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LETTER FROM REV A H HEWRYHENRY

the course that has been pursued
toyby rev A H henry pastor of thrustfirst methodist episcopal church thintwtills city since his advent in this com-
munity has been such as to entitle
him personally and his sentisentimentsmentoto respectful consideration he has
been an earnest worker in his pasto-
rate yet has been conservative broad-
minded and charitable in dealing
withanth issues and questions that are
peculiar to this state and has shown
a disposition to avoid doing injustice
to any class for these and other
reasons a letter from him dated
march 30 but which came to hand
this morning is cheerfully given space

permit me to offer a few comments
on your editorial of march con-
cerning dr elifes recent lecture at
rquincy ill several similar editorials
havingving appeared of late in your
reflecting upon the character of the
work being done by the christian
burchesaurches of this state it seems fitting
that some reply should be made

concerning your quotation of the
tatstement that polygamy is now being
praetpracticediced in all parts of the state I1
have little to say

it is a well known fact that
achsuch statements are freely made
bhy many people with what
ground of fact or evidence
toIs of course is best known to them-
selves it has however been admit-
ted by mormon speakers themselvesveo
that many who had taken to them-
selves plural wives before the mant-
zesaetofeto are still living with them and
supporting them you are certainly
mistaken in your supposition that state-
ments to this effect are made before
eastern audiences by those who would
not toebe perfectly willing to make them
behere as openly if circumstances de-
mandedVim

concerning the question of church
azad state to which reference is made

rithererirere are many who are not preach
aw or even members of christian
churches who are firmly persuaded
that church authority in political ma-
tton isin a deadly menace to free inst-
itutionstut ionstons this is true no matter what
church seeks to exercise that author-
ity mormonscormonsMormons if freed from the dic-
tation of the mormon church and per

to exercise their inalienable
as treefree men are certainly aba

goodfood citizens and have as much right
to compose a majority as any other

of tomsmom
methodists organized as methodists

and voting under instructions from
methodist church officials and in obed-
ience to methodist church policy would
notilot be tolerated anywhere in this jrere-
public no matter how strong numeri-
cally aheythey might be the world has
teamed too well the awful lesson
taught it during the middle ages to
overever again submit to the political rule
of a secularized church ambitious of
temporal power the church of

armed with the civil power tois
a monstrositystrosity and has in the past
proven itself capable of terrible acosta
cy and of the perpetration of enormous
crimes it is not strange that every
tendency in this direction is looked
upon with suspicion by thoughtfulthoughtfui
men

finally you question the ground
for supposing that utah presents a
field for missionary effort on the part
of the christian churches why let
me ask should utah not be considered

uchauth a field we have missionary
workersW 1 ors in eveevery state in the union
and in every country upon the globe
ZA there no drunkenness or immo-
rality or gambling or sabbath break-
ing or vice of any kind toin Tutah Isin
there iio infidelity or world
line or rejection of christ that thegl shouldshoula not be preached

there are those who are

I1 ignorant of or who ignore the prac-
tical teachingsteaching of christ there isia a
call for the messengermengerme of the cross
whether the people call thema elvea
methodists or mormonscormonsMormons presbyteriansrians
or catholics baptistsbaptiste or mohammed
darksdans congregationalists or HinHinddoosbos
if these conditions exist if there is
dearth of spiritual life and lack of
real moral purpose if there is sub-
stitutionution of church membership or the
performance of rites and ceremonies
for a spirit of vital piety if there is
worldliness and practical forgetfulness
of god there is certainly a field for
earnest christian missionary effort
the evangelical churches have come
to utah to stay their influence is
being felt more and more every day
they have come to antagonize nothing
except what Is false unchristianmisleading and evil and they desire
to present the truth of salvation fromsinassin as revealed in the gospel of christtorfor the individual acceptance of every
soul whom they can reachvery truly and sincerely yours

