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THE berkshireberkshiresON THE
HUDSON RIVER FEARFUL LOSS OF
LIFE ON BOARD

another terrible disaster has occurred on
the hudson river more harrowingnarrowing jnin its de-
tails than almost any thing that has taken
place in the record of steamboat accidents for
years the disaster of the isaac newton
cannot form any parallel to it torfor iai a that
only the loss otof a fine and beautiful steamer
waswaa involved while the burning of the berk-
shire proved fatalfatai to manyminy human lives so
feartearfulut a thing almost passes comprehension
that on the beautiful HHl idsondaon one of the fa-
vorite boats relied on by the traveling com-
munity should be destroyed in such a manner
as to involve the lives of many passengers
evenrenten while the boat almost touched the bank
of thetb stream

the berkshire was a steamboat belonging
to the hudson steamboat company quite
new only havingbaving been launiaunlaunchedchedebed a few weeks
aroaffo she took fireare on wednesday eveninevening5
while coming down the river aid burned to
the waters edge it is estimated that forty
ilvesurea were lost in this sad catastrophe

BEFORE THE ALARM

it appears from the statement mademide by pas-
sengers and others that the steamer
laas usual from hudson on wednesday eve
ning on henbit way to the city one hundred
aandnd thirty or more passpassengersengere were inboardonboardon board
many otof whom were ladiadladleladielev and there were
alsoalio quite a number of children the depar
turture fromefrom hudson took placepiace about six ocloci ocl
or a little later the passengers many otof
them hadbad retired to their berth while others
remained in the saloon chatting cheerily totojtoi
cethereher on politics business and domestic at-
alfairsro passingassing the time away as well as might

bbe in abhappyappy unconsciousness of the terrible
scene that was soon to burst upon them on
the outer deck too a few gentlemen were
still sittingflitting quietly smoking their ollarscigars
watching the sprinkling wavessandand admiring
the bold hillshilja that covered with green forests
roelose on elthereither side shidowtd as night gath-
ereder d round in solemn darkness none im-
aginedfuiauf that any ot those cliffis were to be light-
ed up before midnight hithwithsith the firesurea that
hould light their own funeral ayrespyres

THE CRYcrt OF eireFIRE SCENE OXON

thus the time passed quietly on the eve-
ning was beautiful a mildmud breeze was blow-
ing from the south and all seemeddeemed serene
seven eight rinenine passed when sud-
denly the dread cry of fire fire was ech-
oed through the boat in suchauch earfulfearful tones
that nore could mistakemist ike its genuine meaning
nearly every one seemed to hearbear it at thetha
finttint alarm but others all unconscious slept
quietly on in their state rooms

there was a rush in all directions peo-
pleIs threw open the doors of their rooms andfadiladiesasli gentlemen and children rushed outontou a
few seemingly calm and self possessed and
otheraothers with almost frantic fright depicted in
thirtheir tapesfages where where li whatwhai
is the mattmattei ci Is the boat on fire have
theilia boilers burstburnt were among the hurried
questquestionslousious that were asked otof almost every
vernoa ekkeklt almost every other but for a mo-
ment hatthat bothemto them seemedbeefed an age knew
definitely what badhad occurred but as the
cry continued in a fearful chorus swelled oyby
ototherczer voices it became evideevidentht and as theirthey
rushed on deck the spreading flames fannedtanned
and driven by the increasing wind met every
oneaones sighteight the boat was indeed in flames
and those flames were epreadingspreading wider and
mounting hihigherher every asecondcc d they caught
upon blo bales of haybay and as the hoops and
cards burnedburnea away the bales burst open and
into hot blazing masses that quickly covered
almost the whole deck

it was a scene that nonot even a21 painter whowh0
has lottot exe erie the terrible reality of
suchauch a moment could accurately depict up
intolato thethahe beautiful summer nightniglit the fires
mounted and hissed lighting uptip the waters
and shores on either sideaide wittiwrb their angry
glare ilowhow ilit started no one hardly knew
it iiis stated that it was first discovered by a
captain sherman a passenger on board who
thouthoughtht it must have commenced in the lamp
room or have started the bayhav from A

