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the scriptures inform uaus that no manmad
knows the things of god but by the spirit
of god and thenthea no man can speak the
things of god unless aided by the spirit 0
the lord andanci no people can comprehend
the i things spoken unless inspired and
guided by the same spirit we need
this spirit continually and so do all man-
kind to guiaguid us to enable us to com-
prehend the laws of life to regulate and
concentrate our thoughtsthou ats to elevate
andad ennoennobleblebla our feelings to give fonceforce and
vitality to our actions and to place us in a
position before god before men and before
thaulytheholy angels thatthit will be right acceptable
and proper to all true intelligence to the
adiariaulkanikgelfoelicelie host and to our heavenly father
it matters very little what we are engageengagedd
hi it is impoimpossible for us to do right with-
out the guidanceoforthothothe almighty but aided
andalid directed by the spirit of the lordielord we
can act in consonance with the dignity of
our highhilgh position aaas immortal beings pos-
sessing the holy priesthood and partpartici-
pating

leilel
in the new and everlasting covenant

by the aid of that unerring spirit we can
fulwilfulfil the measure of our creation and pre-
pare ourselves for an inheritance in the
celestial kingdom olour god

wearewe areane told that the world by wisdom
knows not god yet they do comprehend a
great many thingthingsandgandsand because bathothe spread
of general intelligence and the great pro-
gress of and the arts they
believe they can find out god like the
framers of babesbabola totolverryeriver they seek to pen-
etrate the heavens on natural principles
likelake them they are mistaken as all men
iavahave beenbeon who have sought to solve the
problem of life through the influence ofhu-
man wisdom no manmau ever did understand
god on this principle neither can they by
mortal agency alone understand the prin-
ciple of life and salvation no man in the
present generation comprehends them on
this principle neither will human wisdom
enable any man who ever will live to un-
derstandderstand them it is true that mankind
within a short time have made great ad-
vancesvances in the arts and sciences duringdaring
the last half century scientific research hashagha
made many wonderful developments and
and many things which before that time
velewere unknown to the human family are
now quite familiar there was very littlelittly
known of the application of the power of

ahlf a centuary ago I1 remerememberaber
Tevery welly the first steamboatsteam boat and locomo-
tive that were propelled by steam and
ridingalding 0ond the first railway before that
locomotion had to depend upon the wind
and tides and horse power and a few other
igenagenciesclescies these are now supplanted by
what allwill acknowledge as a very super-
ior agent namely the power of steam

electricity or rather its application soSID

as to the wants of man was un-
known until acomparatively recent period
I1 refer now more particularly to the electric
telegraph that has been a meansmoans ofgreatly
facilitating the transmission of thought
and the spi ead of intelligence among the
human familyfarally and has been a great ad-
vantagevantagee to the world at large when we
came to thisthia valley for instance even so
latelite aassa that wewd had to depend upon ox
teams to bring our mailsmalls and to convey
intelligence from the east and I1 bavebavo
known it to be four five and sometimes
asiongablongas longiong as six months before wo knew
what president was elected now wowe can
havebave it in fewer minutes this exhibits agreat improvement in such matters

1reanteancan remember the time when we hadbadto along at night nearlyneary lain the darkdarkyin our largest cities the streets beinglighted11bg td 0only by dim oil lamps now wowe
haveave gwgas aandnd various luminous whichwe have made ththe earth teem forth by millions of gallons that are almost equivalentto gaskis or as it is moregenerally called photography is anothergreat achievement of the human mind
conferring the power to take likenesses
landscapes and views in a moment whichformerly required days or months evenby the most eminent art ats

inn machinery and chemistry manufac-tures and many other scientific develop-ments connected with human life wonderfuiful Ietc been made andabd thearid 1 tb havehavo been progressing with

great rapidity in the artaartant and sciences inregard to manufactures some years agoevery texture had to be spun lyby a
thread now by the aid of steam andmachinery it is done by thousands and
hundreds of thousands we might go on
enumerating many other improvements
which have taken place within the past fewyears from which it is very evident thatthe progress of the present generation hasfar eclipsed that of any preceding it ofwhich we have any knowledge because
of these thinthings it has been supposed bymany that tiptirthe human intellect is capable
ofgrasping everything in this world andaud
the world to come even eternal things
and many men have got puffed up andandivain in their imaginations because of thediscoveries they have made and the ad-vancementvancement in science literature and thearts they forget thatthat every good andperfect gift proceeds from god the fatherof light in whom there iaIs no variableness
nor the shadow of a curninturning 11 they for-get that every particle of wisdom thattha any
man possesses comes from god and thatwithout him they would still continue togrope in the dark they forget that withall the increase of wisdom and intelligence
and the expansion of tho human mindtheytiley are in the dark ina regard to god andthatno man by wisdomriaiia can find him outsoutthe mystery which enshrouds him iaIs as
high as heaven as deep as hellbell and asaideasas the universe and it is unfathomable andincomprehensible by human intelligence
unaided by thetho inspiration of the al-mighty

