aud self-control. I would admonish
all that they cultivate diligently
the spirit of prayer and supplication.
With this vast tlde of prosperity,
with this influx of wealth apd infla-
tien of prives, many men are forget-
ting their pravers—old and youog—
and they are havidg sv much busi-
ness and 8o much hurry, they can-
not stop to pray, oeither at morning
nor at night. 1 waru you, my
bretliren, if you cease your prayers
and do not keep that eonpection be-
tween you and your God, you will
dry up and be blown away. These
influences will contaminate you.
They will hunger your sovul after
the thioge of the world, and the
cares of the world will choke the
word, and the Bpirit of the Lord
will withdraw from you, unless you
find speedy repentance aud turn to
fnd the favor and presence of the
Lord again. Itisof the utmost im-
portauce that we should keep the
connection complete between us
and the heavens. We kpow when
there ig a storm,and #e putin atele-
gram to send abroad and we do not
get an anewer, that there is some-
thing the matter—the poles are
down. the wire isdown, for there has
been some storm. But when the
wires are in order, the message goes
through and we get the answer, Just
mo it 18 about our prayers. If we
Jive as we ought to do, the spirit of
prayer and supplication is with us,
nnd we are increasing in strength,
in faith, and in fellowship with (%od,
with the angels and the spirits of
the Just made perfect. And these
things will be hastened on; according
to our diligence and faithfulpess,
will the purposes uf God be brought
about unto us.

We have had, to my understand-
ing, & most precicus season during
this Conference. [t has seemed as
if the gamut ol the gospel hag been
traced towanrds us, in every keynole
of it, from personal confession 1tp to
the highest principles of the goapel.
It seems to me thut every soul must
have been fed; every affiictued,sorrow -
ful one must have been comforted;
every tried and tempted one must
hnave felt the bonefit of these in-
structions to refresh his soul and
renew his strength before the Lord.
I wish to testify that 1 bave Leen
greatly blessed ot the Lord.

I obtained the first testimony of the
Holy Spirit to the truth of this great
work in the widst of what is called
the grand prairfe in  Missouri.
I was crossing it on foot one
day in November, 1838. I Lhad
just heard that the Prophet, the
Apostles apd the FElders, to the
number of thirty or forty, had been
taken off to Richmond, Liberty and
other places, to prienn, and that we
need never hiope to have them with
usany more; for the wicked had de-
termined that they should not dwell
with us, nor we with them." I felt
as o boy seventeen yenrs old would
pnturaily feel under those circum-
stances—abiout two thousand miles
from his native home, in search of
the Gospel of the Kingdom of God
nnd the servanis of God. Right
there in that lopely place it waa
that the blessings und glory of God
skone arvund me, and it was shown
to me that we would have them
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again; it was the work of God, it
could not be destroyed, it could not
be broken up, it could pot be im-
paired. It was shown to me bow it
iooked to Peter and the brethren an-
ciently when Jesus Christ was
crueified, apd the A postle hag writ-
ten for us that his hopes were well
nigh gone. When the Lord made
thiz manifest to me, [ rejolced ex-
ceedingly, and ftraveled over that
prairie with great lightness nnd testi-
mony, and got up lo associate with
the people of God.

That was the first testimony [ re-
ceived from God concerning the
work. Anpd during the last fifty
years that 1 bave been traveling
with you and throughout the na-
tions in preaching the Guspel to this
and Lurvpenn countries, 1 have
been blessed with testimonies re-
peatedly, such as healings, tongues,
interpretations, prophecies, revela-
tions,and thestill small voice and in
divers other ways. 1 koow this fo
be the Church and Kingdom of Ged,
1 know it to be the work of the Lord,
just as truly us I know any earthly
thing I have to do with; and, know-
ing this, 1 feel, and bave all the
time, to consecrate myself with
what little [ am and have, to he(]ip
build wp this Church and to ad-
vance its interests o any humble
capneity in which I may be situ-
ated. 9

