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God hears and answers prayer, th know how it was ' before they SALT LAKE THEATRE.zt - rr--- r I tirJ I t I

there keen reformers? YesJ good
men, men who served God to the
best or their ability.. Wjclifle, Luth-
er, Calvin, Wesley sml many others
ar Jte in their generatkms.and strovePRESIDENT GEO! Q. CANNON,

the cthtr cases he waited, and In
the good tlmo of the Lord,' lie sent
His Apostles, the three leading
Apostlea, Pelari Jsmcs and John,
the First Presidency of the Church
lit the days of Jesus after His, death;
He sent those who held the key",
lie commanded them from 'heaven
to go and administer unto those two
men, 'to , - Jay handa i upon
them. And when they wereordain-- d

Apostle, they proceeded 'then to
lay hands upon - themfelve,
the one ordained the other, having
received authority from. God to do
this. In virtue of thLs Apostleship
they proceeded to " organize the
church under the command of God.

I And witness,') iny brethren and
sUters, the marvelous results which
have followed the restoration of this
angelic and divine' power; witness
the marvelous results wherever this
gospel has gone. It has gone forth
accompanied ' by the convincing
power of God. The humble of the
earth have been , baptized and they
have received a testimony from God
U at their sins have been forgiven.
jSVhat wonderful power this HI the
t ower to remit sins by the adminis-
tration of sn holy and divine ordi-
nance. Yet this has been the case,
jliumble men have: been chosen and
ordained of God, and have gone forth
carrying this power with them.
They have taken those who believed
into the waters of baptism, Immtrs-ie- d

them, and God has witnessed un
to those souls that, their sins have
heeii remitted. A wonderful power!
And then they have laid their hands
upon them and the Holy Ghost has
descended as in ancient days,and the
gifts, blessings and graces of the
gospel have accompanied the ad-
ministration of that holy ordinance,
and the hearts of the people have
been bound together. Oh, how won-
derful it is when we look at iti men
und women of every nation, kind-
red, tongue and people to be bound
together as the heart of one man,
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oe&ra the sound of she gospel as
preached by the Elders of this
Churclt, , They know very well that
Bowhera within the range of their
acquaintance t was there,,. a man
taiong all the churches who declar-i- i

that be had authority; from God
tj administer the ordinances of life
and salvation by direct revelation
from Him. ..The most of you know
that., the common, expression was
that the canon of scripture was full;
that there were no more miracles;
that angels , would come no more to
the earth; that God would no more
bestow the old blessings that were
enjoyed In ancient days,ahd that He
Would no more .speak unto , men..
This was the teaching, and every
one was v led to expect that , all
things would continue as they were,
and when ' men , and women were
dissatisfied' about . this, and they
Went to their ministers and asked
them about It, they Invariably re-
plied that the blessings jer taming lo
the days of Jesus and His Apostlesnot for this generation. I wasKete child when my parents Joined
the . Church, but I learned to read
Very early. Among the first ques
Ions I remember asking my father

was in relation to the Apostles aud
to the gifts.' I asked him If there
were no Apostlus. now. He told
me there were not. I asked him if
there Were no men who performedthe works that they did. He told
me that there were' none, and I
have time and time again gone to,
bed and cried because I could not
live in. the days of Appostles, be
cause I could not see Jesus and
know the things which He taught
and, "which his Apostles taught.
This was my experience . in , mychildhood.' I yearned with ; all my
foul to live" in a day when; these
th intra were torsi ble. when God
would speak from the heavens, when
uoa wouia Desrow His power upon
men, and; when those .who were
faithful coukl receive the. gifts and
blessings of the gospel as they did
in ancient days, ' and I repined in
my heart because I did not have the
privilege of living In a day like that.
And as I have said, ' though but a
child when the gospel' came to my
father's house, I rejoiced in it, and I
have rejoiced in it from that day to
the present. : ,s

