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letory remarks increased faith in
Ggodod ahethe ideas advanced by joseph smith
lapselipselapse of eighteen centuries and no
voice from the heabeaheavenlyvenly joseph
smites testimony in regardresreg ard to the father
andoeand the son and holy angels the effect of
his revelations upon the minds of men
spiritualism theche one power through which

thetha power of god and the giftsgallta

oanolncan bobe made manifest with safety
e the PrIestpriesthoodboodhood joseph smith did not

attempt to preach the gospel until hebe was
duly commissioned of god john the bap-
tist the higher Priestpriesthoodhoodbood the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints stands
aloneilane thetha results following the restoration
af wonderful faith oft the lat-
e

let-
eterr daidardaydaj saints considering their traditions

progressProgremgrow of the the generation
growingwing up in these mountainsmountamountsina conclusion

prest CANNON commenced by
reading a portion of the sec-
tion of the book of doctrine and
covenants

eg which abraham received the
priesthood from MelchiMelchiasedekedek who
received it through the lineage of
hihiss fatherseven till noah and
from noah till enoch through the
lineage of their fathers and from
bacch to abelI1 who was slain by
the conspiracy of his brother who
niberibereceivedived the priesthood bythe com
mand menta of god by the hand of
his father adam who waswag the first
man which priesthood contincontinue th
in the church of god in all genera
lions and is without beginning of
days or end of years and the izord
confirmed a priesthood also upon
aaron and his seed throughout
all their generations which priest-
hood also contin and arideth
forever with the priesthood which
is after the holiesthollest order of god
and this greater priesthood adminadain

ereth the gospel and goldeth the
key of the mysteries of the king
donidom oven the key of the knowledge
of god therefore in the ordinances
thereof the powerpowen of godlinessgodlinesa is
manifest and without the ordinances
thereof and the authority of the
priesthood the power of godliness
is abotnob manifest unto men in the
flesh for without thisthia no cancanman can
see ane face of godgoda even the father

gift

y
now this mesascloses plainly taught

tdtothietottiethie children of israel inlri the wil
dederudernifieespP and sought diligently to
sanctify his people that they might
behold the face of god but they
harhardeneddarid their hearts and could not
endure his preapieaplesencepresenceence therefore the
lord iphis wrath for hlahib anger
was kindled against them swore
that they should not enter into his
rest while in the wilderness which
rest is the falness of his glory
therefore he took moses out of
their midatmidst and the holy priest-
hood also and the lesserleaser priesthood
continued which priesthood hold
eth the keysbeys of the ministering of
angels and the preparatory gospel
which gospel is the gospel of repen-
tance and of baptismsbaptism and the re
mibmiealonaion of bineeine and the law of car-
nel commandments which the lord
in his wrath caused to continue
with thetho house of aaron among
the children of israeldlan until john
whom god raised up being filled
with the holy ghost from his
momotmotherstherlahers womb

after which he bald
in arising to address vast con-

gregationgre gation this morning I1 trust I1
may hahaveve the assistance of the
spirit of god that I1 may be able to
speak in plainness and with a di

voicevoices so that all can hear thosethoss
things that are appropriate to us on
the present occasion naturally oneono
shrinks from the task of addressing
SOBO large an audience it requires a
great physical effort to do soeo bo
bidessides it is a serious labor tto0 attempt
to teach nd to instruct the people
inill the things of god I1 would not
attempt it if I1 did not hope to have
his aid but the people have come
together this morning to be fed to
have the bread of life administered
to themthein this is our privilege we
believe in this audand I1 reforce that I1

with a people who
have this faith
achen I1 think of the great change

that has been wrought in the earth
within the flast halthait century in re
ardrardf to faith in god and in the wanimani
ta of godda powers I1 feel ex

thankful and more espec-
ially because I1 and my family are
identified with the people who have
this faith

fifty three years ago the religious
world stood aghastaghastatat the ideas ad-
vanced by the prophet joseph
smith and those associated with
him

