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cry of the widow and the fatherless andl
the distressed will not be heard in the

land. The heavens will notbe pierced
with the cries of suffering humanity,
and neither man nor beast will be desti-
tute of that which is good for him. This
is the plan which God has devised. It
may require what many trained as we
have been under the old and existing
conditions may look upon as sacrifices
to bring it about; but it will come; for
God has devised it, and itis the only
plan by which we can ever get into the
celestial kingdom and become joint
heirs with Jesus Christ. He has setus
the example of deserting all things in
the heavens, leaving His power and
high estate to come down here and suffer
for his brethren and sisters. We must
look to Him and follow him,

The lesson that I would like to im-
press upon our hearts—for in speaking
to you I speak to myself—is, let us teach
our children these principles; let us
teach them that they arein the earth,
not to labor for their own gratification,
and to accumulate wealth for themselves,
but to benefit humanity, to be a blessing
to their race, to fill the earth as far as
they can with gladness by their presence,
that we may raise an uoselfish race of
men, men that will have higher aspira-
tions and aims than the mere gratifica-
tion of their personal wants, passions
and appetites. Teach the children self-
«denial. It is a thing that i5 much needed
among us. Brethren and sisters, I want
to say to you that as sure as God lives
this Order will be brought about; and it
will be with us as it was with the children
of Israel who came out of Egypt—if we
do not do it we will be removed, and a
generation will be raised up that will do
it; for God is going to carry out His
purposes, and no power can preventit.
Remember the condition of the children
of Israel and what befel them. Their
carcases fell by the roadside in the
wilderness, because they would not come
up to the standard that God had re-
vealed. They not only perished, but
the Melchisedek Priesthood was taken
from their midst, and everyone over
twenty years of age that came out ot
Egypt, exctzrt two, of all the hosts of
Israel, laid down his life in the wilder-
ness. We do not want to be in this con-
dition. We want to live, and our child
ren to live, and to be the heirs oi all the
ages. We want to lay the foundation of
this great work in this manner; for it is
the great reform that cries aloud to be
carried out among mankind at the
present time.

QOur circumstances at present do not
.admit of our entering upon these things.
There are many changes that will have
to occur in order to make that which I
have said unto you practical. ILaws
perhaps will have to be changed, be-
cause they might interfere with this
now; and it might not be wisdom for
us under the present circumstances. 1
do not speak of this because [ think it
-pught to be carried out immediately. I
do not want vou to go away from this
{Conference with the idea that I, as one
of the First Presidency, am giving coun-
sel to you to carry out the United Order.
What I have desired to doisto draw
your attention to the fact that God has
revealed a plan, and that you need not
go after every will-o-the-wisp, every
falge guide, every deceptive light that
may appear, and think, "Oh! if I join
this, we shall have the millennium right
off.” | speak on this to warn you; to

put you on your guard; to show vou
that the Lord’s plan is broad enough to
cover the whole subject and to furnish
all the relief that could ever be desired
by human beings. I trust that we will
be a stable people. We have the credit
in the world for being united; and I
would say to you, do not act unwisely
and foolishly. When you hear any new
doctrines, political as well as religious,
do not be deluded by them and run
after them; but maintain your steadfast-
ness. You have divided on party lines.
Do not split up into fragments because
you have done this. Do not think you
are manifesting your independence by
cutting loose from everything; but be a
stable and a conservative people, and
act up to your convictions. Maintain
the influence that God has given yvou,
and by your wise course cause it to
increase in the land, so that men from
all parts of our nation will look towards
this community and say, ‘“‘There in the
Rocky mountains the Mormon people
live; they are a reliable people; they
mind their own business, pay their
debts, are punctual in their engage-
mens, are an honest people, are not all
the time running after office, but are
content to maintain good goverament.”’
Let us get a character of this kind. We
have it to some extent, and let us main-
tainit. I want to say Yhat whenever
you see men aspiring for office and
planning to get office, do not encourage
them. Let the office seek the man, and
let us not be plotting and resorting to
all sorts of dodges to secure success to
our party, in order that some of us may
get into office. Such arts are despic-
able. They are the arts of the low
politician. We want to stand on a
higher plane, and look at these things
as men who have beea enlightened by
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
try to maintain our credit; for I sayto
you, that the people in Washington or
in Kane Couniy in the south, or in
Cache or Rich County in the north, or
anywhere else in the territory, cannot
be guilty of folly without its refiecting
on the entire people of God. We are
a part of a great whole in that respect;
and the Saints in Idaho or Arizona can
do foolish things and entail a great deal
of trouble upon the Church in this
country because of their want of wis-
dom. Therefore, be wise. Whydo I
say this? If you get into trouble, to
whom do you come? You know how
it has been in our troubles that com-
menced nine years ago. We looked all
around and where could we see friends?
To whom could we appeal? Why, the
eyes of this people turned to the men
who were their leaders, who had
planted these settlements in these moun-
tains, and who had made everything
successful that they had put their hands
to. The people appealed to them to
know what they should do. So it will
be always when there is trouble. There-
fore, it is the duty of leading men to
counsel the people in wisdom—not to
take away the people’s agency—to avoid
snares and to pursue a course that will
avert trouble, so that we will not have
burdens to bear. I do not say this
because of any desire to interfere in the
least with political matters, but to give
you a little counsel on these points.

