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revelations that "no man knowsthe things of God but by the Spiritof God, even as no man knows the
of revelatbto lblft variation would
not have exbted, the Spirit of God
would have led tbem Into all truth

teschea them that, when they rise
from the tombs in the resurrection,
tbey will again clasp hands,be re-unit- ed,

and again participate in that
glory for which 0m1 designHltltt m
before the world was. i f , u ,

John the Revel tr, heit on the
Isieof Patlnm, rapt lu prophetic
vision sald-fV- I saw, another auel
flying in the midst of heaven, hav
lng the everlasting gospel to preachto them that dwell .upon .the earth,to every , nation, kindred, tongueand people, (crying with a loud vwice,Fear God and give glory . to him,for the hour off his judgment ,ia
come,' " He also saw a time when
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far BaUrea4 Travalara, i

aa M sji - v a wrirawnvn waR inmiiip ,1 f i

ine remnant wnem tus uoru tour
God shall call." , "J . . . .
tt Well, , we are here in a polltlcul
tajacity, Inhabiting .Territory,and forming an Integral part of the
United States. Whonf do W6 Inter-
fere a lib? Nobody ; pQ we. rob or
piuage anybody, or ., interfere with
the rights ofany? No. Do We make
Incursions on tha ci tizens of sur-
rounding Territories? jNe, we In-
terfere with the civil for religious
rights of no persons tin this or anyother City or Terrltbr; we never
did. we do not ow; .lbut we, can'
not help being In the Capacity that

i we occupy to-da- We; form a body
pontic, and have neeessaniy be-- 'orae a Territory, and We could ' not
help ourselves If ..we"Would; But
welo not Interfere With anybody;we observe all gool and wholesome'
laws. People will lie About us: but
that niUkes no differenfe, they lied
ultout Jesus. Our enjemles say"Vou are a bad people land; that Is
the reason we persecute you,"; Tbat
is what the euemies of Jesus said!
about him, It was not because be was
good, you never saw a religious per--
mxuuuu up uu uiavacvoum, aitsuch persecutions nav been ."be
cause

. .
of the wickedness of the i peo--II mi ea .a a

pie.r me ecnoes ana Pharisees,after seeing Jesus heal the btlnd
man, said "Give God the gloryfor wo. know... ....this man. its a. sinner:. ... .
11. is true inai no casts j out u evils,out iic aoes ic tnrougn ueeizeoun.the prince of devils.' Well, If they
persecuted the. Lord of the house.
they will persecute tbe members of
his ,household, ' It they do these
things In the green tree what will
they do in the dry? ; The' fact J Is
there is. and always has been', and
always will be, an antagonism be
tween truth ' and error. light and
darkness, between the servants of
uou pna me servants oi tne adver
sary , Th6 devil Js called the father
of ties, and he delights therein.
What difference does that make tus. What do we care about it? Verv
little; . But suppose we kre oppress
ed... We have stood It ;.before . and
we can stand. It again. J - Suppose
tbey should pass prescriptive Laws
against us. All right, if the nation
can siana it we can. . i .win nsx up
holding and standing- -

pf 'Correct
Principles which emanate from God.
We will cleave to truth,honor,holl-nessan- d

to all the principles that
God has revealed to! ua, and . ' we
will go on increaslnflr In everv arood

This nation and othcrnatlons will
be overthrown , not because of their
virtue, but because of their corrup
tion and Iniquity. - The. time will
come; for the prophecies will be ful-
filled! when' kingdoms will be d '

stroyed, thrones cast down and the
of thev earth ' shaken, andSjwers Will be kindled against

tbe nations or the . earth,' and it Is
for us to maintain correct princi
ples,: political, religious and social,
and to feel towards all men as God
feels. ! He makes the sun.lo' shine'
on theJust as well as
and if he has enlightened, out
minds and put us In 'possession of
more correct principles than others
have, let us be thankfull ,and adore
the God or Israel. Let us. thanx
our heavenly Father for 1 his good-
ness towards us In making us ac
quainted with tbe principles of: the
everlasting gospel, and let us go on
rrom. strength to strength, from pu
nty to puruy.rrom virtue to virtue,
from,: Intelligence to Intelllirenee:
and when the nations shall fall and
crumble Zion shall arise . and
shine, and the power of God shall
be manifest among his people. No
man can overturn - or permanentlyhurt those " who do right;- - They
may kill some of our bodies,' but
that Is all they can do. We shall live
and shout- - among the assembled
4 l.w. I.'. tlx .4....f T BAAWAHA

