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Writlen for this Paper
“KNOWLEDGE IS POWER!"

——

There is oue qualification for success
io any oocupatlor, which while uni-
versally admitted, 18 quite frequenily
overfooked; that ia to “kuow that bus:-
nesp, Irnde or prolession’’ In whieh s
persop enzngen as fully ae it §a possible,
Ignoranee sod incompelence gepwrally
go Ingether, ard it is rare lo make
these an excuere lu care uf failure—
probably 1L In vo way palliales resulte
whoever may be the suflerer. It may
be Juoked upon as seri-ur when af.-
plied where buman life is jeopardized,
ay 1o medicine, surgery or midwifery;
jn the haudling of machinery or ex.
plosiver; 1o the ruooiog of alrain, n
vessel, & mioe, wheu all uncoo-
acjouriy life depends uponthe compe-
tency of otberwise of thure who have
cnnrge ur bold rerponsible [ ositlone.
The dally pressis teetimony that a vant
loea ot life and property ie the resuljt of
incumt eleuce, or of thal supreme
jruiflersrce which gruows oul of
famibiarity with elements of risk and
danger, Eveo whbere qualification
{8 {now ated upub, carclessaness or jneen-
eibility pradually acorves from a cer-
taip contivent assurance which comes
of contact with ap ever-present uun-
ger, and all unintentionaliy as unex-
pectedly s catarlrophe jellows, BEvery
now and again the worl is startied by
some nppalliug clroumatauce which
coulsi bsve been eunsily foreseen or
averted bad co nmon precaution oot
heen sarlerp, and In the final fssue
whera lrguiry bus determined (he
blame, the Jeretiol party was beyond
reach, or If liviog elmply received offi-
ojul condempation.

But it was not from these heart-
breakiog and elaitling celamities thay
we would fod the lesson of loudy,
Thete nre hoste of minor troubles
whigh come [fom 1Docompetence, bul
the kvowledge thereol in Jimited to a
smulier worid aud only afleclts the few,
QOneol thewe s vonbecled with trade or
sihysiness®® a9 il §a called, thoGgh why
the latter phreee sliouid be ured in as
much 8 myetery ss It was in years
gene by, Wheo ft ia usseited thata
mun ‘‘bas gone into business on hiw
own accvunt,’ It uever refors to farm-
iog, to common labor, to mcehanics
or what might be called n trade, like
that of a tiallor, shoemaker, black-
smith or carpenter; it te'ers geuverally
to storekeeping ot dealiog In articles
not monu sctured by the seller. This
is “golpg intc businers’? and is ¢'a go-
ing? ore sucee:s {8 mure probiemat-
fcal than 1t 18 in tbe occupatirn uf the
artienn of the mecbapw. Thbe best
evideoce of this is to watch the etatis.
tical reporte of failares which afe com-
mon to sll lrade journals, These teil
of assignments and hankrapt and
faljure, unotil it is euny t. belifve Lhe
old sesertion that but ‘‘ten per ceut ol
pereons 80 enguaged Are or hecume u
demonstraled paccese.?? The fact that
chronicled Ialluree number aboat ten
tbousand aonualiy or pear lwo bub-
dred per week inthese United Sintes,
surely teils suoh n siory thast persone
outsive would scarcely credit, a-d
this is Jeaa than balf per week of whal
took piasce in the caorresponudloyg eenson
of tateful 1893,

The caures fut these gerious Anan.
oinl lorsen have bewen Labulsted by
Bradstreel’s, into evleven headloge, ns

the Engiteh trade has tabuisted their
commerciol fajlores under elx heads,
Buteloven or six, the majority couli
be claeseld under one hesd, and that
incompetence. 'This 18 Lhe real, the
aclive ceuse, though as classification
may read, as “Iack of buciness caphta),
gonorapce or carelessness in b okkeep-
log, excessive credit to unwurthy cus-
tomers, misplaced c¢r(nfider oe in em-
vloyes, accommodatjon bills andy reck-
lees speculsiion.’” These nll betray

igourance coucerniny the, frst prinet- §

ples vt businees succees, and It s vnly
u mutter ol amazement fo flod tha
gtedils rest o Ao ruany instanoes upon
su Jefecvtive a fuundation.

