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The scriptures inform us ‘“‘that no man
knows the things of God, but by the spirit
of God;” and then no man can speak the
things of God unless aided by the spirit of

the Lord; and no people can comprehend
the things spoken unless insp and

guided by the same spirit. We need
this spirit continually and so do all man-
kind, to guid wus; to enable us to com-
prehend the laws of life; to regulate and
concentrate -our thoughts; to elevate

and ennoble our feelings; to give force and’

vitality to our aections, and to place us in a
position before God, before men and before
the holy angels,that will be right,acceptable
and proper toall trme intelligence to the
angelic hest, and to our Heayenly Father,
It matiers very little what we are engaged
in, it is impossible for us to do right with-
out the gnidanceof the Almighty; but aided
and directed by the spirit of the Iord, we
ean act inconsonance with the dignity of
our high position as immortal beings pos-
sessing the holy priesthood, and partici-
pating in the new and everlasting covenant;
by the aid of that unerring spirit we can
fulfil the measure of our ereation and pre-
pare ourselves for an inheritance in the
eelestial kingdom of our God.

We are fold ‘‘that the world by wisdom
knows not God;”” yet they do comprehend a
great many things,and because of the spread
of general intelligence and the great pro-
gress of science,literature and the arts they
believe they can find out God. Like the
framers of Babels Toiwer they seek to pen-
eirate the heavens on natural pringciples
Like them they are mistaken, as all men
have been who have sought to solve the
problem of life through the inflaence of hu-
man wisdom. No man ever did understand
God on this principle; neither can they by
mortal agency alone understand the prin-
¢iple of life and salvation, No man in the
present generation comprehends them on
this principle: neither will human wisdom

enable any man who ever will live to un- '.

derstand them. It is true that mankind,
within & short time, haye made great ad-
vances in the arts and sciences, = During
the last half century scientific resoarch has
made many wonderful developments; and
and many things which, before that time,
were unknown to the human family, are
now quite familiar., There was very littlé
known of the application of the power of
steam half a centuary ago. I remember,
very well, the first steam-boat and locomo-
live that were propelled by steam, and
riding on the first railway. Before that,
locomotion had to depend wupon the winds
and tides and horse power and a few other
agencies. These are now supplanted by
what all will acknowledge as a very super-
ior agent,—namely, the power of steam.
Electricity, or rather its application, so
a8 to subserve the wants of man, was un-
known until acomparatively recent period.
I refer now more particularly to the electric
telegraph. That has been a means of greatly
facilitating the transmissicn of thought
and the spread of intelligence among the
human family, and has been a great ad-
vantage to the world at large. When we
ecame to this valley, for instance, even so
late as that, wé had to depend upon ox
teams to bring our mails and to convey
intelligence from the East, and I have
known it to be four, five, and sometimes

as long as six months before we knew
what President was elected. Now we can
have it in fewer minutes; this exhibits a
great improvement in such matters,

I can remember the time when we had
1o plod along at night, nearly in the dark,
in our largest cities, the streets being
lighted only by dim oil Jamps, Now we
have gas, and various luminous oils,which
we have made the earth teem forth by mil
lions of gallons, that are almost equivalent
to gas. Dauguerrotyping, or as it is more
generally called, photography, is another
great achievement of the human mind,
eonferring the power to take likenesses,
landscapes and views in a moment, which
formerly required days or months even
by the most eminent art sts,

In machinery and chemistry manufae-
fares and many other scieatifie develop-

Iménts connected with human life wonger-
ful advances have been made, and the
world seems to have been pProgressing with
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great ,pidify in the nrtgand mﬁm, 1n |
r

egard to manufactures, Some years ago
every texture, had to Iprnn hg a mﬁg
thread, now, b aid of steam and
machinery, it is done by thousands and
hundreds of thousands.
énumerating many other improvements

which have taken place within the past few

tt:ha Ecrﬁw g:th‘ resent -
ar at of any l1:urna.t:.c.- ing it, of
which we bave any knowledge. t’uw
of these things it has been aupgosed by |
many that the human intellect is ca b,l'g
of graspiag everything in this world amd
the world to come,—even eternal things
and many men have got putfed up and
vain in their im ons because of the
discoveries they have made and the ad-
vancement in lalnnc&ﬂlgtantnm and the

generation has

1
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years; from which it is very evident that |
electricity

arts. They forget * every good and
perfect gift proceeds from God » the Father
of light, in whom i8S no variableness
nor the shadow of a turning,”. They for-
get that every particle of wisdom that any
man possesses comes from God, and that
Fropen e dany T Gl ctpknsete
grope e i oy forget with
all the increase of wisdom and inte Yr

ence.
and the ex ion of the l:nan:m.t:tmB |

mind,
they are in the dark in regard to God, and
no man by wisdom can find Him out.

