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EDITORIALS.

THE OPIUM TRADE.

—

THE Chinese Government is mak-
ing a new attempt to suppress the
trade in- epium, A similar eflort
several years ago, cost the Celestial
Emgire, very dear, England, that
particularly Christian and proselyt-
ing mation, crammed opium down
the throats of the Chinese by the
force of powder and ball, and sent
missionaries to convert them to the
doctrines of the Bible, and at the
same time ships of war to batter
down their ports and spread death
and destruction, in order that the
might compel a sure market for the
opium produced in her Indian pos-
geesions, .
China lost much blood and trea-

sure in resisting the pious inten-

tious of her powerful missionary
antagonist, but the injuriesreceived

in the Flowery Kingdom from the

viler-habit which has grown upon

its people, ruining thousands upon

thousands, and entailing upon

their posterity a devouring appetite
for-the drug as a deathly heritage,
liad been far more disastrous than
the attack upon her material inter-
eats. : _

1t- is probable that the Chinese
Government may be more success-
ful’ in the new crusade against
opium than the last.” In the first
place England has the prospects of
a fiest class war staring them in the
tace; which threatens Ue engross
her atteution and demand all ber
available resources. In the second
place there is now a market in lIuo-
aia for most of the opium produced
there, and what is not consumed of
the rest, in Europe, finds ready sale
in America. The commercial mo-
tive for the last war waged by
F.ngland against China does not
now exist, and Russia is claiming
all the attention that Great Britaiu
cafr at present afford to turn in the
direction of hestilities.

It is a matter of great regret that
opinm eating has become a fixed
habit with a large number of peo-
ple in the United States, and is
now one of the regular vices of this
fast and nervous nationality, The
annual importation of the drug in
this country reaches the enormous
amount of 2,589,924 383 grains,
Supposing one-fifth of this 1s used
for medicinal purposes, this leaves
2 071,939,507, for the opium chew-
ers and smokers, or about
5,950,520 grains ¢ per 'day. But
some estimate the gunntity used as
medicine at only five per eent of
the whole amount imported. ' This
would leave the quantity annually
consumed for the gratification of an
injurivus habit at the enormous
fizure of 2, 459,428,164 grains. .

4f the pernicious habit continues
to grew upon the people, the gov-
ernment of the United States will
find it necessary, before long, to
gull a leaf out of tbe book or the
laws of the barbarians and take ef-
feetual mealls for the suppression
of the vice. In China the cultiva-
tion of the poppy is 10 be prohibit-
ed, and all officials who counte-
nence the sale or preduction of the
drug are to be punished with heavy
penalties, Of course a republic can-
‘not establish such severerestrictions
as are possible in a despotic govern-
ment. But it appears to us that by
taxation or some stringent regula-
tions, the trafil¢ in and the con-
sumption of the drug might be
regulated that the growing infatua-
tion for the deadly opiate may be
held in check, and much evil be
thereby prevented. Thisisa sub-
ject which will yet engage the at-
tention of statesmen and philan-
throphists, with interest: little. less
than that which is now caused by
-the temperanc equestion.

I
501

——— - -

THE “GHOST” HUMBUGS. |

THE “materializing mediums” are | P

coming to grief. A couple of tﬁgge*

frauds were exposed at Caoicago.on {

Wednesday last, and a “spirit face” L
‘was seizad by a ‘press reporter, who |
was sworn at by the ghost for his |
officiousness, and met with materi-
al resistance. A short timeago Dr
_Huntoon,” 'who was endorsed by
‘the Raligio-Philosophical Journal

sd |-

the worst fiends of the infernal re-

1del and revolutionary in the ex-

made a econfession showing the
modus operandé of the business.
Mr. G. M. Jackson, the gentleman

who was the means of these disclo-
snres, captured another great hum-
bug by the name of Jennings, who
had turned many people half crazy

|

test seance took place in Mr. Jack-
son’s residence in St. Louis and pro-
ceeded . smoothly eonough till “the
close of the performance, when a
tull blaze of gas wassuddenly turned
on, Jenmings geized and exdmined,
in spite of his ‘fassistant,” who
declared it was dangerous, as he
was “in a trance,” and the fine
muslin,elastic faces,and other para-
phernalia with w‘lﬁic many intel-
ilgent persons, had been deluded
into seeing their dead friends, were
found under his shirt front Drl
rapped around his waist, Jenn-
wings owned up and made a clean
breast of it. Among the properties
of the business were some red mos- |
quito bar, a small French harp to
make “spirit musie,”" a tinsel gilt
band to represent bracelets, some
gauze, ete, - | ]
The right way with these swin-
dlers is the Epglish metbod. They
should be prosecuted for obtaining
money under faise preteuces. They
inflict great damage on the public
mind, and exposure in the public
prints is ‘not enoughj they should
be punished with the utmost rigor
of the law. :
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NOTHINGISM.