"Hoaanna, blessed bo the God of
Israel. "and his kingdom shall grow
and increase it ntil the kingdoms of
this world shall become the king-
doms of our God and hisChrist,andne win ruie and reign forever and
ever. ". ' .' - i

Mav Uou heln ua to ba faithful
In the name of Jesus, Amen.- - v
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pel that was enunciated by Jeses
rist and taught , by his apostles.It was not counecteu .ajone wnn

thf apostles, as 'some "suppose. fc It
does not read Vtheae signs shall fol
low the a pos lies wnobeileVBLor me
disciples .who believe,'?,? hot the
signs would follow them that believe
wherever the gospel w a , preached
In all the , world : The gospel ead
its blessings were not - restnetea
either to time, person- - or place; brkt
were to tie enjoyed in ail me woriu
by all w ho believed. fw'i.vr . ,t.r ih

I'aul tells us r that apostles, pro- -
evangelists, j pastors, andftbets, were clan d la the Church,

fut what ? For the establishing of
CliriaUaiiiiv . Tso. It does not read
in that war. For the benefit of the
apostles ami those ini mediately sur
rounding litem :. cso. - i o oouvince
the pugau Gentiles and uu belle visg
leyrs i i,o, ufp ,ie4j! us tuvjn. wen)
placed in the church if fur. the per
fecting of , the Kaiirt-;- " thas the
who believed : in, aud .'obeved .the
gopei migni go oi rrotn streogwito strength; and be enabled to en
dure faithful to the eiid., It Waa tor
the perfecting of such; nersonstluC
aa jinuiorUl beings, they. might In
crease in light, intelligence f ana
riifl ami 1 in iivaniinul InJnult wllli'

the Gods and the sanctified hosjLa In
the eternal worlds., ! i v ii Kii.-- .

These officers, were for .the ner-- r

reeling or toe tainta nen: i.were
they for anything else? . Yes,;" for
the work of the.) ministry and for
tne edirving or the bodv or i hriat..?'
AVhy ? "That they , atoqld be no
more children, tossed , about bv dl
vers winds of doctrine and the craft
of cunning men whereby' they lie
in wait to deceive;''., out: that, mey
might "be built on tne, foundaUoo
of the apostles and oronbets. Jesus
Christ himself ; being the ebief cor-
ner stone:" that , they might have

knowledge of the' truth of the
gospel for themselves, glowing, in
characters or living nre r written
in their heart. : which mo man. in- -
nuence or .power conia obliterate;but that it might dwell there Uke
a nre i upon - the altar.: eternally
burning and from theaee SDread Its
radiant effulgence glowing. Increas-
ing nnd spreading, i This is the
kind of gospel the ancients preachedand believed in, and wb Icq. we, the
juatter-ua- y saints, preacu. and be
lieve in. '..-- - ; I ; U. V

But whete is the necessity' of a
new revelation, some may inquire.to restore this gospel, seeing that it
Is the same gospel that Is recorded
in the Scriptures?' The Catholics
would tell us there Is no need of ft,
for they obtained it from God In an-
cient times, and - have retained it,'
and it has. been handed down fin
regular succession to the; present
dav. . I am' not troinsr to investigate
all these theories to-day- ,1 here would
not be time, sunice it to say that
they iare lnere ;faUacleg;fneither
Catholics,' Greeks, or Protestants
have retained i the gospel abd the
power to administer It. i When We
come to the Protestant world there
is a great deal of credit due to them
for the course they have taken. But
has . the , gospel, been - continued
among them in its purity from the
time that Jesus lived on the earth?
Is there any man who has the har
dihood to say. so? l do not think
you can find one. t .Whence origin-
ated these notions, 'dplnloni, theo-
ries, principles and dogmas that ex-
ist 1 among men. 4h the religious
world at the present day ?"Did they
originate with God?' We are told
that "be is not tne autnor or eonni--

slop,: but of order." Did lie 'inspire
men with All these various dogmas
and theories? "Certainly noti Who
did; where did they, come from!
Why, men, in. various ages, many
of them very good, men, have tried
to stop the flood. of evil, jaise doc-
trine, error and crime, and . In dV
ng so; unaided oy inspirauon.uiey ,

have made , Very , great ; blunders.
When the pope, through, the instru
mentality ofi.Iibyola, was selling
indulgences in a! fchameful and dis-
graceful manner. '. Martin Luther
and other reformers rose up and de--
nouueed It as an evil, andtueywere right in that; for It was' an
evil, and a crime and ah outrage
upon society, : fur. it - was bartering
that lor . money ' wnicn. ; una never
Intended or authorized; Inquires
one "Did not Jesus give to hiS dia--
ciples 'the keys of the kingdom or
heaven,'and say that 'whosesoever
sins they remitted should be remit
ted, and Whosesoever; sins tney ,re
taincd should ueretaineurr xes.-