The mystery which enshrouds Him is as
high as heaven, as deep as hell and as wide
as the universe; and it is unfathomableand
incom prehanail’:vla by human intelligence,
u:;ailﬁed by the iuspiration of the Al-
m Y-

here are men, it is true, who profess
from the little knowledge they have of |
earthly thin
to be able to find out. heavenly things, but
there is a very material difference between
the two. There i3 a philosophy of the earth
and a philosophy of the heavens; the latter
can unravel all mysteries pertaining to
earth; but the, philosophy of the earth can
not enter into the mysteries of the king-
dom of God, or the pur
HEEE(I::. But because of the advancement to
which I bave alluded men set themsolves
up as teachers of things pertaining to
spirtual matters, of which they know noth-
ing. But the moment they do that, they
exhibit their folly, vanity, imbecility and
shortsightedness, for, as I have stated, they
never did comprehend the things of God:
without the - spirit of God, and they never
will, What folly it is, for men with the
breath in their nostrils, whoare bat worms
of the earth, existing as it were fora day,
and to-morrow are cut down like the grass;
or like the moth or butterfly, which flut-
ters around for a brief spaceand then pass-
€8s away mto everlasting oblivion, I say
what folly it isfor beings =0 circumstanced
80 weak, imbecile, circamseribed and con-
troled to set themselves forward, unaided
by the spirit of the Almighty, to fathom
the designs of God, to unravel the princi
ples of eternal life, to comprehend the re-
lationship that subsists between God and
man and to drawaside the eurtain of fatur-
ity. Who is there who has seen God or
can comprehend Him, His designs and
{mrpnsea? No man is capable of fathom-
ng these mysteries, an, indeed can
comprehend some of the prineiples which
are developed in nature, and only a few of
these. But who can grasp the intelligence
that dwells in the bosom of Jehovah? Who
can unravel His designs and penetrate the
unfathomable abyss of the future? Who
can tell upon what principle this world
was orrganizad or anything about the deni-
zens of those worlds that we see moving:

found ,tho:&uut.

gs, by a series of deductions, | 38

poses of the Most | P

| oblivious

| had

around us? Itistrue that by the science
of astronomy mnice caleulation in rEghrdJI
to the heavenly bodies can be made; but

‘none can tell who put those bodies in mo-
tion, how they are controled, or by what
class of people they are inhabited, ~As the
scriptures say ‘““Wbhat man, by his wisdom,
can find out God?” Noone can compre-
hend Him, We find ourselves to be a re-
markable enigma, both in regard to body
and mind—each individual man, woman
and child; but who can draw aside the veil
and tell how or why we came here, and
what awaits us when we lay aside this
mortal coil? None can do this unless God
reveals it. There never was a man, neither
is there a man now, nor ever will be that
can comprehend these things upon the
principle of natural or human philosophy,
and nothing short of the philosophy of
heaven,—the intelligence that flows from
God can unravel these mysteries,

Some men will stultify themselves with
the idea that in ages gone and past the hu-
man race was in a semi-civilized or barbar- |
ous e¢ondition, and that H.I]F' kind of a relig-
ion would do for the people in those days;
but with the progress of intelligence, the
march of intellect, the development of the
arts and sciences and the expansion of the
human mind,it is necessary that we should
have something more elevate 1, refined and
intellectual than that which existed then.
To me such notions &re perfect foolishnass.
If I read my Bible aright and believe in it,
known uunto God were all things from
before the foundation of the world, and I
do not think that the intellizgence of the
nineteenth century ecan enlghien His
mind in relation to these matters, He that
framed the body shall, He not know its
structure? He that orgunized the mind
shall not He understand it? Before this
world rolled iuto existence or the morning
8tars sang togerher for joy, the great Elo-
hiem comprebended all things rtaining
to the world that He organized and 1he

| people who should inbabit it: the position

| heavenly

| with the Gods? Who among the wise men,

| nature with which we are surrounded,with

| Such contrarieties show definitely and posi-

that they would occupy and the intelli-

ence that they would possess; their future

estiny and the destiny of the world that
He then made. It is yanity, puerility and
weakness for men to attempt to say
the designs of God, or to boast of their own
intelligence. What do they know? Wh;r,
they discovered awhile ago that there is
such a thing as electricity, Who made that
? Did man?  Did he originate
and place it among the nature’s forces? Did
it proceed from the acumen of man’s intel-
Lligaanna and bis expansive mind? No, it

