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THE RIGHT OF PETITION

SOME of the arbitrary positions
taken by the city council are con-
temptuous and tyrannical these
tendencies are exhibited to a greater
or less extent at nearly every session
of that body inIn some instances the
right to petition is practically ex-
tinguished the right to set forth
reasons and grievances is recognized
by every civilized government and
is guaranteed by the constitution in
this republic it ought not to be
abridged with impunity

thisthiis disagreeable feature of the
present administration of the city
government cropped out no longer
ago than tuesday june As
anan instance a protest was intro-
duced signed by between sixty and
seventy rn lents abouarouaroundnd the locality
where the fifth ward meetinghousemeeting house
is sittsituated the document was in
opposition to the rap iid transit
company being permitted to con-
struct a switch in front of and in
close proximity to the building
named the protest was never read
in the council but like rejected
manuscript in a newspaper office it
was flfiledit 1 I without rendingreading a motion
to that effect prevailing without a
dissentient A protest against the
extension of water mains was simi-
larly treated

no matter what may be the sub-
ject of a petition or the attitude as-
sumed by the petitionerspetitioners the latter
are in a civilized government en-
titled to a hearing this has been
to all intents and purposes in a
number of instances denied by the
present city council and such an
exhibition of contempt for popular
rights is we contend tyrannical

this summary aad undemocratic
manner of doing public business
should cease if not those who are
thusthua insultingly treated ought to in-
sist on being beard

suchstich a course as that complained
orof exhibits plainly that the council
on some subjects are unwilling to
listen to any additional reasons that
may exist concerning them the
cavalier treatment of popular ex

pres re ferre 1 I to is not excus-
able on the ground that the matter
involved had previously been re-
ferred to a committee which had
already prepared a report upon it
for aught the council or committee
may have known the document
may have given good ground for a
reconsideration orof the report anleunless
sound reason is notdot to be the basis
of the transactions ofif those en-
trusted with the performance of the
public business of this community

the council should act in the ca-
pacity of servants and nonott in that
of masters or lords of the people
they should be careful to preserve
and notdot invade and destroy the
right of petition

pronounced opposition TO

confiscation 0
0

THE confiscation of the property
of the church of jesus christ 0oc

latter day saintssainta continues to be
denounced by the patriotic portion
of the american press As a rule
the influential journals of the coun-
try express a willingness for mor-
monism to be opposed but many
of them pronouncedly dissent from
the methods now being applied in
that direction the process being un-
called for and irredeemably unjust
and dishonest

rhefhe denver republican is one of
the papers which abagail confisca-
tion and presents the following
condensed plea for fair dealing and
honesty

1114Is the handful of mormonscormons in
utah and other parts of the country
such a menace to our institutions that
it is necessary for the government of
the united states to resort to conflict
teon in order to hold the mormon
church in check

there is such a thing as honesty
in dealing with ones enemies there
is sueh a thing as justice to criminals
there is such a thinthingg as doing right
for rights sake and in the face of pop-
ular prejudice but the bill which
senator edmunds introduced to turn
the property of the mormon church
over to the public schools of utah fallsfails
to recognize any of these general pro-
positions

the fact that some of the mormonscormons
axeare polygamists and that the church
teaches the doctrine of polygamy will
nonot justify the supposedsupposed confiscation
the constitution of the unitedun cited states
declares that private property shall
not be taken for public use without
juat compensation we do not mean
cosayto say thatthal the transfer of the proper-
ty of this dissolved corporation to the
public schools of utah would be in
violation of this provision of the con-
stitutionution but we do say it would be
in violation of the spirit

owhywhy should not congress bebeljust
venevene to the mormonscormonsMormons shousanthousandsa of
members of the Mmormon church have
never lived in polypolygamyamy ought they
to be made to anglersuffer because of the
rimes of others or because their

church teaches the doctrine of poleg

amy the proposed confiscation isis
unnecessary it would be unjust and
unfair

the foregoing is tersely put is
in and simply unan

bwerable from the standpoint of rea-
son justice and republicanism

some time since the new york
sun had a strong article with the
right ring to it upon this important
subject it was largely quoted and
variously received while some
jonjournals opposed its position others
as strongly supported it A private
gentleman mr H C baldwin of
broadwaybroad way nownew york took unqua-
lifiedlifred ground with the sun as will
be seen by the following which ap-
peared in the columns of that paper
in the form of a correspondence
fromfrem his pen
to thee suitor of the sun

sir your remarks on the mormon
confiscation case areara timely and just
but not severe enough the edmunds
act in many of its features was the
most infamous that ever disgraced our
national statute book and there have
been bome very infamous the de-
cision of the supreme court sustaining
the act will return some day to tor-
ment not only the court but the con-
gress of the Uunited states the leal
cause for the passage of that act never
showed itself in the discussion over it
in congress its defenders claimed
its object was to destroy polygamy
the real object was to destroy co-
operative stores that interfered with a
lot of sharks who wanted to con-
trol the trade of utah that act
took from the women of utah the
rigrightlit of suffrage and confiscatedtathe property of the people and
all under the pretext of morality
but I1 felt from the day of its passage
until the decision of the supreme
court thathat it was so contrary to every
principle of natural justice that a ju-
dicial decision would kill it

1 I have not a word to say in defense
of polygamy but I1 have more respect
for the morinmoransns who had no housesbouses
of prostitution and no illegitimate
children to put into foundling hos-
pitals than I1 have for the hypocrites
who from unworthy motives secured
the passage of the confiscation act

mr baldwin is a man who is a
credit to the race he has clear
convictions of right and the courage
to fearlessly state them over his own
signature long muymay he live and
be able to raise his voice and wield a
pen in favor of the and in de-
nunciationnuncia tion 0 heartless demagogues
whose un american political and
mercenary schemes are threatening
the very existence of the great re-
public

the los angeles expresserem very
properly showyshows the absurdity ot the
insinuation offered against chief
justice fuller because of his dis-
agreement with the majority of the
supreme court on the recent confis-
cation decision

the dissenting opinion of chief
justice fuller in the decision of the
united states supreme court declar-
ing the mormon church property