Theiif why did not.iOlhers. have
that power?'? TheyKdia-- j If tthey
obtained it legitimately; but not in
that kind of a way..-- ter aver
notsessed rower to ,seIL forgiveness
of sins. In the days of theepoe--
tlfel there was a certaiu, niau.i wno
saw the rawer of God made imaul--

fest tbrpugb their aaminuarauans
and he ottered them money to con
fer the same power Aipon; him, bus
he Was ; told that, inasmuch In he
had thought the. gift of God could
be i iurchuaed . With . money; his
monev 'should Perish; with Mmi

k .'.e-M"- Jl . A a

liut dKt not X'eier , auu i iu otuer
disciples iaMMsti t

give aiust -- .tfcf.javiw mu
exercise it T The , ticriptures axe
verv plain on that point. Bead the
oiiiiiotof Peter.eu the da v. of Pen

ticost, addressing thousands of peo- -
hie who were assembled at'jerusa- -
Ietnon thatoOJ-asioo.-'.Tbe- y cried
out to Peter and the rest of the apos-
tles ''Men. audi, brethren;.! '.what
shall we do to; brr saved ? eAV be
lieVe vour stateni u we believe wei
are sinners, uebeiieve wehavecon
seated to the death of. the Son of
God. how what abail WedttT' Did
hesav r"I , wdi. irive you .you
sirisV" AO. no such thitur. iDhJ he
have the power I lea. liow uid
he: exercise It ? ' Said Jh'ItepeUtand be baptized," every one or ,yoU
in I the name Of 'Jesus Chrtst, for
the remission of your sins, ana you
.hall mwIv the Holv Ghost:" s.nd
they took them and led them down I

into the water, aud baptized them.
and their sins were forgtVf n. .That.
U the way the apostles lorgave sins,t was not by selling Indulgences.' 'Iuthr luttoduced some
good principles, but did he 'bring
back the gospel Jesus broagtit Su,

verily no. Did MelanctVkUutf JJCu.
Zwingler? No. John luox? , No
Did Calvin 7, iNo, iiQne.,uf,them
brought ' back , .the gospel of Jsus.
They went ' about , teacliui , good
nrincipleso morality, aurt the trast
pel as lar as they knew lu But God
did not impart to them the light of
revelation wnicntae aucient&ainu
enloved. and as each! of: those re
formers had his peculiar .views and
ideas in regard to the: gospel, they
were the originators 'of themultl- -
tode or weta. ind 'nrtla .now i
istLng in the Christian world." ' Xui
ther promnhrated els - vwws very
extensively in. Germany, - Calvlu,
who dlSered from him hi rfard to
the doctrine of free will, end was a
believer in the doctrine or ratd.eiec
tion or reprobation, promulgatedlite v t&tea aa-- tanol ssi v iriif rx mam I

others. If they had had the light
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In the Fourteenth Ward Attembfy
Hooma, Sunday Afternoon,

February 1st, 1874.
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REPORTED 1JY DAVID W. EVA-S-I

I have had a note forwarded to me
Biuce I came here by a party who
is a stranger to rue. that I would
speak on our leading doctrines.
There are so many great principles
developed In the eternal truths of
Uodtbatwe believe In that it is a
somewhat difficult task to attempt,In so short a time, any adequate ex-
position thereof, and If I touch upon
any of these principle it must be
very lightly. The request reminds
me of mu anecdote which I read a
short time ngn. A lady met.with a
gentleman wno Had traveled very
extensively over the world. lie
was a statesman, a nhllosopher.and
quite a celebrity, lie and the lady
were going to take dinner together.
and some ten or fifteen minutes be
fore dinner was served the ladyaa to mm "jur. , i am very
happy to have the privilege of BOO"
I nir ana speaking with you.and now
while they are preparing dinner, we
shall nave ten or nfleen minutes.
win you please ten me all youanow ana "Have seen. in your trm'
els?'? '

In regard to our religion I will
say that it embraces every prlnci
pie or truth and intelligence per
taining to us as moral, intellectual.
monai ana immortal. Deings, per
taining to mis woria ana me world
that is to come." We are Open to
truth of every kind, no matter
1irhann It AAmM nrhAM it- nlitln.4i
or wno Deiieves in it. Truth when
preceded by the little word "allM
comprises everything that has ever
existed or that ever will exist and
be known by and among men in
time and through the endless ages
of eternity; and it Is the dnty of ail
intelligent Deings woo are responr
sible and amenable to God for their
acts, to searcli after truth and to
permit it to ' Influence them and
their acts and general course in life,
independent of all bias or pre-con-celv- ed

notions, however specious
and plausible they may be. '

