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then we began our march in the
bright moonlight obscured now
and then by a dark cloud which
obliged us to stop for some moments
the path being difficult to findbud it
led upward among sharp loosestones
our two tramps started with us and
I1 alloa ed ono of them to hang on to
the tail of my mluuleule which was some
help to him in scaling the steep
mountain sides

by the time we reached the level
of the snowfieldsnow fieldbelo s daylightday light appeared
which was lucky for the path was
scarcely marked very little traffic
having yet taken place antiand in
many parts it ladhad been entirely ef-
faced by land slips or snow drifts
we had now got well on to the
snow which was often six or eight
feet deep but so hard thatthai the hoofs
of our mules scarcely left any im-
pressionpressiun we overtook two com-
panies of travelers going one way
and as they also bad extra mules we
formed quite a large caravancaravan the
mountains closed in forming a ser-
ies of regular galleysgul leys through
which we journeyed constantly
expecting that each would be the
last but it took four hours to crusscross
all these fields of snowSHOW at last we
came to the foot of a steep moun-
tain rising about two thousand feet
above the already elevated point we
had attained nearlydearly covered
with wide and deep snow drifts
this was the last barrier onOD the
chilian side the very summit of
tilethe cordillera of the andes

the morning was cool but still
and the deep blue sky overhead the
wild and sterile mountains covered
with snow formed such a perfect-
ly grand and lovely scene
that even my chillian companions
who bailbad often crossedcrosied audand as a
rule are little susceptible to the
beautiesbeautie of nature were roused to
admiration Asari we now began to
ascend the mountains our mules
and horses had hard work to wind
their zigzag way over the steep
drifts of snow and I1 often contier
ed they did not lose their footing
and precipitate riders and baggage
into the depths beneath we had
arrived about halfwayhalf way up when
we found it too steep on that side to
proceed and were obliged to cross a
ridge to the trow of the opposite
mountain the ravine between the
two mountain spurs was oueone sheet
of dazzling white antiand we dismountjismount
ed to enable the mules to cross for
their hoofs were hardly able to get
firm hold and any false step would
have sent them and us into the
valley far below on seeing my
two chillaniChiChil lianslans in front of me crawl-
ing on hands and knees along the
side of the ravine their mules re-
luctant to move onoil and after
slipping with one foot I1 felt very
nervous and took good care to
place myself higher up the slope
than my mule holding hia rein
loosely and getting firm hold of the
snow with my large chilian spurs
for my boots could not grip it I1 had
one hand on my large hunting knife
ready to thrust it into the snow as a
support in case of need and I1 almost
required to do so for at that bight
twelvet we ve thousand feet above the level
of tbthet sea the least exertion maksmakes
the lungs work fearfully so that I1

felt short of breath and alterafter a very
few strides panted or want of air
the men ahead of me now reached
tirethe desired spot and I1 soon follow-
ed then the rest of the party came
up antiand we were now in comp trara
tive safety for though tilethe assent
was still precipitous tilethe snow was
in this part ploughedsloughedhed up by the
wind and our animals could get a
firm grip of it

half an hour more of uphill
climclimbingping brought us to the summit
and beneath us lay the valley lead-
ing to the argentine republic
filledblied with a glacier from h
rushed forth a muddymuddily river the
mendoza along which lay our route
to the town of the same name aben
our mountain journey would end
and we should once more fludfind a
railway

here on the top of the cordillera
we met with a drove of argentineargentitie
cattle tilethe first that had ventured
over this season Phe drovers have
hard work and many a good ox
levesleaves his tonesbones on the road proof
of which we found in some skeletons
we came across phpickedked clean by
the conconi orsorB which frequent the
mountain tops we perceivedived
several of these large birisbirds
hovering overhead their immense
wings extended antiand motionless
drifting on that rarefied air as if
they were suspended from the
stars