ALFRED H HENRY
29 F streetpastor first M E church

in the same spirit of earnest candorwith which rev mr henry has ap-
parentlypatentlyly endeavored to write thenews will offer some observationsupon matters he has touched it wasnot our intention to deal severely withdr iliff nor did we from our atstand-point

anddo so not half as severely as
he dealt before an eastern audiencewith the reli lousious society which it isthe duty of this paper to defend inregard to marital conditions in thisstate spoken of by him and by mrhenry the news has this to say

polygamy asan defined by statute is
the act of marrying a plural wife and
is a felony the manifesto abolishing
polygamy which was adopted by themormon church nearly eight yearsago was an assurance that no moresuch marriages should be contractedby members of that church itif Ddrriliff spoke as he was reported ikehe dde-clared that polygamy was being wide-ly practiced by the mormon people
which was equivalent to accusingthem of both perfidy and felony

now there has not occurred in utahwith the consent of the officers of themormon church since the adoption ofthe manifesto a single instance ofpolygamy and by a natural process
the institution1 of plural marriage in19
dying out mr henry might reply
that dr iliff and other persons fromutah who have gone east and talked
in a vein similar to that in which hespoke and whose utterances havebeen noticed by the news have in-tended to be understood as saying thatmen who married plural wives before
the adoption of the manifesto havecontinued recognition of them sincebetween such recognition and polyg-amy there is a vast difference at theworst the former Isin only a misde-meanori while the latter is a felony
and the language the persons referredto use deadescribes the greater offensethe effect of such talk in the eastas is here objected to is to greatlymisrepresent the mormon people andthe actual status in utahutah both inletter and spirit such statements are
untruthful and unjust and conse-
quently unworthy of a professing
Christ larttarP if persons who go away
from utah and talk about the mor
mons would tell the truth and makethe truth complete and separate itfrom everything that Is not of itselfthis paper would never criticize themunkindly

in regard to the question of church
and state of which mr henry speaks
the news can only refer to its own
utterances and those of the general
authorities of the mormon church re-
peated on many different occasions to

showhow that that church utterly diodi
claims all control of itsif membersmember in
political matters A mormon toIs as freefre
asan methodist to take such part in
politics join such party or vote such
ticket as he may see it the zeal with
which one mormon opposes another in
politics without either being called in
question by ecclesiastical authority
sufficiently proves the absolute free-
dom of both from church control

by far the most important portion of
mr henrys letter is that in which he
treats of utah as a missionary fieldsfield
and the news willingly concedes the
cogency of what he says upon thisthia
subject wherever there are those
who are ignorant of or who ignore

1

the practical teachings of Chchristirist there
is a call for the messenger of the

I1 cross is a grand sentiment to which
i too strong an endorsement cannot be
given by any believer in holy writ
and the intimation which mr henry
conveys in the closing sentences of
his letter that all denominations in
the state would do well to work to-
gether in the interests of true religion
meets the cordial approbation of the
news
mr henrys letter has been called

forth by comments made by this paper
on the utterances of persons who have
gone east from utah and have repre-
sented that crime immorality and
other conditions contrary to the teach-
ings of christianity were widely prev-
alent in this state and that the mor
mons were the transgressors shall
the mormonscormons remain silent while beb-

i ing thus traducedtraducertrad shall they make
no defense when thus assailed T
throughout this whole controversycontrovertcont
who toIs the aggressor if the contro-
versy is to cease how shall it be end-
ed when the attacks cease the strife
willwilI1 cease but not till then

suppose a prominent ecclesiastic of
colorado were to travel through the
country representing that in that state
a large majority of the people were
practicing and abetting crime sabsub-
vertingverti ng american institutions de-
stroyingying the freedom of electelectionslons etc
would not the denver papers expose
him would the press representing
that portion of the inhabitants of col-
orado who were being thus assailed
remain silent Is the utahn who goesgoe
abroad and represents his fellow citi-
zens as given to evil and criminal
practices a friend of his state or is he
its enemy who seeks to tear down its
reputation and injure its material in-
tereststerests 9 A final question would it
not bbe more truly christian moremom
consistent with peace and brother-
hood more advantageous to the finan-
cial and material interests of our
state and productive of more good in
every way for the people of utah
clergy and laity saint and sinner be-
liever and unbeliever mormon jew
and gentile for this commoniecomm alth to
settle its own problems within its own
borders than to have men of prom
ineice including ministers traveltravelingtw
and proclaiming throughout the un-
ton

un-
ion what a wicked place utah Isin

SUPREMACY bf CIVIC government

ladies and gentlemen I1 was in-
tensely gratified to learn only a few
days ago of your league I1 had no
idea that any such organization exist-
ed in a measure I1 reproached my
self for it seemed to me that I1 ought
to have known I1 ought in a sense tosto
hahaveve scented it I1 have earnestly
longed for such a society but like a
civic micmicawberawber I1 have simply waited
for something to turn up or Islatit
that your light has been under a bush
el I1 certainly have never seen a
nickerflicker of it until this evening I1 have
been in the work foror three year
chiefly as an observant student read
ing thinking and feeling that elvic


