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SPARE THE TREES!

In your issus of December 30, the
article ot Protf. C. A, Whiting, on the
preservation of our nalive forests, was
a most timely topie, and I feel sure that
he gave volce to the sentiments of a
large body of thoughtful people
tbroughout the Territory, who, like
him, hope {bat the pear future will see
measures taken o secure the ends
peinted out in that paper. It ls no
longer a mooted guestion that forest
areng have an immense Influence in
promoting the economic well-being of
a coantry, and the guestion i8 sure to
come home to us with iuvcreasing force
the longer we deiay it; for, soon or
late, we shall be compelled to adopt
systematic methods of preserving and
ingreasing our forest growths.

In common with the greater part ot
the Wesl, the forest growths of Utahb
are extremely meager, and are limited
almost entirely to the mountain slopes.
As the couniry was settled thesescanty
stores were drewn upon more and
more heavily,untilin the more populoue
centers there i3 no further supply to
draw upon. In tbe mountains east o
Salt Lake City, plne trees can only be
found in Inaccessible places,and the few
that remaln are secure simply because
Nature,mote provident than ourselvea,
has thrown around them a bulwark
of rugged rocks. Apd yet in
these plne Lrees, protected by
an iotelligent public sentiment and
fostered hy wise regulations, is to be
found a source of wealth of no incon-
siderable proporticns,

It has been my fortune to travel over
a large portion of the Territory, and
wherever I huve gone I have ssen
evidences of the same wasteful
methods. Treesare cet down without
the elightest disctimination, the oniy
apparent otject being to satisfy the
peeds of the moment. But even if it
stopped bere, there would not be so
much room for complaint—bhow often
are we called upon to withess those
mountain fires, that sometimes burn
for weeke at a time, lighted up by the
stapid carelessness or wanton Jdestfnc-
tiveness of persons whu, If they wil;
pel do betler things of themeelvee,
should be constrained to do so by Lhe
etrong arm of the las! In some por-
tions of the Territory, the mounlains
ure clothed with a thick growth
of cedarr, which are heing
drawno upon for fuel, feace posts and
other current neceesities, without the
glightest thought of any compensating
measures for the future, The only
thooght of the man who goes lotbe
canyon is, ““where can I getl my load
the most 8asily abu the most guickly??
By the drain upou it, the wood grows
pearcer and more dJdifficuit to get with
each successive year; aod the simpie
wight scon bewails thelamentabie fact
that the ‘*‘cedars are growing rostce,”*
Poor lmprovident feltow! The very
progigaiity of nature has taught bim
bad habits, if he couid only learo to
see that thereis a way to supply his
every proper need, and still rather to
inorease than to decrease Lo the etern-
al detriment of the country he dwells

in, the store he draws upon! He must
have the wood, but let him join in a
rommon effort tov make it a perpetusal
treasure-bouse to himsel!l and his
children.

Durfing the past summer the town of
Mount Pleasant, Banpete county, was
visited with 8 tremendous flood.
Water came down from the mountains
in torreniy, carrying with it whatever
lay in its path. When it subsided, a
most promiscuons lot of debrie was
scattered in various parts of the town,
and in the prineipal strest was deposit-
da fool or mote of soit mud. Even
now traces of the flood are plainly
visible, asd the peopie of thal place
will long remember the flood of 1893.
Other Banpete valley towpe have had
similar vigitations in the past two or
three years, and are now devieiog
plane for steering the floode away
when they chance to come; but pot
one of them, so far a8 | nave learned,
has giveu any attenlion to lorest cul-
ture as u means of kKeeping the waler
back in the mountajpe, so there may
be no floods. Theee are object lessons
that should awaken the people of Utah
to a mure enlightened policy.

But perhaps lit’le can be donein this
way witaout organized eflori; and sys-
tem and science must coms in to direet
this effort in the hest uirections. Pruf.
Whiting suggesta a Forestry Associa.
tion, and puch au organpization is anp
imperative necessity if we would
secure resnlts proportional with the
importance of the matter at issue. Iu
would serve us a center of ipspiration
as well'as of information, and might
be n worthy father to mauy local or-
gaDizations in various parts of the Ter-
titory. Nor would we be tryiog ao
experiment. We have the example ot
other slates and other couniries before
us, and although our condition and
environments may call 1or special
work,yel their experience wil] be valu.
able tous. Germany has & thorough
system of forest regulstlons, reduced
to a science,and that coustry has been
wonderiully benefited by the organ-
ized efforts that have been made. The
results gould only have been gajued by
institutions for that purpose.” If we
better our condition, it will be only by
pursuing similar methods.