We, as iatter-da- y BainU.belleve,
first, In the gospel, and that is a
great deal to aay, for the gospel em-
braces principles that dive deeper,
spread wider and extend further
than. anything else that we can
conceive. The gospel teaches us in
regard to the being and attributes of
God; it also teaches us our relation
ship to that God and the various
responsibilities we are under to htm
aa his offspring; it teaches us the
various duties and responsibilities
that we are under to our families
and friends, to the community, to
the living and the dead; it 'unfolds
to us principles pertaining to futu-
rity, in fact, according to the say-
ing of one of the old disci plea, it
"brings life and immortality to
light," brings us into relationship
w iih God and prepares us for an ex-
altation la the eternal world. There
is something grand, profound and
intellectual associated with the
principles of the gospel as it stands,
connected with the salvation ana
exaltation of man. A man in search
of truth has no peculiar system to
sustain, no peculiar dogma to de-
fend or theory to uphold; he em-
braces all truth, and that truth
like the sun In the firmament,
shines forth , and spreads its
effulgent rays over all creation,and if, men will divest themselves
of bias and prejudice, and prayer-
fully and conscientiously- - search
after truth tbey will find it where,
ever they turn their attention. But
In regard to tue leading principles
of the gospel there are some dis
tinctive features connectea mere
with, which, like all the laws of na
ture and of nature's God, require
implicit obedience and compliance
therewith in order to insure a reali-
zation of i the results which flow
therefrom. The earth en which we
live, the matter" of which it is
composed, the elements with which
we are surrounaea, as wen as me
planetary system, have certain in-

scrutable, eternal, unchangeable
laws connected witu them that can
hot be departed from.
? We talk sometimesabout the great
Uistveries men have made con-
nected with electricity, steam, light
and its properties and a variety of
other prl nci plea that exist in natu re;
all these principles are governed by
certaiu'tpeclfic laws, which are im-
mutable and unchangeable; and all
of the great discoveries which men
have made, have only developed
Certain properties that have always
existe I They have not created
aiiy thing, and their discoveries are
nothing particularly worth boasting
of. A elwld.in its in fancy,possesses
certain reasoning faculties, but they
are only developed by a long course
4f trainiugand experience, itpoe--
acaes arius. leca. reel. a. neaa ana
bod v. eves. ears, nose &C. but it la
anconaeious of this; by and by
when Ita reasoning faculties begin
to be developed It discovers that it
has hands, it had them before, but
it did not know It. It is a good deal
so with us and i he generations which
have preceded us we live.and have
lived in a world in which from the
beeinning there have existed prin
ciples, organisms and systems, all
that are now Known or mac ever
will be discovered, but we have
been Ignorant of them, and only be
tme aware , or meir existence oy
what la called the nrogress of science
and the disooverles of scientific and
Ingenious men. And as earthly
things are governed ana coutroueu
by unchanging laws, so It la with
heavenly tilings In optics certain
lenses are needed for the reception
and refraction of light; In chemLae

try a certain combination of ele-

ments Isnece.ary to produce tua-uetls- m

or electricity, and yoq may
have these elements ever so' per-
fect, and without the wire you can
not use them to convey Intelligence;
and you may have the wire witnout
the uecessaiy combination of chem-
ical elements, and the result Is the
same. 1 hare watch, if I wind
It up it Will tell the time, if I neg--
lectio dO(tnat it wui iw
have your steam wngine.tf Von shut
tin the valve you turn ohT the steam
and it ceases to move, i ou nave a

er, but turn on me water irom io
wheel and Ita power ceases. It is
just so in regard to all the opera-
tions of nature they are governed
liv twrtaln laws which are under
stood bv those who study them--

,f There are laws pertaining to eter-
nal thing-t- he things ef Qod, that
are just as Immutable and unchange-
able as those of which I have been
speaking, and to realize the results
they are calculated to produce you
must submit to and obey them.

