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cry of the widow and the fatherless and
the distressed will not be heard in the
lindland the heavens will not be pierced
with the cries of suffering humanity
and neither man nor beast will be desti-
tutetute otof that which is good for him this
is the plan which god has devised it
may require what many trained as we
hhaveave been under the old and existing
conditions may look upon as sacrifices
to brinbringg it about but it will come for
god hashas devised it and it is the only
plan by which we can ever get into the
celestial kingdom and become joint
heirs with jesus christ he has set us
the example of deserting all things in
the heavens leaving his power and
high estate to come down here and suffer
for his brethren and sisters we must
look to him and follow him

the lesson that I1 would like to im-
press uponu on our hearts for in speaking
to you t speakeak to myself is let us teach
ourdour childrenillrenchildrench these principles let us
teach them that they are in the earth
not to labor for their own gratification
and to accumulate wealth for themselves
but to benefit humanity to be a blessing
to their race to fill the earth as far as
they can with gladness by their presence
that we may raise an unselfish race of
men men that will have higher aspira-
tions and aims than the mere gratifica-
tion of their personal wants passionspassions
and appetites teach the children self
denial it is a thing that is much needed
among us brethren and sisters I1 want
to say to you that as sure as god lives
this order will be brought about and it
will be with us as it was with the children
of israel who came out of egypt if we
1040lo not do it we will be removed and a
generation will be raised up that will do
it for god is going to carry out his
purposes and no power can prevent it
remember the condition of the children
of israel and what bebel them their
carcases fell by the roadside in the
wilderness because they would not come
up to the standard that god had re-
vealed they not only perished but
the Melchisedek priesthood was taken
from their midst and everyone over
twenty years of age that came out of
egypt except two of all the hosts of
israel laid down his litelile in the wilder-
ness we do not want to be in this con-
dition we want to live and our child
ren to live and to be the heirs otof all the
ages we want to lay the foundation of
this great work in this manner for it isis
the great reform that cries aloud to be
tarriedcarried out among mankind at the
present time

our circumstances at present do not
admit of our entering upon these things
there are many changes that will have
to occur in order to make that which I1
have said unto you practical laws
perhaps will have to be changed be-
cause they might interfere with this
now and it might not be wisdom for
Vsis under the present circumstances I1
do not speak of this because I1 think it
ought to be carried out immediately I1
iodo not want you to go away from this

conference with the idea that I1 as one
of the first presidency am giving coun-
sel to you to carry out the united order
what I1 have desired to do is to draw
your attention to the fact that god has
revealed a plan and that you need not
go after every willowill o th ewis every
false guide every deceptive light that
may appear and think oh if I1 join
this we shall have the millennium right
offdoff I1 speak on this to warn you to

put you on your guard to show you
that the lords atanplan is broad enoufenough to
cover the whole subject and to furnish
all the relief that could ever be desired
by human beings I1 trust that we will
be a stable people we have the credit
in the world for being united and I1
would say to you do not act unwisely
and foolishly when you hear any new
doctrines political as well as religious
do not be deluded by them and run
after them but maintain your steadfast-
ness you have divided on party lines
do not split up into fragments because
you have done this do not think you
are manifesting your independence by
cutting loose from everything but be a
stable and a conservative people and
act up to your convictions maintain
the influence that god has given you
and by your wise course cause it to
increase in the land so that men from
all parts of our nation will look towards
this community and say there in the
rocky mountains the mormon people
live they are a reliable people they
mind their own business pay their
debts are punctual in their engage
mens are an honest people are not all
the time running after office but are
content to maintain good government
let us get a character of this kind we
have it to some extent and let us main-
tain it I1 want to say thathat whenever
you seesee men aspiring lorfor office and
planningg to get office do not encourage
them let the office seek the man and
let us not be plotting and resorting to
all sorts of dodges to secure success to
our party in order that some of us may
get into office such arts are despic-
able they are the arts of the low
politician we want to stand on a
higher plane and look at these things
as men who have been enlightened by
the gospel of the lord jesus christ and
try to maintain our creditcredetvafor0 r I1 say to
you that the people in washingtonshington or
in kavekane county in the south or in
cache or rich county in the nnorthrth or
anywhere else in the territory cannot
be guilty of folly without its reflecting
on the entire people of god we are
a part of a great whole in that respect
and the saints in idaho or arizona can
do foolish things and entail a great deal
of trouble upon the church in this
country because of their want of wis-
dom therefore be wise why do I1
say this if you get into trouble to
whom do you come you know how
it has been in our troubles that com-
menced nivenine years ago we looked all
around and where could we see friends
to whom could we appeal why the
eyes of this people turned to the men
who were their leaders who had
planted these settlements in these moun-
tains and who had made everything
successful that they had put their hands
to the people appealed to them to
know what they should do so it will
be always when there is trouble theref-
ore it is the duty of leading men to
counsel the people in wisdom not to
take away the peoples agency to avoid
snares and to pursue a course that will
avert trouble so that we will not have
burdens to bear I1 do not say this
because of any desire to interfere in the
least with political matters but to give
you a little counsel on these points