eighteen centuries had elapsed
frem the days of the savior and his
apostles and during the greater
portion of thisthia time no voice from
the heavenly worlds had been
heard by man at least this was the
statement made by the religious
people of that time A deep silence
prevailed there had been no voice
of god there hadbad been no mani-
festationsfe from the son of god
there had been no angelicangelio visitation
the silence wasvas deep profound and
uninterrupted as much so as though
every possible means of communi-
cation between god jesus the an
gelogele hosts and man on the earth
had been entirely cut off

joseph smith inspired of god
came forth and declared that god
lived alesapes hadbad passed and no one
hadbad beheldbehold him the fact that he
existed was like a dim tradition in
the minds of0 the people the fact
that jesus lived was only supposed
to be the case because eighteen hun-
dred

bun-
dred years before men had seenbeen him
the fact that angels had an exist
ance was based upon the knowledge
havhath at men had recorded it eighteen
hundred years previously the
character of god whether he was
an personal being whether nianis centre
was nowhere and his circumference
everywhere were matters of specu-
lation no one had beenseen him nogo
one had seen any one who had seen
him no one hadbad seenpeen an anchelangel
no one had seen any one who had
seen an angel and all that was
known concerning angels waswaa that
which had come down in this book
the bibiel Is it a wonder that

men were oonCODconfusedfused that there was
such a variety of opiaopinionslonsions respect-
ing the chacharacterraRer and being of god
angelsangela were painted with wings
half fowl and half man illustrating
most perfectly the absurd notions
that bad generated in the minds of
men concerning these beings how
could it be expected to be otherwise
butbuh joseph smith as I1 said start
ledjed the world it stood aghast at the
statement which he made and the
testimony which he bore he de
mareddared that he had seen god he
declared that he had seen jesus
christ he declared that he had
seen angelsangela that he hadbad heardbeard their
voices that they hadbad communicated
to him divine truths it was some
thing entirely unheard of andaand be
cause he made these statements he
was is
a mostmoat wonderful thing whenn youyon
contemplate it that there should
have been one man found whovrho af-
ter eighteen centuries of unbelief
and incredulity had laithrath sufficient
to feel after god and obtain revela-
tion from him that one man
should have been found who had
strength sufficientclent and power fromgod sufficient to make so great a de-
parture as to believe that it would
be possible for god to reveal him-
self to man all the persecutions
that the church of jesus christ of
latteriatter day saints endured in the
early days were due to the fact that
they bore testimony to this great
and important truth that god livelllived
that god was a god of revelation
and that god had communicated
his mind and will to his children
once moremorea

after that revelation faith began
to grow up in mens minds and
hearts speculation concerning the
being of god ceased among those
who received the testimony of
joseph smith mehe testified that
god was a being of body that he
had a body that he hadbad parts thatjesusjebusman was in his likeilkelikenesnewned that jea-
ns wasvas the exact countercounterpartdartvart of the
father and that the father and
jesus were two distinct personages
as distinct as an earthly father and
an earthly sonbon he bore testimony
also that angels did not havellave wings
that they were men who had kept
their covenants with their father
and their god and hadbad boenbeen exalezol
ted through obedience to thothe com-
mandmentsmand ments of god to that condi-
tion that they could dwell in his
prespree sensaense and become his ministers
by degrees this faith habhas grown un-
til there are thousands upon thou-
sands who have received it and who
believe it who know for themselves
concerning god concerning jesus
christ concerning his gospel and
the plan of balbaisalvation and the faith
that formerly existed has been res

to the earth and has begun to
grow and to increase in the beartahearts
of the children of monmen