You will recollect that seme few
years ngo one among the Apostles
had the genseless Inconsideration to
feel and to say that onr Bavior was
only as another man; that he was
tried an . conviected, sentenced aud
executed asany other culprit should
be; and you will remember that he
was moved out of his place. This
thing struek deep into my heart, I
was ordained, ag you know, here in
these valleys, in 1849, being then
the youngest member in the Council
of the Aposties. But this circum-
stapce struck me all through like
melted lead. It went down into
my soul, and I thought, what do 1
knogv abwut our Great Captain, our
Lord Jesus Christ, our Great Re-
deemer, and ¢alled to be an A postle
of the Lord Jesus Cbrist. It came
home tome with an earnestness that
sct ine at work with prayer and with
fasting, and with searching the
seriptures, until God in His pleasure
showed it to me; and T can say that
I konow that my Redeemur lives,
and He will come and stand upon
the earth in the latter day.
He came and went through His
ministry, until the earth aud the in-
habitants thervof did what they list-
ed with Him, and when they had
done the Inst thing they conld do
with Him, He trinmphed over death
and he}l and went on high. He
liver there and will remain, there
until His encmica shall be made his
footsiool. You nnd I are called .up-
on to prepare onrselves In body and
in spirit, in nll that we are, with all
tbat we have, with nall that we can
control, and prepare onr surround-
ings, for His coming, His glorious
return, when He st all bring His
ransomed thronge with Him.

No earthly polentates, be he czar,
emperor, king, lord or noble, or of
nny title, has had the prestige and
the attention of the bhuman family
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as has this our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. . The most ancieyf
time we bear of—in the Garden 5"
Eden—it was said of Him that He
should come in the meridino of time,
and sacrifices were given and re-

uired to perpetuate this knowledge,
that He was to come as the great
living sacrifice, and by the wisdom
of the Eternal and man on the earth
it was 80 perpetuated; and every
great man that had apy knowledge
of God offered sacrifices and perpet-
uated that knowledge till Jesus vame
and dwelt in the flesh. These
records that President Woodruff re-
ferred ue to thie morning contain
testimonies that have come down
through the ager of time unto
us, and we know that He hae come,
that He hias passed through this or-
deal, that He has wrought out sal-
vatlon and the resurrcction for all
mankind.

We live in a period of time when
people’s hearta are hard. 'The pa-
tion svems to be beclouded. Terri-
ble thought! our nation is flled
with lies concerning us. They do
not know us. We have oot the
power to make cnrselves known to
them. They are unwilling to know.
They seem as il (hey are afraid we
are right. We caonot get them
even Lo that first birth, by which
they might see the Kingdom of
God, much less cnter into it. Oh,
what a terrible condition they are
in! Puarts of the United States will
oot listen to an Llder; other parta
are now receiving the Gospel
little. But what has the Lord to
say about this matter? We under-
stand, by the revelations, that the
great father of lies is the author of
this condition of things. He was
liar from the beginning, and be has
imposed these jies and falee idess

-upon the human family, and he is

keeping them under that cloud lest
they should come unto a knowledge
of thetruth, What did the Apos-
tles say anclently? That “Uod
shall gend them sfrong delusion,
that fthey should believe a lie: that
they all might be dumped who be-
lieved not the truth, but had pleas-
ure in uporighteousness.” Oh, ter-
rible fate, terrible Judgment, terrible
coneequences; right here in the
flesh, without waiting g get ont of
it, to find the terments of hell as
promised by some! For God has de-
creed that he will sweep nway this
refuge of lies with the besom of His
destruction as promised by his un-
cient prophets,

This is the condition of the world.
And now while it is 8o that we can-
not be heard by the preaching of
the Gospel, we say, as our President
hassaid, let usgo to the dead. Le
us get the records of our aucestry
and go to work for them; and very
soon we will find that they will be
at work for ups, as those who nre
laboring in the holy r]avea do find.
This is a work that bas to do with
the generntions of the dead for ages
thnt are pust.

The testimony of John is frue
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was {o the beginnirlx_f. in the
creation, and without Him there
was not anythiog made that was
made, He had control. ax He was
the character koown as Jehovah.