we had soon a striking example of
the dangers of the ccattleatle driving
trade an animal near us loosened
a bigbie round stone which went
bounding down the steep mountmountain-
side
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right among the drove which
was winding its way up the mis-
sile singled outaoui big black ox asa USits
victim and with a fearful crash
caught him full in tilethe ribs and
hurled him downwards racinracing9 I1inHI
front of him till both stone and ox
lay immovable at the bottom scarce-
ly discernible by us above in spite
of the evident danger of a similar
occurrence we could not wait till
the whole herd of about seven
hundred animals had reached the
susummit so amountingui we went
on our way finding good footing in
the loose volcanic earth and stones
and in thirty minutes we had reach-
ed the valley halfway down we
passed some broken trunks which
with the mule that carried them
had fallen and rolled over some two
hundredbundred feet till stopped by a protrud-
ing rock the mule had been badly
hurt

the sunsu n had justj scaled the moumoun-
tains

n
when we halted in the valley

for rest and breakfast A roaring
firewayfire was soon going and the kettle
and pot simmering merrily but
with the sun a cold wind ladhad sprung
up which caused ustie to hasten our
proceedings the tramps whom we
hadbad left behind whilst crossing the
summit and for whose safety I1 felt
much concerned turned up to my
threatgreat relief in time to share our
breakfast they had suffered
horribly at the summit for their
rapid climbing had brought on the

dunallpuna shortness of breath palpi-
tation of the heart and bleeding
and one of them had lain insensible
for several minutes still they halha 1

found a better road than we and hadbad

not been obliged to cross the pla
h I1 stillstid remember with 1 I

shudder
we followed the course of tth

rivo r along the broad and stoll
valley gaining successive andadd Mnao
picturesque views of distant neou
tattaini k and rocky gorges very diefe
ent inill character from the chili
sideaide of the cordillera here all w
dead and stony noijo trace of vac

tation even at a lower level abl
where on the chili side the seebeena
had lieen beautified by pretty dhrushrub
and numerous flowers

As the path was now plain I1
hurried on before my guides auaan
iousions to get away from the pierpierelociAl
wind and blinding dust at 2 p
I1 came to a plpi ce wwherehere oh the opoppa
site sidebide of the impetuous ri ver will
rushed between high banks a
sandstonesauilsaud atonestone there appeared a siawsmal
stone house andami near it the aued
tiedel inca a natural bridge of roerock
I1itt completely crosses the river anaika
close above it liothot wineralmineral aspridyaprin
bubble out of the ground and flo00
beneath it depositing strong sa

and iron solutionssolution9 so0 thtb
tilethe cliff is painted with all the col-
ors olof ahe rainbow a beautifulrul
taetac e I1 had heardbeard much of thesthe
springs auaana was anxious to gettget to

them but to my disgust found tb
a branch of the river intervenedinter
following a path to the bank of01

this branch I1 found that the usual
bridge had been carried away
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in its place a couple of two ina
gusgas pipes had been laid about a foe

apart and on these over the boelio
and gushing watersaters I1 bad to crerebreci
across I1 hope I1 may never aga
be obliged to use such a primiprimitibotilO
bridge where sudden death in thetb
shape of a cataract beneath await
ed a slip or the accidental breakiebre akio
of the pipes when I1 got safelysafe
across some men were waiting w
levy their toll for the use of this e
cellena piece of engineering and oilod
had the impudence to demand tto
dollars to go across and fetch da

mule and things by way of a fofefoy

higuerhigner up I1 was not much alepleased
with my first reception by the

of the grand republic ao
told them so pretty plainly
on hebe intimidating powers of Vsmy

sixaix shooterr should it come totoaluaa qua
rel the small house or rathe
stone hut of livefive rooms was both 8
hotel and a shop the first 1I 90sa
stocked with goods from
ayres I1 refreshed myself
then inspected the natural springy39
whose reputation for healing var
ous diseases brings every year many
persons willing- to undertake the
long journey to bathe in the water
and breathe the pure mountain sirai
A belgian engineer on his waywal
from chili to europe was just 1

ing the inn and as my men aa
baggage hdhad overtaken inmee tjI1 I1

him preferring to passpasa tthehe n bt
lower down andioand so aborshortente 13 tthee nnf
days mareb besides my men bba
bad a quarrel with the innkeeperinskeepinn keep
about f ome clover and had nestr
rometocometo bilows so it was more pra

ddente n t not to stay uundernd er the roof
this man who is known for his htbrua

tal and overbearing waysway towstowar
1

strangersstrangers especially if ththey C0 1000

from chili which country tthee A