Qod has restored the old Gospel.
God has rebuilt the old Church.
God has restored the old authority,and with the gospel have come the
old gifts and manifestations of the
spirit, and with the Church, and
with the authority and with the
gospel and witn the gifts have come
the ok! persecution, the old hatred,the old animosity, the same deter-
mination to destroy the work of God
that has always' been manifested
when it had an existence upon. I he
earth. And how inconsistent it
would ' be to entertain any other
views concerning the gospel than
that which we do. - How Inconsist-
ent it would bo to believe that the
inhabitants of the earth would be
entirely cut off from any; further
revelation from God. But, says one

uij. m wuitk i. mild when thev ob
ject to these things how is it that
we nave uved for so many generaHons without this knowledge?Thereis a reason for this. God does not
deprive the earth, nor the inhabit-
ants of the earth of His knowledgewithout caue. When the. prophets
disappeared from Israel before the
coming of the Savior there were
reasons fori their disappearance.When there was witchcraft, as we
are told, in the days of Saul, and
there was a time of famine in the
land for the word of God, there
were reasons for this. When com-
munication ceased between heaven
and earth in those and subsequent
days, there were good reasons whythat should be so. , Communication
never ceased when the people were
faithful. When they honored God,
when they kept the commandments
of God, when they listened to the
voice and admonitions of His pro-- ;

phets, communication never ccaoed
under these circumstances.. But
when the people turned unto Idols,
when ' they followed Baal, when
they hardened their hearts against
God, when they persecuted and
slew His Prophets, then, in His
anger He withdrew from them, His
face was hidden, . His voice was no
longer heard, there were no longer
visions, there were no longer . pro-
phecies in the land an unbroken
stillness reigned ' between the hea-
vens and the earth until the people
again repented, sometimes under
the inspiration ofa Prophet, some-
times undo some good king raised
up and turning to the Lord. Then
again Prophets appeared,predlctions
were heard, the voice of revelation,
or in other word, the voice of God
through his ' Servants Was heard In
the landtAnd so ifwas after the days
of the Savior,? When He was killed
His Apostles still lived, and they
proclaimed the . ; truth, . abd they
would have continued to do so, to
have perpetuated the' line xf the
Apostles, to have ordained Apostles
aiter'Apostles; for, as Paul has said,
Uod has pi ced- first- - in the Church,
Apostle, The Church of Christ is
net perfect without Apostles,' Apos
tles were as necessary as Teachers;
they were as necessary as Evangel
ists; they were as necessary as .ras-
ters. But the'wlcked would not al
low Apostles to live, 4 for; Apostleswere men -- who had ' revelation,1
Apostles were inspired Of uod; they
becaoM,VM it were, the! cycles of
jeaovau to met innaw cams pt the
earth." But thev' were slain. 'one
after another. The Church was per-secuted'-

men of God Were de--j

treyed.--ant- i. of - course: when -- this
came to imss, darkness wevailed
There were ho means' of receiving
revelation. ; How could God . tend
meiv --unto - people who would . kill
tbem?' lie destroyed the: Jewish;
nation for kiUlng His oh, and
oroke- - in pieces otner , nauoncr rot
killing His Apostle. And c thus
there arose a system having th
form of godlmess,", but 'denying the
oowet thereof: a eystem that was
I opular, a system: or reitgion that
monarchs ''caused to be taught in
lheir dominions' and to their euti- -

ettHeets. and a great --change oocur--
red throughout what is called (jnria- -
tendom. The followers of this reli-
gion, instead of i being persecuted
and hunted, instead of having to
hide in caves and dens toscap the
wrath -- er 'the"",' tote!rniina::! powers.
thcte that' were left of thememergea
from their .hiding places: and 'wer
elsvated to"' blacos - of ' roWer.iani

. . ... ..1 ?. : f ...-.- Luonor,ana ine xouowers qi xiuu wnu
was called the meek and ' lowly
Jeeas became: In . some Instances,
the rulers or the Und. ' Thus perse
cution ceased, and with the stoppage
of persecution there was also a ces
sation of revelation. There was no
voice from heaven, - no angels de-
scended, no men had visions that
hi 1 tan rp&'fccrWj Ja general
terns.. The CLurch-w- o not org$- -
nized upon Jta original plan; it de-psrt- sd

f7- - lt;'anJ from that tirrie
ur'l a over half a century r -- o,
this csntlssd to be thecrj:a.i Have

woman wno knows this occupies a
very superior position and has greatcause for thanksgiving .and praise

