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Promire, they separaled into two parties,
called Nephites and Lamsanites, respoc-
tively, after thelr leaders. They grew to
be great pations and colonized North
America nlso. Religious strife sprang up
between the two pations because of the
wiekedness of the Lamanites; the Neph-
jties, however, adhered to their religious
traditions and the worship of the tme
Qod. Christ appeared in the New World
and by his administrations converted
many of both peoples to Him. Bat
towardh the elose of the fourth century of
~our ers, both Nephites and Lamanites
backslid in faith and became involved in
war with each other which resulted in
extermination of the former people.
The nunmerous tumuli scattercd over the
face of the country cover the remains of
the bundreds of thousands of warriors
who fell in their deadly strife. Mormon
and his son Moroni, the last of the Neph-
ites who eagaped by conccalment, de-
posited by divine command the annals of
thelr ancestors, the Bock of Mormon
written on tablets, in the hill of Cumorab,

Ontario County, New York, in the vicin- |/

ity of which the last battloes of these
relentless enemies took place.”

This is the account which John T.
Short. without giving any reason
therefor, pronounces a pretentious
fraud. But why thls account of the
early settlement of America is not
worthy of an equal anmount ot respect-
ful attention and Investigation with
the score und upwards of other theorles
of pre-historic origin of American
races gited by him is Inconceivahle.

After an intervsting description of
the military defeuses, mounds, citadels,
weapons, etc., Mr. Preist makes a pen
picture of ap ancient American battle.

“Nothlng** he says *‘of a warllke
character conld exceed tlie grandeur
of a fight maintained from the buse to
the summii of one of the tremendous
teocalis, or pyramids. Wemay suppose
then gathered from their more scat-
tered work of ruin, and eireling, with
yells of fury, the immedlate precincts
of the mound, while the rushing mul-
titude fly from their burning babita-
tiong toward their last resort. The
gonl ja galned; the first who reach it
ascend to its top; rank after rapk suc-
ceed, tiil In frightful cireles of ferocious
warrlors, the whole pyramid s but one
living maes of fury. Now the enemy
come pouring round as a deluge, and
begirt this final refuge of the waiting
populace, while warrior faelng warrior
each moment fells his thousands, hy
the nolseless death-glab of the dirk
of copper; while from the ranks nbove,
the silent but vengeful arrow doesits
work of death. Here, from thestrong
arm and well practicel sling-stones
with furious whizzlng through the air
cover in showers the dlstant tquadron
with dismay. Circle after cirele, at
the bage, beth of invader and jovaded,

tall together in glorious ruin. Now
the top, where waved such signals of
defiance as rude nations could invent,
begomes thinned of its defenders, who
pressing downward, as the lower
ranges are cut in pieces, renew their
fight. Now the farthest circle of
the enemy near the fatal centre. Now
the destinies of conflicting nations
draw nigh; those of the pyramid have
thrown their last stone, the quiverls
emptied of its arrows; the last spear of
fliot and battle-exe have fled, with
well directed alm, amid the throng.
Burrender, captivity, =elavery and
death, wind wp the account, a tribe
become extinct, whose bones, when
heaped together, mnke a new pyramid.
Buch, douhtless, is the origin of many
of the frightful heaps of human bones
tound scattereil over all the West.??
/ Joun H. KELSON.

REMARKS

Made by President Wilford Woodruff,
at Cache Stake Uonference, held al
Logan, Sunday Afternoon, Noven-
Ger lst, 1691,

[REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.]

I would like to talk a little to the
Liatter-day Baints who have agsembhbled
here this afterncon, It [ can get the
faith ofthe Baints and the Spirit of the
Lord to assist me.