spapak k cropperi I1 from a geatgettlemanlemanieman Is ciarclarI1 thI1 hee
gameseames spread aft forced by the wind and
those ahowho hadhaa not beenteen fortunate enough to
happen to bebenearnearnean the forward part of the
boat soonboon seemed to hebe cut off ft om escape
A numberdumber were only half dressed and otheraothers
wore only the night dresses iain which they
had laid down to sleep

not only did the flames spread along0 the
ymalaamainmalnia deck but the smoke rolled iniii huge vol-
umes above and below mirmif stupefying miny
of the frightened passengers they gathered
together in grouwground in all the tenable places
somegomeome on the extreme prow and others at thetb
stern while still others forced by the advan-
cing flames eimeia adored to let themselves
down over the sides and bunahuns by one or both
hands from the rairal ingsinisines some were still
heard cropingroping about below endeavoring to
tetgetet outoat of tevie cabin some jumped into the
zaterwater and tried to swim ashore one noancoan
was hanging over the side with a youngL lady
clinging to him the volumesvolumaamal of0 smoke soon
obscured them and it is believed that the

lady wswisw s drowned
THE SHORE

s tastha boat was beadedheaded to the shore for it
waswagrasrab impossible to put out the fire and the
onlyenly hope that remained was to save as many
ui possible of the passengers the shriekswaltwaitavdltd chiei qtQ ttoitoth 9 passengersasoas

ai thossthosetroge actually buffering from the increase j

ing blheathelteat were most painful tiietle boat struck
oh6 shorebhore in some four ffeetbeet of water she ran i

headbead on and thus afforded a way of escape j

for numbers who were on the bows but at
her stern where more than a score of passen-
gers were gathered there was still ten or i

twelve feet of water ovingoving to the rapid elopeslope j

in the bottom of the river and the heavy load
of freight on the steamboat those on tlethe i

forward pirtport jumped off into the water and j

succeeded in wading to the shorechore many of
those at the stern jumped off too but some I1

I1

are believed to have floated down the river I1

and finally eunk beneath the surface 1

some were satedsaved by beatsboats that came otoff
from a schooner near by and from the steam
er james baldainBald vin the greater number that
perished were supposed to have been
alive in their state rooms only waking in

i time to find that there waswaa no escape or rush-
ingI1 into the fire only to fall suffocated and
behelplessapless in its hot embrace there was a
marked difredifferencerence in the 0 of the
ladiesladles all were pale and anxious but some
appeared comparatively calm and posses
sedsec while othersother3 were completely liin hyberhyser
ice sobbing and shrieking in tones
the children were fearfully panicpani c frbrickenji c n

I1 and gathered about their parents wherehere they
couldboj d find them beseeching them to gtgitt ashore
in someaone way and crcringfrig loudly

THE org ONoff SHORE 1

aaAs the survivorssurvivora kathgathgatherederedeTed on shobhorethoreretheytueythey
cormeal a most piteous picture like that of a j

thipbIpwreckled party on some unknown land I1

liafilat dressed aia i many of themthen were they ex
changed congratulationsI1 for each others
safety and expressing fears for others watch-
ed the burning vveselvesselesel and the waveswavea around
for any that might be still8 illlii attempting to es-
cape lain the confusion andarid from the fact
that most of the paspassengersengers were strangstrangersra to
each other it waywatt impossible to tell who or
bow many bad been lost but it was believed
that about forty and many ladies in that
number had perished in the most painful and
heartrendingheart rending manner the survivors collec-
ted sticks andarid fragments of boards andarid madmadee
fgiresfiresires near the thoreibori e around which they gathkath
erel a dismal congregation drying their
clothes and warming their chilled bodies

I1
messengers were Mrii patched to the neigh-

boring farm houses whore occupants imme-
diately betookretook themselves to the scene and
did all they could tor the sufferers A num-
ber of ladlesladies ardand some gentlemen wereA ere kindly
takenjaken to the neighboring houses and caredcaree
torfor as wellwill as possible walonawagons were pro-
cured for th passengers aiandd transportation
was thusthua provided to hyde parkparke where they
were placed on board a boatbeat andani conveyedto
rhinebeck from whence many took passage
for hudson or new york some arrivearrivedI late
in this city on wednesday nighta earing only
their shirts undandind drawers aiand others camecaine on
yesterday by b at and raier ad after provi-
dingin CY themselves with the necenecessarysary clothing

