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Introduotory HemaArks — Increased faith in
God—The fdeas advanced by Joseph 8mith
—Lapss of elghteen oepturies and no
voloe from the beavenly worldsl-—Joseph
Bmith's tostimony In regard to the Father
and the ton and holy 8ngels—The effect of
his revelations upon the minda of men—
Bpliritualism—The one power through which
{iodliness, the power of God, and the gifta
of God can b8 made manifest with safety
} e the Pricsthood—Joseph Smith aid not
attempt to preach the Gospel until he was
duly commissjoned of God—John the Bap-
tist—The higher Prieathood—Thbe Chureh of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Faints stands
nlone—~The results following the restoration
of the Goapel—Wonderful faith of the Lag-
lec-day Baints considering their traditions—
Progress of the Chnroh--The generation
Erowing up in thees mountaina—Conolusion.

PrEST. CANNON commenced by
reading a portion of the 84th sec-
tlon of the Book of Doctrine and
Covenanta:

““Which Abrabam received the
Priesthood from Melchizedek, who
received it through the lineage of
hijs fathers,even till Neah; and
from Noah till Enoch, through the
lineage of their fathers; and from
Encch to Abel, who wasslainby
the conepiracy of his brother, who
received the Priesthood bythe com-~
mandments of God, by the hand of
his father Adam, who was the first
man—which Priesthood eontinueth
in the Churoh of God in all genera-
ticns, and is without beginning of
days or end of years. And the Lord
confirmed a Priesthood also npon
Asaron and hir seed, throughout
all their generatlons—which Priest-
kood also contibueth and abldeth
forever with the Prlesthood, which
is after the holiest order of God.
And this greater Priesthood admin-
istereih the Goepel and holdeth the
key of the mysteries of the king-
dom even the key of the knowledge
of God; therefore, in the ordinances
thereof, ,the power of godliness is
manifest;and without the ordinances
thereof, and the aanthority of the
Priesthood, the power of godliness
ls not manifest unto men In the
flesh; for without thia no man can
see the face of God, even the Father,
upd live,

“Now this Mcses plainly taught
to the children of Israel ln the wil-
dernesr, and sought diligontly to
sanclify his psople that they wight
behold the face of God; bat they
hardened their hearts and eouild not
endure His presence, therefore the
Lord in His wrath (for His anger
was kindled against ihem) swore
that they should not enter tnto His
rest whiie in the wildetness, which
reat is the fulnesd of His glory,
Therefore He took DMoses out of
their midst, and the Holy Priest-
hood alac; and the leaser Priesthood
continued, which Priesthood hold.
eth the keys of the ministering of
sngels and the preparatory Gaospel;
which Goapel fa the Gospel of repen-
tance and of baptism, and the re-
mission of sine, and the law of car-
nel commandmentis, which the Lord
in His wrath, caused to continue
with the house of Aaron among
the children of Israel unti] John,
whom God raiced uwp, belng fliled
with the Hoely Ghost from his
mother’s womb.”

After which he said:

In arising to mddress tlils vast con-
gregation this morning I truet I
may have the assistance of the
Bpirit of God, that I may be able to
speak in plainness and with a die
tinct voice, 8o thatall can hear those
things that are appropriate to us on
the present oocasion. Naturally one
shrinks from the task of addressing
80 large an sudlence. It requires a
great phyeical eflort to do so; be-
sides it 18 & serious labor to attempt
to teach and to metruct the people
ix the things of God. I would not
attempt it if I did not hope to have
His aid. But the people have come
together this morning to be fed, to
have the bread of life adminteterad
to themy. This Ia our privilege. We
believe in this, aud I refoice thatI
am identifled with a people who
have this falth.

Whien I think of the great change
that has been wronght in the earth
within the Iast half centory in re.

to faith in God and in the mani.
estations of God’s power, X fesl ex.

ceedinglv thankful, and more espec-
inlly because I and my familly are
ideutifled with the people who bave
this faith.