and brought .them, to ; the. unity of
uie wno, ana tney would nave seen
eye fo ey e,aa the Seri ptures ssy men
will do "When ,God brings again
Zlp, and wUh their; voice together
, e win reier to some or these sece-
ding chorehesy bat firstfor a mo
ment, will notice the Greek Church.
This church seeeded from the jLaUn
church, or the tJLatin i from the
ureea:, i.io,iHt : eiu which way
you take lu IThete was a, schism
between me two bodies, and each
pursued ita ownpeculiar course, and
that course .has been t verv erratic.
foolish . and far from the nrineinlea
of truth,i Then there la the Episco-
pal Qburcb'. i How dife 1 1 originate ?
Thwmgh JHenry the ighu Uewas Ik thai., ne started a church T
History Informs us that It was sim
ply on this ground he was desir
ous! of liaviug" a divorce from his
wife aod the Bom would not grant
u.i Beiore this rienry.bad written

book: o paniphlet i in defence of
popery, and. IB 4 oppoalUonv to the
Refbrmatlon. for which the Pone
styled him 'Defender of theFaith:"
but iwientbe Vope. would notcon-se- ui

to grant tb English king this
divorce he became angry, and de
termlned to start: a church of his
awn; and sortunately or unrortur
nately e-- had two I pliant tools, ec--
ciestasticaiOf the 4Jathollc Church,and to gratify their sovereign they
lent themselves to him . to assist in
carrying .out bis plan, and together
they started . - the Church oi . JUti- -
gutnd pr the . Episcopal Church as
ltls now called. . When Henry had
goti a priesthood of his .own he . got
the divorce he. wanted.and went on
his way rejoicing; I supposeit least
in his way. t jm.,w .i - . i

i We, wi now- come to some others
among the reformers. There was
John rKuox, in Scotland a yery
zealous and t very intolerant man,
nothing y pleasant , about him,
seme traits of his character I never
admired, and I have lead some
things in, hi works . that are not
Very: pleasant,! gentle or; amiable;
but tie. was no doubt a; very sincere
and zealous ; Christian'; in nls way.
Vnd sought to do good. Then there
was Calvm, another toieraoiy sin-
cere man ia my opinion, and. judg
ing fromaWnafii history tciia. about
him. he was, vdeslroua of. stemming
the torrent) of evil, and advancing
good principles as-far as he . knew
how.f s But ;o Who, .among . them
brought back the gospel which Je
sus taught ?4 iot one.: , leaviag
CslvlnKnox. Xdither: and the ear
ly reformers we come down to. later
timesi,s;apd . we ; find that In the
Church of. i England there were
some things & Which t the conscien
tious portion rotuu
not sustaisw anu a xewrmawon was
inaugurated hfi John and Charles
.Wesler.an4 a J4r. Fletcher. i.They
taught, many ?ood principles; but
they did not bring back the gospel
of Jesus Cbrlsti although they were

? a t
very seaious . .ana very oesirous oi
doing good, an I ; think . there was
something' very creditable In their;
efforts to, stem the current of evil
and to resist 'Aftd unmask the cor-

ruption that wa creeping in under
the name of religion and to unmask
the bypocricy ilatexlsted; but they
did not restore-- , tbe gospel, and one
of them in singing' aaid he looked
forward to- - and hoped ; the time
would come, when ; J(. .

iFrontehoaea Abraham' aeed
; Tas bw apostles choose

i O'ea teles sad eaatlnents ta "pread
: Ths dad-revrvl- ac newr.M

Thev did not have It; however he
Vhaw thi t- and aJ LHiiirH havuilik
slrous of having inch a state ofthings
restoreu. e was not aoie to intra.
duee It, for God had not called upon
mm 'to penorni'ina wo.; - ;

ii There have' been "various other
Urns besides those I have mention
ed, In-som- Instances arising more
from personal ;

plqru?, prejudice and

esbj of i men than; for. the .glory of
God and for' thd ! good ' of mankind,
and I am 1 afraid their originators
cured mote; about . preaching the
gospel i accordlrlg to certain men,
rather man tne gospei accpruing 10
Jesus Christi J n ' such a state of
thlnira iwhaC is to be done? ' We are
living in a wefld in wh Ich the spir-
its who bave dlt In the bosom of
God are coming Into and leaving
this state of existence st the rate of
about a thousand millions In every
thlrtv-thre- e vearsavnd here are
thouHands of sorcalled 'ministers of
religion with, h Inefficient gospel,
that God never fnrdaloed' trying to
amellor.te me condition of man
kind, ana sending vrnai. (tnev can
the casoel to the heathen, ana they
Are continually eallbig for the pecu
niary aid of their, reiioar Christians
t ..iiiat tnm in inn .amemruft.
But ifthey have not the truth them
selves how: can& they ; impart It to
others? How,can blind leaders lead
people in tne way or lire ana saiva-Um-9