THE LOST STEAMBOAT i

the berkshire is almost a complete wreck
the captain of the danieldanid drew reports her
as being burned completely away to the wa-
ter

I1

she was heavily loadloadedd with freight
which waswaa value tatat cnacne hundred and figirtyiryILY

thousand dollar and which was mostly con-
sumed the steamer itself wabwas new and bidbhidid
made but few trips she was furnished in
splendid style her cabin furniture alone beitle
worth bevebeveralseveralralrai thousand collaisdol lais she belonged
to the hudson steamboat company waowaswabwas com-
manded by captain F al power and worth
about one bundre I1 and thirty thouthomadta d dol-
lars the oregon belonging to the same
company was lost by tollicollisalonaionton last seasonbeason I1

while leaving her dock at this city

OUR WOUNDED BRAVES

at C A the aaraapjady correspondent of the f

springfield hepublican who iais now devoting 1

herber time to the wounderAoun deudea in washington
emeswt luekltee

j passing out foaifourteenthbenth street the trees by
thehe roadside dro p beneath thebe heavy garni-
ture of may many leafed as tte foilacoitane of a
northern june sunshine aridand shadow gleam
and nickerflicker over the deep emerald1 of ibethe toftsoftlyly
swelling billswile which environ the asuburbs
the ichards are raining down fragranceIralragrance jnin

of snowy blossoms cottacoltacottagee and
villa and yonder OBod that c owning knoll the
pale stone tower of the soldiers homehomor peer-
ing above the emboweringboweringem treesatrees aridand here on
thechegrenth grenegren slope of 11 urt pleasant ibe cattle
grazing howbow peaceful all look

I1

I1
yet through all this beauty far along the

toydroydtoroadtoadad creeps the ionlonlongiong line orof abulenceabu lancelances packed
fillfal of wounded menren herenere protrudes the
stumps of an arm lierehere a bare andarid bandaged
tootfoot here againagainst these bars where tbth mayalay
air may kiskiss it rrestsats a paie patient face and
tbttb crimson blotbiot and the A hite patch upon the
cheek tell where the buletbullet smote the yard
of columbia college Ilhospital is filled with
ambulances emptying their preciouspie ciousclous freight

passing further on we come to thetle long
low buildings of carver hospital into which
is being poured adotheranother installment of suffer-
ers many are carried immediately into bellsbelis
many moreinore are able to help themselves andarid
each other they crowd into the wards and

i on the stepsstepa outside washing their faces
I1 combing their hainhair and shaking from their
torn garments the grime ofor thith march antlanil 0orr
the battle field one is pouring7 cooling water
upon the swollen arm of a comrade and
another sittingbitting upon the groundgro lindliDd is trying to
dress the wound of a companion0 in

the d hiltehayec 10 dodot tthe
1

says haggard worn sufferingbuffering and yet
these boys are not only but posi-
tively gay id rather be wounded than not y j

saysbaya cdecue as longions as the boys are bishing on
but its mighty hard to be bit andalid know that
we are running back thetoe army has hadbad a
hard week I1 amain gladgiad hatbat you can rest I1
saycay to one pale andana buffering man ivinglying on hisbis
bedbe yes but the annyarmy of the potomac iais
used to hardbard times I1 would rather be with
the bobovaboias than here ill be with myray regiment
again in two week driving the johnnies 1

passing from aneinene orof the wardswarda I1 met a I1

strange face above a well known jacket the 4

zouave jacket of the ellsworth avengersAvengers the I1j

of new york thetha mmmin is woundedwounded inift
the ticeface has lost somebome of bishis fingers and one
handband is swollen to tatticeA ice its natu alat size hibhis
face lights with recognition as be says youanu
are asa sister ye 96 is9 all
right I1 left himlikic in the line of battle after
I1 was wounded the second I1time I1 crawled
back to try and find my knapsack all I1
wanted from it wsw- s the picture of my wife
and child I1 bear to lose it but I1

find it then I1 looked tf r
there he was in the front line with his rifle
ready I1 love all the boys love him

i

behe will give us bisbig latla t morsel and doiio wiwithoutthout
himself heghes a lucky boy always fightingfight inginin

i the front and never had a scratch sacred
praise treasured already as ifit spoken of oneoae
passed within the eternal gate