notsot onlyomy bahag faith in spirl tuatun

manifestations grown in the hearts
of the latter day saints but some-
thing of a similar charactercharacharn eteroter hsihii
crowngrown up in the midst of the world
the penpendulumdalum which hadbad swung in
one direction in the direction of ex-
treme unbelief of extreme incredu-
lity concerning everything of a
spiritual character after the organ-
ization of this church after the res-
torationto of the everlasting gospel in
its ancient purity and power the
pendulum I1 say that had swung to
such an extreme in one direction
began to swing in the other direc-
tion in the direction of credulity
and willingness to have something
that might beba traced or that
could be attributed to a spirit-
ual origin some fifteen
or sixsizsixteentelen years after this church
was organizedorganizeds spiritualism began to
make its appearappearanceanop and thousands
upon thousands of people were
ready to receive anything that any
charlatan chose to bring before them
as the result of spiritual manifesta-
tions ununtilt11 the whole nation of the
unitede Ststitesottee as wewellwelill11 zanta bomenabomesome na-
tions in europe were humbuggerhumbuggedhum bugged
by the most extraordinary state-
ments and ideas setsst forth by those
charlatancharlatanew men are ready enough
now in some places to believe any-
thing that makesmaker itaits appearance in
the form of spiritualism all sorts
of stories have been told AH kindahinda
of power have been manifested
tables have been tipped I1 cannot
attempt to describe the many kinds
of manifestations that have been
hadbad among men but the bamesame nn
willingness totn receive the truth the
same unwillingness to receive the
gospel and ththe blessings and gifts
of god hasbas continued to be
manifested and this belief
or credulitycredulity concerning spibpispiritrit
waliam hasbas not had any favorable ef-
fect upon the people in causing
them to receive the truth as it isIN

now there Is one power and one
power alone as I1 have readlead to
you in thisthI1 s extract from this cevela
tion through which godliness and
the power of god and thelthe gifts of
god can be made manifest with any
degree of safety that Is18 through
the priesthood of the son of god
take that authority away fromfroin the
midst of men and they would be
left precisely in the same condition
that the world was jnin at the time of
this revelation to joseph smith

though joseph smith as I1 have
said was permitted in hishla boyhood
to behold the father and the soussoubou
was ministered unto by holy angels6he did not andond it is a very remark-
able and noteworthy faethe did
not because of those thing those
glorious visions that he hadbad attempt
to exercise any authority as a ser-
vant of god in the administration of
the ordinances of the gospel of the
lord jesus christ hishii conduct in
this respect stands out in remark-
able contrast with the conduct of
men hundreds of whom brause
they receive an Impreimpressioneslon ansomeat bomesome
timelime that they ought to preach the
gospel take upon themEelvea that
holyloly calling without any furtherlurther au-
thority than a mere impression up-
on their minds he refrained from
doing anything of thiathis character
he waited the good pleasure of god
and how consistent it waslwaswab how
much in accorsecoraccordancedance now we look
at it in the light of experience and
knowledge with the will and plan
of god that hobe should thus wait and
that a holy messenger should be sent
with the authority from on high to
lay his handsbands upon him and to res
tore to the earth through him the
everlasting priesthood by the ad
ministration of which the gifts and
bleasie gs and power of god had heenboen
manifested in ancient days

joseph smith waited patiently for
years until the due time of the
lord when he should send a hea-
venly messenger and he did send
john the baptist john held the au-
thority in ancient days to baptize
for the remission of binesine and held
thothe keyskeye having inherited them
from his great ancestor aaroinaaroen of
the priesthood which arronaaronARron
leidhoid and which authority his des
ceneen dents exercised among the chil
drendrea of israel until thetho dusdays of
johnlohn who waswaa called thothe baptist

thishlahisbia john
9 jesusjeans baideald waswaswaa a prophett

than whom none greater had ever
been born of woman he was a
mighty kanandman and was distinguished
above all men upon the face of
the earth in this that god

him to be the insera
nentment to baptize his ban jesus
christ in the waters of jordon heyasaa unique character in this re-

spect john was be headed as we
know to satisfy the priests and the
murderousmui derous disposition of a wicked
woman when he died he held thetho
eybayseys of the priesthood

