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and self control I1 would admonish
all that they cultivate diligently
the spirit of prayer and supplication
with this vast tide of prosperity
with this influx of wealth and infla-
tion of pritea many men are forget-
tingtin their prayers old and youngaufand they are so much busi-
ness and so much hurry they can-
not stop to pray neither at morning
nor at night I1 warn you my
brethren if you cease your prayers
and do not keep that connection be-
tween you and your god you will
dry up and be blown away these
influences will contaminate you
they will hunger your soul after
the things of the world and the
cares of the world will choke the
word and the spirit of the lord
will wittiwithdrawdraw from you unless you
find speedy repentance and turn to
findbud the favor and presence of the
loid again it is of the utmost im-
portanceport atice that we should keep the
connection complete between us
and the heavens we know when
there is a stormand we put in a tele-
gram to send abroad and we do notdot
gett an answer that there tois some-
thingS g the matter the poles are
down the wire is down for there has
been some storm but when the
wires are in order the message goes
through and we get the answer just
so it isIB about our prayers if we
live as we ought to do the spirit of
prayer and supplication is with us
and we are increasing in strength
in faith and in fellowship with god
with the augeleangels and the spirits of
the just made perfect and thesetheme
things will be hastened on according
to our diligence and faithfulness
will the purposes of god be brought
about unto us

we haviehave hadbad to my understand-
ing a most precious season during
this conference it has seemed as
if the gamut of the gospel has been
traced towards us in every keynote
of it from personal confession up to
the highest principles of the gospel
it seems to me that every soul must
havebeen fed every afflicted sorrow
ful one must have been comforted
every tried and tempted one must
have felt the benefit orof these in-
structions to refresh his soul and
renew his strength before the lord
I1 wish tofo testify that I1 have been
greatly blessed of the lord

I1 obtained the first testimony of the
holy spirit to the truth of this great
work in the midstbidet of what is called
the grand prairie in Missomissouritirl
I1 was crossicrossingDg it on foot one
day in november 1838 1I had
just heard that the prophet tlethe
apostles and the elders to the
number of thirty or forty had been
taken off to richmond liberty and
other places to prison and that we
need never hope to have them with
usno any more for the wicked had de-
terminedterminedned that they should not dwell
with us nor we with them I1 felt
as a boy seventeen years old would
naturally feel under those circum-
stances about two thousand miles
from his native home in search of
the gospel of the KIkingdom0 on of god
and the servants of god rightbight
there in that lonely place it was
that the blessings and glory of god
shone around me and it was shown
totomeme that we would have them

again it was the work of god it
could not be destroyed it could not
be broken up it could not be im-
paired it was shown to me how it
looked to peter and the brethren an-
ciently when jesus christ was
crucified and the apostle has writ-
ten for us that hisbis hopes were well
nigh goneigone when the lord made
this manifest to me I1 rejoiced ex-
ceedinglycee and traveled over that
prairie with great lightness and testi-
mony and got up to associate with
the people of god

that was the first testimony I1 re-
ceived from god concerning the
work and during the last fifty
years that I1 have been traveling
with you and throughout the na-
tions in preaching the gospel to this
and european countries I1 have
been blessed with testimonies re-
peatedlypeat edly such as healings tongues
interpretations prophecies cevela
tionsandnd the still small voice and in
divers other ways I1 know this to
be the hurchchurchU audand kingdom of god
I1 know it to be the work ofthe lord
just as truly as I1 know any earthly
thing I1 have to do with and know-
ing this I1 feel and have all the
time to consecrate myself with
what little I1 am and have to help
build up this church andio ad-
vance its interests in any humble
capacity in which I1 may be situ-
ated

you will recollect that some few
years ugoago one among the apostles
had the senselesseSO inconsideration to
feel and to say that our savior was
only as another man that he was
tried unn i convicted sentenced and
executed as any other culprit should
be and you will remember that he
was moved out of his place this
thing struck deep into my heart I1
was ordained as you know here ini n
these valleys in 1849 being then
the youngest member in the council
of the apostles but this circum

me
melted lead it went down into
my soulboul and I1 thought what do I1
know about our great captain our
lord jesus christ our great re-
deemer and called to be an apostle
of the lord jesus christ it came
home totomeme with an earnestearnestness that
set me at work with prayer and with
fasting and with searching the
scriptures until god in his pleasure
showed it to me and I1 can say that
I1 know that my redeemer lives
and he will come and stand upon
the earth in the latter day
liehe came and went through his
ministry until the earth and the in-
habitantsbabi tants thereof did what they list-
ed with him and when they hadbad
done the last thing they could do
with him he triumphed over death
and hell and went on high he
lives there and will remain there
until his enemies shall be made his
footstool you and I1 are called up-
on to prepare ourselves in body and
in spirit in all that we are with all
that we have with all that we can
control and prepare our surround-
ings for his coming his glorious
return when he astallsl all tring his
ranransransomedomed throngs with him

no earthly potentates be he czar
emperor king lord or noble or of
any title has hadbad the prestigegp and
the attention of the human family

as has this our lord and savior
jesus christ the most ancancieterAL
time we hear of in the garden orot
eden it was said of him that he
should come in the meridian of time
and sacrifices were given and re-
quired to perpetuate this knowledge
that he was to come as the great
living sacrifice and by the wisdom
ofef the eternal and man on the earth
it was so perpetuated and every
great man that had any knowledgeknow ledge
of god offered sacrifices and perpet-
uated that knowledge till jesus came
and dwelt in the flesh these
records that president woodruff re-
ferred us to this morning contain
testimonies that have come down
through the ages of time unto
u and we know that he has come
that he liashas passed through this or-
deal that he has wrought out sal-
vation and the resurrection for all
mankind

we live in a period of time when
peoples hearts are hardbard the na-
tion kteems to be be clouded terri-
ble thought our nation is filled
with lies concerning us they do
not know us we have not the
power to make curseourselvesalves known toth
them they are unwilling to know
they seem as if they are afraid we
are right we cannot get them
even to that first birth by which
they might see the kingdom of
god much less enter into it oh
what a terrible condition they are
ida parts of the united statsstates will
notdot listen to an elder other parts
are now receiving the gospel a
little but what has the lord to
say about this matter we under-
stand by the revelations that the
great father of lies is the author of
this condiconditiontiou of things he was a
liar from the beginning and be has
imposed these lies and false ideas
upon the human family and he is
keeping them under that cloud lest
they should come unto a knowledge

what did the apos-
tles say anciently that god
shall send them strong delusion
that they should believe a lie that
they all wightmight be damned who be-
lieved not the truth but had pleas-
ure in unrighteousness 11 oh ter-
rible fate terrible
consequences right here in the
flesh without waiting jpA get out of
it to find the torments of hell as
promised by some for god has de-
creed that he will sweep away this
refuge of lies with the besom of his
destruction as promised by his an-
cient prophets

this Is the condition of the world
and now while it is so that we can-
not be heardbeard bytheby the preaching of
the gospel we say as our president
has saldsaid let us go to the dead letaleta
us get the records of our ancestry
and go to worewora for them and very
soon we will find that they will be
at work for us as those who are
laboring in the holy aasplaceslaces do find
this isie a work that has to do with
the generations of the dead for ages
that are past

the testimony of john is true
concerning the lordLor jesusdJesus christ
who was inthein the beginbeginningninnimin the
creation and without him there
was not anything made that was
made he had control as he was
the character known as jehovah


