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SPARE THE TREES 1

in your issue of december 80 the
article otof prof 0 A whiting on the
preservation of our native forests was
a mostmoat timely topic and I1 feel sure that
he gave voice to the sentiments of a
large body of thoughtful people
throughout the territory who like
him hope that the near future will see
measures taken to secure the ends
pointed out in that paper it laIs no
longer a mooted question that forest
arnus have an immense influence in
promoting the economic well being of
a country and the question is sure to
come home to us with increasing force
the longer we delay it lorfor soon or
late we shall be compelled totc adopt
systematic methods of preserving and
increasing our forest growths

in common with the greater part of
the west the forest growths of utah
are extremely meager and are limited
almost entirely to the mountain slopes
As the country was settled these scantY
stores were drawn upon more and
more heavily until in the muremore populous
centerscentera there is no further supply to
draw upon in the mountains east 0
salt lake city pineone trees can only be
found in inaccessible placesand the few
that remain are secure simply because
Natu remore provident than ourselves
has thrown around them a bulwark
of rugged rocks and yet in10
these pine trees protected by
an intelligent public sentiment and
fostered by wisewine regulations is to be
found a source of wealth of noDO incon-
siderablesid erable proportions

it has been my fortune to travel over
a large portion of the territory aouand
wherever I1 havebave gone I1 havebave seen
evidences of the same wastefulwaste fui
methods trees are cut down without
the slightest discrimination the only
apparent object being to satisfy the
needs of the moment but even if it
stopped here there would not be hofo
much room lorfor complaint bow often
are we called upon to witness those
mountain fires that sometimes burn
for weeks at a time lighted up by the
stupid carelesscarelessnessess or wanton destruct
tlti veness of persons who if they willwili
not do better things of themselves
should be constrained to do so by the
strong arm of the law I1 in some por-
tions of the territory the mountainsmountain
are clothed with a thick growth
of cadarr which are being
drawn upon for fuel fence posts and
other current necessities without the
slightest thought of any compensating
measures for thehe future the only
thought of the man who goes to the
canyon I1is where can I1 get my load
the most easily andana the mostmosi quickly
by the drain upon it the wood grows
scarcer and more difficult to getet with
each successive year and the simple
wight soon bewails the lamentable factact
that the cedars are growing scarce
poor improvident fellow the very
prodigality of nature has taught him
bad habits if he could only learn to
see that there is a way to supply hisbis
every proper need and still rather to
increase than to decrease to the etern-
al detriment of the country he dwells

IDSlo10 the store he draws upon he must
have the wood but let him join in a
common effort to make it a perpetual
treasure housebouse to himself and hits
children

during the past summer the town of
mount pleasant sanpete county waswan
visited with a tremendous flood
water came down from the mountains
in torrentstorrentd carrying with it whatever
lay in its path when it subsided a
most promiscuous lotjot otof debris was
scattered in various parts of the town
and in the principal street was deposit
d a foot or more of sottsoft mud even
now traces of the flood are plainly
visible and the people of that place
will long remember the flood of 1893
other sanpete valley towns have had
sinasimilarilar visitations in the past two or
three years andana are now devising
plans for steering the floods away
when they chance to come but not
one of them so far as I1 have learned
has given soy attention to forest cul-
ture itsas a means of keeping the water
back in the mountains so there may
brbe no floods these are object lessons

that should awaken the people otof utah
to a muremore enlightened policy

but perhaps litle can be done in this
way without organized effort and sys-
tem and science must come in to direct
this effort ioiia the best directions prof
whiting suggests a forestry Assocla
tion and such an organization is an
imperative necessity if we would
secure results proportional with the
importance of the matter at issue it
would serve usas a center of impiinspirationration
as well as of information and might
be a worthy father to many local or-
ganizations in various parts of the ter-
ritory nor would we be trying an
experiment we have the example ot
other states and other countries before
us antiand although our condition and
enenvironmentsenvironviron menisments may call torlor special
work yet their experience will be valu-
ableablertoto us germany has a thorough
system of forest regulation reduced
to a science and that country has been
wonderfully benefited by the organ-
ized efforts thatthai have been made the
results could only have been gained by
institutions for that purpose iff we
better our conditioncondit loni it will be only by
pursuing similar methods

