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beloved hearers I1 have greatly re-
joiced with you during the sittings of
tins conference yesterday and this
morning in the very preprecious610 us instruc-
tions that have been given totousu I1irealreal-
ize that they have been the dictation
of the holy ghost unto us and my soul

hwhas been feasted therewith we have
had a blessed variety of instructions
given to us of many things both tem-
poral and spiritual

inasmuch as you are in thehet habit of
raising up yourYOUr hands twice a year to
sustain me as the historian of the
church and are liable to be called upon
to do the same thing again before this

I1 leelfeel withcloses impressedconleconferencerence
the importance of presenting toito you

thoughts lorfor consideration whichsome
ap
somepertainappertain to that part of the labor in

that of historianwhich I1 am engaged
ethere is a great work devolving upon
ghods people in their daily life in the
organization which has been set forth
to us this morningJ an important fea-

ture of that work is the keeping of the
acred records otof the church this in-

volves comethsomethinging more than is generally
acmcontemplated by thosethe who are called
tabea tap secretsecretaries and recorders

wish call the atten-
tion
ildaff the church I1 to

bf this congregation to a considers
tana of this subject a few minutes this

ming but before proceeding further I1tsdesireire to read a lewfew sentences otof sacred
ant beginning with genesis second

apter audand ath verse
of the heavenstheae are the generations

and0I1 of the earth wwhenhen they were created in the
day that the lord god made the earth and the

heavens
pearl of great price edition 1888

aftV T7
f the lord unto moses saying behold

a2 1 revealleveal unto you concerning this heaven and
write the words which I1 speak

page 26

and then beganbegan these men to call upon the
name of the lord and the lord blessed them
apaand a book of Bemmbrance was kept in the

in the of adamwhich11 was recorded language
for waagn unto las many as upon
god to write by the spirit of inspiration and by

kem theirthear children were taught to read sadand
litecate lowinghsving a language whichaich was pure andd

I1

i oma armpriesthood whichI1 was in 0iameriAalbe
pr
mew

p
a

addray
apat ol01 tk awlww

ak
al

moved upon by the hoholyly ghost and a genea-
logy was kelkeptp t of the cchildren of god and
this was the book of the generations of adam

enoch in the seventh generation from
adam who lived and built themhd city of
zion has left on record the following
page 31

the heavens hebe made the earth is hisbis foot
stool and the foundation thereof is his behold
he laid it an host of men hathbath he brought in
upon the face thereof and death hathbath come
upon our fathers nevertheless we know them
and cannot deny and even the first of all we
know eeven adam for a book of remembrance
we have written among us according to the
pattern given by the finger of god and it is
given in our own language

these extracts wwhichaich I1 am now read-
ing are from a revelation which the god
of heaven has given to us through the
prophet joseph smith which he received
soon after the organization otof Churchthe
in 1830 and which are found in the
pearl of great price I1 quote from the
latest edition published in 1888 inin this
city

further scripture concerning this
superlatively important subject may be
found on pages and of the book
of mormon the lord said to nephi
about years before his incarnation
book olof mormon sad nephi chapter
29 verses I1111211il122

for I1 command all men both inin the east and
in the west and in the north and in the south
and in the islands of the sea that they shall
write the words which I1 speak unto them for
out of the books that shall be written I1 will
judge the world every man according to their
works according to that which is written for
baholabehold I1 shall speak unto the jews and they
shall write it and I1 shall also speak unto the
Nep hites and they shall write it and I1 shall
also speak unto the other tribes of the house
of israel which I1 have led away and they
shall write it and I1 shall also speak unto all
nations otof the earth and they shall write it

in fulfillfulfillmentmerit of his promise that he
would speak unto the jews and that they
should write it we have that precious
book the bible his promise to speak
to the Nephites and that they should
write iir is also fully made manifest in
the coming forth of the plates contain-
ing the book of mormon

with a fulfillment of these prophecies
so perfectly before us we may with en-
tire confidence expect the fulfillment of
that part which relates to the tribes of
israel which he has led away and also
that which relates to all nations of the
earth

apinagain on page
behold sal things are written by the father

therefore gh t of the books which shall be
writtenritten shall the world be judged

in most beautiful harmony with thebeit

daes the prophet malachiMalach sayisay
ter

then muaifietibey thatt 4 theate lord ke often
0 W laha the lordrd hearkeneded andd

heard it and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared the
lord and that upon his name

from the word of god we see that in
the early ages of the world soon after
its creation that wonderful prophet
enoch was deeply impressed with the
importance of a book of remem-
brance 0 being kept in which was con-
tained the record of the generations of
adam

not only were enoch and his contem-
porariesporaries interested in this but it appears
that the lord was interested and pro-
bably commanded it to be done for the
prophet states that to as many as called
upon god it was given to write by the
spirit of inspiration and by this spirit oiof
inspiration in their parents they were
taught to read and write the pure and
perfect language which god hadbad given
to their great latherfather adam so that thethey
kept a genealogy of the children of god
and this was the book of the genera
eions of adam

that it was the design purpose and
commandment of god that a good faith-
ful record olof adams descendants should
be kept is unquestionably true seeing
that the greatest of all the antediluvian
prophets has left oh record that a book
of remembrance we bave written among
us according to the pattern given by
the finger of god

having now obtained some slight idea
of the significance attached to record
keeping in ante veluvian times let us
see if the people since the flood have
entertained similar ideas on this import-
ant subject

noah gives us no account of having
preserved a history otof the creation or otof
the church organization building of
Etienochsochs city zion and its translation
nor of the persecutions otof the
righteous by the wicked ddaring
that time but the fofollowingHowing from
abraham the friend of god and father
otof the faithful who lived in the tenth
generation about years after the
flood has found its way down to us

he says pages 45 50
1 I sought for the blessings of the fathers and

the right whereunto I1 should be ordained to ad-
minister the same having been myself a followfollow-
er of righteousness and desiring to
receive instructions and to keep the command-
ments of god I1 became a rightful heir a high
priest holding the right belonging to the
fathers it was conferred upon me from the
fathers it came down from the fathers from the
beginning of time yea even from the beginning
or before the foundations of the earth to the
present time even the right of the first born on
the first man who is adam or first father
through the fathers unto me

1I sought for mine appointment unto the
priesthood accordingg to the appointment of
god unto the fathers concerning thetee seed

BY this I1 n
thit agamagot