I pray God to bless you and to fill
you with His Holy Spirit, and to help
you to remember the excellent instruc-
tions you have heard during this Confer-
ence, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ON THE WEARY MARCH.

Oan the 8rd of Beptember, 1848,
Lisutenant A, J. Smith, who had beaep
acoepted by our officers to act as
colonel pro tem in place of Colopel
Allen, deceased, began to show hig
sympathy for thesick by ordering them
put ot the wagons, He swore if they
did not walk he would tie them to the
wagons and drag them uanless they at-
tended pick call and took medicine,
This the sick did not like te do and
had refused because the doctor wags
known to be a biiter enemy to the
Mormons, and had been heard to say
he did not care a J—n Wwhether pg
killeu or cured; but tbe lieulenant wpgg
told in & way not to be misunderstgod
that before the men wWould take the
poison stuff they would leave their
bones to bleach on the prairies,
Lieutenanf, Smith was not a Mormop,
He belonged, bowever, to the regulay
army and the honer to lead the Bat-
tulion wae conferred on bim simply
pecaute he was a West Pointer. Thg
right of command belonged to Captain
Hunt, of Company A,

The weather for kome time back hag
been extremely dry and warm, drying
up the creeke and streams so that
water was scarce and very poor. Many
of the men were taken sick with chi]jg
and fever anu almost famished for want
of water to gquench their raging thiret,

Ooe night the camp wae arouseq by
the ery: “‘See that star, how it movesl’-
I heard Captain Davie, of company O
exclaim, “‘Bee! see! I declare iy does
move!’” Attbiel got up And went oug
of the tent to see the wonder. I lookeq
but saw nothing of the kind deseribeg
while a number declared that a star m’
the eaet did move up and dowp
and sideways, and in all directions,
That very evening one of gyup
brethren died; it was believed hije
death was caused by taking Dgoetor
Bapderson’d medicioe. Tbis was gy
the crogsing of the Arkansas river,

The country wasalive with all kindg
of wild animals.The grass waseaten off
s0 close that I thought a sheep soulg
Lot get a iiving, and yet the bufialg
we killed were in good order. Someg
days we couid see atonesight 500 tg
1,000 bufaloes feeding in big and little
herds in aill directions; and the day
we left the Arkansas two came ryp.
ing near our lines when a volley of
mugketry wus diecharged at thep
breaking the leg o/ opme. The pther
made good his escape without a hole
in pis robe for augbil know. Thgg
day and the day followlng the mep
guftered with thirst, gave out by tpe
way sfde, and had to be bauled tg
eBmp in WAgONE.

On the Cimmaron we had to dig for
water and when obtained it was gg
brackish that msan and beast soarcely
could drink it. For ten days we djy
uot see timber and our fuel for camp
use was ‘‘buffalo chips.’> We passed
one place where wo counted the skulj
bones of 81 muies said to have perighed
a year belfore during an equinoctial
storm. Our guide eaid there were 169
mules perished and most of the mep
with them.

On arriving in SBanta Fe Colonel
Cooke. by order of General Kearney
took command of the Mormon Bag.
talion. A detacbment under Captain
Brown of Compsny C,with all the sick
and infirm, was sent trom SBanta Fe tg