' WmM It not neceaiiary.m view
of the Ignbranceand blindness of the
people every where, 'in regard to the
principles ' or, salvation, mat, some-
thing should be done to ameliorate
the condition ' of. a- - fallen .world?
The Christatn ,worid, by their unbe-
lief, have made theheavensas brass;

ml nhowmr thrt m' ' tn 'ri(v1arA
what they call the gospel they make
(on fusion worse confoundedr but
who shall debar; God. from r taking
care ofhis own Creation, and saving
his creaturesT M Yet --.this Is the
pceltlonthat many men have taken.
But notwithstanding the unbelief
so prevalent throughout Christen
doai God.mtoreU his: ancient gos-
pel to Joseph Smith,! giving 'him
revelation, opening the heavens to
Uiei.and making him acquainted
with the plan of salvation and ex--
altatioa of the children of men.
was well acquainted with him, and
liua Minrii 1 1 v mrami naH tha nnr.
bxlions given through him and not
withstandingan tne aspersions mat
have been cast' upon him I be
lieve, that with' the exception of
Jesus. Christ, there never, wat
greater prophet? upon this : wide
earth than he: And to the revela
tions lie made known are! we in
debted for th igMnoua. prioeiples
that God has communicated .to the
world In these last dava. We were
aa aouch .ba the dark aa other people
were about the prinelples of salva
tion, aad mev relationship; we bald
to Uod and each, others until these
things were made. known: to us by
Joseph amitb. AA great deal Is said
at the present time iebdnti the re
lation of.huband and wife. but
where is there a man oetside of this
church win understands .anythingabout this relaiionship, as: well as
that of parents to children? There
U not onecd the Latter-da-y Saints
knew cottfr z tbert it cntilit waa
reveiUi by Jccrh Calthj through
the - r-- pei. - It li the forpel that
teacues a woman mat she has
claim, upon a man, and a man that
be has a elalm topon a woman In
thezesurreclion it is the gospel that

things of man but by the spirit of
uiau inai is: witnin nlm," tnenhow can men; obtain a knowledge" mings or uou except meynrt take the course which he has

out? They can not dolt,
f the laws which govern terrestrial

things are immutable, the laws
which govern celestial things are
certainly not less so.and this brines
me to the consideration of some of
the first principles of the gospelwhich we as a people believe in. .
., We believe that it is necessary for
man to be placed in communication
with God; that he should have rev-
elation from him, aud that unless
he is placed uuder the influence of
the Inspiration of the Holy Spirithe can know nothing about., the
things of God. I do not care how
learned a man may be, or how ex-
tensively he may have traveled; I
do not care what his talent, Intel-
lect or genius may be, at what col-
lege he may have studied, how com-
prehensive his views or what his
judgment may be on other matters,
be cannot understand certain thingswithout the Spirit of God, and that
necessarily introduces the principleI before referred to the necessity
of revelation. Not revelation in
former times, but present and Im-
mediate revelation, which shall lead
and guide those who possess it in all
the paths of life here.and to eternal
life hereafter. A good many peo-
ple, and those, professing Chris-
tians, will sneer a good deal at the
Idea of present revelation. Who-
ever heard of true religion without
communication with God ? To me
the thing is the most absurd that
the human mind could conceive of.
I do not wonder, when the people
generally reject the principle of
present revelation, that skepticism
and Infidelity: prevail to such an
alarming extent. I do not wonder
that so many men treat religionwith contempt, and regard it as
something not worth the attention
of intelligent beings, for without
revelation religion is a mockery and
a farce. Ifl can not have a reli
gion that will lead roe to God and
place me en rapport with him, and
unfold to my mind the principles
of Immortality and eternal life 1
want nothing to do with It.
' The principle of present revela-
tion then. Is the, very foundation of
our religion. The Christian world
reject mat, and say the .Bible
Is. all - sufficient. . 1 can remem
ber In my younger days searching
Its contents very diligently, 1 1t is
a glorious book to study, and I
earnestly recommend It to the at
tention or our young men and
young women and or our old men
and old women. ''Search the Scrip
tures," was the command of Jesus,
"for in them ye think ye have eter-
nal life, and they are they that tes-

tify of me." . I would not .only
search the Scriptures that we now
have, but I would search also every
revelation that God has given, does
give or will give for the guidanceand direction of his people: andthn T vnnld Tvirtu 4Ka iIIvm'
and those also whom he makes use
of as his honored Instruments to
promulgate and make known those
principles: and I would seek to be
governed by the principles that are
contained in mat sacred word.
, : Now then let me look back a little
and examine things as they have
existed. What kind of a gospel was
It that Jesus introduced? We are
told that it was the gospel; but
what sort of an organization did his
church have? Apostles, prophets,
pastors, teachers and evangelists
inspired men, men who had the
ministering of angels, the spirit of
prophecy, and the principle of rev
elation; men who had the heavens
opened to them, so mat they could
contemplate the purposes of God as
they should roil along throughout
every subsequent period or time

ntil the winding up scene. Whence
did thev obtain this knowledge?
They obtained it through obedience
to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and
hence it is very properly said that
"life and immortality are brought
to light by the gospel." h a

