Constantine “the great® inaugu-
Tated a new era for the unfortunate
city. A so-called Christinn patri-
arch took his residence here, and
Pilgrinis began to travel to Jerusa-
lem in order to worship on its holy
ground, the grave of our Lord in
Particular. The Empress Helen,
the mother of Constantine, had also
Minde a pilgrim journey and through
revelntion found the ¢ross of our
Lo and other saered relics, all
of which created a rush of pilgrims
to the holy city. Churches and
Monastries were built which from
time to time were enlarged and mul-
tiplied, particularly during the reign
of Justinian, in the Sixth century
of our ern.

But “history repeats itself.”” The
Joews hnd been senttered, and their
Cities had been desolated as a con-
Stquence of the departure of the
People from the pathe of the Loni,
The Romans had swept the country
Once and thrown out the remnants of
4 polluted theocracy. The Christians
followeq the tracks of the Jews,
Perverting the religion of Christ un-
Hl all, even ite first outllnes, were
lost. The consequences were the
4me s in the case of the Jews.
Heathen nations were by God let
loose over an apostate Christondom,
Garrying out the judgment of the
Almlghty.
+In 614 the Persians besieged and

k Jerugsalem. 'They were again
driven away by Herncleos in 828,
but in 687 the city was taken by the
Araly under the leadership of
Caliph Omar, who compelled the
Jews and the Christians to pay
Uearly for the privilege of remain
g in Jerusalem. In 969 the coun-
T¥ came under the rule of the
Egyptinns, and the oppression
Increased to an  unendurable
“%tent, The crusades commenced
l“"th the view of wresting Jerusa-
fﬁm, and eventualiy the Holy Land,
'om the handsof the foreigners.
?Dtt.frled von Bouillon took Jerusa-
“Mon July 15th, 1099 and founded
# Kingdom wiih the Holy City as
he capital. This little kingdom
[;rr:l"l’d its human foundation by ita
& ty. On the 2d of October, 1187,
to: Egyptian Sultan Salahcddin
Cruk the city, and the work of the
h 8aders, that had cost so much,
ip 8 fn vain, 1o the year 1517
the fountry changed masters. From

© hands of the Egyptians it went

those of the Turks.
gi?:t“h is the history of Jerusalem,
Dl'obn In faint outline. There is
. henbly no other spot on the earth
D]uc:um many struggles have taken
and 8o much blood spilt. Jews,
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Babylonians, Assyrians, Grecks,
Romans, Egyptians, Arabs, Turks,
French, Tlehans, Germans, Eng-
lish and the sons of the interior of
Asia, all have here met and written
a page of the history of this city with
their own heart’s blood. Jerusalem
—The Place of Peace—never was a
name or a city seemingly so much
misapplied.

The present Jerusalem is a forti-
filed eity, surrounded by a wall
twelve metres high, and ornament-
ed with thirty-four pinoacles or
towers. Five gates open the city to
the outer world; in north, the Dam-
ascus gate; in east, the Btephen gale;
in south, the Mist gate and the
Zion’s Gate, and in west, the Jaffh
gate. A good walker can walk
round these walls and gates in an!
hour and a half.

Viewed from the Mount of Olivet, |
Jerusalem looks very beautiful, but
when you once walk the streets, the
favorable impression fades away.
The streeta are narrow and dark, the
houses look heavy, and the whole.
gives one the Impression of a city

in mourning. The fohabit-
ants number somewhere near
thirty-four thousand, of whom

21,000 are Jews, 7,600 to 8,000
Christinns and 4000 to 5000 Mahom-
medans. The Jews all live In a
wretched condition, supported by
their friends in other parts of the
world. Living on alns, their
morals are chiefly those of begenrs,
Among the Christians the Greek
orthodox are predominant. They
have 18 monasteries or hospitiums,
and several schools. The Roman
Catholies come next. The Armen-
ians, the Copts, the Jacobites, the
Abyssinians, are all represented.
The Protestants work in their way
quite energetically. Frederick W-
helm IV of Prussin founded a
bishopric here in 1841, the bishop of
which s now nominated by Eng-
lish Church dignitaries. The Ger-
man Templars have also ncolony
here, and unfold a remarkable en-
ergy in their work for the coloniza-
tion of the country—particularly by
drinking wine and smoking to-
bacco. How many bottles of wine
or pounds of tobacco it takes to civ-
ilize a Jew or an Aral, I have
never been able to ascertain.

I'n respect to religion Jerusalem is
at present a true Babel. Yet it is
surrounded by a nimbus Justre to all
those who reflect on its past history
and who look forward to its ap-
proaching glory.

The most attractive place in Jeru-
salem 18 undoubtedly the Church of

the Hepulchre, supposed to be
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erected over the grave where the
body of our Lord was laid after his
Jdeath on the cross. Whether this
supposition is corre:t or not is yet
undecided; but the tradition which
points this place out ns Calvary ap-
pears to be very well founded.
Eusetius,.in the seventh century,
says that a Venus temple had been
erected on Calvary in order to hide
the holy sepulchre, and that Con-
stantine had this place thor-
oughly searched, with the re-
sult that a single grave was
found, which was considered to
be that of Christ. The Empress
Helen then discovered three crosses
near the grave, and through a mira-
cle the cross of ocurBavior wasfound
to be one of the three. A church
was now built over the grave, and
Inter a Iarge basilika so as to cover
under one roof the whole of Calvary
with all its painful reminiscences.
This building was destroyed by the
Persinns 614 A.D. 1t has been de-
stroyed and restored severa] tlmes.
Its present shape and size date no
further back than 1868, when Napo-
leon IIT and Alexander IT gave it
the last finishing touch.

The facade of the church, al-
though ornamented with beautifulty
executed architecture, partly in
Gothic and partly In Bysantic style,
is everything but attractive or pleas-
ant. [t presents the same misapplied
inste which is so0 common in the
Orient.

But the interior of the church is
somewlint hetter jn thisrespect. Let
us enter and take a promenade
through.

Just inside the door, to our left, we
pass three or four Turkish soldiers,
who are posted here to see that the
“Christinns” who have come to
worshipdo not kUl each other. These
soldlers, unconcerned about the
sacredness of the place, smoke their
tobacco and drink thefr coffee with
the immovable expression of tran-
quility generally found in mussul-
men. Btraight before us we see a
reddish marble stone,surrounded by
Iarge candles. Pilgrims, men and
women, humbly erawl towards thils
stone and kiss it all day. Wae are
told that this was the mck on which
our Savior was laid and anointed
after hia denth. A few paces to the
left, we perceive auother sacred
spot, round which the pilgrims
crowd. This is the spot where tho
women stood and looked on while
Nicodemus anointed the body of
Christ. Now,straight before us from
here we have a rotunda, borne by
eigzhteen marble pillars, Inthemid-
dle of this stands a pmall mar-



