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SOUTHERN IDAHO TOUR.

In company with Apostle Franeis
M. Lyman, I left Sait Lake City,
Thursuay,the 17th inst., for the pur-
pose of visiting thé SBaints in the
Cassia Ptake of Zion. At Rich-
‘mond, Cache County, Utab, we
weare joined by Apostie Mariner W.
Merrill, and continuing the journey
by rail we arrived at Pocutello,
Bingham Co.. ldabo, at 4 o’clock
the next morning. in this rajlway

town of 3000 inhabitants, situated.

on Fortneuf Creek,there is a braneh
of the Church presided over by
Elder Wm. Willison, whieh appears
to be in a thriving condition. About
150 Saints are temporarily located
here, most of whom are in the em-
ploy ¢f the railway company; they
belong to the Oneida Btake. Pouea-
tello is 76 miles north of Franklin.

Leaving Pocatello in tbe afternoon
of Friday, the 18th, with an Oregon
Short Line train, we soon entered
the famous Snpake River Valley,
which at this point is about one
hundred miles wide.®* A run of
twenty-six miles brought us to the
A merican Falls, where the Snake
River takes a leap of abnout twelve
feet over a ledge of rock. Asthe
railroad bridge spans the river im-
mediately over the falls,the traveler
bas the opportunity of getting a fine
view of the very interesting scenery
presented at this point. After
traveling thirty-three miles farther
through a most Larren and desolate
country full of chasms, gulches and
all kinds of voleanie rock’formations,
we arrived at the little railway sta-
tion Minidoka at 5 o’clock in the
afternoon. Here we looked in vain
for a team to bring us to Albion,and
had to content vurselves with astop-
ving in the sectionhouse over night.

e were comfortable, however, the
section boss and his obliging daugh-
.ter endeavoring to treat us to the
best of such fare as the house af
forded. -

Onp Friday morning early the
team, which had been despatched
by our friends at Albion for our
eonveyance thither, was on hand,
and at 7:30 o’clock a.m. we started
on our journey southward toward
Bnake River, arriving al a ferry
owned by our teamster, Mr. Geo.
Montgomery, after having trdveled
ten miles. Ittook ussome time to
eross the river{whieh here is about
800 feet wide) in a skif, and we

were astonished at this point and at

other places in this extensive valley
to see n number of dead carcasses of
animals which had starved and
frozen tu death Juring the past win-
ter. The banks of the river were
Mterally strewn with these, and we
were informed that many cattle
owners lost, during the severe win-
ter, frem 60 to 75 per cent of their
stoek.

On the south slde of the river an-
other and better conveyance was in
waiting, and we continuwed our jour-
ney over a new rogd which Mr.
Montgomery is making in order to
shorten the distance between the
rallway station and tlie settlements
in Goose Creek valley. We were
almost the fir-t persons who traveled
over the new road, which we chris-
tened Montgomery?’s cat off. It was

very rough as yet, Lub our teamster
informed us that he had several men
employed working on it every day,
and that it would soon become am
smooth and even as the old road by
way of Btory ferry further east.

Arriving aut Albion, the county
seat of Casvia County, which is
situated in the so-called Marsh Ba-
sin and Js separated from the lower
Goose Creek valley by a low apur of
mountains, we were met by Elder
William F. Brim, who took us iu
his carringe to Oakley, twenty-five
miles to the southwest, where we ar-
rived in the evening, after having
traveled that day by team fifty-five
1niles.

We met a hearty welcome from
President Horton I). Haight and
fumily and the leading men of the
Stake, who were exceedingly

leased to see the Apostles and
isten to their instructions and
teachingsduring the following two
days (Sunday and Mouday, April
20th and 2ist) en which the Stake
Conference was held at Oakley.Five
spirited and profitable meetings
{including » priesthood meeting)
were held and the meeting-house
wag crowded on every occasion.

The Cassia Btake of Zion em-
braces ail the Saints living in Cas-
sia County, Idaho, and also about a
dozen families residing on St
George’s Creek, Box Elder Co.,
Utah. It cousists of pix organized
wardse, with a total membership of
1391 souls, - distributed among 244
families.