priesthood so I1 hayshiva oaldalasid7d

which he delved from lifshia
great asceancestorstor aaron the
brother of mosesmosea he carried
with him that authority and there
having been no bestowal of it from
his day until the day of josephjoeeph
smith it became hisbis legitimate
right when the authority was once
more to be restored to the earth to
come and confer it he did soeo he
laid hlabla handsbands upon joseph smith
and oliver cowdery and ordained
them to the authority which he
himself held he bestowed tjupon1

them the keyshoysof the aaronlee priest-
hood that hebe hadbad exercised while in
the flesh when these men wewerere
thus ordained they then hadbad the
right which they exercised by the
command of god to baptize each
other and to baptize others who
might be willing to repent of their

butbat this was not all something
more was neededneeds this higher
priesthood of which I1 have read
this greater which holds
the keys of the mysteries ofcf the
kingdom of heaven the keys of
the knowledge of god this greater
priesthood was still reserved john
did not possess it I Indeed flayshehe

baptizebaptiza you with water unto repen-
tance but he that comethcometa after meine
Is mightier than IsI1 whose ehrea I1
am not worthy to bearbeaz hebe shallbhail bap
aize you with the holy ghost and
with fire john did not have that
authority but jesuajesus held it and
jesus had bestowed it upon his
apostles three of whom were prom
chient among the apostlesApostlee one as
president and the other two as
counselors associated with him pe-
ter james and john these three
held the keyskeya of this greater priest-
hood which they hadbad received from
the boneon of godgort himself they
pame as joseph smith testified
and laidlaick their hands upon his headhend
andkud bestowed upon him the keys of
the Melchimeichi sedekbedek priesthood the
higher priestFriestpriesthoodhood the
which is after the order of the son
of god this authority was bes-
towed once more upon men by the
administration of thesethebe heavenly
beings who had bean sent from god
the eternal father to restore it
anee more to the earth

hence this church ofjesusjebus christ
ofbf latter day saints stands alone
it astandslands disconnected entiretyentirely with
every other organizationzanon on the face
of the earth it draws its power
from no existing organization it
derives its authority it derives its
priesthood from nothing that exists
among men but claiming that the
church had fallen that wethe author-
ity of the holy priesthood had beenbeell
taken from the earth and with-
drawn to god in heaven because of
the wickedness of men in clayingslaying
those who heldhoid this priesthood itic
was eminently proper and consistent
that when itij was once more res-
tored to the earth it should be res-
tored from heaven by the adminis-
tration of holy angelsangel

time will not permit me to dwell
at any length upon the results of

has occurred sincesinca then but
I1 may baysay this that a new order of
things commenced on the earth
from the day that joeephjoueph smith
was ordained and the day this
church was organized onceonea more
the church was organized having
within it all the old authority the
apostleship the priesthood the
gatts the gracebgraces the blessings that
characterized the church of christ
inirl the day when etwasit was upon the
earth nothing was wanting the
same powerpowers the siamebiame blessings the
same glgutsaltas the same union the
same love the samebame testimony on
the part of thosethosa who had received
these ordinances until todayto day we
have in these mountain valleys a
people the exact counterpart in
every that primitive
church which christ and his apos-
tles organized upon the earthevery distinctive feature every
ccharacteristic every power every
ordinance that that church pospom

alsed lais claimed and PoEspossessedessedebbed by
this church of jus christ of datlat-
ter day saints and the same brulte
the samebame characteristics the same
blessings the same union the samebame
powerpowers attends the administration
of its ordinances and follows its beba
lleverlieverainaliin allnil their lives and in all
their operations go with its mis
blostosionblon narlesaries to the remotest land you
winwili nindnad them the exact followers of
the diteldisciplesplespies of jesus who were with
eurnhim in the flesh did they travel
without purse or scrip sobo dothedo the
elders of the church in these last
days did they exerciseexorcise faith bbefore
Ugodod to have their way opened up be-
fore them sobo do the elderseiders in
these last days did they baptize
repentant believersbelievera for ane remia
bionsion df their rinaeina bo do the eldenselders
in lastlat adayr did they prom