TuE Communist movemernt in this
country is the counterpart of the
Soeialist organization in Germany,
both of which are represented in
an exaggerated manner by the Ni-
hilist combination in Russia. The
latter is the very extreme of the
radicalism and infidelity which are
gradually spreading’through all civ-
ilized countries, and undermining
the foundations ofesociety. It is the
culmination and sequence of what
is mis-called *“liberalism.” 3

thing.” The Russian ‘‘reformers”
are called ‘‘Nihilists,” because they
propose the destruction of all ‘gov-
ernment, national, 1ocal, or social,
and of all creeds, forms and cere-
monies, without substituting any-

with his supposed necromiancy. A |
| sueh bondage in this Chureh as isas- |

5

| reason and scripture is incorporat-|. 1r marriage isa religious ques-
The fultitment | tion, polygamy as well as monog-

Nilhil is the Latin name for ““no-|

the unreflecting condition required
by a priesthood that claimed te do
all the thinking for them. - -
This statement has some truth in
it, 8o far as the ‘condition of many
seceders frem this Church is con-
cerned. But the reasons given for’
that lamentable condition are
entirely ineorrect.  'There is no

sumed by its opponénts. Allthe
members of the Church are en-
couraged to think and act for them-
selves, the free agency of man being
one of its prominent tenets, and the
doctrine of individual aceounta-
bility being taught in the plainest
manper by _its. ministers, The
very  object of priesthood is

The “Mormons’ advance no new
idea when they claim marriage to
be a .part of their jreligious: creed.

| is a fortunate man. And taking the

%ift.a received while he was in of-
fice, and the presents he has ac-

All gects have,until'very ae:anuy,
maintained the same position, and
the Catholic and Episeopal church-
es to this'day regard matrimony &
essentially a religious ordinance,
| It may be said that none of them
permit plural 'marriage, which the
“Mormons’” make ! part of theix
faith ' and practice. That may be
trie, but it does mot affect the
question. If marriage is essential-
ly a religious rite, as we elaim, and
in which the great bulk of Chris-
tendom supports us, the guestion
of ene wife or mmany is only
dental to the main point. If mar-

to bring every individual into per-
sonal communpion with his Maker,
and develop in bhim, to the fullest
perfection all the faculties of his
being, physical, intelléctual, and
spiritual, that he may understand,
act, and-be saved and exalled for
himself. |

The reaso
apostatize from
faith generally beco

n why persons ' who
the “Mornion”’

me -infidels, is
because they have weighed the va-
rious religions of the world and
found them all wanting, when
compared with the system vulgar-
ly ealled ““Mormonism.” In this
system are to be found every doc-
trine and ordinance and blessing
and gift, taught in former times by
those whom the various sects of
Christendom claim to have been
inspired. Everything in those
sects that will stand the test of

ed in thissystem.

pel taught by Jesus of Nazareth and
his Apostles may be epjoyed in
this Church.
erful spiritual influencé connected
with it, that every member may
partake of, and which is as real as
the warmih and light of mnatural
sunshine, Liab

It from any cause-—sin of omission
or commissien, the conviction of

l

of every promise made in the gos-|amy comes under church j

riage is & anatter of religion, the
regulation’ of it pertains to the
churches and not to the State. The
constitution is not only silent upon
the” marriage question, buatl it
prohibits any . interference with
religion in any manner whatever.
And the fact that marriage was
considered a religious ordinance by
the pilgrim fathers, and those pious
people who laid the foundations of
our government,-shows a wvery
powerful reason why it is not al-
luded to in the “palladivm of our
liberties;” for, having suffered from
religious intoleration, its heroic
framers determined that in this
land of freedom every person should

believe that religion which recom-
mended itself to his soul, without
hindranece from any secular power
or governmental autherity.

_ urisdic-
tion, and the right or wrong of
either is doetrinal and for ecelesias-

There i3 a most pow- | tical decision.’ This is the position

we take, and this is a valid reason
why the Constitution is silent on
the subjeet.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

the truth of this work—amounting
to positive certainly. fades away
from the soul, it becomes untrust-
ful in any religious organism or
preacher. The seceder, losing faith
in that which he knows is superior
to any other religious system, loses
faith in all. ILf he joins either of
them he knows he 18 a hypocrite
and a deceiver, He is satisfied that
if there is anything at all in the
Christian religion it is embodied in
““Mormonism,” and turning from
that he 'cannot consistenlly em-

thing in their places. Ferfect free-
dom from all restraint of every kind
is their ideal of liberty, and instead
of it they establish simply nothing.