Oakley, the lurgest of the six
wards, erabraces all the Saints Hv-
ing in the south end of Goose Creek
valley, on Goose Creek and Birch
Creek, John L. Bmith is Bishop.
The families in this and all the
other wards in the Cassia Stake live
in a very scattered condition, most-
ly on their quarter sections, and
have had a pretty hard time of it
ever since they first located in the
eountry, a little more than ten years
ago, ‘There have been grasshoppers
and rabbits lo fight withiour num-
ber, expensive litigations over cont-
plirated water questions, and many
other difficulties; but the Baints
have stack to it and have now very
good prospects betore them, There
would be room for many more peo-
ple in this valley were it not for the
unsettled state of the water claims,

The Goose Creek vulley is an off-

shoot of the great Bnake River val-

ley, extending about twenty-five
miles from north to south, and ta-
pering off from a width of about
forty miles at the north eud to a mere
canyon on the south. There are
tens of thousands of as level and fer-
tile land as any Latter-day Saint
would desire to locate on, If there
was only water wherewith to irri-
gate it. Timber for building pur-
poses and fuel is plentifel in the
mountsins both east and west, and
there is an abundance of good build-
ing rock. Most of the houses in
Oakley and the other settlements
are log dwellings with dirt roofs,
bet a number of the brethren are
preparing to erect houses of more
dura' le material.

Marion, named in hobor of
Apostle Frances Marion Lyman
is one of the smaller wards of the
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‘Btake,

It consists of 32 families
who live in a seattered condition
north of Osakley, principally on the
west side of Goose Creek, in a string
extending a distance of five miles
north and south. There are 8 num-
ber of comivrtable dwellings. The
ward house is pleasantly situated on
rising ground ata point four miles
pnorthwest of the centre of Oakley.
Adam G. Bmith is Bishop of this
ward,

Spring Basin ward, presided over
by Bishop Epoch R. Dayley, con-
sists of 26 families who residein a
beautiful little valley or basim, the
centre of wliich is about five miles
east of the Oakley meeting house,
a low dpur of mountains, through
which there is a natural gap, sepa-
rating this little valley from the
Goose Creck country below.

Besides these three settlements
there are a few scattered families of
Baints living at the po-called
Thateher’s Ranch, about eighteen
miles north of Oakley,and at differ-
ent other points in the valley.

On Tuesday morning. April 22nd,
Apostles Lyman and Merrill re-
turned to Minidoka, expecting to
hold a meeting with the Baints at
Pocatello, ag they passed through,
and I started eagbover the mount-
ains for the purpose of visiting
the other settlements in the Blake.
Bishop Dayley, of Spring Basin,
with whom I had spent the night,
took me in his wagon to a point on
Birch (reek, where I met Bishop
Thos. 0. Xing, of Almo, an
Brother Durfee, with whom 1 tra-
veled over the mountaing, by way of
Emery Canyon and the “City of
Rocks,** to Almo, twenty-five miles
southeast of Oukley.

Almo Ward, pamed after the
Almo Creek, a tributary of Raft
River, embraces all the Saints who
live af different points on the num-
erous mountain streams in Upper
Raft River valley. This valley is
about twenty miles loug from norih
to south, and frum four to twelve
miles wide; the south end of it
where about a dozen families of
Saints are located on George Creek,
extends into Utah. The @hole
ward consists of about forty families,
besides o number whodo pot belon
to the Chureh. If water was more
plentiful in this valley, there would
be land and all other facilities to
sustain a large population.

On Wednesday, after speaking to
the Saints of Almo at a funeral
held in their logy meeting-house in
the afterncon, Elder Chas. R. Ward
took me to KElba, or Cassia Creek,
twelve milea to the north, where I
was joined by Andrew Kimball of
Salt Lake City, and according to
previous arrangement we addressed
the Saints in the evening. The
pieneer log schoolhouse was erowd.
ed and we had axood time.

Elba Ward embraces all the
Saints who live on the headwaters
of Cassia Creek. They numbered
about forty-three families, the
majority of whom are young and
middle aged people who have mostly
come {rom Willard and Box Elder
Counties, Utah. Bishop Thomas
Taylor presides over this ward and
gives the members a very good
character for integrity and falthful-