bucu anowieuge nas oeen ptaceain his or her possession.. :Now Paul,
who wrote this eniaUe ftrom' which
I have read, understood', this" per-
fectly. His life, in many respects,resemble the lives of those who pre-ceded him In the same career. . In
many of its features it resembles the
lives of the prophets who lived be'
fore the days of the Savior; and the
lives of the servants of Uod In this
day in which we live have a strong
resemblance to that of -- Paul's or to
his ft low-- A post tea. Brother Wood,
ruff has publMied a little work
called ".Leaves from my Journal,"and in reading that book I have
been ver forcibly reminded of the
lives of the ancient 'Apostles, It re-
sembles them so mch. You have
doubtless thought, all of you, about
the character of the men whom Je-
sus chose to be His? Apostles, They
'ere men who were stumLnhg-block- s

to their generation, for theydid not belong to the popular classes.
They were not lean ed men, theywere not rich men that is In the
worldly sense of the word theyere not dignified men; and Jesus
Himself, theJLord of life and of glory,was a constant stumblingbiock to
His generation. v 1 Is origin was
humble although he came of a
kingly line; His surroundings were
mean aud low; His reputed father a
Carpenter, and doubtless He Him-
self worked at the business,-an- d themen whom 'He chose were fisher-
men, men of low degree, men
ef lowly ; origin; not scholars,
pot-- . mwj vr ,of i9r fine presence
po far as worldly advantages were
concerned. But He filled them with
the power of God; He gave them the
revelatJons f heaven; He taughtthem thNr51n of ttvldion: "He, sent
them forth endowed with power
from on high: and they effected a
great revolution In the earth. Theylaid tie foun.JatUn ofa JBjstnTthat"hue aocosnpiishBd tmarvelloasL re
suits, and through their work the
name of Christ has been spread
tbrcugaoutaJi the earth.

HawespunotflAjltC freu'eitjly
struck, my brethren and sisters,
with itbe penullar jnanner-j- n whieh
God calW.lils jteople; ndU U ..ser-
vants. It la not many wise, it is not
many learned, it is not many noble
who have been called as His ser-
vants. He .called His prophets
wherever $eoouki fUndftiem and
they were1 suited trHls purpose. He
called His Apostles and His dis-
ciples in, the. uma manner. It seenv
ed t&beaUeeBs&ity that trie faith, of
the generations trf men Should be
tried, that their confidence In God
should be tested, to see whether
they .would she wUllOgntovrecelveHis truthfrom any source however
humble. It7 Would not be any trial
ofa; mu'H faith if j8ome man s ttos-Beeel- ng

supreme power, who wieldtd
wondeKful influence, were to declare
that what Ha said, was; the word . of
God unto the people- - a. man of

ular honorf,' STftan ' wha " could
iivt hii uie peopMi,' w uo uuuki

make the system which he advocat
ed popular and desirable among
mankind, what --trial would there be
of a people's faith to embrace truth
under such circumstances? But
that has not been the course which
God has taken with His peopl. He
coukl'-have- l feent Ilia Bon :Jesus
Christ among men at a time and
under circumstances that would
have made His influence irresistible
on the earth and among the people.
He eooKf nave , given i Him. such
power Hhat --; men- -' 1 Would ' have
been compelled to have received
Him, but that was not the way in
Wiiich the Lord did His work. He
never did it m that manner, lie
never consulted men's 'views and
their : ideas respecting ; His work.
He chose His instruments and He
sent them as He desired under the
circumstances which. He deemed
best adapted to accomplish His pur-
poses. Therefore His don Jesus was
born though as I have said deriv-
ing His descent from the kingly
house of David under circumstan
ces that did not carry with them
great influence. There was nothing
about His birth or His surroundings
to convince the inhabitants of the
earth that He was the Son of God.
They were left entirely to know
this by the Spirit of God; they were
lelt to derive this Knowledge or
eekinsr for it unto Him who could

Dew tow it uiou them, and were not
to be actuated by that which is call
ed, the popular voice; and .In. this
Way man's agency la- - tee leu to ine
very utmost. . To illustrate the idea
that I have on my mind, suppose
that Jesus had. beerf born unuer cir
cumstances '. that mankind Would
have had to accept Hints ie non

been under eucli circumstances and
surrounded by such Influences that
mankind would have naturally fol-
lowed them aud accepted their doc-
trines without hesitation because it
would have been to their worldly
n tercet to do so, would man's

agency have been tested as it was
in the days of 4he ttavka? No, his
agency would not nave been tested.
He had presented Dei ore mm trutn
and error. Truth was not popular.