fee unto repentant leihelbelieverslevers who
werewiene baptized that they should re
ceide the gift of the holy ghost so
do the elders who go forth in these
last days the same promise ththee
bamesame gift the same power that was
promised anciently Is again prom
ased and whatwhid is better still Is
again bestowed and enjoyed by those
who qualifyquality themselves to receivethis precious gift did they layjay
bands upon the sickbick for the restora-
tion of their health sobo do the elcers in these last days and the sickbickare healed and thet power of god Is
manifested11 among men aaa it has
not been manifested for many
centuries past did they whenthey hadbad organized a church find a
people full of union and loveiove loving
one another and willing to do deeds
of kindness to one another andthinking more of their brethren
than they did of themselves SObo dothe elders in thebethese lastjast days in or-
ganizinggan izing branches of the church
andlaborsthe same spirit attends their ja-
boreborsbora and follows as a greultre ault of their
administrations in every land not
in christian lands alone bat in hea-
then and among the natives
of our forests and of our mountains
wherever thee elders go they go

by the power of god
Thiathis rests down upon the people
who receive their words and they
areireare filled with the holy ghost andtheir hearts are blended together in
union and in love which cannot be
found elsewhere upon the face of
the earth god in thisthin wonderful
manner bearing testimony to the laa
bors of hishib bereerservantsvanta and to their
word and fulfilling their promises in
bestowing those gittsgifts upon all races
upon all men who bow in submission
to the gospel which they preach
there Jsis not a single characteristic
that the ancient church possessed
that is not manifested juin these our
days in the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints the bamesame
persecution of the church the same
hatred the same inclination to shed
the blood of inoffensiveInZen blyealve innocentmen and women to drive them
from their homes and to treat them
with the utmost cruelty upon base
lesslees charges and misrepresentation

that charactercharacteristictio is not wanting
either it followfollows the church itfollows the elders of the church go
where they will they may be asanpure as angels soBO far as it is dosal
dledieIs for earearthly beings tobeto be neverneven

they are followed by this
flood tide of falsehood of anderblandereJ
of misrepresentation and also by
the same disposition to kill
them to shed theartheir babloodd and
prophets have been slain looinn 0ourur day
the blood of apostles has been
shed jain our day the blood of
disciples and saints has stained
the earearththinin our day for the tes-timony of jesus and for the word
of god there it not a aftsiegleglegie char
act eristio lackinglacki ilgtig and todayto day this
church stands as a living testimony
in the eyes of ajlaji nations that god
has indeed restored the everlasting
gospel that god has indeed once
more spoken from the heavensheaven89 thatgod has indeed restored the eever-
lasting

ver
priesthood through the ad-

ministration of which all these bles-
sings have come in soeo remarkable a
manner to men

considering what an age of unbe-
liefI1 of we have had considering the
traditions that wb have inherited it
Is wonderful the faith that habas been
manifested by this people called latter day saintssante when I1 look at it
from a certain standpoint I1 am
amazed at what I1 witness the
fathers of this people had not faith
in anything of thibthis kindhind imbuedwith the traditions that were preva-
lent throughout christendom they
believed that the heavens where
sealed that all communications had
ceased between god and man andthat all we hadbad to depend upon wagwas
ibis book the bialt fonlon the knowl-
edge of god this was the tradition
instilled into the minds of cur an-
cestors until it has become a crysta
lazed belief oneono of the most difficult
things to make men believe when
this church was first organized in
theaethese Jastlastdaydayel was that it wouldwoud be
popossibleseible for god to speak that it
would beba possible for angels to come
to the earthearlb that it would blebie poeDOE ai
ble for that power to be manifestedmanles ted
once more all thesethebe things were
associated with imposture in the
minds of men A man who mmadeadendeany such statement was immediate
jy accused of being an impostor
and of trying to deceive somebody

this church has made its onward
progress despite this crystallcrystallizedcrystalkedzed un-
belief which has been like a wall of
adamant in front of usue
way barring our progress in the
midst of the human fabfarfamilyfilly men
would listen and then turn awbyaway
with a enrol when theythep hearhenr B


