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can any of these apostles taken as
we have been from the plow the plane
the hammer and the various occupations
of life can we boast we have power to
do this we cannot we are not made
of that material the only marvel I1
have hadbad all my life has been that the
lord ever chose me for anything es-
peciallyecially as an apostle and as presidentgbutut that is his own business it was not
mine

my name has been referred to two or
three times by the apostles with regard
to my labors I1 want to say something
in relation to that to begin with I1
will say that the lord has never set his
hand in any age of the world especially
in ours to establish a zion like this
without preparing an element for it inID
fact the lord never undertook to do
anything with regard to this world ap-
pertaining to his kingdom and work
until he hadbad prepared a people for it
now the set time had come for the nilful
willmentfillment of the revelations of st john
when another angel should fly through
the midst of heaven having the ever-
lasting gospel to preach bothemto them that
dwelt upon the earth saying with a
loud voice fear god and give glory to
him for the hour of his judgment is
come the time I1 say had come for
the manifestation of theatie gospel of christ
to the world the apostles of christ
and every man that bore the priesthood
in their day and generation were put to
death for the word of god and testimony
of jesus and the holy priesthood was
caught up to god and remained there
until thehe day and generation in which
joseph smith was raised up he was
ordained to the priesthood by
john the baptist who held the keys oiof
that priesthood while dwelling in the
flesh he was ordained to the apostle-
ship by peter james and john who
held the keys olof that priesthood when
they were taken from the earth that
was the beginning of this work the
lord could not undertake a work of
this kind without there was a way and a
people prepared torfor it in the first
place the lord prepared the minds of
men of the generation in which joseph
smith was borniborn that they might be
ready to receive his woy k when it was
established there were men that were
kept in the spirit world thousands of
years to stand in the flesh in this genera-
tion to bear this rolyholy priesthood and to
bear record of that to the inhabitants olof
the earth those monmen have been born
in this day and they have been moved
upon to prepare lorfor this workuponnowow

prepare
I1 desire to say something about

myselfnyself it is generally considered egot-
ism for a man to speak otof himself but I1
speak of my history and experience be-
cause it is applicable to thousands otof
others eighty years ago when I1 was
adolt eight years old I1 attended sab
bath school under dr porter a great
reverend divine in farmington con-
necticut there I1 read some strange
things in the new testament what
were they why I1 read olof apostles I1
read of men who laid hands on the sick
and they recovered who cast out devils
raised the dead caused the dumb to
speak the blind to see the lame to leap
who held converse god and with
holy angels and had visions and reve-
lations brethren and sisters I1 read of
these things when I1 was eight years of
age they made an impression upon
my mind as soon as I1 read them why
iiiiis n dr porter whyaby is it dr haws

is it gentlemenfent lemen that you do not

advocate in your day and generation
that faith once delivered to the saints
why dont you receive these things if
they were the servants of god and had
the gospel oh said they these
things are auall done away with they
were given inin the dark ages of the
world to convince the world that jesus
was the christ we live in the blaze of
the glorious gospel light of christ we
do not need them today then
said I1 give me the dark ages of the
world if they will give a man power to
unlock the door of eternity and hold
converse with god and receive these
blessings and gifts manifest in that day
from that time my inspiration began
As soon as I1 grew a little older I1 began
to read the revelations my soul was
drawn out upon these things in my
early manhood I1 prayed day and night
that I1 might live to see a prophet I1