Well, wno were tae ancient apos
tles? They were men chosen and
selected by Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. 'Who were these prophets?
Men who were In possession of the
spirit of prophecy; and you show
me a man wno is caiieaana inspirea
of God to preach , the' gospelof Je-
sus Christ, and I will show you a
prophet, for we are told that "the
testimony of Jesus Is the spirit of
prophecy;" and If a man has not
the spirit of prophecy and re vela,
tion he la not the man to teach the
things of God. for that is the prin
ciple by which all God's chosen and
authorized ministers, in every age
have been Inspired, and by which
they have taught the things of eter-
nal life to the children of men.

How was It with 'Jesus? lie
said that "he came not to do his
own will; but the will of the father
who sent mm:" ano said lie " i oe
words that I speak I speak not of
eayaelf; but the Father which
ilwolleth In me.be doeth the work..
When the. disciples rwent forth to
preach the gospel Jesus told, them
to go without purse aud scrlp.trust- -

ing in him; and he told them that
when they were brought before
Kings, ruiexa buu s"'"""1"! jwere not to think beforehand what
they should say, for ft should be
given to them lu the self --same hour
that they needed it. n jraui saia mat

& a a a a til.the firosDei tnat ne preacnea "ne re
eelvednotof nian.neitherby man;"
but he received It. of God, and the
words that he ppaKe were not his
own, for he told the people definite
ly and distinctly mat meir wonw
came to-the- "not in word ooiy.
but In power and In the demonstra
tion or me epint oi uou, ana witu
much assurance." They were un-
der the Inspiration of the Almighty.

And Where did we get our uibie
from ? iXo Scripture-- Is of any
nrivals Interpretation'we are told,
"but holy men of old spake as theyu - a aswere movea apoa uj ue uwjnhrtftnd.

while under that tnsplra- -- .r'm-w- - i j Ji. iiat th-t- f ottered tne wora m uou.
nd that word became the Scripture

nf truth, as we here find it. It was
evn nv dreams, --visions auu rev
elation, and that which was thus
communicated to man was written.
and haajpecome ., W!aj,woi
.tvhn : the" Inspired

1 revelations
whlchSwe call the gospel weregiven
to men mere we

Kof. vtakfrrrn teachers ana vauge--

fknd Jao vr did Jesw.teUbls dis--
crules to teacu uu kucw
them ta "go, into all the world and

- iminol to everv creature."
tbe-r'w- rt beln that --he that nd

was baptized shonldbe
raved.". And,-- It was also said that
cerUln alna should - follow them
that believed: they should cut out
devils In the name of Jesus, "they
should lay hands on the slek and
they should recover." Ac., showing
that there was a living, vital, ener- -
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a certain power '? would . make war
with the Saints, and prevail against
them, and they should be given In-
to his hand; un til j a time, tiu;ei and
tho dividing ofj a lime." ,ii::1,'Well then, to come lack, to ac-
commodate my strange friend, who-
ever be may be, will say that we,
the Latter day Saints, believe IhU
gospel just as Jet lis taught it. We
believe in faith in the lionl Jesus
Christ, and that we should rever-
ence him as the Sou of bis heavenlyFather and our Father. We believe
in the .ordinances that.: he intro
duced, and J that were ; practiced bv
his disciples: we believe in the same
Spirit and revelation that tbey be
lieved In, , I do not wish to argue
these matters, or to go Into details;
for time would Tall on the present
occasion; 4Mit tne scriptures - are
oeiore us, ana x shall only attemptto touch upon some of the princi
ples that jeeus enunciated, and
which were! taught by him and his

'.a a ' aa. a a a

aiscipies; ana it is for believing in
uoa and Jesus Christ, in prophecyand revelation that we are continu
ally arraigned before the world as
Impostors and deceivers. We be
lieve In being honest to ourselves
and with every body, whether, theyare with us or not; we believe lu
men acting all the: time as i though
they were in the presence of God
and holy angels, and ; that for all
their acts they, .will be brought to
judgment, for we believe that God
wui nnng men, into judgment xor
every word - and , every: 5 secret
thought." s We believe a good deal
as David says Who Is he that can
dwell , with, devouring fire, and
among everlasting burnings? That
man who has feared God , In his
heart, and who has! not lied In1 his
heart, that man who will swear to
nia own - hurt and change not, a
pure, virtuous holy, man who re
gards the rights of others aa be re-
gards his own; a man who will
concede to others aU thai he would
ask . for . , himself, and who seeks to

romote the welfare of tlie human
amlly.

