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Then we began our march in the | felt short of breath, and after a Very

hriglat moonligbt, obscured
and then by a dark cloud, which
obliged us to stop for some woements,
the path Leing difficult to find. [t
led upward aiuwong shut p luesvstones.
Our two tramps started with us, aud
I allowed one of them to haug on to
the tail of my miule, which wussome
help to him in scaling the steep
mountain sides.

By the time we reached the level
of thesnow-flelusdaylightappeared,
which was lueky, for the puth wasg
scarcely marked, very little traffic
having yet takens place; and iv
many parts it had been entirely of-
fuced by tand-slips or spnew drifts.
We had now pot well on to the
snow, whigh was ofton slx or eight
feet deep, but so hard that the houfs
of our mules scarcely left any im-
pression. We overtook two com-
panies of travelers going one way,
and as they ulso bad extra mules we
formued quite n large earnvan. The
mountaing closed in, torming a ser-
ies of regular gulleys, through
whigh we journeyed, coustantly
ex pectipg that emch would be the
kast; but it toek four hours to ciuss
ull these ficlur of BRowW. At last we
eume to the foot of a steep moun-
tain rising about two thousand fuet
above the already elevated point we
had attatned, bpearly covered
with wide and deep snow-drifts.
‘This wus the last- burrier on the
Chiliau side, the very summil of
the Cordillers of the A ndes.

The morning was cool -bhut still;
and thue deep hlue sk ¥ overhead, the
wild and sterile mountains ¢overed
with snow, formed such a perfect-
ly . grund and Jovely scene,
that even my Chillian cvmpanions,
who had often oressed. aml, as a
rule, are little susceptible to the
beauties of nature, were moussd tu
admiration. As we¢ new began to
ascend the mountains, vur mules
and horses had hard work to wini
their zigzag way over the steep
drifts of snow, and I ofteu wotnler-
el they did not lose their footing
and preeipitate riders and bageage
into the depths beneath. We hud
arrived about half-way up, when
we found it too steep on that side to
proceed, and were obliged to eross a
ridge to the lrow’ of the opposite
movutain. The ravine between the
two mountain spurs was oue sheek
of dazzling white, and weilismount
et to ennble the mules to cross, for
their hoofs were hurdly able tw gel
firm hold, and any false step would
have sent them and us into the
valley far below. On seeing my
twe Chiliapa in freut of me arawl-
ing on handsand kpees aloug the
shle of the ravine, their mules re
luctant to move ou, and after
slippiug with ene foot, T felt very
nervous, and took goud care to
place mysell higher up the slope
than my mule, holding his rein
loosely, and xetting firm hold of the
ponw with my large Chilixn slpura,
for my bootscoull! not grip it. 1 had
ope haud on my Inrge hunting knife,
ready to thrust it into the snow as a
support in case of need, and I almost
required to do so, for at that hight,
twelve thousand feet above the level
nf thé sen, the least exertion makes
the lungs work fearfully, su that I

pow | few strides panted

ur waut of air.
The men abead of me now reached

tire desired spot, and 1 soon fulluw- |

ed. Then the rest of the party came
up, ot we wers now In compara-
tive safety, for, though the sscent
was atill precipitous, the snow was
in this pari ploughed up by the
wind, aud our auimals could get a
firm gripof it,

Half an hour more of uphill
climbing brought us fo the summit,
anu beueath us lay the valley lead-
ing to the Argentine Republic—
filled with & glacier from whi b
rushed forth & muddy river, the
pMendozu, along which lay eur route
to the town of the ssine name, whun
our mountain journey would end
and we should. onee more find a
railway.

Here, on the top of the Cordillera,
we met with o urove of Argeutine
ecaftle, the first that had vewlurcd
uver this seasvu. Thedrovers have
hard work, nod many & zood ox
leaves his bones on the roau; proof
of which we feuud in some skeletizng
we came acroes, picked clean by
the comiors which frequent the
mount:adu - tope. We peiceived
geveral of these large birds
hovering overhead, their immense
wings extended awmd  motivuless,
drifting on that rarefied air asif
they were suspended from the
stara,

We had soon u strilking example of
the dJdaugers of the eaitle-driviog
trade. An animal near us looseued
a big round stoue, which”® went
bounding down the steep mountain-
side, nght amoug the drove which
was winding its way up.  The mis-
sile pingled out o big blaek ox ax its
vigtimy, and, with a fearful crash,
caught him full in the ribs and
hutjed him downawards, racing io
front of kim, till both stone aoud ox
lay immovable at the bottom, srarce.
Iy disgernible hy us nwbove, [n spite
of the evideut danger of a similar
oceurrence, we could not wait tili
the whole herd of abtoul seven
hundred unimals had reached the
summit, so uismountivg, we went
ou eur way, finding gond footiug iu
the loose volcanic carth and stones;
and lu thirty minutes we had reach-
ed the valley. Halfway down we

.passed some broken trunks, whieh,

with the mule thatearried them.
had fallen awi rolled over some two
hundred feet-till stoppred by « protrud-
ing rock. The mule had been-badly
hurt.