would have gone a thousand miles to
have seen a prop hetor a nianman that could
teach me the things that I1 read of in
the bible I1 could not join any church
because I1 could not find any church at
that timelime that advocated these principles
I1 spent many a midnight hour by the
rivriar r side in the mountains and in my
mill being a miller calling upon god
that I1 might live to see a prophet or
some man that would teach me of the
things otof the kingdom of god as I1 read
them I1 remained in that condition un
til the year 1833 1I was living with my
brother on the shoresbores of lake ontario
A man by the name of zera Pui
sixty miles from where I1 lived was
moved upon in the month of december
with the snow three or four feet deep to
arise and go to the north the lord had
some work for him there he called
upon another man to go with him they
traveled two days on the road to the
north not knowing where they were
going our house was the first place
that chev stopped at I1 was lumbering
at the time on the shore of the lake
zera Pui ber told my brothers wife
who they were and what they were and
what their principles were he said the
lord had sent him into the north coun-
try to do some work there my sister
inlawin law told him that her husband and
myself both believed in the principles
that hebe taught well they held a meet
ing I1 went to it and for the first time
in my life I1 heard a gospel sermon I1
invited the men home I1 borrowed a
bokB ok of mormon and sat up all night
and read it and I1 had a testimony it was
true in the morning I1 asked to be
baptized myself and brother were
baptized the first in that region of coun-
try from that hour till this I1 never
have had one moments doubt with re
gard to the truth of the gospel of jesus
christ I1 know the work is true I1 have
been called into the vineyard and minis-
try with the rest of my brethren and I1
have traveled a great many miles and
quite a number of years I1 have held
the Apostlesapostleshipbi

1

p fifty eight years bro-
ther joseph only held it some fourteen
before he was slain brother brigham
held it about forty and brother taylor
about the same length of time as my-
self I1 have labored all these years and
I1 know it is the work of god I1 know
the lord is with this people I1 have a
desire that we may magnify our callings
and fulfill our position upon the barta
god has organized this church he has
organized it with prophets apostles

teacherstea chera helps etc in fulfill-
ment of the promises of god in the last
davs I1 traveled with joseph smith

quite a length of time I1 traveled with
brigham young forty years at home and
abroad I1 traveled with him to this
4countryou we came with the pioneers
brigham youngyng though he never wrote
many revelations nadhad the revelations of
god with him irom the day that he em-
braced this borit till the day of his
death I1 have often thought of the time
when hebe was asked if he would not go
on to californiaCali tornia instead of stopping in
this barren land what was his ans-
wer I1 was with him when he gave
that answer he said no I1 am going
to stay tightright here I1 am going to build
a temple here I1 am going to build a city
here I1 am going to build a country
here has it not been so yes it has
was it not by revelation certainly it
was we have allail been called from this
low position in life to the priesthood
thousands of this people have been
called to go abroad to preach the gos-
pel in speaking of myself and the
manner I1 was led so we find itii every
where throughout the world where
did you come romfrom you came from
every state in the union from england
norway sweden denmark germany
france ireland and other parts of
europe as well as from the different
nations of the earth and the islands otof
the sea one of these simple elders
came to you and you heard him preach
the gospel and he promised you if you
would repent of your sins and be bap-
tized for the remission of them you
should receive the aft of the holy
ghost did you not receive it yooYOH
did or you would not be here today
nobody could then keep you at home
we have been gathered together by the
commandments of god and so far we
are trying to do the will of god gutbut
we have only just begun I1 was at the
concert here ast night and I1 could not
help but think that if president young
had been there and looked upon that
vast assembly of ten thousand people
gathered not only iromfrom this territory fiut
from neighboring states and territories
he would have felt satisfied when he
built this tabernacle we did not have
people to fill it but be told us that in
the building up otof zion we would nevetnever
hayshay a bouse bigbg enough to accommo-
date us howhoweverver large we might build
it and so it proved last night I1 enjoyed
the concert governor thomas invited
me to address the assembly but I1 felt
that people had gathered there not to
heathear preaching but music

let me speak a little further with iere-
gard to the lord preparing a people for
this work the history of this whole
people is in that line I1 will refer you
to the year 1840 the lord gave a
commandment torlor the twelve apostles
to go to england there had a few
gone to england before brother kim-
ball and several others went in 1837 and
established the church there but inia
1840 the apostles were called as a body
to go there and the devil did not like itii
he tried to kill us all anere was
hardly one of the twelve apostles who
went that was well when I1 left home
presidentdept young paddled me across the
mississippi in a canoe and I1 was suffer-
ing with the chills and fever I1 had
spent two yeatsyears in tennessee and ken-
tucky in the midst of sickness but I1
never had an attack of chills and fever
in my life till I1 was called to go to eng-
land it was so with most all of us the
devil did not like it but we weptwent it
was the harvest time then in that land-
we accomplished a great work we