there are men it is truestruettrue who profess
from the little knowledgeknow lodge they have ofolearthly things by a series of deductionsto be able to find out heavenly things butthere is a very material difference between
thothe two there iaIs a philosophy of the earthand a philosophy of the heavens thothe lattercan unravel all mysteries pertaining toearth but thath philosophy of the earth ejucannot enter into the mysteries of the king-dom ofgod or the purposes of the mosthigh but because of thothe advancement towhich I1 bavehave alluded men set themselvesthem elvesup as teachers of things pertaining tospiritualspirtuai matters of which they know noth-ing but the moment they do that theyexhibit their folly vanity imbecility andshortsightedness for as I1 have stated theyneverdever did ccomprehend the things of khzgogodgos
without the spirit of godgodi and they neverwill what follylolly it is for inenmen with thebreath in their nostrils who aroare but worms
of the earth existing as it were for a day
and to-morrowtomorrow are cut down like the grassrassk 9or like thothe moth or butterfly which flut-ters around for a brief space and then pass-
os

pass-
espassosaway into everlasting oblivion fasspassI1 say
what folly it is for beings sobe circumstancedcIrcumstancedso weak imbecile circumscribed and con
troied to set themselves forward unaidedgbyb thethe spirit of thothe almighty to fathom
the0 ddesignsesigns of god to unravel thepies of eternal life to comprehend the re-lationshiplation ship that subsists between godgol andman and to drawaside the curtain of futur-ity who is there who has seen god or
can comprehend him his designs andpurposes no man is capable of fathom-
ing these mysteries man indeed can
comprehend some of the principles which
are developed in nature and only a few of
these but who can grasp the intelligence
that dwells in the bosom of jehovah whocan unravel his designs and penetrate the
unfathomable abyss of the future whocan tell upon what principle this worldwas organized or anything about thetho deni-zens of those worlds that wewo see movingaround us it is true that by the
of astronomy nice calculation in regardto the heavenly bodies can be made butnone can tell who put those bodies in mo-
tion how they are controlledoled or by what
class of people they are inhabited As thetho
serlseriscriptureses Ssayay what nanman by his wisdom
can find out godod tono one can compre
hend him we find ourselves to be a re-
markable

ia
enigma both in regard to body

and mind each individual man woman
and child but who can draw aside the veiland tell how or why we came here andwhat awaits us when we lay asidoaside thismortal coil none can do this unless god
reveals it there never was a man neitheris there a man now nor ever will be thatcan comprehend these things upon theprinciple of natural or human philosophy
and nothing short of the philosophy of
heaven the intelligence that flows fromgod can unravel these mysteriessome men will stultify themselves withthe idea that in ages wonegone and past thetho hu-man race was in a semibelfil civilized or bababarbar-ous condition and that any kind of a
ion would do for the people in those daysbut with thothe progress of intelligenceeI1 theof intellect the developmentdevelop men t of theartsarta audand bei lences and the expansion of thehuman lindtt iaIs necessary that we shouldhave something more elevate J refined andintellectual than that which existed thento meMO suchsuet notions are perfect foolishnessif I1 read my bible aright and believebe levoleve in itknown unto god were all things from

9

benorebefore the foundation of the world and 11
do not think that the intelligence of thethem
nineteenth century can enient ghlen illshismind in relation to these matters he thatframed the bodybode shall liehe not know itsstructure he that organized the mindshall not he understand it before this
world rolled into existence or thothe morningstarsstare saudsang together for loyjoy the great EIE14
hiem comprehended all things pertainingto the orldworld thacthatthatIrehe organized and the

who it the position

that they would occupy and the inintelligenceencoence that they would pospossesssesssesa their futuredestiny and the destiny of the world that
he then iriane it is vanity puerility and
weakness forlor men to attempt to gainsayainsay
the designs or to boast of ehgtheirair own6wn
intelliintelligenceenceonce what do they know why
suzbuzththeythoy