- Fifty-three years ago the religicus
world stood aghast "at the ideas ad-
vanced by the Frophet Joseph
Bmith and thore associated with
him,

Eighteen centurles had elapsed
frem the days of the Bavior and His
Apastles, and during the greater
portion of thia time no wvolce from
the heavenly worlds had been
heard by man—at Jeast this was the
staternent made by the religions
people of that time, A deep silence
prevaiied. There had been no volce
of God. There had been po maui-
festations from the Bon of God.
There had been no angelio vieitation.
The ellence was deep, profonnd and
aninterrupted, as much aoas though
every possible meane of communi-
ontion between God, Jesus, the an-
geic hosts and man on the earth
bad been entirely cut off.

Joseph 8Smith, inepired of God,
came forth and deciared that God
lived, Arges had paseed snd no one
had beheld him. The fact that he
existed was like a dim tradition in
the minde of the people. The faot
that Jesus lived was only sapposed
to he the aase because eighteen hun-
dred years before men hed reen him.
The fact that angels had an exlst-
ance was based upon the knowiedge
h at men had recorded it eightsen
hondred years previously. The
character of God—whether He was
a pereongl being, whether His centre
was nowhereand his circumference
every where, were matters of apecu-
latlon. No one had eeen him. No
one had seen any one who had seen
Him. Noone had seen an angel.
No one had seen any one who had
seen an angel, and all that was
known concerning angels waz that
which had come down in this book
[the Biblel, Is it n wonder that
men were cnnfuesed? that there wnts
soch a variety of oplojons respect-
ing the char:%tar nntli)lb'bng of God?
Angels were painted with wings—
balf fow! and half man, iMuatrating
most perfectly the absurd notions
that had generated in the minds of
men concerning these belngs. How
oould it be expected to be otherwise?
But Jozeph Bmlith, as I said, start-
ied the world, It stood aghast at the
stalemient which he made and the
testimony which he bore. He de.
olared that he had seen God. He
declared that he had seen Jesus
Christ. He declared that he had
seen angels, that he had heard their
volces, that they had communicsted
to him divine traths. It wassome.
thing entirely unheard of; and be-
cause he made these statemente, he
wae deemed worthy of death! It is
& most wonderful thing when you
conteraplate jt, that there should
have been one man found who, af-
ter eighteen centuries of unhelief
and ineredulity, had faith enfficient
to feel after God and obtain revela-
tion from Him—that one man
should have been found who had
atrength sufflclent and power from
God sufflcient to make 80 great a de-
parture 8 t6 beHeve that it wouald
be possible for God to reveal Him-
eelf to man. All the persecutions
that the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints endured in the
early days were due to the fact that
they bore testimony to this great
and impertant truth that God Hved,
that God was a God of revelation,
and that God bad commmnnioated
His mind and will o His children
once more.:

After that revelatlon falth begin
togrow up fn men’s minds and
hearts. SBpeculation concerning the
being of God ceased among thoee
who recelved the testimony of
Joseph Bmith. He testifled that
God was a belngﬂof body, that He
had a body, that He had paris, that
man was in his likenees, that Jes-
us was the exact counterpart of the
Father, and that the Father and
Jesua were two distinob personages,
a8 distinet as an earthly father and
an earthly son, He bore testimony
also that angels did not have wings,
that they were men who had kept
their covenants with their Father
and their God, and hsd been exal-
ted, throngh obedience to the come
mandments of God, to that condi-
tion that they could dwei! in His
presens¢ and become His ministers.
By degrees this faith has grown un-
tij there are theusands upon thoo-
sands who have received it and who
believe it, who know for themselves
concerning God, concerning Jesus
Christ, concerning Hls Gospel and
the plan of salvation; aud the faith
that formerly existed has been res.
tored tc the earth, and has begun to
grow and to increase in the bearts
of the chilldren of men.