ways existed, and the man who discov-

cered it—a little smarter than his fellows—
only found out one of the laws of nature

that emanated from and originated with
God, Itisjustso with steam—the proper-
ties which render it so useful in subserving
man’s pur always existed, but man

discovered them; if there had been no God

to make these properties no one conld have
It is so with the various
es and their properties, with minerals—
eir attractions and repulsions—they ori-
ated with God; man is incompetent to
orm anything of the kind. = So we might
go on through all man’s boasted achieve-
ments, they amount to no more than'the
discovery of some of the active or latent
laws of nature, not compreheuded by men
generally, but discovered by some who
comsider themselves, and they no doubt
are,smarter than their fellows, Where,then,
is the boasted intelligence of man, Science
reveals the beauty and harmony of the
world material; it unveils to us ten thou-
sand mysteries in the kingdom of nature,
and shows that all forms of life through
fire and analogous decay are returned
ainto its bosom., It unfolds to us the
mysteries of cloud and rains, dew and
frost, growth and decay, and reveals the
operation of those silent irresistible  foreces
which give vitality to the world. Itreveals
to us the more wonderful operations of
distant orbs and their relations to the forces
of nature. It also reveals another grand
rinciple, that the laws of natare are im-
mutablo and unchangeable as are all the
works of God.- Those £rinciplaa and pow-
ers and forces have nundeérgone no change
since they
changed, they have returned
the original-elements from which they
were derived.

4

. d. or if|God, or is it not?”
i ﬂrganizaaéain fg spoKen as this man says He has?” 1If he
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ti:iﬁlg' that men, by wisdom, cannot find
ouat God. And nity, at the present

time,is no more than other sys-

enl‘ighton
| tems have been. bat does the Ch

world know about God? Nothing; yet
these men assume the right and pow-
er to tell others what they sball and what
they shall not believe in.. Why, so far as
the things of God are concerned they are
the veriest fools; they know wueither God
nor the things of God. Our Government is

angllgod ust now in an act of this kind.
| Ou iaijatora would tell me what I shall

rleg
and shall not believe in, what shall be the
course of my morals, as if they were!im-
maculate an been made perfect; as
tho they had inspiration from on high,
and found 3“5' e t_;'ntthh i!;;il tli:tts
ness, power and glory; as though they
conversed with the heayvens and were ac-
aluntnted with God. Oh, fools! What do

ey know about the truth? No more than
a child about its hand, They are imbe
and tg?dimmﬁﬂ :iu:uf!.j in th ’l'.,]:u;;:Iit trk, andth;ha
grea cully in the er is — the
are fools and don’t know it, . 1_,33'

We consider, and always have sinds this
church was or zed that that part of scrip-
ture that I quoted before is true,—name-
ly “No man Enows the things of God but
by the Spirit of God.” Wae, as Latter-day
Saints, understood no correct principle until
it was revealed to us. I did not, nor have
I ever met with anybody that did and I
have traveled very extensively over the
world that we live in, and have met with
all classes and grades of men in different
nations,  We, as Latter-day Saints, are in-
debted to the revelations of God, given un-
to Joseph Smith, for the knowledge of the
very first principles of the doctrine of
Christ and he could not have known it un-
less it had been revealed to him. One
thing T did know of myself before I came
into this church, and that is more than a
great many know of themselves, nimely,
that I was a fool, and did not know any-
thing unless God revealed it. It takes a
great deal of hammering to get that into
someé men’s minds. The main questions
in ‘my mind, when this gospel came,
were ‘‘Is this true?”’ “Is this from
‘*Has God, indeed

has not it is all a fiction, a farce and delu-

All of the properties of na- | Sion lixe the other *jsms” that exist in the

ture were as petrfect at the creation as now; | World; if he has it is for me to obey, no
all the alemai::ts of nature possessed the | Matter what the consequences may be.

same specifie frnpertlea, affinities and cap-
acity ol combination that the

as now. God’'s works are ali

There is one thing that has always been

do at pre- | Satisfactory to my mind in relation to this
sent. Trees, shrubs, plants, flowers, birds, | 80Spel—there has never been one

g hen | Yevealed, at any time, but what
beasts, fishes and man weruasp},ﬂ;:}ﬁttﬂng instructive and in accordance with the