This seems incredible to those
who have reflected at all upon the
needs of sociely. Bul it really ap-
pears to be the aim of the Nihilists

to reduce all things to chaos. No
law, no religion, no family, no gov-
ernment, no -anything in the
shape of authority. Yet the very
existence of the Nihilist society is
a proetest against and a refutation
of their theories, ‘Without organiza-
tion it could have no existence;
without rules and regulations it
would be powerless: and without
leaders clothed with executive au-
thority its members could aceom-
plish ‘nothing. Butitis organized
systematically, with stringent
laws and auathoritative officers,
and its edicts are executed even
unto death. It is so ‘extensive and
powerful as to give real cause for
alarm to the Russian government,
and diligent measures are adopted
for its repression and extinction.
The spirit’ which prompts these
movements comes from beneath.
[t is the genius of destruction.
Envy, malice, revenge and hatred
are its natural emanations; arson,
pillage, bloodshed and murder
are its objects. It exhales
the -breath of hell, and would
fill the world with woe and
darkness. l.eftto itself, to spread
and stretigthen its hold on foolish
mortals, it would defy heavenand
make war on earth, give place to

gions and turn this planet into a
andemonium.

It has been' remarked by anti-
“Mormons’’ that apostacy from the
GMermon? Church tends in this
direction. ‘That it naturally makes
meén Nihilists. That when they
revolt from the rule of the priest-
hood, they go to the oxtreme of
unbelief and rebellion against all
autbority. That they become infi-

treme. The cause of this is said to
be a reaction from the servility

as A slate-writing medium of, the
rit class, was exposed

|
and

with which they stooped to the

brace any of vhe bhollow creeds of
man’s invention. This is why se-
ceders from this (Church become in-
fidel in their notions, and like a

or compass they are adrift, tossed
to and fro by contrary winds: of re-
ligion, politics, social theories and
new fangled schemes, never an-
choring 1n any peaceful harbor.
They are as nearly Nihilists asany-
thing, and are in that dreadful con-
dition described in scripture as
“without God in the World.”;

* 1

TUTION.. .

THE question has been asked, why !
no mention of or allusion to thel
subject of marriage is made” in the
Constitution of the Wnited States.

bark upon the sea without rudder

| touch plants or :
| desire to live, as it is sure death to

MARRIAGE AND THE CONSTI- vegetation.

We hope the following lines of
Defoe’s will not apply to any of the
settlements of Utah:

Whenever God erects a house of prayer,
The Dev!l always bullds a chapel there;
And "twll be fecundyupon examination,
I he latter has the largest cougregation.
It is said that Ingersoll, the un-
believer, wept ata concert recently
on bearing Lotta sing ‘‘The sweet
by and by.” Robert should have
saved his tears, he doesn’t believe
there is any “by and by” either
sweel or bitter. -
Apropos of the ‘*“full dress'’ style
of  ball :costume,” a gentleman
who attended a full dress party
with his wife in Paris lately was
called Adam. On asking the rea-
son he was told it was because his
wife’s dress so much resembled
Eve's. - - ¢ 7

_To destroy weeds fn garden walks
sprinkje with a fine-rosed watering
pot a solution of carbolic acid, in
the preporiion of a guarter of a
ound to four gallons of ‘water.
Take care that the liquid does not
: rass which you

' Bikuben looks much betler this
week. Our hints have been taken
in good part, and the paper.pre-
sents'a very creditable appearance.
Our Seandinavian friends need an
organ of their own, and we hope

!

Seeing that itis a matter of nation-
al concern, and is considered to be
a civil contract, why did not the
framers of the supreme law of the
landlay down some provision af-|
fecting that which lies at the foun-
dation of civilized society? |
The answer is, that at the time
when that instrument was framed,
marriage was nok considered to be
a mere civil contract. The fathers
of our country would have been
scandalized at the idea of divesting
matrimony of its sacred character,
and bringing it down to the level

of & business bargain. It is
only of late years that such

notions have obtained in relation
to that which was formerly es-
teemed as a sserament by the ma-
jority of Christian people, and as
a holy and religious rite, by the
rest. Until a few years ago mar-
riage could not be celebrated in
England except by an authorized
minister of the gospel, and most
people belonging to the warious
religious denomisations in, both
hemispheres now eonsider the min-
istration of the priest or pastor ne-

{

they ‘will patronize and sustain the

inci- |

’T

have the right to practise as well as |

W?Wd since he got out of office, his
collection will amount to a very
considerable sum in value.

. 'TheFlorida confessions it appears,
are to be made the subject of Con-
gressional investigation. This will
make things very unpleasant for
.Hﬁ.‘f.ﬁﬂsh it is doubtful whether
anything more than exposure of
villany will be the result. The
Electoral Com decided the

ecLora 1 mission
question of the pmllfﬁa 'y, and, in
ﬁ'ar party

honor, it seems that ne

can reopen it. However, there isno

rule todetermine hu#'&ﬁl&l‘pﬂ-’

ties will act under any given cir-
istances. Read the telégrams

eum |
ofthe proceedings in the House.