0 discovered awhile ago that there is
suchsueh a thing as electricity who made that
electricity did man did he originate
and tiaceplace it among the natures forces did
it proceed from the acumen of mansmarxs intel-
ligence and hisais expansive mind no it
always existed and thothe man who discov-
ered itlt a little smarter than his fellows
only found out one of the laws of nature
that emanated from and originated with
god it is just so with steam the proper-
ties which rendernender it so useful in subserving
mans purposes always existed but man
discoverdiscovered them if there had been no god
to make these properties no one could have
found them out it is so with the various
gases and their properties with minerals
their attractions and repulsions they ori-
ginated with god man is incompetent to
form anything of thetho kind so we might
go on throughh all mawsmans boasted achieve-
ments they amount to no more than the
discovery of some of the active or latent
laws ofnature not comprehended by men
generally but discovered by some who
concoRconsideraideralder themselves and they no doubt
aresmartor than their fellows Wheretheuthed
is the boasted intelligence of man science
reveals the beauty and harmony of the
world material it unveils tota us ten thou-
sand mysteries in the kingdom of nature
and shows that all forms of life through
fire and analogous decay are returned
again to its bosom it unfolds to us the
mysteries of cloud and rains dew and
frostfrosi growth and decay and reveals the
operation of those silent irresistible forces
which give vitatitavitalitylity to the world it reveals
to us thothe more wonderful operations of
distant orbsarbs and their relations to the forces
oKonnatureaturo it also reveals another grand
principle that the laws of nature are im
mutably and unchangeable as are all the
works of god those principles and pow-
ers and forces have undergone no change
sincosince they were first organized or if
changed they have returned again to
ththo original elementelementl from which they
were derived all of the properties ofna-
ture were as perfect at the creation as now
all thothe elements of nature possesspossessedtd the
same specific properties and cap-
acity of combination that they do at pre-
sent trees shrubs plants flowers birds
beasts fishes11 and man were as perfect then
ausnowas now gods works are all perfect and
governed by eternal laws it reminds me
of an infant I1 can compare it to noth-
ing else the nownewbornborn child Is perfectly
oblivious to anything and everything
around it although marvellousmarcellousmarvellous in its or-
ganization and perfect in its structure by
and by it holds up INits handsbands and discovers
for thothe first time that it has a handband it hadbad
it before but a now light bursts upon the
brain of the child and it discoversdiscovery it has a
hand I1 and no doubt thinks it is wonderful
wise in finding it out just as some of our
philosophers do when they disdiscovercoveredver the
properties of matter but god made the
childs hand and it was in existence before
its brain was capable of comprehending it
and so were all thesetheo things about the
discovery of which men boast BOso muchgod made them and made them perfectyet men will boast that they know things
independent of god wilewhereasroasreas unless they
had been aided by the spirit of the lord
and unless thothe principles had existed they
nevernover could have been found out for no
man could have originated them himself
all that man has ever done with all his
boasted intelligence has been simply to
develop or find out a few of thetho common
principles of nature that always have exist-
ed and thathat always will exist for these
things and every principle of nature is
eternal the gospel is also eternal but
where isiq there a man who understands
heavenly thing who can unravel them
who has been behind thetho vailvall and talked
with the gods who among the wise men
philosophers devitesdivinesdiviresvites
kings rulers or authorities of the earth can
comprehend god or his designs if we
can understand sosoi imperfectly the laws of
nature with which we are surround edwith
the privileges of seeing feeling comparing
and analyzing what do wewo know of things
beyond our vision hearinghea or
sion we can read in the history of the
pastput of thothe rise and fall of nations ofor
the downfall of thrones and of the de-
structionst of kingdoms we can read of wars
and rumors of wars points out
what has transpired in relation to thetho na-
tions of thetho earth and to men who have
lived upon it butbat who can penetrate into
the future man is an immortal beigbelgbeing behe
is destined to live in time and throughout
all eternity he possesses not only a body
but a soul that will exist whilewhite lite or
thought or being lasts or immortality en-
dures who can tell in relation to this
future who can tell things pertaining to
our heavenheavenlyly existence or thetha object god
had iulu view of creating this and other
worlds and the destiny of the human fam-
ily no man except god reveals it tobiato him
what bashas been and hyill is the position ofottletletue
world in relation to these it has
been governed by every kind ofdogma and
theory of religion ibmIsmismssor oleveryevery kind
have prevailed in turuluru polytheism infi-
delity christianity in its ten thousand
formlorm mauanaudsand every kind otof theory anaand ddogma0ama
that the human imagination bould ininventvent
such contrarieties definitely and poal

tivedivelyI1
bodthaethattha1 at men byy wisdom cannot finafind

out god and christianity at the present
dimeis no more enlightened than other sys-
tems have been what doesdoea the christian
wworld0rid know about god nothing yet
thesethese very men assume the right androwan pow-
er to tell others what they shall and whatthey shall not believe in why so far asisthe things of god are concerned ththeythoyeyareareane
the verlest looisloots they know neither god
nor thothe things of god our government is
engaged just now in anau actonact of this kindour legislators would telteitell me what I1 shalland shall not believe in what shall bethebe thecourse of my morals aias if they hereimmaculate and ladtad been made perfect asthough they from on high
and had found out the truth inIA all its rich-ness power and glory as though they baabadconversed with the heavens and were aac-quaintedquain ted with god OAoh what dothey know about the truth no more thana child about its hand ththeyey are imbecile
and ignorant and in the dark and thegreatest difficulty in the matter is theytileyare fools and dont know it

