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in company with apostle francis
M lyman I1 left salt lake city
thursdayThursuay the dinst for the pur-
poseb of visiting the saints in the
cassia stake of zion at rich-
mond cache county utah we
were joined by apostle mariner W
merrill and continuing the journey
by rail we arrived at pocatelloPooatello
bingham co idaho at 4

the next morninging in this railway
town of inhabitants situated
on FiOrtFort neuf creek there is a branch
of the church presided over by
elder wm willison which appears
to be in a thriving condition about

saints are temporarily located
herebore most of whom are in the em-
ploy sfef the railway company they
belong to the oneida stake poca-
tello is 76 miles north of franklin

leaving pocatello in the afternoon
of friday the with an oregon
short line train we soon entered
the famous snake river valley
which at this point is ambut one
hundred miles wide ap A run of
twenty six miles brought us to the
american falls where the snake
river takes a leap of about twelve
feet over a ledge of rock As the
railroad bridge spans the river im-
mediately over the falls the traveler
hasbas the opportunity of getting a fine
view of the very interesting scenery
bresenpresentedted at this point after
traveling thirty three miles farther
through a most barren and desolate
country full of chasms gulches and
all kinds of volcanic rock formations
we arrived at the little railway sta-
tion minidokaMini doka at 5 welock in the
afternoon here we looked in vain
for a team to bring us to Albio nand
had to content ourselves with stop-
ping in the section house over nightwewe were comfortable however the
section boss and his obliging daugh-
ter endeavoring to treat us to the
bestbeat of such fare as the housebouse af-
forded

on friday morning early the
team which hadbad been
by our friends at albion for our
conveyance thither waswaa on hand
and at am we started
on our journeyj urney southward toward
snake river arriving at a ferry
owned by our teamster mr googeo
montgomery after having traveledtriveled
ten miles it took us some time to
crowcross the river which here is about

feet wide in a skiff and we
were astonished at this poi at and at
other places in this extensive valley
to see a number of dead carcasses of
animals which had starved and
frozen to death during the past win-
ter the banks of the river were
literally strewn with these and we
were informed that many cattle
owners lost duduringring the severe wwin-
ter

n
from 60 to 7675 per cent of their

stock
on the south side of the river an-

other and better conveyance was in
waiting and we continued our jour-
ney over a new road which mr
montgomery is making in order to
shorten the distance between the
railway station and the settlements
in goose creek valley we were
almost flfirtrarA persons who traveled
overever the new road which we chris-
tened cut off it was

very rough as yet tutlut our teamster
informed us that he hadbad several menmein
employedemplied working on it everydayevery day
and that it would soon become as
smooth and even as the old road by
way off story ferry further east

arriving at albion the county
seat of cassia county which is18

situated in the so called marsh ba-
sin and is separated from the lower
goose creek valley by a low spur of
mountains we were met by elder
william PF brim who took us in
his carriage to oakley twenty five
miles to the southwest where we ar-
rived in the evening after having
traveled that day by team fifty five
miles

we metamet a hearty welcome from
president horton D haight and
family and the leading men of the
stake who were exceedingly
pleased to see the apostles and
listen to their instructions and
teachings during the following two
days sunday and monday april

and onan which the stake
conference was held at Oakley Five
spirited and profitable meetings
including a priesthood meeting

were held and the meetinghousemeeting house
was crowded on every occasion

the cassia stake of zion em-
braces all the saints living in cas-
sia county idaho and also about a11

dozen families residing on st
georges creek box elder co
utah it consists of six organized
wards with a total membership of
1391 souls distributed among
families

oakley the largest of the sisixx
wards embraces all the saints liv-
ing in the south end of goose creek
valley on goose creek and birch
creek john L smith is bishop
the families in this and all the
other wards in the cassia stake live
in a very scattered condition most-
ly on their quarter sections and
have had a pretty hardbard time of it
ever since they first located in the
coucountry a little more than ten years
ago thereere have been grasshoppers
and rabbits to fight withoutwinnow num-
ber expensive litigations over com-
plicated water questions audalid many
other difficulties but the saints
have stuck to it and have now very
good prospects before them there
would be room for many more peo-
ple in this valley were it not for the
unsettled state of the water claims

the goose creek valley is an off-
shoot of the great snake river val-
ley extending about twenty five
miles from north to south and ta-
pering off from a width of ataboutout
forty miles at the orthnorth end to a mere
canyon on the south there are
tens of thousands of as level and fer-
tile land as any latter day saint
would desire to locate on if there
was only water wherewith to irri-
gate it timber for building pur-
poses and fuel is plentiful in the
mountains both east and west and
there is an abundance of good build-
ing rock most of the houses in
oakley and the other settlements
are log dwellings with dirt roofs
but a number of the brethren are
preparing to erect houses of more
duratdura ie material

marion named in honor of
apostle frances marion lyman
is one of the smaller wards of the

stake it consists of 82 families
who live in a scattered condition
north of oakley principally on the
west side of goose creek in a string
extending a distance of five milesjulles
north and south there are a num-
ber of comfortable dwellings the
ward housellhousehou sela18 pleasantly situated on
rising ground at a point four miles
northwest of the centre of oakley
adam QG smith is bishop of this
ward

spring basin ward presided over
by bishop enoch JR dayley con-
sists of 26 families who reside in a
beautiful little valley or basinbasia the
centre of which Jsis about five miles
east of the oakley meeting house
a low spur of mountains through
which there is a natural gap sesepa-
rating this little valley from rthe
goose creek country below

besides these three settlements
there are a few scattered families of
saints living at the so called
matchers ranch about eighteen
miles north of oakley and at differ-
ent other points in the valley

on tuesday morning april
apostles lyman and merrill re
turned to minidokaMini doka expecting to
hold a meeting with the saints at
pocatello as they pawedpassed through
and I1 started eastovere over the mount-
ains bof the purpose of visiting
the other settlements in the stakeslake
bishop dayley of spring basin
with whom I1 had spent the night
took me in hisbis wagon to a point on
birch greekreek where I1 met bishop
thos 0 king of almo and
brother durfee with whom I1 tra-
veled over the mountains by way of
emery canyon and the city of
rocks f to almo twenty five miles
southeast of oakley

almo ward named after the
almo creek a tributary of panbaft
river embraces all the saints who
livejive at different points on the num-
erous mountain streams in upper
raftbaft riverbiver valley this valley is
about twenty miles long from north
to south and from four to twelve
miles wide the south end of it
where about a dozen families of
saints are on george creek
extends into utah ThelotheoleTh hole
ward consists of about forty families
besidesbeside a number who do not belong
to the church if water was more
plentifulI1 in this valley there would
be land and all other facilities to
sustain a large population

on wednesday after speaking to
the saints of almo at a funeral
held in their log meetinghousemeeting housebouse in
the afternoon elder chas BR ward
took me to elba or cassia creek
twelve miles to the north where I1i
was joined by andrew kimballkimball of
salt lake city and according to
previous arrangement we addressed
the saints in the evening the
pioneer log schoolhouse was crowd-
ed and we had a good time

elba ward embraces all the
saints who live on the headwaters
of cassiscassia creek they numbered
about forty three families the
majority of whom are young and
middle aged people who have mostly
come from willard and box elder
counties utah bishop thomas
taylor presides over this ward and
gives the members a very good
character for integrity and faithful