The phyeical condition of every
country ls largely the result of the
poliey of ite 1uhahitants in respect tu
forest culture, The Mediterranean
countries of Europe are today suffering
trom the wholesale destrugtion of the
mountain forests. Wheire once were
aprings are now Jdry placés; and unless
some compensaling movemenl ou a
large scale takes place in those lands,
Jdecadence in materlal prosperity is
certaic to folluw.

The famines of Iodia and China in
large part are traceable tv the denuda-
tion of the mountain sides of their
treee) the forests are no longer there to
abeorb the raipe, which now runp
quickiy off in Jdisastrous floods,

New York has been agitated in re-
cenl years concerning the devastation
of the forests in the nerthern purt ol
that state, around the headwaters of
the Hudsen. Their disappearance was
being rollowed by floods. The state is

now takicg measures to proteot them
forthe future.

Let Utab be as wise! We have po
surpius to equander. The faults of the
past may yel be condoned by a wise
and vigorous policy for Lthe future. Lat
us foater our meager forests and add o
them by every means in our power,
hoth as jndividusle and as members of
an enlighlened community—and syg-
cess will be ours. Nature stande anx-
iously waiting to welcome us as laborers
in ber-vineyard. Then let’s to work,
and the acknowledgements of & grate-
ful posterity wilicommmend the wisdom
of the fathers! AN OBSERVER,
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TALKS WITH OLD-TIMERS.

In reading over Lhe sermons Jdeliverp-
ed at the lale Semi- A onusl Conference
by the Autorities of the Church when
the people were advited to be more
economical and seil-sustainlug and (o
keep out of debt, I was remioded of g
stol'y told my companion and mysgelf
hy a gentleman who had visited Utah
early in the “fifties.”

The gentleman was Mr. Joshua
Woods, of Bristoria, Pa.,, aud one ot
Green county’s most respected citizegs,

Henring of our presence in (Green
county, he sent for Us to come and see
him whigh wedid; and our visit Lo hig
home was & very pleasanl one,not only
for us but bimself as well, for he enp.
joyed talking about *‘old-limez.”* Ha
said he wenl out West during the
great gold excitement in Californja
and traveled arsupd in Mentapa,
Wyoming and those nortbern gountries
and when winter came oo he found
bimself in Utabh and in the hearg of

the Mormon seltlemeni. He wag
struck with awe Wwhen be gp-
terea the beautiful little ity of
Greal. Salt Leke and saw the

people livipg so bapplly together ip
therr comforiable little homes, whep
all arcund them tor hunureds of mijes
there was naught bul rugyed moug-
tains and bsrrem pialns tuinvite the
wealy wanderer,

He pave a good deserintion of the
city a8 it was then and :a1d he peyer
could forget his visit there; *for,?’ g, i
he, L wus [reated just like one of the
‘Bainis.””? He spoke In glowlng terms
of she industry and irugalicy of tpne
people and ot their hoapitabie ways,
and ever gince his visit there he hag
uefended them whenever un oppur-
tunity presented itself.

Sowe of the bread that the early
Baints cast upon the waters returned to
us 1o the form of Mr. Woou’s hoapi-
tality, though it bhad been foating
INADY Years seeking a place (o lodge,

Mr, Wood sald the most unigue and
interesuing feature about Mormonism
was the preaghing of its Kluers which
did not conslst of some oid siory re-
itterated every Sunday morniog,butihe
sermons were full of 1nstrugiions about
temporal as well as spiritual affuirs;
and he thought that was one reason
why we made such succes:ful
farmers, He said thai a goud mADy
tarmers of this country lacked Lhe ag-
vigce given tu those Mormons outr iy
Giab; and when I ook over this goun-
try andJd @ee some of the hall-tilled
furms, [ capnpot bhelp but think i the
owners of them haud some man hke
Brigham Young or Heber €, Kimbali
to lostruct them they would be better




