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houses and mounds thickly covering
an area of twenty four miles this
waswaa in a part of the country five days
ride on horseback from the railroad

the book of mormon III nephi 8 9
and 10 chapters gives an account of
many cities that wirewe re destroyed at
the crucifixion of the savior a few of
which are being discovered occasion-
ally by scientific explorers in south
america central america and north
america

the work of the lord is progressing
and people are becoming more and
more interested in this great latter
day work

our sunday schools are one of the
important features since june 5
1897 1I have organized eleven sunday
schools in this the middle benutennesseecoee
conferencecornference with from twenty to sixty
livefive members enrolled in each

the ten book of mormon charts that
were presented to us by the deseret
sunday school union have been re-
ceived and we highly appreciate the
same and in behalf of our sunday
schools we tender a note of thanks for
them

there are three or four other places
where sunday schools can be organ
teed as soon as we can get around to
liked

we remain your brethren in the gos-
pel of peace

JOHN L BENCH JR
suptbupt of S S in middle tenn con

ROBERT QG LOWEaaaaen suptbupt
mission address smyrna rutherf-

ord co tenn

ITEMS FROM IDAHO

parker fremont co idaho
march 1910 1898

we have had the mostmoet favorable win-
ter herehare ever known since the settle-
mentjentofof this place we have not had
one severe or lengthy wind storm up to
date we have had fewer warm spells
than usual and one cold spell when
the thermometer registered 38 below
zero there has been much canyon
work done since the first snow in get-
ting out firewood saw timber house
logslogo poles etc our meeting house 51
feet long 21 feet wide and 16 feet to
square tois fast nnearingearing completion
whitewashing and inside painting will
finishfoniah it

I1 am pleased to say we have one of
the best choirs in the snake river val-
ley under the able direction of brother
ernest bramwell there are five sun-
day schools in this ward which are
numerously and punctually attended
we also have four district schools one
of them graded with the limits of this
ward a number of studentsto attending
the bannock stake academy and a few
the 13 Y academy and the B Y col-
lege

owing to the large amount of plowing
that was done last fall we are antici-
pating a much larger and better ma-
tured grain crop the coming season
ourur farmers are feeling encouraged as
the advanced price of all the cereals
hasbas enabled them to liquidate a great
part of their indebtedness

the area benefitted by
Is steadily increasing as other canals
are being taken out sub irrigation laJA

detrimentaldetrimentaltoto our most valuable foragetpcrop lucern but beneficial to most
therother crops though a system of drain-

age will doubtless be necessary in or-
der to regulate andabd control the water
supply and facilitate the early ripening
orrf the grain the cereal crop of 1897

nearly reached bushels tpin what
was formerly known as egin which
now embraces hiatt egin parker st
anthony countycoun ty seat upper basand
creek and arcadia

the health of the people hashaa been un-
usually good some cases of measles
lately only one death during the year

that of miss nancy thornton aged 15
years

the old folks including all over
60 were given a dinner and sociable in
the mee taing house on the ath dinst
beginning at 1130 am and continuing
until about 4 pm the veterans to the
number of fifty enjoyed themselves in
the exchange of experiences and remi-
niscencenis cence the quantity and quality of
the viands spread out were a source of
delight and surprise and if cheerfulness
is an aid to digestion that meal was
readily assimilated while the atten-
tion paid to the wants and comfort of
the company by the various subcom-
mittees was gratefully appreciated
after dinner a short program was ren-
dered by the old people consisting of
songs speeches readings etc assist-
ed by the ward choir and the st an-
thony brass band

A noteworthy feature of the enter-
tainmenttainment was the beautiful tribute of
praise rendered to the fatfathershersi and
mothers assembled for their endurance
and integrity by our worthy bishop
E as2 carbine in orar short but touching
speech

toethe house was tastefully decorated
and a beautiful banner faced the en-
trance bearing the inscription god
bless our fathers and mothers

the committee brothers J S rudd
W L flint M H harmon and sisters
J H mangum and J E remington
with their efficient aides are entitled to
great praise for the able and thoughtful
manner in which they performed their
duties for the occasion was thoroughly
enjoyable from beginning to end

we have in the parker ward sister
delia carbine aged 96 peter midwestMed west
97 edward davenport 76 also eigh-
teen between 600 and 70 and twenty five
between 6050 and 60 our reverend patri-
arch arza E hinckley and wife of
rexburgRexburg were of the visitors and
guests