f truth, was not of
worldly advantage ie rxHki at 'that
tjtpe. ; If It therefore) espoused It, it
vtoiild eei bcaase Of 'his love4 for
it and for the blessing which would
flow from it, and not
because thenflZWoId be any:
profit of a worldly character attend-- t
lug its espoual. There is a reason
therefore foi Uodl ti4& many of
His messejigtirilf DM done, it
was randjr M1 Vkkf& meu whd
by their position could control th.
eoDleand cause them to follow

them t ; j3aturally aaklt from V thi
truth. We know how ll was witn
many of thb jpTophtstMThey .Were
unpopular, ine iruins uiaw toej
deutated xUl not add to their popu-larity- ,

and it was a lest of men and
women'd Jove.uor.'xasv'.truin wnen
thete men came among them, for
when tAeyiCStodi-eVrrL- e truth they
did it because of the love of the
truth. Uod has evidently deter
mined that when men and women
embrace the truth, they shall em
brace it for the love of it; that they
fhall not be converted .by
mama i fiacoence; jiBat uiey
a linct fola!Wl lil the t-- :a of Caen

I befafesaof rrjfie aiivant 7 thatwiil
het&UiieaW --Kvldeii tiy, then; U
Ii, nrill eT fl ( onPAmtnir nn.llialvs " ry m -

if we embrace the truth we mu
.mhMoa lAiArniBn Rn --tnvw ihmdt

brines it to us. We must be willing
to receive it through whatever chan-
nel He may choose. If it be
Johnthe Baptist, if it be aEy of the
disci J9 of the Savior,! It ra Joseph
Smiti, ls.ll le xsrignaGi tung, i
itbei nlTylor,orcr Lermaa,
no r - t no the I: say be.
God rl. s ills owri l rdments,
and 'ill, -- da His t. a to the
earths ay that J r. fit. i
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to the best of their abihty to turn
the tide and to have men seek after
Qod. But they had not the author-
ity of the Holy Priesthood, they had
not the authority to rebuild ' the
Church according to - the original
pattern, and ' though they were
eiessed or Uod, though they enjoyed
His; favor, though His spirit was
with them to a very great extent,
they did not have the authority to
initiate men : and women Into th.
Church, and through' their admin-
istration to bestow - upon them the
gifts that were enjoyed in ancient
djs. This was the cause of such a
Jong period of darkness, of gloom and

;norance mat prevailed concerningod. ,
--;;? " ' - -

Now. If a man had gone with this
Bible lu his hands throughout Chris-
tendom at the time the Church of
esus Christ of Latter-da- y Saints

Was organized and Inquired , of the
various churches respecting their

and the gifts and ' blea-ing- s

that Paul has described In the
hapter I have read as necessary to

the Uhurcn or Christ j t he would
naveiound no church correspond
ne to his descrlDtlon. He cdmoares

it to a man's body. - He Impressed
Upon those to-who- this epistle. was
addressed, the necessity of - being a
member of the body; that the head
could not say to the feet, "I have no
need of thee;" that, an Apostlscouldnot say. to the humblest member of
the Church that there was no need
of that member or that oQJcer. Nei
ther, on the other hand, could that,
f fflcer say, because he was the feet,
hat there was no need of the head.

All the officers, all the gifts, all the
blessings that were enjoyed in and
ent days are as necessary to the
perfection' of the body of Christ Cow
as they ever were. .The Saints were
all partakers of the same spirit, and
when men had that spirit, as Paul
had it In his day, they had. these
gifts. . Not every man the same gift,
by any means; but God gave His
gifts through His spirit according to
the wants or the people, according to
the nece sities of the .Church, and
thus they were jn every respect a
perfect You take out Apostles
and you leave the body

'
imperfect.

