jesus
imrcseiitnit lmiritaelf among Ihe niultuuUe
otis candidate for bipuim but Juhn
said I have morn need to be limimtizeit
of thee unit contest Ithou to me unit
Ictus salil Sullrr It tube a mm ful
thus It Ibecometh U1 lo fulfil ull tighl-
coiuncH Although John know Jo us
before hl bapllim yet them remained
another unit mum powerful testimony
for linn one with which he hiaitI Ibeen-
mnadeocnlualnleilwhiiln In the ttllderneiw-

llIL that when he should Ibaptioc the
Sun of GoI he should we the Holy
Ghost descending front heaven and rest-
Ing upon Him liken dove ao tint no
mistake might occur for John had al-

ready baptized many men and there
was no enleinil itDefence between ICTUS

and others Therefore U was absolUtely
nrctstary that John should have the
meant of knowing him beyond the pus
iibllly of a doubt And Jour beir
record no Ing saw thnimtilnil descend
rig like a dove and It abodeI upon

111mTha harlMC on one occailou asked
loin why he iMptiicd if he was nut the
Unlit 1U aniweietl thisns laying

firm standcth one among you wliom
e kmiow hot tin tin who coming niter

me U Ipteleried bOurn me The next
day JohnIscelh Jesus coming to lmimnmrid

alth llliold time Land ol Gaul wIdth
taketh away the winsl of the world I

knew IHeI should be made iiunlfest tu
Israel thereloio am I como baptizing
with water

Now illIi evident that at this time
thin million of John was oustIng us
close It Is atoms evident that Jesus did
trot connect lilt ministerial labur with
those of John lur the evangelist makti
the statement tInt Jesus was ba Using
at hour near Salem snot Ionic person
brought the Inlornutlun lo JOhn lilt
reply was He mutt Incriusi but I

must decrease He evidently knew
that hit mtMloni was soon to end

Soon slier this Helod told hold on
John and cast htm Into prison Now-
it was told Julio In the piiion time mumbo
that Christ and he sent two of his
illcrli IM fttvlrltf All Ihnil Im th
thould mmumueorbook ue ilor anulhtrr
lIme iiucttlon atiaem here h was
John first Infornuiil Who woo it that
told John In the umlaut this u oik which
Christ dud And why did not John ai
mint teslimony of time tin Why
ihould John alma all ehI7e evidence he
hail lecelted be u necessity ol
sending hu dlsclplea lo JetUJ to sib hit
ibove ijuesllonsr It IIs nut probable timid

John Had lost tIme knowledge he-

Ad received fiom Almighty God eon
cernlnc Jesus Ibeing the Christ The
must rctson ible conclusion time writer
can aYtlve al Is that those men whom
John tent lo JJetus to ask this iquetti-
onc some of his new content which
he had made Juktmev lout lo hit being
cast Into prison hose might be much
who laud ml an acquaintance with
Jetut who hutI seen miracle wrought
1 fur John lId no miracle John knew
that lilt earthly mission was terminal
log sail In order to nave hit new con
vent ham doubt and disappointment
and probably apostasy sent them to
Jesus In order that they might be irene
lilted by time Inlormitlon sought

If Johns could not know Irom nil the
evidence he previuuilj hail recelvui
huw could Ihe accept the statement iii
Ihete disciples on huch an important
mailer And11r these menu dud nut Ii we
a lettimony tlion er than that mdlca
led III the textI vu Hut ol teeing
miracle wrought then the uhole
multitude pretent at the lime lied tie
tame testimony and the itcital ul what
they had teen could net be con
cluihulu John flue mode act mat
tliHu two men had teen a supernatural
phenomenon could he uf but lithe scr
vice lo John II It IIn admitted that
John sent thote mOil lo obtain Inlornu
lion hoc himself It u adm lied Onto thai
all tIne heaenl light he hail received
all the tplrlt I power ol lha which
lie honmnerly IXMUWMCII must hose beui nr
ass llitkerniK wick ready lo be eomimu

ihed hh thin ollllhol gum
Should somrlhn g have ha pencil I

which thoseditci let could not hove
luiiwilto olm to Imiwrl Ihr ruulllll-
Ihtlr

I
visit to Christ then John must

love died without kndwlng whetlar
letui was this Chilli or out and hii-
ioiKlltli ii would have been much more
hopeleu than Ihe iHlnn malefactor
who while Jetus was dying by hu tiiL-
idilretteil Him at IIom and reiuruhmrij
to ube renleintii red when Jetun sliiiu
tome In 1111 ngdom I iirthrim n II
lohn thould Iliavu died without a kuuoi-
edge

l
of thus Important tout thrum he

could not have tterntl life at eteiiui
hlc it obt linul IhioUKh a knottledkeI I ul
God aiHllllnSonJeiuiChtit Uhon-
lo kilo it life uif nul

