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promiseProm iee they separated into two parties
called Nephitesbates and LamanIAma itee respec-

tively after their leaders they grew to
be great nations and colonized north
america also religious strife sprang up
between the two nations because of the
wickedness of the Lama the neph

however adhered totb their religious
traditionsonis and the worship of the true
god christ appeared in the new world
and by his administrations converted
many of both peoples to him but
towards the close of the fourth century of

mour era both NephNephitesitea and Lamatama
backslidbackslideback slid in faith and became involved in
war with each other which resulted in
extermination of the former people
the numerous tumuli scattered over the
ffacesee of the country cover the remains of
the hundreds of thousands of warriorswarriors
who fell in their deadly strife mormon
and his son moroni the last of the neph
ites who escaped by concealment de-

posited by divine command the annals of
their ancestors the book of mormon
written on tablets in the hill of cumorah
ontario county nownew york in the vicin-
ity of which the last battles of these
relentless enemies took place

this is the account which john T
short without giving any reason

Tronpronouncesounces a pretentious
fraud but why this account of the
early settlement of america is not
worthy of an equal amount of respect-
ful attention and investigation with
the score and upwards of other theories
of prehistoricpre historic origin of american
races cited by him tois inconceivable

after an interinterestingbating description of
thehe military defenses mounds citadels

weapons etc mr makes a pen
picture of an ancient american battle

nothingNo he says of a warlike
character coald exceed the grandeur
of a fight maintained from the base to
the summit of one of the tremendous
teocaliscall or pyramids we may suppose
then gathered from their more scat-

tered work of ruin and circling with
yells of fury the immediate precinctscrecineto
of the mound while the rushing mul-

titude fly from their burning habita-

tions toward their last resort the
ggoalaa I1 legalis gainedned the first who reach it
ascend to its top rank after rank suc-

ceed till in frightful circles of ferocious
warriors the whole pyramid tois but one
livinghven mass

I1
of luryfury now the anemyenemy

cowscome pouringg round as a deluge and
bebegirtgirt thtola final refuge of the waiting
populace while warrior facing warrior
each moment fellsfella his thousands by
the noiseless death slab of the dirk
of copper while from the ranks above
the silent but vengeful arrow does its
work of death here from the strong
arm and well practicedpractical sling stones
with furious whizzing through the air
cover in showers the distant squadronEqua dron
with dismay circle after circle at
the base both of invader and invaded

fall together in glorious ruin now
the top where waved such signals of
defiance as rude nations could invent
becomes thinned of its defenders who
pressing downward as the lower
ranges are out in pieces renew their
fight now the farthest circle of
the enemy near the fatal contracentre now
the destinies of conflicting nations
draw nigh those of the pyramid have
thrown their last stone the quiver is
emptied of its arrowsarrowii the last spear of
flint and battle axe have fled with
well directed aim amid the throng
surrender captivity slavery and
death wind up the account a tribe
become extinct whose bones when
heaped together make a new pyramid
such doubtless is19 thehe origin of many
of the frightful heaps of human bones
found scattered over all the west
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I1 would like to talk a little to the
latter day saints who have assembled
here this afternoon if I1 can get the
faith of the saints and the spirit of the
lord to assist me

this morning before coming to
meeting I1 studied with a good deal of
interest some paintings at brother
mones thatchers christ before
pilate 20 and christ on calvary 02 I1
thought to myself in looking attheat the m
that the savior as brother joseph F
smith had said certainly descended
below all things he came down
here to earth was born of woman in
a dispensation appointed of tlethe father
and in the flesh see him
travel from the manger to the cross
onward through blood to the throne of
grace appointed unto him in poverty
and in affliction never handling any
money that we have any account of
think for a few moments the short
time that he labored in the flesh
after his appointment by the father
three years and a half look at the
suffersufferingipg that he went through the
labor he performed the organization
of the church of god the appointing
otof twelve apostles of seventy apos-
tles and a few disciplebisci clefe who followed
him during that period then reflect
that not only he himself was concan
damned and crucified shedding his
blood for the redemption of the world
but every one of his apostles was put
to death for the word of bod and testi-
mony of jesus christ excepting john
the revelator they could not kill
him the lord having appointed him
to live otherwise he would have been
slain with the rest while looking at
the savior nailed to the cross a jew
through the loins of abraham anuand
david condemned by the jews as well
asaa the gentiles I1 thought of our own
condition in these mountains behavewe have
passed through sixty years as a people
and why have you got the presidency
with you today why have you

apostles living in your midst walkingwalkineyour streets in freedom after sixty
yearsbeart why do you have upwards oftwo hundred latter day
saints gathered together in these val-
leys ofof the mountains in the midst ofa generation of sixty millionsmillionrj of peo-
ple these are questions which fahshouldbe answered in the minds of the latter day wats there is a meaning
brethren and sisters to all thesetheme thingswe live in a different dispensation
and under a different order of things
in one sense to what the savior and
the apostles did I1 hat was a day ofsacrifice those holy men who borethe apostleship in that day were readyto lay down their lives with the saviorand their lives were short compared
with the history of the church of JOIAgod
in our ddayy thetheyy were all BIRslaini 13 withone exception and godged took them tohimself he also took the priesthood
brombe earth and it remained in thehands of god the father and his sonjesus christ until 1829 long centuriespassed away millions of humanbeings were born dwelt on the earthdied and went into the spirit worl dandnot one soul of them so far as wehave any knowledge had power to go
forth among mankind and administerin the ordinances of the gospel of lifeifand salvation there were doubtless
millionsillionsEQ of good men who acted up tothe bestbeat light that they had therewere such men as john wesley martinluther wickliffe zwingliZwingji merano
thon and thousands of others whocame forth in their day and reachedpreached
the gospel according to the lightliet whichthey possessed but they did not havethe power to administer in one ordi-
nance which had any force after deaththey did not hold the holy priesthood

now in our day and generation we
have arrived at a point in the history
of the worldworlI1 when this priesthood is
restored the lord raised up joseph
smith he came forthferth in the proper
time he organized a4 church whowas joseph smith was he a lawyerwas he a doctor of divinity was he
what is called a great MUDmn a learned
man no he waswaa but a youth the
world would say an illiterate ignorant
youth he was an linunlearnedlearned youth
in the things of the world but he was
a pure man he came forth throughgil
the lineage of abraham lameisaac andjacob he was prophesied of fayby
the ancient patriarchs and prokrophoh
etseta the book of mormon gigivesves his
nnameame josejosephph smith was moved upon
by the holy ghost and he was adadmin-
istered

min
unto in answer to his prayers

by the father and the son and the
father saidbaid to him this is my be-
loved son hear ye him t he list
ened strictly to the words of jesusjefto
christ and continued to do soBO until
he like the savior was put to death
though he was not crucicrucifiedflod because it
was not the custom of the day I1 may
say that it seemed strange to me at that
time why the prophet and his brother
hyrum were permitted to be taken out
of our midst but joseph smith by
commandment of god and by the
power and revelations of heaven was
ordained and laid the foundation of
this great dispensation andanaf falness of
times heele was brought into the world
and ordained to organize this church
of christ for the last time upon this
earth to prepare it for the coming of
the son of man after his death on