and you takeout Prophets and the
body is no longer perfect. Vou take
out miracles, and helps, prophecits,
tongues, interpretation or tongues,
aud all these gifts, or any of them,
and you leave tho body of Chrlet, r
the Church of Chrs , imperfect.
Are all Apostles? o. Are all
Droohete? ' No; but every one
ouht4ohave the spirit --of
propliecy . . There Is necessity fjrAcostles.' Prorthets. Teachers, and
all the gifts in the Church, and
whenever the Church of Christ Is
organized on the earth it possesses
those blessings. .t'Now,- referring to
this chapter which I have read, if a
man .iiadj gone , out. sixty years
ago among the Christian sects and
denominations . in search of the
Church of Christ according'to the
ancient pattern, would he have
found It? Was there such a church
on tho earth? No; there was not.
The Lord sent his angels to JosephSmith and ordained him to the old
authority, for as there was no man
remaining ou the earth then that
had that authority it was necessary
that they should come, otherwise
the authority could not have len
bestowed. It had gone back to hea
ven. therefore the heavens had to be
opened, angels had to descend, even
tuasame men . that, held it when
they were in the flesh on the earth.
They, had to lay their hands upon a
man and ordain him as they would
nave aono in the flesh, as they did
in fact While in theflesh upon him
who took the place of Judas lscariot
when ho betrayed the Lord and
lost his apostleship. They laid their
their, hands upon Matthias, and he
became an Apostle. The council
would not have been complete with
out this. Math las occupied that
place by ordination under the hands
of his brethren the Apostles, and in
uae manner wnen joar Hmiih
and Oliver Cowdery wero ordained
Apostles they received the Apostle
ship by the laying on of the hands
of the men who had hold, that au
thority In the flesh, and hence you
can see the propriety of angels com
ing.Now it Is a remarkable fact that
Joseph Hm'th .had gifts before he
was ordained. He was a Beer, lor
ho translated before he was ordained;b. was a Prophet, for he predicted
a great many things before he vu
ordained and before the Church was
organized; he was a revelator, for
God gave unto him revelations be--,
fore tho Church was organized. . He
therefore, was a Prophet, Betr and.
Itevelator before he was ordained in
the flesh. Did you ever think of It?,
Brother Joseph 8m 1th was a Pro-- ,
phet, Beer and lievelator before.
he ever, received any Priesthood
in the flesh. But did he on that ac
count presume to ad minis' er the' or-- t

dmances or me and salvation? Did. . . . A . Ine presume to jeaa men into toe
waters or baptism and baptize them?

had not received that authority. Ha
he could possess those other gifts.
they were born with him. He was
ordained a Prophet, , doubtless, be
fore he came here; but, that ordina-- j

Hon did not give him the right tq
immerse men and' women in the
waters of baptism, neither did it
give him the power to lay on handa
for the reception of the Holy Ghost
He had to await the authority iron!
on high. And who came? , fhe
man that held the authority in an
dent days, tho man . who baptized
the Son of God John the Baptist!
who was beheaded by, the order of
Herod. It was necessary that some
one holding 'that authority ; should
come from heaven, there being, n
ana on the earth, ana "an tn
church oa then' In existence denied
such authority; to a very: great: ex
tent, at least. At anv rate, wneuier
they denied it ox not, they did coi rotr
seas it. 3;And when he came, he laid
hla hands; npan; Joseph Smith and
his companion, Oliver Cowdery, anp
gave then the authority, and therA,
having received the authority, they
were .baptized lor a remission of
their sins.! But there still remained
another' authority which t they d
not have. Joseph was not a pr
suroptous man. .Why,' there, ar
thousands of men in this generation
who would say t'lf I am a prophet
seer and revelator. I have authority
to do everything else.Bu t he Old not
do that, he did not Use that view
be Waited, as I have taid. until tle
due time of the. Lord, and when thjo
Jjoro, : sen s xxva mo3Sen

.
ger. to cruaipa a. a a r It iinim, tqen ne aciea. JiUt ne uia no

thiak, after havin seeri ari angej
after having teen, ordained ,by an
anjrel to tho Aaron ic Itlestoood
after having received authority, o

he did not presume to txy
on bands upon any one for tho rt -

,'ceptlca of the Holy Cheat. as tsx

A tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
( Sunday Afternoon, May 6th,

1881. '

