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LETTER FROM REV 4. H. HENRY

The course that has been pursued
by Rev. A. H. Henry, pastor of the
First Methodist Episcopal church in
this city,since bis advent in this com-

munity, has been such as to entitle
him personally, and his sentiments,
ta respectful consideration, He has

been an earnest worker in his pastor- |

ate yet has been conservative, broad-
minded, and charitable In deallng
with issues and questions that are
peculiar to this State, and has shown
a disposition to avoid dolng injustice
to any clasa. For these and other
reasons a letter from him dated
March 30, but which came to hand
this morning. is cheerfully glven space.

“‘Permit me to offer a few comments
on your editorial of March 28th con-
cerning Dr. Iliff's recent lecture at
Quincy, Ill. Several similar editorials
having appeared of late in your pape:
reflecting upon the character of the
work being done by the Christian
churches of this state, it seems fitting
that some reply should be made,

*oncerning your quotation of the
statement that ‘polygamy is now being
practiced in all parts of the State,” I
have little to say.

It . 1z = well known fact
such statements are freely
by many peonle; with what
ground of fact or evidence
iz of course I8 best known to them-
selves. It has, however, been admit-
ted by Mormon speakers themselves
that many Who had taken to them-
aelves plural wives before the ‘Mani-
feato’ are still living with them, and
supporting them. You are certainly
mistaken In your supposition that state-
ments to this effect are made before
Eastern audlénces by those who would
not be perfectly willing to make them
here as openly if circumstancea de-
manded.

'Ooncerning the question of church

that
made

and state to whith reference is made—

There are many who are not ‘preach-
rs’ or even members of Christian
churches who are firmly persuaded
that church authority in political mat-
ters Igs a deadly menace to free insti-
tuttons. This is true no matter what
church seeks to exercise that authori-
ty. Mormons, if freed from the dic-
tation of the Mormon Church and per-
mitted to exercise their inalienable
right as free tmen, are certainly as
good cltizens and have as much right
to compoese & majority as any other
of mest

“*Methodists, organtzed as Methodlsts
gnd wvoting under instructions from.
Methodiat church officials and In gbedi-
enee to Methodist church polley,would
not be tolerated anywhere in this Re-
pubiie, no matter how gtrong numeri-
cally they might be. The world has
learned too well the awful lesson
taught it during the middle ages to
ever again submit to the political rule
of a mecularized church, ambitious of
temporal power, The Church of
Christ, armed with the civil power, Ip
a monstrosity and has. in the past,
proven itself ecapable of terrihle aposta-
c¥ and of the perpetration of enormous
cerimes. It is not strange that every
tendency In this direction is looked
upon with suspicion by thoughtful
men.

*Finally, you questlon the ground
for supposing that Utah presenta a
field for missionary effort on the part
of the Christian chuprches. Why, let
me ask, should Utah not be consaldered
geuch a fleld? We have missionary
workers In every state in the Unlon
and in every country upon the globe,
I=s there no drunkenness, or tmmor-
ality, or gambling, or Sabbath break-
ing, or vice of any kind In Utah? Is
there no practical infidelity or world-
liness or rejection of Christ, that the
Gospel should not be preached?
Wherever there are

. Whether

ignorant of, or who ignore, the prac-
tical teachings of Christ, there is a
call for the messenger of the Crosas,
the people call themselves
Methodists or Mormons, Preshyterians
or Catholics, Baptists or Mohamme-
dans, Congregationalists or Hindoos,
If these conditions exist, if there la
dearth of spiritual life, and lack of
real moral purpose, if there is sub-

stitution of church membership or the

performance of rites and ceremonles
for a spirit of vital piety, if there is
worldliness and practical forgetfulness
of God, there is certainly a field for

earnest Christian missionary effort.
The evangelical churches have come
to Utah to stay. Their influence 1is

being felt ‘more and more every day.
They have come to antagonize nothing
execept ' what i3 false, unchristian,
misleading and evil, and they desire
10 present the truth of salvation from
sineaz revealed in the Gospel of Christ
for the individual acceptance of every
aoul whom they can reach.

Very truly and sincerely yours,

ALFRED H. HENRY,
29 F Street.

Pastor First M. E. Church,

In the same spirlt of earnest candor
with which Rev. Mr. Henry has ap-
parently epdeavored to write, the
"News” will offer some observations
upon matters he has touched. It was
not our intentlon to deal severely with
Dr. 1liff, nor did we, from our stand-
point do s80: not half as severely as
he dealt, before an eastern audlence,
with the reltelous society which it Is
the duty of thls paper to defend, In
regard to marital conditions in this
State, spoken of by him and by Mr.
Henry, the ‘“News' has this to BAY:

Polygamy, as defined by statute, is
the act of marrying a plural wife, and
is a felony. The manlfesto abolishing
polygamy, which wae adopted by the
Mormon Churcb nearly eight vears
4go, Was an assurance that no more

‘such marriages showld be contracted

by members of that Church. If Dr.
INff spoke as he was reported, he de-
clared that polygamy was being wide-
1y practiced by the Mormon people,
which was equivalent to accusing
them of both perfidy and felony.