Webonwe considersider and always have studstace this
church was organized that that partplit of scrip-ture that acI1 quoted before is true name-ly no manmair knows thothe things of god butby the spirit of god we as latter day
saints understood no correct principle untilit was revealed to us I1 did not nor haveI1 ever met with anybody thattha did andtandlandaud I1have traveled very extensively over theworld that wo live in and havohav met withall classes and gradesgradel of men in different
nations we as latter daydij saints arareffiennieftidebatedd to the revelations of god given lin-
to

lin-w un-
to joseph smith for the knowledge of thevery first principles of thothetho doctrine ofchrist and hohe could not have known it un-
less it had been revealed to him onethingthin I1 did know of myself before I1 came
into this church and thatisthat is more than hagreat many know of themselves namely
that I1 was a fool and did not know any-thing unless god revealed it it takes agreat deal of hammering to getgot that into
pomecomesome mens minds the main questions
in my mind when this gospel came
were Is this true gisIs this fromgod or is it not has god indeedspoken as this man says he has if hehas not it is all a fiction a narcofarco and delu-sion ileeUKO the other hsiISiismsiamsnaylnall that exist in theworld if he has it is for me to obey nomatter what thothe consequences may be
there is one thing that has always been

satisfactory to my mind in relation to this
gospel there has never been one principle
revealed at any time but what has been
instructive and in accordance with thescriptures which we consider to bobe of di-
vine origin never one principle but whatcould be substantiated by the word of god
although wowe did not know it before andthe world doesdocs not know it now and I1may also say that there has never been aprinciple revealed but what has been strict-ly philosophical and is in accordance with
9goodod sound common sense and further-moremoree I1 will go on beyond that and say
that no principal ever will be revealed butwhat wuiwill be in accordance with philosophy
if we can comprehend it As there is a
philosophy of the earth and a philosophyphilosphy ofthe heavens it needs heavenly Inslas
to comprehendcom

baddehond the heavenly things butbatas I1 sad before inno0 man knows the things
of godlednednod but bybythethe spirit of god thescriptures show unto us how we may ob-tain that spirit which will give us a know-ledge for ourselves

when this gospel was revealed it was de-clared unto us that it was an evenevereverlastinglisting
gospel that there was a priesthood associa-
ted with it and that that priesthood was
everlasting so we were presented with an
everlasting priesthood and with an ever-
lasting gospel there was also an everlast-inging covenant associated with it gewerewe were
told how we might obtain a knowledge ofthishist gospel for ouourselvesselves the promise be-ingI1ng that if we would repent ofdefourouroun sins and1bee baptized in the name of jesus christ for
thehet remission of them by oneon le having au-
thoritythority that we should receive the holyghost we were also told that that holyghast would place us in communication
with god that it would take of the things
of god and show them unto us and thatwe should know for a certainty each of us
for ourselves of the truths that had been
proclaimed unto us

this was the position that wowe were placed
in wowe went dorward and obeyed it for
weve were told that god had revealed him-
self from the heavens that he had restored
thothe10 gospel by the means of an holy angel
as referred to by john the revelator andena
thatlat he had restored by authority direct
fromrona heaven communication between

himself the heavenlyheavenay world and his crea
turesurea here wowe wewerere told that by obedience

to that gospel we should be made thothe re-
cipientscipelplents of a spirit which would bring
things past to our rememberanceaneecef that
would lead us into all truth and show ustm
things to come

believing in this message this vast crowd
of people before me todayto day went cortti and
bowed in obedience and they received that

spiritcirit and they knew and do know that thaothe
gospel they had preached unto them camocame
notot in word only but in power and inanthothedemonstration of the spirit and that thotheholyloly ghost accompanied it vouyon know
and I1 know that when you obeyed thisthijs
gospel andaud had hands laid upon you torfor
the39 reception of the holy ghost that you
reeereceivedived it who else knows anything
about t nobody do any of these strangers
around no jesus said to nicodemaNicodenaodeca 1usut
6except a man laIs born again hahe can notnol sooseo

the kingdom of god then what do they


