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A CHRISTMAS QGREETING.

A Merry Ohristmas, shildren ali,

Rich rnd poor, large and amall,

To north to south, to east,to west,

fo every land where Christ 1s guest,
AMerty, Merry Ohristmas !

Now may we love our noighbors more,
And may we give from out oar store,
That o!l may have n happy heart,
aArnd take a gladsomo, Joyous part

In our Merry, Mexrry @hristmast

For whou dear Ohristmas Eve Jdraws nigh.
Re il the time whet you nng 1
shall put away all wroeg and sin,
And btd the holy Obrist Child in
To biess our Merry Ohrlstmnag!
— Youth’s Companion,

=

FALSE CHRISTS.

We take the following summary

of religlous eceptions whiech have
ocenrred during the past three years
from the columns of the New York
Sun, These delusions have led away
not only the unlearned and simple
but many educated and experienced
men and women. ‘They should
stand as warnings to the world:

“The Indlan is not nlone in his
expectation of ap early appearance
of » new messiah, as pumerous in-
stances are on record where, within
thu lnst two or three years, the more
alvilized and better-educated white
tnen and black men of Amerlica bhave
professed {o have recelved revela-
tong, aud in some casea tc be the
Christ Himself.

“It was only in the summer of
1888 that one Patiersonof Tennessee
went around preaching that a won-
derful thing was to happen; and
when he thought the times were
ripe he declared that the second ad-
vent of Christ had come in the per-
sonof A. J, Brown, who had servedl
a8 Patterson’s assistant. These two
fanatics secured a large followlng ne
they went forth preaehing their
new doctrine, promising to forgive
sins and heal all diseagses, It was
finally announced that Brown must
go up into the mountainsg and fast
for forty days and nights in order
that he might be fittingly pre-
pared for the mission intrusted to
bls hands. He suddenly dis.
nﬁ)peared, and nothing was seen of
him for many days. When the
prescribed perlod had passed, on »
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Sabbath morniog in  Jupe, his

followers weant out toward the hills
{and suddenly he appeared before
them clothed in white, with his

bands uplifted. A great shoul went

up and the people rushed toward

bim, falling upon their knees and

kissing his feet. Many who were

1l declared themselves healed by

bistouch. BSo great was the fapati-
cizm of thess people that one girl
|declared she was ready to dle to

rove her faith, and the non-
] llevers around the town of 8cudy,

where these things happened, be.
came so fearful that human iife
| woulll be sacrificed that they sent
i for the Bheriff, at Chattancoga, and
It reqyuired all his power to compel
Patterson and Brown to leave the
neighborbood, that quiet might be
restored.

A year Inter, in 1889, occurred
that remarkable serles of i’mpoait.lons
upon the gredulity of the colores
prople, where one man after an-
other proclaimed lLimself as the
Christ, promised milracles, drew
crowds of excited men and women
from their labors apd created con-
sternation in those portions of the
Mouth where their performances
were carried on. Io one case a
man nearly white, who gave his
| uame as Bell, went among the ne-
groes who lived nlong the Savannah
river and proclaimed himself as the
returned Chbrist, erying out that
those who hoped to be saved must
give up everything and follow bim.
Hundreds believed him, left the
cotton flelds, the sawmiils, and the
turpentine stills, and followed Bell,
obeying his lightest word and ready
to fall down nt his feet in worship.
S0 great was the disturbance that
the autborities were led to
atrest Bell, and when he was taken
his followers would have torn his
leres and rescued him
He told

captors to
had he given the word.

an angel would «come to him and
break his prison doors by night, and
that he couid not lie harmed., As
bhe had some money in his posses-
| Blon he was not Lield for vagranay,
and although thought not to be in
his right mind was soon discharged
from custody. He then continued
bis preaching, followed by even
greater crowds -than before; an-
nounced that the world would come
[to an eud on Aug. 16; that sll white

them to be patient, deelarlng that |
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men would then tuvrn bluck and all
black men white, and that he could
supply all who wished to ascemd
onlthe laat day with wings at 5 a
pair. !

“When Bell was fioally sent to
his proper place—an lnsane asylum
—Edward James, a colored justice
of the peace in the same neighbor-
hood, announced bimself as the
Messlah and proceeded to put for-
ward claims as  extravagant =e
those of Rell. He ropeated
the declaration of Rell that the
end of the world was coming Aug.
16, preached that momey was no
longer of any use in the world, and
prevented the employers of fahor in
that section from obtainiug needed
hefP. James was finally arrested
and sent o tl;e State insnne asylum
at Milledgeville. Yet another negro
appeared in Clierckee county wath
the snme pretensions; another fn
Camden, and a woman in Bruns-
wick attempted the performunce of
miracles. In each of these cazes
the excitement was short-lived, but
fapatical ignorance was provided in
sufticient portions Lo make trouble
while it lasted.

“A yvery marked example of im-
position upon the one side and
blind credulity upon the other, the
hasis being a elalm of the visible
Christhood 1n the flesh, is furnishel
ia the career of George J. Hehwein-
furth at Rockford, Il1l, Iu the casen
above cited the olaimants were oh-
seure and igoorant men, while
the dupes were of the lowest
among the freedmen, who were
gulded only by their emolions
sod had no help from culiure
and education either In themselves
or in the community around them,
Vastiy different was the Rockford
delusion, springing up in the mott
inteliigent section of the West, at
the behest of the wife of a Congrega-
tional minister, who preache.d that
in her own person were the attrl-
butes of the risen Y,ord. It is some
sixteen yenrs since Mrs. Dora Beek-
man advanced this claim, and her
followers were at first few in num-
ber, but they were strong in faith,
and they located their church at
Bryan, mear Rockford, and went
zealously to work. Mr, Beekman,
not belleving In the now doctrine,
was torn by cooflictipg doetrigs
until he found relief in Insanity an:d
an asylum,