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE,

President Cannon having read the
whole of the 12th Chapter of the
lipistle of I'aul to the Corinthians
eakl: It is a blessed thins for uh who
Jive in this day and ago to have
records m our midst which havecome - down from - olden time,and which are recognized, at least
by Christendom, aa th Wnrri nt
Clod, and . aa containing principles of
iuo auu 01 naivatiou. A people whoare destitute of such records are in
man; res pec a to be piUed, for theyhare not the beneQt of the experi-ence and teachings of those who
hays preceded them and are denHv.
ed of that knowledge concerning the
uumgsoi i ou, wuicn is a great stayUHtO those who Doesees it. It la a
great comfort to a per&on in the
midst of trials and of afflictions.who
has a desire to look unto Ood or
some being who is superior to us, to
read the life and the experience of
others who may have been similarlyeuuaieu m oujer agea, ana to know
from the record that has come down
how they felt aod acted, and the
deliverances they received throughine power or Uod. In like manner
it is a great blessing and a comfortto those who are struecllnc
in the mld9t of the darkness, error,and confusion which prevail uponthe earth, whose souls go out after
Uod, who desire to know concerning
Him, to comprehend the nian
of salvation, to have some un-
derstanding concerning the ob
ject or their creation; and while
in this life to have the experience of
others who have preceded them,and
also to read that which they knew
concerning Ood. . . .

lathis respect the chapter which
I have read from this book -- to of
priceless worth; its value cannot be
estimated by anything that is known
among men ujwn which value is
fixed. If we did not have this book,
and it could be given to us with the
testimony that we now have as to
its authenticity and its divine ori-
gin, I suppose there are hundreds
to-d-ay in this Tabernacle, who, if
they could not get It in any other
way.would be willing to give ail that
they have in the world to possess a
copy of It. - The fact that we have
it, the fact that we have always had
it, the fact that our forefathers al-

ways had It, at least so far as we
know, has made us to a certain ex-
tent careless about it. We do not
value it as we might do if our atten-
tion had ben newly awakened to its
existence. But to the Ijatter-da-y

rt tints it should always be a precious
treasure. Beyond any people now
upon the face of the earth,
thev shouW vln . for thereason that from its pages, from
the doctrines -- set forth by Its
writers, the enltome of the olar of
salvation which is there given unto
us, we derive the highest consola-- t
ion,we obtain the greatest strength.It is, as it were, a constant fonntain

sending forth streams of living life
to satisfy the souls or all who peruse
its pages. Our condition is bad
enough, It may be said, In fcome re-

spects with this in our possession
and having this to refer to; , but we
can imagine that it would be much
worse . if we did not , have
it, if we could not appeal to our fel-
low creatures who believe in God,
who believe in Jesus Christ, who
believe in the Old aud Ne wTes ta
rnen ta if we did not have this to
appeal to, to prove that whatever
our peculiarities may be, however;
different our views from . the views
of many who profess Christianity,
we at least feharo in those views;
with others who were called the
people of Uod, the disciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ in days that are
past, and who among alt people:
throughout Christendom are recog
nized as the true exponents of the
word of Ood and the plan of salva
tion which lie revealed. ,

There was a day , in . our history
when it was considered a crime for
us to believe in revelation from God.!

dr not know that that day is en-- ;
tirely pat. There waa a day in our
history when it m as considered veryi
improper for us to believe in pro
phets or ajostits that ih, to relieve
that they ought to be in tlie Church,
1 here was a time when wo were
di ted by a mob in its written pro- -

clamation for believing In miracles
It was considered : sullick'Ut cause
and Justification to expel . us from;
our homes tecause we believed
Uod, tiirougn 11 w power, could heal
the bIck anil perrorm miracies Jiae
unto those that wero performed in
ancient days by His servants. How
do you think it would have len,'
mv brethren ana sisters, ii we nau
not had the Bible to refer to? Howi
would it have :ieen : wilh many o

those . who , paaspd through those,
Mcenem' if they had notMiad the
teachings of tho AcoaLna rand
the worda of the isavior written

a i i it T:l.:-- ias we nave- - mem iu - mo jjiu o
to comfort them, to cheer them, ana
to show them that ft was not a new
departure ;or men to leave those.
ideas nnu beneia; vvuu -- tue tuoi
in our hahda we could test all men
who profof sed to be follower? ;ou eaui
Christ: for Uod has plainly eaid
that lie is the same yesterday, Ui
day and forever that lie does no
change; that' He isva Jne.r unti
His neopio injiuese aays as txv ver
waf; mat ue is wiiug tw uuimi
cries, to answer tneir-iieuuo- iio, v

grant unto them tnejJesires oi tuei
hearts, in ur age as He ever was I

any preceding age. jmowuhs w
dnotrine Mplain Iv taueht.