Another rcaton why do not believe
that JJuhn became darkemd In lila mind

was under the luces ty of Hen dhl
IIhim dimtmimlo to MI IOk iiniiinmumui
for hlniitlf It llm amp sirgii uOmmuuiur

of Jesus himself te tile divinity of
John mission TIme Lord ayt con
cemln beth V 1rel

I soy unto punts

mnonx them that bum uS women
Ihsie hw swat onsets a irtater than john
the Baptist

JJesus declared to Ihe people lhal-
Jonn was more than a propiet In
what raitlcular the tnt ito nut slate
fhe Prophet Joseph Snub in a its

comics deliverdI May 14 1844 touches
upon this subject Alter nanng his
uxt lhi Prophet said someone hd
asked him tile meaning ol the espeeO
lion ot Jesus Among htm Ibum uf
women there DM test ariaui a greale
than John the Hapllt and he said tie

promised to answer u m publIc
sod would do II then It could nut
have beni he said on account of lbs
miraclet he performed for John dud no
miracle tint it wai first become he-
wa nuutl1 with divine mnulon 01

preparing the Way lieluie tIme hare iyi
Ihe Lund Uho was entruite-
dsuchj

whuimI

mlMlun belore or since No-
mnan Seconil He was trasleiamiI

wan reipjiied al Ins hand lu baptlie tIme
times ot Ohio Whoever did thump Who-
ever luau such a treat privilege or
glory hoover led the Son ol Gout
Into thewisieeso f tw irtm twhol nn
IIle II DIY Ghott deicending upon tim
In the sign of a dove No nun Thud
John al HMI time was tine only legal
adminhmalor holding nil the Hey of-

tunaor there was on the enrth Th
Keys thin kingdoni tIme wwer suit
the glory had ueMtleil from the JJews
and hahn the ion 7achaiia by thu
authority and decree ot Heaven held
thin kcji of lower at that litmus

Jesus In alludingl lo lime prophecies
that a inejieiiger mould be tent belure
tIme hare ol tile Lord tu isrIriuIJway limo urt Ihlt I
time evangelui says that they the peo
pie Ia lined OoO being Uplueil with
the iMplism ol Jonn aUo mat the
Iliarlteet and lawera rtjecleI the
couiuel of God thenmelves
being bapiUnU oar ulin

rum time loregoing we Infer that Cod
luau counseled the iwple lo be tup
mil with the baptitni of John other-
wise they cuuU nut have rejicted the
counsel Fho announcement ol the
Angel Gabriel lu ichaiiaa wa thaI

He thall In lira slain ol lime
Lord ami hell thall be lllleTT with the
Holy cvont even Irom nil mother
womb And many ul time children oh
ItHel thall he Hun lo Hie lor heirGuI And he thall 10 beluie Him In
ire tpini and power ol That IIn turn
Ihe hearts of the fathers Inline childie
and he disobedient to Ihe ItUuni ol thin
J utl lu nuke ready a people prepaie
ur lira Itord The prupimy of
ichailat was And thou child h1l1be

railed thin IruplKt of time tHoliest lur
lhuu ih11 lu before the Uc ul hue
Lord lo prepare IHit way

Alt tettlly to Ihe reitnett of John
and there is not out lenience winch
ariurds the tllghtetl reason to Ibelieve
Hut he became darkene In lilt mind
or tout the iwkdge that Jeiiit was
time ChI hIts thin day tint aewaa
beheaded he lurid the keys ol his Iciest
hoodl lie mimI It hhlll tIme veil Iron
the diy ol his mailyrdom which Is be
IIved to hose oecuuoj about mae year
99 A I1k mid conferied lion M w 11
1019 eighleen bundled years Oldup njuseh

J Smith IndUltcrLowdery
See Uoctrine and LotenanK becilon 11

Alter what hat been produced in
livor ol loIn tIme lljptlsl and lo weaken
Ihe unlatorable imprcttioit retaidmg
lilt fidelity tIme writer can only appcn
lo reavm anil sound Judgment am l
klndl til those who dill r with him In
theory to nyc Ihe subject the candid
anil prateilul attention and simiuih I any
tight have been thrown upon the suj
JJd let i lie lonur Iheieul Ibe aicribed-
to Hie great louatam ol Intrllifrnce
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EELR10I1 BAKERY

No IO Cant Temple St

FRESH BREAD

n nUNS CAKES +
AND CRACKERS

PURE CANDIES GROCERIES ETO-

inlltrcnpp Crackers a Specialty
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