I1 pray god to bless you and to fill
you withwit

i h his holy spirit and to help
you to remember the excellent instruc-
tions youxou have heard during this confer-
ence in the name of jesus amen

ON THE WEARY MARCH

on the ard3rd of september 1846
lieutenant A J smith who had been
accepted by our officers to act as
colonel pro terntam in place of colonel
allenalien decdeceasedened began to show hissympathy for the sick by oriorderingering themthein
out of the wagons he swore if they
did not walk he would tieie them to thewagons and drag them unless they at
tended sicknick call and took medicine
this the sick did not like to do and
hadbad refused because the doctor was
known to be a bitter enemy to tilethemormonscormonsMormons and bailbad been heard to sayngy
he did not care a d n whether hekilled or cured but the lieutenant was
told in a way not to be misunderstood
that before the men would take the
poison stuff they would leave their
bones to bleach on the prairies
lieutenant smith was not a mormon
he belonged however to the regular
army and the honor to lead the batt-
alion was conferred on him almsimplyI1
because hebe was a west pointer theright of command belonged to captainJap
hunt of company A

the weather for some time back hadbad
been extremely dry and warm tryingdrying
up the creeks and streams so that
water was scarce and very poor many
of the men were taken sick with chills
and leverfever and almost famished for want
0off water to quench their raging thirstone night the camp was aroused by
the cry seebee that star how it momoves
I1 boardbeard cacaptainetain davisdavis of company Cexclaim see seeleel I1 declare it does
movelmove at thialthis I1 got up and went out
of the tent to see the wonder I1 looked
but saw nothing of the kind described
while a number declared that a star inthe eastbaet did move up and down
and sideways and in all directionsthat very evening one of our
brethren died it was believed hisbisdeath was caused by taking doctor
San dersons medicine this was atthe crossingcross og of the arkansas river

the country was alive with all kinds
of wild animals the grass was eaten off
soBO close that I1 thought a sheep could
not gotget a living and yet the buffalo
we killed were in good order some
daysdaya we bould see at one sighteight boo to
1000 buffaloes feeding in big and little
herds in all directions and the day
we left the arkansas two came

near our lines when a volley ofmusketry was discharged att thernthem
breaking the leg orof one thee other
made good hisbis escape without a hole
in nisdie robe for aught I1 know thatday and the day following the men
suffered with thirst gave out by thaneeway side and had to be hauled to
camp in wagons

on tilethe cimmaronmaron we hadbad to dig forwater and when obtained it was go
brackish that man and beast scarcely
could drink it for tonten days we did
biot see timber and our fuel for camp
use was buffalo chips we passed
one place where wowe countedcountect the skull
bones of 81 mules said to have perished
a year before during an equinoctial
storm our guide mid there worewere
mules perished and most of the men
with them

on arriving in santa pefe colonel
cooke by order of general kearney
took commandcommand of the mormon batt-
alion A detachment under captain
brown of company acwith all the sick
and infirm wasas sent from santa pefe to