- me elders of this church nave
been called, as the disciples of Jesus
were - in former, times, to go and
preach the gospel i without purse
and script. , I , have travelled hun-
dreds of thousands of miles on this
errand '

myself, and I see men all
uound me here who have done the

is. . What for? To benefit man--:
kind, to tear away the vail of Ignor
ance, to combat . error, to reveal
truth,, to make known, the. divine
wm,to tell to the human family that
God has spoken,that angels have ap--
waama1 4U.f!lli.liuv.n. k.ir. Kiuin

pnened. that light ind intelligencehave been communicated to man.
that the everlasting gospel has been
restored, aud that we, in this age,:
can enjoy the same blessings that
the Saints enjoyed In former days,
and to polntj out to them .the way
of life and salvation. We have re-
ceived this commission from our
God, and we have endeavored faith
fully to fulfill It, so ; that our blood
may be clear, and i that when. - we
come to stand before tho Great Elo-hel- m,

when all nations shall be
together.we can say "Ohathered have finished the work.a' a a

which thou gavest na to ao."
What else? We are standingnow rather in a political capacity.

How is this? We cannot heln our
selves, the gospel told us to gather to-

gether. Do tne Scriptures say any-
thing about It? - Yes, but, if they
did not, and: God gave us that com
mand, the silence of the Scriptures
would make no difference at all.
But they do, for the ancient pro-
phets had a view of the gathering
of the Saints in the latter days; they
saw them flocking jto the moun
tains like doves to: the windows:
and through them the Lord ' de-
clared that the would gather' his
people f'from the east and from the
west from the north and from the
south.!' It U said MI will take them
one of a city and two- - of a - family
and bring them tor Zion, and give
them pastors after my own heart.
who will feed them With knowledge
and , understanding! M and in speak
ing of me calamities or tne last
davs ne says mat tn iaiount zaon
and In Jerusalem there shall be de-
liverance." I. But we f gathered be
cause the revelations given through
our prophet commanded us to do
so. these: revelations agreeing with
those given on tne same subject for
merly.- - ; . ' r. -

i ; - " ' ,

sunding in tnis capacity, we rorm
a large nooy oi people, we nave
lived in different places; and as the
believers In the gospel in other age
were persecuted so have we been:
and having- - been 'persecuted and
driven we have come here, as George
A. Smitli said on a certain occasion

because we eould not help it" We
could not live in ffauvoo, yet we
neither Injured nor robbed anybody,
neither did we Interfere with any
body's rights. : They drove us from
Missouri ana rrotn Illinois, ana nere
we are. and what nowi i we were
on Mexicafi territory when we ar
rived here, having; been forced to
flee from the United States because

eon id not nave protection w nv
was it?1 Who can tell why It wa
that people who strewed their gajv
menta ana snresva orancnes oi nairn
trees in the ps of Jesus, crying4
MHoaanna blessed be he that com-- ;
eth in the name of the Lord, should
cry, a soors time j tuivr ' wrucuj
him, crucuy uimr'i eata mate, jl
wa&li my hands or this lust mtn'i
blood;" and the people said "let hi
blood be upon us ana ur children.
Terribly have they realized that In-- ,
vocation, for the avenging hand o
the Almlghtv has been heavy upon
them, and in every nation In which,
they have sojourned they have been
robbed.strlpped, their property con-- s

fiscated, and tbey have been depri-
ved of all the rights of men; ' The,
time will come when God'eiWTath.
will be satisfied towards them; and.
when they will again' be his elect
people and gathered to meir own
land, even to Jerusalem, where, a:

the prophet says "The measuring
line shall go forth .and little bovs!an
girls ah all again play in the streets'

of God will descend and Vset his feof.
on the Haunt of Olives, and It will
cleave In twain, and there will be if,
rreat v&lley, and tbey will flee from
before him like as ..they ilea in . Utf
days of OzUh, King of Judab;" aid
4lhe Lord our God," we are toM;
"will come and all his Saints will
him,"; and there will be deliyej

4.
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