Now there has not occurred In Utah,
with the consent of the officers of the
Mormon Church, since the adoption of
the manifesto, a single Instance of
polygamy; and by a natural process
the inatitutlon of plural marriage is
dying out. Mr. Henry might reply
that Dr. Iliff, and other persons from
Utah whe have gone east and talked
In & vein similar te that in which he
spoke, and whose utterances have
been noticed by the “News,’* have in-
tended to be understood as saying that
men who married plural wives before
the adoption of the mauifesto have
continued recognition of them since.
Between such recognition angd polyg-
emy there is a:vast difference. At the
worst the former is only a misde-
meanor while the latter fs a felony;
and the language the persons referred
to use desgribes the greater offense.

The effect of such talk in the East
as i3 here objected to Is to greatly
migrepresent the Mormon people and
the actual status in Utah, Both in
letter and spirit such statements are
untruthful and unjust, and conse-
quently unworthy of a professing
Christiar® If persons who go away
fram Utah and talk about the Mor-
mens would tell the truth. and make
the truth complete, and separate it
from everything that is not of {Itamelf.
this paper would never criticlze them
unkindly.

In regard to the question of chureh
and state, of which Mr. Henry speaks,
the “News'™ can only refer ta its own
utterances, and thoee of the general
authorities of the Mormon Church, re-

those who are: peated on many different occaslons, to

"sbow "that that Church utterly dia-
claimse all control of its members in
political matters. A Mormon is as free
as a Methodlst to take such part in
politics, join such party, or vote such
ticket as he may see it. The zeal with
which one Mormon opposes another In
politics without either being called in
question by eccleslastical authority,
sufficiently proves the absolute free-
dom of both from Church controi.

By far the most important portion of
Mr. Henry’s letter is that in which he
treats of Utah as a missionary field,
and the "News” willingly concedes the
cogency of what he says upon this
subject. ‘“Wherever there are those
who are lgnorant of, or who ignore,
the practical teachtngs of Christ, there
is a ealli for the messenger of the

| Cross,” is a grand sentiment to which
too strong an endorzsement cannot be
given by any believer in Holy Writ,
and the tntlmation which Mr. Henry
conveys, in the closing sentences of
his letter, that all denominations in
the State would do well to work to-
gether in the interests Of true religion.
meets the cordlal approbation of the

"News,''

Mr. Henry’s letter has been called
forth by comments made by this paper

| on the utterances of persons who have

gone east from Utah and have repre-
sented that crime, lmmorality and
| other canditions contrary to the teach-
, ings of Christianity, were widely prev-
{alent in this State, and that the Mor-
{ mons were the transgressors. Shall,
the Mormons remain silent while be-
ing thus traduced? Shall they make
‘no defense when thus assailed?
Through¢ut this Wwhole contraoversy,
who is the aggressor? If the contro-
versy is to cease, how shall it be end-
ed? When the attacks cease the strife:
will cease, but not tiN then.

Suppose a prominent ecclesiastic of
Colorado were to travel through the
country representing that in that state
a large majority of the people were:
practicing and abetting crime, shb-
verting American Institutions, de-
stroylng the freedom of elections, ete.,
would not the Denver papers e¢xpose
him? Would the press representing
thaf portion of the inhabltants of Col-
orado who were bhelng thus assailed..
remalin gilent? Is the Utahn who goes
abroad and representa hls fellow citi-
zens as gitven to evil and eriminal
practices, a friend of his State, or is he
its enemy, who recks to tear down its
reputation and injure its material in-
terests? A final question: Would It
!not be more truly Christian: more
conmigtent with peace and brother-
hood; more advantageous to the finan-
clal and material Interests of our
Atate, and productive of more good In
every way for the people of Utah,
1 clergy and laity, saint and sinner, be-
ltever and unbeliever, Mormon, Jew
and Gentlle, for this commonwealth to
pettle it own problems within its own
borders, than to have men of prom-
inénce, Including ministers, traveling
and proclaiming throughout the Un-
lon, what a wicked place Utah 1a?

SUPREMACY OF CIVIC GOVERNMENT

l Ladjes and Qentlemen—I was In--
| tensely gratified to learn only a few
days ago of your league. I had no

jden that any such organization exist-
ed In a measure I reproached my-.
self, for It seemed to me that I ought
to have known; I ought in a sense to.
have scented it. I have earnestly
longed for such a soclety: but Uke 2
civiec Micawber I have simply walted
for something to turm up, Or is it
that your light has been under a bush-.
el? 1 certainly have neéver seen A
flicker of it until this evening. I have
been In the work for three years—
chiefly aB an observant student—read-.
Ing, thinking =and feeling. that civic,