The sun had just sealud the moun-
tains wlten we halted in Lbe valley
for rest and breakfast, A roaring
fire was soon going and the kettle
and pot simmering “merrily.  But
with the sup a evld wind had sprung
up, which caused us to busteén our
proceedings. The tramps whom we
had left behiud whilst crossing the
summit. and for whose safeiy 1 felt
much vencerned, turnped up, to my
ureat relief, in time to shareour
breakfaat. They had suffered
bereibly at the summit, for their
rapid cl’imbinghnd brought on the
‘‘huna’? {shiortnegs of breath, palpi-
tation of the heart, and bleeding),
and one of them had Jain Insensible
for several minutes.  8Lill they ha:l

found abetter road than we, and had !

(come bo tlows, so it war more pr

\strangers, especially if they con!
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Dot Leen obliged te cross the place
which I stiill remember with 2
sbudder.

We followed the course of thg
river, along the biroad and stond
valley, pniniug suceessive and v}
picturesque views of dislunt moudd’
tains and rocky sorges, very differ
ent in character frum the Chiliad
side of the Curdillera. Here al] wa
dead and stuny; uwo trace of vegts
tation, even at a Tower levd] thath
where, on the Chili side, the seen®
haul heen benuttfied by pretty shruld,
and vumercus Howery,

As the path was wvow plaity r
hurricd ou before iy guides, nu
iuue tw get away from the piercisé
wind aod blioding dust. AL 2 p.m
I came to a pl .ce where, vl the oppo”
site vide of the Impotuous river, w hich
rushed letween high baoks @
samistoue, there appeared a srmall
stoue house, sind near itthe Poent?
del 1nes, a antural bridge of ruck:
it womnletely crosscs the river, ant
close above it Lot mineral spriugt
hubble eut of the ground and floW
beneath it, depusiting sirong su
phurous and irou solutions. so thal
the eliff is puinted with all the cob
ors of the rainbow—a beautiful spec
tic e. I had heard much of thest
springs aud was anxious to get ¥
them, but, to my disgust, found.tinb
a branch of the river interveved
Following a path to the bank ©
this braneh 1 Tound that the usut!
bridge bad been eurrled away, ap
in ite place a couple of two-inel!
gas-pipes had been haid nbout & fuol
apurt, aud ou these, ever the boiling
aud gushing waters, [ bad to creel
across. 1 hope | miay never agald
be obliged to usé such w  primitive
bridge, where sudden death in the
shape of a eataract benesth nwalt;#
ed a slip or the accivental breaking
of the pipes. When [ got safely
acruss, s0me men were waiting 1
levy their toll for the use of this €X
celleni piece of engineering, and on¥
bad the impudence to demand ¥
doliars to go acrues nod fetch mY
mule and things hy way of n ford
higner up. 1 was not much pleast
with my first reception by the D3
tiver of the Graml Republic, nnd
told them so pretty plainky, rely i€
oen he Intimidutibg powers of mY
siz-shonter, should it coue to agual
rel. The small house, or rath®
stone hut of five rooms, was both 89
hotel apd A shop, the first I sa¥
stocked with goods from Bueu?
Ayres. I refreshed mygelf an
then iuspeeted the natural spring®
whose reputation for heallng \'ﬂﬂ:
ous diseases brings every year mat)
persons willing 1o undertake the
onig journey to bathe in the water®
and breathe the pure mountain alf:
A Belglan engineer, on his wo¥
from Chili to Europe, was just Ieﬂvl‘
ing the inn, and 48 my men att
bagpage had overtaken me | joiut b
him, preferring to the nig”
lowerdewn, und so shorten the ne®is
day’s march, Begides. my men h#
nad a quarrel with the inukeepe’
aboutrome elover, and had ne.‘\r“_
dent not tostay under the roof "f
this mun, who is known for his brt!
tal and vverbearing ways towal

from Chili, which country the A"