Btrange ales that popular opinlop
remaios steadlupl ja the cobclueion
tbut kny one nsu open aod run a store,
can huy and sell goods, can burter aou
exchaus e, apd live and Hourish on s
line with which be ie not familiar In
eitber theory or experience. Bat thu:
thie ia the cnpe, see how suon Lhe ra: ke
of traders, desiers, or men jo bus)
ness (?)nre cuntioually recruited. The
rapks are sil the time full,anJ probably
atorekeepers are on the Increase every
week or year, If a store js cioreu ft
is opened ' again by somebody
who witha litlJe money, or ©redit, or
both, only repeate the expetivuvce of
upcuvunted predecersors. There iz a
atality absut thia whicb is locompre-
beusitle save on the plea of iguorance
and ucquestioniog bhope. It js possible
to thus sccount ter the A metican eitu-
stlon, but not so the Engdsh oue,
whera the appreoticeship system ls a
partinl guaranty thal some trainjoe,
some degree of compelence must exlst,
or Do snitempt tv engsee io aoy line
could bhope tur success. The reistiver
oo this point, buwever, may Dever
have entered Into the statlsliciaps? ¢ ro-
clusions. Taking ooe of our emall
counlry etotes ju Utab aes av iljustrs-
tlon, apnd yuu wili find ite character-
istlcs essentislly diflerent frum their
Epglish cotewpuraries. The lutter ure
more universally claseified ang the
guneral store of the West ia about un-
known, for §n them there I» & Hitie o
everything kept to meet lbhe require-
meuls uf barter which bereshout pre-
vaile, and lhe gquestion might easily
suggest iteeif as to bow many exprrte
theie are who owo there country
slores, that la to say, persons who can
Intelligentlly buy dry soous, notions,
gtoceries, bBardware, clothi: g, hootr
and  shoer, aod the oloetorus
wlithout olasaitication, to BHY
notblng of needed experience ijo
handling bulter, egun, chieese, grajne,
dried frult, etc., wilb the knowledge ol
markets, then preserving and ahippiog
A0 a6 to muKethat s euccess. Juch gen-
eral kvowledyge and adaptability s not
commor. Very low mensre judges lo
80 broad s senee ax the keepinyg of euch
a slore would imply; eo [hal we may
pezume that high prices, temper.ie
llving, and good Juck Nas preserved
Utah in part from the pame nlumericai
taflures knuwn elsew here.

While vonsidernble credit is due to
the inberent honesty ot Utah raderr,
muny of them bave had a qussi protec:
tion in their deallngs for ms y yeurs
wlith su importing and dletributioy
heuse which had the confldence of the
buyer. This was an all essential potot,
partioularly in tbhe times of jnexper!-
ence, The huyera for Lthese local stores

never came in contact with tbuee who

had any pereonul interest in other thau
rigbt and fustice. The ealesmen rep-
rerented & prinoiple ae well aa a house.

They were instructtd as to the
features of lrade  upon  which
thut bouse was baved_—ite spirit and

meths ds were ecsentially distioct and
different from cordioary deslers, ir.
respuctive ol oy exicting or expecled
competition. Courequontly when
there upeophisticated and jnexpwils
vnced buyers owme ipto the eales-
ruome of that fostitution there was
confidence; goods were nol pressed
upon Ltem, Dor were prices made or
unwade accotding to the shrewdpe:s
or igoorance of these represenlative
men. There wue a {rlendsbip which
pever took advantage, n mulual fo-
tereet which never betruyed, and that
nonesty of purpose and straightfor-
ward desl which was truly the ersence
of brotherbood, rnd carrled ouf the
supreme Intention of the great founders
of that jnelflution, estahlished for the
highest good of the greatest nurr ber.
That thls bad ite it Buence fur years
upon tbe' development wnd chutacter
uf trade in Uisb rerts upon facls.
Hoonor and bonesty were no **unoerisin

quuatities’’ ju buyer or seller. Ynap-
tmotlty and good feellng weare o©c-
eXislent, and enve {or Inlerested

irepreeentation might and no doubt
would bave remaiped o this day
with all that muotua! consideralion and
aju which Z, C. M. [ w Jingly ex-
tended to & bost of Jearnete, and whi-h
a {ew bave been bell lempled to over-
luok and then forgel. This appreher-
sion of the husinees tharacteristice of
thuse repreeenting o©c-operative stores,
creaied a patience nnd lenlency which
unpuver the:ircumsatnnces was as sdmir-
able a3 it was uniyue, [t was knowu
that promptitude bad to be taught and
the value thereg! unuerstuod; Lhat buy-
ing goode on ihirty, efxty or ninety
daye mesant just thet, and kst pp¥iog
fulerest afler tbat time explres was
not the needed or desirable lbhing,
However loose habit might have be-
come, by esuch ubcertain lraining as
mueting at ‘‘early candle lght’’or
yayiog a deht “after barvesi,? that
wae altogether too indefinite for hus!-
vesr; and those who were buyers,
superiotendents or direplors ot lical cr-
opurntive slores hud to realze thls
Jiflerence by training #n0d.remon-

slraooe,
The walue of thia may pever be
known, Lithoughb is fa etill a pulent

tuctor of education, though the Jesson
may not be, e nut, fully Jearned as yel;
por bave all huyers yot diserimipated
betwesn no booorable representaticn
st goods or prices, asd tbhat usebiog,
pusbing comupetitive spirl” exhblbited
by most diummers, Which meanoe trade
more than truth, and dupticity or ino-
sineerity motes thun bhonesly, Kxeg-
geration, a streicbing ol tbhe truth, is
88 commob to trade as snow in winter,
apnd simple men huve to dircover Lhin
un tbey go through the scbool of un-
expected experience, Maoy of lhose
who bave been Lbus mitsled have re-
turned to fret principler abd many
smart ones have fcuod they were but
povices Iin Jes); tbal men and thioge
nte Hot slweye what they poem or are
reprerented. and it bas Lesn demon-
strated over and over nyaju that It was
safe, honorable apd udvantageous (o
palronize thal wbich wua eetablished
and Je yet officered and suatinjued by