Not only has faith In epiritua

manifestations grown in the hearts
of the Latter-day Bsints, but some-
thiog of a similar character bas
grown ap in the midst of the world.
The pendulum which had swung In
one direction, In the direction of ex-
treme unbelief, of extreme incredno-
lity, concerning everything of a
epiritual character, after the organ-
jzation of this chureh, after the res-
toration of the everlasting Gospel in
ita anclent puority aerd power,~—the
pendalum, I ray, that had swang to
such an extreme In one direction,
began to awing in the other direc-
tion, in the direction of crednlity
and willingness to have something

that might be traced, or that
oould be attributed to a wepirite
meal origin, Bome fitteen

or sixieen yesrs after this Church
was organized, apiritaalism hegan to
make jte appearance, and thousands
upon thousands of people were
ready to receive anything that any
charlatan chose to bring before them
as the rasult of spiritual manifests.
tions, until the whole nation of the
United Btates, 58 well ra some na-
tions in Enrope, were bumbugged
by the most extraordinarv satate-
ments and ideas ret forth by those
chearlsians, Men are ready encugh
now in some places io belleve any-
thing that mnakes tis appearsnce in
the form of mpiritualism. AT sorts
of stories have been told. AH kinds
of power have been ranlfeatad,
Tables have been tip I cannot
attermpt to describe the mapy kinds
of manifestations that have been
had among men. Batthesame on-
willingnezs tn receive the truth, the
eame unwillingness to recelve the
Gospel and the blessings and gifts

of God, has continued to be
manifeated, and this beltef
or crednlity coucerning epirit-

ualism has not had any favorable ef-
fect umpon the people In caniing
thew to recefve the truth as it is,

power alone—ss I have read to
you In thiz extract from this revela-
tion—through which godliness and
the power of God and the gifts of
God can be made manifest with any
degres of safety—that 1s, through
the Prisathocd of the Son of God,
Take that suthorlty sway from the
midst of men, aud they would be
left precisely in the same condition
that the world war in at the time of
this revelation to Joseph Bmith,

Though Joreph Bmith, ss I have
8ald, wae permitted in his boyhood
to behold the Father and the 8on,
was ministered unto by holy angels,
he did not—snd it is a very remark-
able and noteworihy fact—he did
not becanse of those things, those
glorious visions that ke had, attempt
to exercise any aothority =as a ser-
vant of God in the administration of
the ordinances of the QGospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. His conduct in
this respect standz out in remark-
able contrast with the conduct of
men, handreds of whom, becanse
they receive an impression at scme
time that they ooght to preach the
Gospel, take wpon themeelves that
holy calling withoot any further an-
fthorlty than a mere impression np-
on their mcinds. He refrained from
Yoing anything of this character.
{He waited the good pleasure of God.
:Apd how consistent §{ was! How
mauach in secordance—now, we look
=t It jn the light of experience and
knowledge—with the will and plan
of God that heshonld thus wait, and
thats holy messenger should be rent
with the authority from on high to
lay his bands upon him and to res-
tora to the earth throngh bim the
everinating Priesthood, by the ad-
ministratien of which the gifts and
blessings and power of (Fod had been
manifested in ancient daya.

Joseph Bmith waited patiently for
yeara until the due time of the
Lord when He should send a bhea.
venly messenger, and He did eend
John the Baptist. John held the sn-
thority in ancient days to baptize
for the remission of eine, and held
the keys—having inherited them
from his great ancestor Auro:y-—of
the Aaroni¢c Priesthood whieh Afron
held, and which aethority his des-
cendents exercleed among the ohil-
drea of Israel untii the days of
John, who was called the Baptist,
This ﬁ'ohn, Jesus caid, wss & prophet
than whom none greater had ever
been born of woman, He was a
mighty man,’and was distingoished
above all men wupon the face of
the earth in tbis, that God
chose him to be the inetru-
ment to baptige Hils Ban Jesus
Christ in the waters of Jordon, He
was & unique charagter in this re.
spect, Jokn was beheaded, as we
know, to satiafy the prlests and the
marderous dispoeltioz of &8 wicked
woman. When he died he held the

keys of the Asrcnic Priesthogd—
that Prissthood, ss I ha've sald,

Now, there i# one power, and one h

which he deived from his
great ascestor Aaron, the
brother of Moees. He carried

with him that suthority, and there
having bven no hbestowal of it from

hia dsy until the day of Joseph:

Bmith, it became his legitimate
right, when the authorify was once
more to be restored to the earth, to
core and confer it. Hedid 0. He
Iaid his baude opon Joseph Smith
and Oliver Cowdery and ordained
them to the anthority wbich he
himself held. He bestowed n
them the keysof the Asronic Pritat-
hood that he had exercised while in
the flesh, When these mesn were
thos ordained, they then had the
right, which they exercfsed by the
command of Qod, to baptize each
other, and to btaptize others who
might be willing to repent of their
gins for the remiezion of #ine,

Bot this was not all. Something

more was needed, This higher
Priesthood of which I have read—
this greater Priesthood, which holds
the keys of the mysteries of the
Kingdom of heaven, the keys of
the knowledge of God—this preater
Priesthood was still recerved. Jobn
did not posseas it. “I Indeed,”says he,
“baptize you with water unto repen-
tanoce: but he that cometi afier me
ts mightier than I, whose ehoes I
am not worthy to bear: he shall bap
tizs yon wita the Holy Ghost, and
with fire.” John did not have that
aulthority. ButJesus held it. And
Jesus had bestowed it upon His
Aposties, three of whom were prom-
inen! among the Apostles,—one as
Presldent, and the other two as
counselors associated with him—Pe-
ter, James and John, These three
held the keys of this greater Prieat-
hood which they had received from
the Bon of God Himself, They
came, a3 Joseph Bmith festifled,
and laid their hands upon his head
and beetowed npon him the keys of
the Melchisedek Priesthood, the
igher Priesthood, the FPriesthooc
which is after the order of the Bon
of God- This authority was bia-
towed OncCe more upon men by the
admiolstration of theso heavenly
eings who had been sent from God,
the Eternal Father, to reetore it
pnce more to the earth.
. Hencethis Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Balnts stands alone.
{t stands disconnected entireiy with
every other organization on the fuce
of the earth, It draws It power
from no existing organjzatlon. It
derfves its authority, it derives its
Priesthood from nothiug that exists
among men; but clalming that the
Chureh bhad fallen, that the anthor-
ity of the Holy Priesthood had been
taken from the earth and with.
drawn to God in heaven, bceause of
the wickedness of met. in slaying
‘those who held thia Priesthoou, it
‘was eminently proper and coneistens
that when If was once more ress
tored to the earth 1t ehouid be res-
tored from heaven by the adminis-
tration of holy angels.

Time will not permit me to dwell
at any length apon the results ot
what has occurred since then., But
[ may eay this, that a new ocder of
things commenced on the earth
from the day that Joieph Smith
waes ordained and the day this
Chuorch was organized. Once more
.the Church was organized, baving
 within it all the old authority—the
| Apoatleship, the Priesthood, the
giits, the graces, the blessings that
charaoterized the Church of Christ
in the day when It was upon the
earth. Noibing was wanting. The
aame power, the same blessings, the
same giits, the same union, the
same love, the same {estimony on
the part of those who had received
these ordinsncee, until to-day we
have jn these mountain valleys a
people the exacl counterpart in
every yariioulatr of that primitive
Church which Christ and His Apos-
ties organized opon the earth,
Every distinotive feature, every
enaravteristic, every power, every
ordinance, that that Church
seseed iz clalmed and poessssed by
whis Chureh of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter day Baints, and the same fruits,
the eame characteristics, the same
bleseings, the same union, the same
power, attends the administration
of its ordinances and follows its be-
Hevera in all their lives and inail
thelr operations. Go with its mjs-
slonaries to the remotest land, you
will find them the exact followers of
the dieciples of Jesus who were with
Him in the fiesh. Did they trave}
without puree or ecrip? 80 do the
Elder: ot the Church in these last
daya., Did they exercise faith before
(od to have their way opened up be-
fore them? Bo do the Eiders in
ihese last days. Did they baptize
repentant believers for the remis-
slon of tbelreins? Bo do the Eiders
in these Imst dayms Dlid they proms
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lee unto repentant brelievers who
were baptized thst they should res,
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost? 8o
do the Elders who go forth in thesé'
last days. The same promise, th e
eame gift, the same power, that was
promised anclently is again prom.-
lsed, snd, what 1a better satill, Id
again beatowed and enjoyed by thoses
who qualify themeelves to receiva.
this preclous gift. DId they lay-
hands opon the #ick for the restorn--
tion of their health? 8o do the El-
uers in these Jast daye; snd the sick’
are healed; and the' power of God is
manifesled vmong men as it has
not been manifestea for thers many
centnries past. Did they, wher
they had organized a Church, find & .
people full of union and love, loving
one anocthee and willing to do deeds-
of kindness fo one another, and.
thinking more of their brethren'-
than they did of themselves? 8o do-
the Elders in theea Jast days in or--
ganizing branches of the Church,’
and the same epirit attends their Ia-
hors and follows as a result of their
adwinistrations in every land—not
in Christias lands alone, but in hea-
then lande, and among the natives
of our forests and of onr mountains,
Wherever these Elders go they 20
accompanied by the power of God,
Thiarests down mpon the peopis-
who receive their words, and they
are filled with the Holy Ghoat, anc,
their hearts are blended together in-
union and in love, which eaunot be -
found elsewhere mpon the face of
the earthb—God in this wonderfol
manner bearing teatimony to the la.
bors of His mervants and to thetr
word and falflling their promiaes It¥
bestowing those gifta upon all races;
upon all men who bow in submission
to the Gespel which they preach,
There is not a single characwrtatig

