THE DESERET WEEKIY.

The Deseret Weekly.

PURLTATED RY -

THE DESERET NEWS COMPANY

BALT LAKE CITY, UTALL

BUBSORIPTION RATES:

Per Yeur, of Filty-twe Numbers, - - - -$2.560.

Per Volume, of Twenty-six Numbers, . - 150
IN ADVARCE.
OHARLES W. PENROSE. - - EDTTOR,

June 28. ISH0O.

THE RIGHT OF PETITION.

SoME of the arbitrary positiona
taken by the City Counsil are con-
temptuous and tyranoical. These
tendencies nre exhiblted to agreater
or less extont at nearly every session
of that body. [n some instances the
right te petition is practically ex-
tinguished. The right to set forth
reasous and grisvances is recognized
by every eivilized gouvernment, and
ig guarhnteed by the Constitution in
this Republic. Tt ought ot to be
abridgal with impunity.

This isagreenble feature of the
presant wlministration of the city
government cropped out no longer
ago than Tuesday, June 17th. As
an iostunce, & protest was intro-
dueed, sigaed by bet ween sixty and
seventy r-eidents around the locality
w here the FifthWard meeting-house
is gituated. The document was in
appositinn  to the Rapid Transit
Compony helug permitted to con-
gtruot » switeh in rront of and in
close proximity +to the building
named. The protest wus never rend

u the Council, hut, like rejected
manuseript in a newspaper office, it
was fld without reading, 1 motion
to that effect prevailing without a
dissentient. A protest agaiost the
extensinn of water mains wa« simi-
larly treated.

No matter what may be the rub-
ject bf a petition or the attitude as-
sumed by the petitioners, the latter
nrg, in a civilized government, en-
titled to a hearing. This has heen,
to all intents nad purposes, in n
number of instroces, denied by the
present City Couuell, and such an
wxhibition of contempt for popular
rights is. we contend, tyrannical.

This swmmary and unilemocratic
manner ol doing public business
should cease. I not, those whoare
thus ipsultingly treated aught tn ju-
gist on being heard.

Sueh n couree as that complained
‘of exhibita plainly that the Counetl,
on some Bubjegts, are upwilling to
listen to any additional reasons that
may eXist concerning them. The
-eavalier treatment of popular ex-

salilrdny, - -

pressions referred to is not excus-
abde on the ground thet lbe matter
involved had previously been re-
ferred to a e:mmittee which had
already prepared a report upon it.
For nught the Council or commititee
| may have koown the document
may have giveu good ground for a
recon8ideration of the report, unless
souud regson is not to be the basis
of the trapsacilons nf thoese wen-
trusted with the performanee of the
public buginess of this commuuity.

The Council should act in the ca-
pacity of servants and oot in- that
of mosters or lords of the people.
They should be eareful to preserve
and pot invadu aod destroy the
vight of petition.

PRONOUNCED OPPOSITION TO
CONFISCATION. »

THE eonfiscation of the property
of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints continues to be
denounced hy the patriotie portion
of the Awmerican press. AB8 a rule
the influential journals of the ccun-
bry express a willingness for “Mor-
monism?* to be uppused, but many
of them pronvuncedly dissebt from
the methods 1ntow heing applied in
that direction, the process being un-
cabled for and frredeemully unjust
ant dishonest.

The Denver Republican is oue of
the papera which assail conflsca-
tion, and presents the following
coudensed plea for fir-dealing and
hopesty:

I« the handful of Mormons in
Utah rnd other parts of the country
such a menaca to oar institntions that
it is necessary for the government of
the United Siates to resort to confizca-
fron in order to hold the Mormon
Churéh in check?

““Phere is »~tch a thing as honesty
in dealing wilh one's enemies. There
is sueh a thing as justice to criminais.
There is such a ihing as doing right
for right'ssalce. and in the fuce of pop-
ular prejudice. But the bill which
Senitor Edmunds introduced to turn
the property of the Mormon Church
over to the pablic schools of Utah fails
Lo recognize any of these general pro-
positions.

“#The facl that some of the Mormons
are polygamists and that the Church
teaehes the doctrine of polygamy will
not justify the suppused confiscation.
The Constitulion of the United States
deciares that private property shall
not be 1aken for public use wilhout
fust compansation. We do not mean
to say thal the transfer of the proper-
Ly of this dissolved corporation to the
public schools of Utabh would he in
violation of this provision of the Con-
stitution. But we do say it would be
in violation of the spirit.

““Why should not Congress be just,
even to the Mormons? Thousands of
members of the Mormon Charch have
never lived in polygamy. Ought they
to be made to puffer because of the
.rimes of others, or becanse their

Churoh teaches the doctrine of polyg-

amy? The proposed confiscation I8
unnecessary, It would be unjuost and
unfair,”

The foregoing is tersely put. is
mullum in parvo, annd simply unan-
swarable from the standpoint of rea-
#on, justice nnd Repuhlicaniem.

Bome time since the New York
Sun had a strong article with the
right rfog to it upon this important
subject. [t was largely quoted and
varioualy¥ received. While some
journals opposed its position, others
a8 strougly supported it. A private
rentlemnn—Mr. H. C. Baldwin, of
Broadway, New York—took ungua-
liled ground with the Sun, as will
be seen by the following, which ap-
peared in the columus of that paper
in the form of a correspondence
frem his pen:

To the Editor of the Sun:

“Sir—Your remarks on the Mormon
confiscation case are timely aud just,
bhut not severe enough, The Edmmunds
act1n_many of its features was the
most iInfamouns that ever disgraced our
nalional statute hook, and there have
been some very infamous. The de-
cision of the Supreme Court sustaining
the ac¢t will return some day to tor-
ment not only the eourt but the Con-
gress of the Uniied States. The real
cause for the passage of thut act never
showed itself in the diseassion over it
in Congress. Its defeudera claimed
its objoct was to destroy polygamy.
The real ohject was to dl:a).sl.roy co-
operative stores that interfesad with s
lot of sharks who wanted to con-
trol the trade of Utah  That act
took from the women of Utab the
right of suffrage, and confiscated
the property of the people and
all under the jretext of morality.
But I feld from the day of ils passage
until the decision o{ the Supreme
Court that it was so contrary to every
principle of Datural justice that a ju-
dicial decision would kil]j ir.

“I have not a word to say in defense
of polygamy, but I have more respect
for the Morm~ns, who had no houses
of prostilution and no illegitimate
children to put into foundling hos-
pitalg, than I bave for the hypocrites
who from unworthy motives secured
the passage of the configcaiion act.”

Mr. Buldwin is a mau who isa
credit to the race. He has clear
couvictione of right and the courage
to feariessly state themyover his own
sigoature. Long mey he live and
be able to ruise his voige and wield a
pen in favor of the rignt aud in de-
nungiativn o. heartless demapogues
whose un-Ameriean political und
mercenary schemes are threatening
the very existence of the Great Re-
publie. :

The Los Angeles Fapress very
properly shows the ahsurdity of the
{fusinuation offered upgainst Chief
Justice Fuller hecanse of his dis-
agreement with the majority of the
Bupreme Court on the recent confie-
cation decision:

“The dissenting opinion of Chief
Justice Fuller in the degigion of the
United Siates Supreme Court declar-
ing the Mormon Church property