the physical condition of every
country Is largely the result of the
policy of its inhabitants in respect to
forest culture the mediterranean
countries of europe are today sufferingbuffering
from the wholesale destruction of the
mountain fuforestsrests where once were
springs are now dry places and unless
some compensating movement on a
large scale takes place in those lands
decadence in material prosperity is
certain to follow

the famines of india and china in
large part are traceable to the denuda-
tion of the mountain sides of their
tree the forests are no longer there to
absorb the rains which now xunrun
quickly offin disastrous floods

new york has been agitated in re-
cent years concerning tuethe devastation
of the forests I1laa the northern part ot
that state around tleme headwaters of
the hudsonLudeenJE their disappearance was
being followed by floods the state tois

now taking measures to protect them
for the future

lotlet utah be as we have no
surplus to squanderEq uander the faults of the
past may yet be condoned by a wisewine
and vigorous policy for the fufutureturre letus foster our meager forests slidand add to
them by every means in our power
both as individuals and as members of
an enlightened community and sue
ceas will be ours nature stands anx-
iously wallingwaiting to welcome us as laborerslaborer
in her vineyard then letletsletaa to work
and the acknowledgementsacknowledgements of a grate
ful posterity will commend the wisdom
of the fa therel ANaig OBSERVER

written for thuthis paper
TALKS WITH OLD TIMERS

in reading over the sermons deliver-
ed at the late semiannualsemi annual conference
by the authoritiesAutori ties of the church when
the people were advised to be more
economical and sellseh sustaining and to
keep out of debt I1 was reminded of a
story told my companion and myself
by a gentleman who hadbad visited utah
early in the fifties 13

the gentleman was mr joshua
woods of bristoriaBri storlastoria pa aud onenue otgreen countycountescoun tysa most respected citizens

hearing of our presence in green
county hoh sent for usue to come and see
him which we did and our visit to his
home was a very pleasant fonenot ononlydivy
for us but himself as wellwed for he enea
joyed talking about ola times 21 heac
said hebe went out west during the
great gold excitement in california
and traveled around in montana
wyoming and those northern countries
and when winter came on he found
himself in utah and in tilethe heart of
the mormon settlement he was
struck with awe when he onen

the beautiful little city ofgreatire at salt lake and saw the
people living so happily together in
their comfortable little homes when

I1 all aroundarlund them lorfor hundreds of milesbolles
there was naught but rugged moun-
tains and barren plains tuto invite theweary wanderer

he gave a good description of thecity as it was then and taideaid he never
could forget bis visit there for saidJ

hebe 1I was treated just like one of thesaints s111 he spoke in glowing terms
otof the industry and frugality of thepeople and otof their hospihospitabletabie ways
and ever since hisbig visit there he hashaadefended them whenever an oppor-
tunity presented itself

home of the broadbread that the surlyearly
saints cast upon theitie waters returned tooto
us in the form of mr bostl
tilita though it hadbad been floatingdoatingmany years seeking a place to lodge

mr wood said the most unique andad
inteinteresting feature about mormonism
was the preaching of its bauers whichdwdid not consist of somosome old story re-
i

re-
iterateditteiteratedrated every sundaydunday morning but thesermons were full otof instructions about

temporal as well as spiritualtuai affairsaffairs
and nohe thought that was oue reason
why we made such successful
farmers he said that a good many
farmers of this country lacked the ad-
vice given to those mormonscormons out iuin
utah and when I1 look over this coun-
try and seegee some of the hall tilled
barmefur air I1 cannot help but think if the
owners of them had some man like
brigham young or heber C kimball
to instruct them they would be bettejobatok