that the anoirnt Churoh possessed
tbat is Dot manifested tn theee on
days in the Church of Jeaus Christ|
of Latter-day 8saints, The same
pereecution of the Church, the sam
hatred, the same inolination to zh
the blood of inuffemaive, innoceml
men and women, to drive them
from their homes and to treat them
with the utmost cruelty uwpon base-,
lesa charges and misrepresentation
~—that characteriatio is not wanting
efther, It fsllows the Church. I%
follows the Elders of the Church go
where they willk They may be as
pure as angeli—e0 far as it {8 posaj-:
ble for earihly belngs to be-—never-
theless they are followed by this
Aood-tide of falsebood, of slander,
of misrepresentation, and also by
the eame disposition to Kiil
them, to shed thelr blood, and
Yrophets have been slain in our day,
the bleod of apostles has beent
‘shed in our dsy, the blood of
disciples apd Baints has stained .
the earth in owr day for the tes-
timony of Jesus and for the word.
of God. There it not a sirgle char-
acteristic lacking, and to-day this
Chunreh stands as a living testimony
in the eyes of all natioms that God
has indeed restored the everlscting
Gaoepel, that God has indeed once
more spoken from the heavens, that
God hae indeed restored the ever-
lasting Priesthood, through the ad-
ministration of which all theee bles-
stngs have come in so remarkable s
magner to men.

Considering whst an age of unbe-
llef we have had, considering the
traditions thet we have inherited, It
ls wonderful the faith that has been
manifested by this pecple called Lat.
ter-day Bainls. When I Jeok atit
freom a certain standpoint, I am -
amsged at what [ witnees, The
fathers of this people had not faith -
jn anything of this kxind. Imbued
with the traditions that were preva.
lent throughont Christendom, they
beljeved that the heavena where
sealed, that all communications had °
ceased between God and an, and
that all we had to depend apon was |
$his book [the Bible] for the knowl-
edge of God. This was the tradition
inetillied into the minds of our an-
cestors putil it has become a crysta-
lz=d belte{. One of the most difficnit
things to make men believe, when
this Church was first organized in
these jnat daye, was that it woald be
poeeible for tiod to speak, that it
wonld be poseible for angele to come -
to the earth, that it would be possi-
ble for that power to be manifested
once mote. All these things were .
nerocliated with impotture in the
minds of men, A man who made
any such statement was immediate-
Iy accured of belng an impostor
and of trying to deceive somebody,

This Church has made its onward
progress, despite this cryetalized un- -
bellef which has been like a waliof |
adamant in front of ue, hedging’our
way, bauring our progress In tbe
midet of the homan famliy. Men
would listen and then lurn awsy
with & snecr when they hear =
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