This morning, before coming to
meeting, [ studied with a good deal of
futerest some palintings at Brother
Moses Thatcher’s — “Christ before
Pilate,’* and *Christ on Calvary.” I
thought to myseif, in locklng at the m,
that the Savior, ns Brother Joseph F.
Smith bad said, certainly descended
below all things. He came down
here to earth, was born of woman, in
adigpensation appointed of tke Father,
and tabernacled In the Alesh. BSee him
travel from the manger to the cross,
onward through blood to the throne of
grace appointéd unto Him, in poverty
and in affliction, never handling ang
money that we have any account ol
Think for & few moments the short
time that He labored in the flesh
after His appointment by the Father—
three years and a half. Look at the
suffering that He went through, the
labor He performed—the organization
of the Church of Qod, the appointing
of Twelve Apostles, of seventy Apos-
tles, and a few disciples, who followed
Him during that period, Then reflect
that not only He bimself was con-
demned and cruoifled, shedding His
bieed for the redem&tion of the world,
but every one of His A postles was put
to death for ths word of God and teati-
mony of Jesus Christ, excepting John
the Revelator. They could not kill
him, the Lord having appointed him
to live; otherwise, he wouid have been
slain with the'rest. WWhile looking at
the Savior nailed to the cross—a Jew,
through the loins of Abrabam and
David, condemned by the Jews as well
as the Gentiles, I thought of our own
condition In these mountains. We have
passed through sixty yeara as a pecple,
nnd why have you got the Presideney
with you today?

Why have you'theHonof Man.
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Apoetles living in your midet, Wl]kl-ng

your streets in freedom, after gj
years? Why do you have upwarﬁc::?;'
two hundred thousand Latter-da
Saints gathered together in these Va{
leys of the mountains, in the midst of
a generation of sixty millions of pec-
ple? These are questions which sheuld
be apswered in the minds of the Liat-
ter-day Saiats. There is 8 meanin
brethren and sisters, toall these thig %'
We live in a different dispensatiogn-
and under a different order o things’
in one seunse, to whatthe Savigr Bn\i
the Apostles did. 'l hat wasa day of
sacrifice. Those holy men whe bore
the Apostleship in that day were read
to lay down their lives with the Savior
and their lives were short Compare(i
with the history of the Church of God
ip our day. They were all slajn with
one exception, and Ged topk th;:m to
Himself. He nlsotook the Priesthood
tro he enrth, and it remained iy the
bands of God the Father and His 8y
Jusus Christ until1829. Long centuries
g:saed AWARY. Millions of human
ings were born, dwelt on the esarth
dled, and wentinto the epirit world, and
not one soul of them, go ftay RB’ we
have any knowledge, had power tu go
forth among mankind and adminjster
in theordinances of the Goagpel of lite
and salvation. There were, doubtless
raillions of good men, who acted up to
the best light that they had. There
were such men as John Wesley, Martin
Luther, Wicklifle, Zwingli, Melanes
thon, and thousands of others, who
came forth in their day and pre’ached
the Gospe! according tothe light which-
they possessed. But they did not have
the power to administer in one ordi-
nance which had any force attardesth
They did not hold the holy Priesthood.

Now, in our day and generation, we
have arrived at a point in the history
of the world when this Priesthood Ia
restored. The Lord raised up Joseph
Bmith. He came forth in the proper
time. He orgaulzed a Church. Who
was Juseph Bmith? “Was he g Inwyer?
Was he adoctor of divinity? Was he
what is called n great msn, o learped
man? No, he was but a youth; the
world would say an Hliterate, Ignorant
Youth. He was an unlearped youth
ip the things of the world. But he was
a pute man. He came forth through
the lineage of Abraham, ILsane and
Jacob. He was prophesied of hy
the ancient patriarchs and proph-
etse. The Book of Mormon gives his
name. Joseph Bmith was moved upon
by the Holy Ghoet, and he was admin-
istered unto, in anewer to hls prayers,
by the Father and the Bon; and the
Father said to bim, ‘““This Is my be-
loved Son, hear ye Him.” Hoa list-
ened atrictly to the worde of Jesus
Christ, and continued to do so until
he, like the Bavior, was put to death,
though he was not crucifled, because it
was notl the custom of the day. [ may
say that it seemed strange to me ot that
time why the F'rophet and his brother
Hyrum were permitted to be taken out
of our midst. But Joseph S8mith, hy
commandment of (God and by the
power und revelationa of heaven, was
ortained and iaid the foundation of
this great dispensation and fulpess of
times. He was brought into the world
and ordained to organize this Church
of Christ for the Inst time upou this
earth, to prepare it for the coming of
Adfter hia death, on