. Beveral deaths 'have ré?n_tlj' oc-
curred from eating pork ' infested
with trichina. This is bad enough.
But the New Jersey people are
terribly exercised over-the diseo-
very that a similar parasite to that
which makes some pork go disgust-
ing and unhealthy, exists in their
favorite fish, the shad. KExperi-
ments, however, have proven that
whether in pork or fish, if Emperly- |
cooked, the trichina perish by the
action of heat. That is some conso-
lation. ~But who wants to eat
States pork, anyhow? |

They have a short and cheap
method with horse thieves in Tex-
as. A rdncher who had offered a
reward for the recovery of aspan of
horses, recently received the ani-
mals with a bill itemized as fol-
lows: Catching thief, $1; acting
sheriff, acting lawyer, acting judge,
50 cents each; couviction of
thief, 50 cents; rope, $1; making
hangmans knot, 25 cents; for
heavy weight on light end of rope,
75 cents; paid man for 15 days’
work delivering stock, $15. This
style costs less and accomplishes
more than the method in vogus in

thﬂ??rpﬂf tq;f -

"~ Bome time ago the crew of a ves-
sel laden with Java coflee, were
seized with 'a deadly sickne<s, and
it was supposed that the coffee had
something to do with the malady.
But medical testimony went against
that theory, and the idea was
scouted. | Now another ship with
Java coffee has arrived at New
York with a similar affiiction
among the crew, and the sailors
think that the doctors don’t know
anything about it. Btill it is not
proven that the affliction proceeds
from the coffee, nor that the Java
variety ‘hias peculiar unhealthy
qualities.
——————————

Utah Apples.

The Prairie Farmer, of the 4lh
inst has the following:

The Utah Pomologist calls-attens
tion to two seedling apples origin-
ated at 8t. George, Utah, that have
borne the test of several years there
successfully,” They are, “Higgins

|

L

| red winter” and “Orton’s winter

seedling,” both large, fine looking

| and long keepers. The first is de-

scribed as large, ovate, all over
deep red,'tough skin,flesh yellowish
white, rich, juicy, crispand almost
sweet, and even there in that hot
climate when other apples, as Spit-
zenberg, and white winter Pear-
main are all gone, this is in fine

efforts of their countrymen to Sup- | gound condition and free from

ply them with good reading matter
in their own Janguage. Saccess to
B‘ikﬂbﬂﬂ. ' I

The Religious Herald makes the
following exeellent suggestion  to
folks who delight in hapnging up
mottoes in, the house: . ‘It is all

well enough to hang up a chromo, |

with ‘God Bless our Home’ ob it,
in the parlor or sitting-room, but it
will do mo barm to help on the
matter by a little less fretling in

sshriveling, Tree, an upright brisk

grower, fruitful, 'bearing annual
;:mpa and coming early into bear-
ng-.-.-i: kadt 1%) |
*Orton’s winter seedling’ grows
fruit a size larger, with red cheeks
and splashes on a greemish-yellow
gkin, nearly round and smocth,
thick skin, flesh yellowish white—
a pleasant sub-acid, similar to
Peck's pleasant annual prolifie,

heavier and Keeps much like the

the kitchen and nuzsery.” . |

Russia has “‘struck oil.” 'I‘jz:m'
wells are on the western shore of
the Caspian Sea, and American ar-
tizans bhave been engaged by St,
Petersburg merchants to proceed

| thither and bring forth the petro-|

leum. ' Machinery for drilling and
sinking . wells ,has been purchased
at Pittsburg. A tariff of $3.50 per
barrel on foreign oil has been im-

Higgins,
The other day such a beautiful
young lady, eyes like midnight,
hair like the raven’s wing; brow
like alabaster, lips like eoral, purse
like an overland mail pouch, went
into a Jefferson street dry goods
store and asked to see some corn-
colored silk., 'I'ne youngest clerk

limped painfally behind the coun-
ter and handed her down a piece of

o 11

pesed.soas to protect the home pro-
ductionJ B an ' o4

The Sultan ‘gave General Grant,
while in Constantinople, the choice
of a horse among a stud of beauties-
He picked out a fine dapple gray
which was splendidly attired an

cessary to the proper performange.

bondage of the Church, and from |

of the ceremony.

presented. The animal has to be

1forwarded to this country. Grant

gcarlet. ‘I said corn-colored;” she
I'mfurmured. The young salesman
hesitated and fidgeted. ¢ Well, by
dad,” he execlaimed, “that’s the
revailing cdolor of my corns.” And
y the time the proprietor could
hurry over to see w hat was the mat-
ter, she was out of the door an
half a block away. - -