ﬁ;nﬂlpla
been

governed by eternal laws, It reminds me | Scriptures, which we consider to be of di-

of an infant; 1 can compare it to noth-
ing else, The new-born child is perfectly
to anything and everything
around it, although marvellous in its or-
ganization and perfect in its structure, By
and by it holds up its hands and discovers
for the first time that it has a hand, It had
it before, but a new light bursts upon the
brain of the child, and it discovers it has a
hand, and no doubt thinks it is wonderfal
wise in finding it out, just as some of our
philosophers do when they discover the |
properties of matter., But God made the
child’s hand, and it was in existence before
its brain was capable of comprehending it.
And so were all these things, about the
discovery of which men boast so much,
God made them and made them perfeot.
Yet men will boast that they kKnow things
independent of God, whereas unless the

en aided by the spirit of the Lord,
and uniess the principles had existed they
never could have been found out, for no
man could have originated them himself.
All that man has ever done, with all his
boasted intelligence, has been simply to

develop or find out a few of the common | ;.

principles of nature that always have exist-
ed, and that always will exist, for these
things, and every principle of nature, is
eternal, The gospel is also eternal. Bat
where is there a man who wuunderstands
things? Who ean unravel them?
Who has been behind the vail and talked

hilosopbers, divines, philanthrophists,
ings, rulers or authorities of the earth can
comprehend God or His designs,  If we
can understand so imperfectly the laws of

the privileges of seeing, feeling, compariag
and apalyzing, what do we know of things
beyond our vision, hearing or compreheu-
sion, Waecan read in the history of the
past of the rise and fall of nations, of
the downfall of thrones and of the de- |
struction of kingdoms; we can read of wars.
and rumors of wars, History points out
what has transpired in relation to the na-
tions of the earth and to men who have
lived upon if, but who ecan penetrate into
the future? Man is an immorial beiug: he
I8 destined to live in time and throughout
all eternity. He possesses not only a body
but a soul that will exist while “lite or
thought or being lasts, or immortality en-
dures,” . Who can tell in relation to this
future? Who can tell things pertaining to
our heavenly existence, or the ohject God
bad in view of creating this aund other
worlds, and the destiny of the human fam-
1ly? No man, except dod reveals it to him.
What bas been and still isthe position of tLe ,
world in relation to these things? 1t has

=

vine origin, Never one principle but what
could be substantiated by the word of God
although - we did not know it before, and
the world does not know it now. And I
may also say that there has never been a
princii)la revealed but what has been strict-
ly philosophical and is in accordance with
good, sound common sense; and, farther-
more, I will go on beyond that and say
that no principal ever will be revealed but
what will be in accordance with philosophy,
if we can comprehend it. As there is a
philosophy of the earth and a philosphy of
the heavens it needs heavenly iastinction
to comprehend the heavenly things, Bat,
as I said before, “no man knows the thin
of God, but by the Spirit of God,” The
seriptures show unto us how we may ob-
tain that spirit, which will give us a know-
ledge for ourselves,

When this gospel was revealed it was des
clared unto us that it was an everlasting
gospel, that there was a priesthood associa-
ted with it, and that that priesthood was
everlasting; so we were presented with an
everlasting priesthood, and with an ever-
lasting gospel. There was also an everlast-
i::_nF eovenant associated with it. We were
told how we might obtain a knowledge of
this gospel for ourselves,—the promise be-
ing that if we would repent of our sins and
be baptized in the name of Jesus CkLrist for
the remission of them, by one having an-
thority, that we should receive the Holy
Ghost.  'We were also told that that Holy
Ghost would place us in ecommunication
with God; that it would take of the things -
of God and show them wunto us, and that
we should know for a certainty, each of us
for ourselves, of the truths that had been
proclaimed unto us,

This was the position that we were placed
in, We went forward and obeyed it, for
we were told that God had revealed Him-
self from the heavens, that He had restored
the gospel by the means of an hoiy angel
as referred to by John the Revelator, an
that He had restored, by authority direct
frommn heaven, communication between
Himself the heavenly world and His crea-
tures here. We were told that by obedience
to that gospel we should be made the re-
cipients of a spirit which would bring
things past te our rememberance, that
would lead us into all truth and shew us
things to come,

Believing in this message this vast crowd
of people before me, to-day, went forth and
bowed, in obedience, and they received that
spirit. and they knew and do know that the
gospel they had preached uuto them came
not in word only but in power and in the
demonstration of the spirit, and that the
Holy Ghost acoompanied it, You know

been governed by every kind of dogma and
theory of religion, ‘Isms” of every kind
bave prevaiiea in (uro—polytheism. infi-
delity, Christispity in its ten thousand
forms,and every kind of theory and dogma
that the buman imagination oconid invent,

|

and I know, that when r:m obeyed this
gospel and had hands laid upon you tor
the r-ception of the Holy Ghost that you
received it. Who else knows aaything
about t? Nobody. Doanyofthesestrangers
around? No.' Jesus said to Nicodemus,
“Except a man is born again he can not see
the kingdom of God.”” Then what do they