may our heavenly father grant us
vianymany happy returns of the day

JAMES H MASON

GOSPEL TRUMP IN KANSAS

spirey kingman county kan
march 18 1898

at the conference held in st john
kansas torfor the benefit of elders trav-
eling in this state of kansas I1 waswag re
appointed to travel with my first and
only domcompanionpanion wm spellman of po-
catello idaho

the county assigned us was king-
man a county of no small size being
24 by 36 miles since my entrance upon
my missionary labors many things
have I1 learned I1 have learned one
grand lesson never putut off till to-
morrow what you canJao0 today had
I1 followed this but partiallyp tally my posi-
tiontioni would Phavee been less embarrassing
well do I1 remember the often prepresentedse anted
opportunities that I1 have let slip by
in which I1 could have better prepared
myself torfor defending the gospel

I1 recollect the first appearance I1
made before the public I1 wanted to
tell them what I1 heard my father tell
the saints at home but I1 knew com-
parativelyively little about the bible
which only made my position the more
deplorable but I1 resolved that very
night to study to fast and to pray that
I1 might be prepared to defend the
cause of truth and righteousness I1
knew some thing mormon from a
mornionmormon standpoint today I1 know it
from a bible standpoint

shortly after entering kingman
county we wendedbended our way to a little
railroad town by the name of cunning-
ham generally we go to the county
seat first but this was canvassed the
first thing to do was to see the directors
to obtain their consent to use the
schoolhouse we went to one of the
main men of the town and asked for
his consent he would not sayaay yes or
no but tomtold us the christian or camp

bel lites had possession of the building
and that we would need to see themwe did so but to our surprise he hadbadtold us something untrue we returnedto the office and inquired for the othersother
directors he wrote a note and sealed I1

it up we took the note and handed
it to the man he directed us to HOW
ever the man was being a good reader I1

too unable to read the letter boheso he
handed it to us to read here it tais I1

f

these mormonscormons want to use thithe
schoolhouse to preach in you can do asan 1

you please but I1 am not in favor of itmyself 1

many little tricks are played on no 1
like this one evening we weft
holding meeting in the north rochester I1

schoolhouse I1 was doing the talltalkingding
this night but as we had been atal
gether for an hour it was time to close i
the meeting when the people saw we
were going to stop they spoke
go on we can stay here till 2

in the morning to hear that many orof
the men offered their coats to make
beds for the babies we are hamhaving
very good meetings and often find awatt
cere investigators we have been toan
kingsman county six months now and
expect to add several to the fold in omhe
near future many are convinced otef
the truthfulness of our message abul of
the divinity of the book off mormon
but the name mormon tois a to
them C W GOODLI

ak SUNDAY SCHOOL

notwithstanding ththe very disagree-
able weather there was a good A fr
endance at the sunday school union

meeting held monday evening mafdiblaugh
21 1898 in the fourteenth wardi

rooms all the city
were well represented except thothe
fifth eighth twentieth and
third the following country I1

were also well represented
branch of south
cannon east jordan east mill creek
farmersFanners forest dale herrimanHerrl man MW
creek sandy south cottonwoodCotton woot
south jordan sugar wilford

the excellent singing exercises wertifft
rendered by the sunday school cag
dren of the twenty second ward ftbranch school under the direction ofcc
brother wmwin M claydon

superintendent thoothoe c griggs pre-
sided prayer was offered by
in nels nelson of the sweaty
second ward branch school

after the opening exercises superia
griggs stated that in the matter

of holding sunday school
meetings which have heretaheretoforefore bete
held the sunday following the union
meeting it was felt that there Wwaa
more leisure on the first sunday actft
the month to hold the teachers rnmeet-
ings and it was advisable on thin ac-
count to make the holding of teachers
meetings general on the first sunday
in the month meetings of the oft lefts
and teachers should be held regularlyaftevery month

the meeting then divided Ininto the
several departments and appropriate
instructions were given in each pr
nicular stress was placed upon the
great necessity of thorough prepay
tion on the part of the teacher that he1

I1 may never be at the mercy ogof hishib
class

too much importance cannot be at-
tached to the work done in the sever
departments of the union meetingsmeeting tarfor
the benefit of the sunday school workevery school in the stake should UW
represented in each department ftfeA
well as the

the usual exercises closed the melt-ing and it was adjourned for ma
month benediction was offered 7
elderbider henry tuckett

the fifth ward school will in
the musical exerciser at tb
meeting of the union

1 H SK tIt