in the Bibl. . T

and it has been the cause oi im
inon satisfaction to inose wne
have espou&ed its doctrine. It would
have been a very-tryin- g thing fof
unin the days of Rloom uirougo
which re have pasw .had wejiot
K.in kannrMl ni VfV I HliabUVy
that tin! would heax fciidi 6feT
our "prayer?, for there have bee
many time when if It had not bee
r-- ituur&nCfi and "this know
lixf ra the T.itier-la-v SainU woul
i.avn unhtc beneath the weight cjf
thaii afH itions. It is doubtful if th aa

I1.1 have endured them: but b
havinthl4 knowledire." by having
received a testimony concerting the
wUJiDKoctV of SOfFateef in ieaviph
in .nawer " urater axTd' to tleai wnp
us fHe A.iltwIti"HU JUicierit
children, we have been comforteJ,
w have been "sustained, we hvje
been filled witn hope and have, been
cheered Ju our onward progress, arid

tyM moethia -- knowledge
Tjrecioua uiauaity.k.r la unnn'lha face Of the
. t h;for in the --darkness, in the

he denial b
tu-hlutJi- y. so ' 'Mmaaatk,j at

wZ? rmtrnt .ctime.-'rth- e. man." : vnw. that. God lire, that

.under the influence of the power of

.Uod, through ' this humble agency.
Such men start out feeling their de
pendence .on God. J They have no
learning' to boast of; they have no
advantages to any great extent, yet
they have not the disadvantages
that some people have I o contend
with. I think it Is a positive dis
advantage to be as many ministers
are. A man is terribly incumbered
who Kom through the mill to be pre
pared to .teach the gospel. But
when a man goes form putting nis
trust in God he feels that In and of
himself he is nothing; that if he
brings a soul to the knowledge of
the truth, ho knows that it must
be by ' the power of God. - He
goes forth trembling and weep- -
,ng yet be hears precious . seed.
He knows be has the message of
ife and salvation, that God has

chosen him to deliver that message,
and he goes among the, people, leav-
ing his testimony , n humility, call-
ing upon God to bear witness of the
truth or what he has said, calling
upon the people

' to repent and to
forsaKe their sins and turn to uoa.
It Is not his eloquence, it la not his
popularity, it Is not hla wealth, it is
nothing of this kind that convinces
the people, but it Is the Spirit of
Uod which rests upon them. They
are filled with Joy and peace. They
read the sible as they never read It
before. Tiie scales drop from their
eyes. They see the beauties of the
gospel, and they wonder how It was
they did not ste them before. And
all this through the restoration of
the Holy Priesthood. The Prophet
J osepn smith, inspired or uod, Jala
the foundation of a Church that has
not the like of it on the earth. Men
wonaer at iu iney say, wnat an
organization you have; how wonder--
iui it is." it is wonderful because
t is Divine, it came from God.

Man's wisdom ; did not . devise It,
man's wisdom has not maintained
it. Whatever there Is about It God
must have the glory i; :..;.t

in conclusion, my brethren and
iters, I say to. .you, cleave to the

truth, revere this book (the Bible)
and the other books that we have
received. These precious records
contain the word of God. . We can
took hack to olden times and see
how our brethren and sisters d Id Jtnd
what God did for them, and how
similarly he is blessing us now.
These records are a source of comfort
in the midst of affliction and trial;
they are a source of blessing and Joy
to every soul who will peruse them
and treasure up the truths therein
eontajned. ,t

May the Lord helD un us to be
true to that which He has com
mitted to us, that after- - we have
fought the good fight, after we have
finished our, course, after we have
dune all,we can do for the salvation
of our fellow creatures and the
spread of truth, we may be received
into the mansions of the blessed,
there to dwell eternally with our
God and with those who have gone
before, Is my prayer, in the name of
Jesus, Amen.-- - - 2.
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