You boB beemseem devoted to each otheryesryes is the answer we are like brothers
was killed last fridafridayy and jtit wasivaa

bardpard to leave them behind and tears roll
aown the iutfutui rowed face edid1ididI did not think i

thatpatmat any of us would ever reach washingtonton aj

lleliehe continues goibefherhe guerrillas fired ononusus
and wounded onnersome of us over again then
they took three hundredhund reit of uatie poor fell
how hungry and weaksteak they were IhaI1 haddoDlyonly
tbthreeee crackers to eat for threethre euans when I1
tried to swim the river I1 was so weak I1
thought pdpit drown but I1 did not and vm all
right now

still they come through all the day and
night I1 bear the mournful roll of ambulances
tinderunder my window they are tiownow bringing in
the extreme cases of theibe wounded through
all the heavy thunder storm of last ight they
were passinpassing As I1 look own at midnight a
flaakflash of lightning revealed a ghastly sight as
an ambulance vanished infit the darkness

dear oldoidld campbel lirill1 its lawns have grown
green its flowers are blossomingbloss oming its gardens
ripeningrip ning for summerrummer harvest icit looks smil
cig without and with n with every ward and
couch follfull of buggbuff aers it presents a more
cheerful aspect than any other hospital the
long airy wardwarde thathe gay paper hangingshanningshang ings the
white curtcuttcurtainsains the plants the moss rimmed
aquariums the ettnia covered with books all
acidberd to give to each ward the looks of a
pleasant sick room

toetie reading room and the lonion ball where
the invalids u ed to assemble lasijast winter to
witness theatrical entertainments are now
filled with the severely wounded I1 never
standbland in the door ward looking down on the
longiona row of white beds and pale faces
which line it on either side without a sense
of can I1 givelivee to each one though
ever eo0 littleatle something of that which behe
needs shail I1 give hethe meet word to the one
who wants it11 the fit silence to the one cannot
speak shall I1 lay by any pillow the thing
longed for most are my doubting questionsquestions

yet it seems not difficult to tell the agonized
face past all speech andavid the eager asking
eyes say speak to me 2 the eyes
of the new england toys say more they say
ask memer about mim selfpelf isk me where I1I1 was

bountwoundedled whrewh re I1 came from ask me about
my folks 11 wereVere you ever in huntingtonhuntintonHuntin tontoo
thausthais my home said a massachusetts boy
todayto day from hiabis bedbej gilIII1I have been through
huntington many times waswaa the answer
the facttact was to make us friends im-
mediatelymedialtely

how are you todayto day asked another
maswasmassachusetts boy belobeiobelongingneing to the 29 ah

regiment gay was the reply theghetirs was
displayinglisp laving a talent for being jolly under un
favorable circumstances which threw the
genius of mark into the shade this
man was terribly wounded utterly helpless

I1 3 et the face which showed above the coverlet
was as ridlene asme if rever corcotcov wilhwith a

I1 pang I1 could only say basbaa the world ever
Sreenseenen aman thing BO morally grand as the man-
hood which abiathis war has developed in ameri
can men

BEBEL PLANS TO DESTROY OUR
IJ ORS IN JAMESJAM ES RIVER

A letter from our beetfleet before fort darling
james river avesg ves the following interesting
statement of a lebelrebel sailor a runaway from the
rebel ironcladiron clad rmrem richmondRich mord now generallygenera llyliy
known as merrimac no 2

the maninan states that be is a native of man-
chester englan thatthat be was a resident of the
south for some years and that since thebe break
ing out of the war behe has been employed on
various vessels in the rebel navy himself
and some other shipmates went to richmond
on liberty last week but bavine become tho-
roughly sickbickeredered of the soisol distant southern

I1 confederacy be resolved upon escaping from
its limits if possibleposs itale starting from rich-
mond on motMormonday last liehe has been the hoiehole
week cautiously bibbia way down to
this point ush the sswamv am a8 and thickets
on the north bank of the rivriverr the accounts
given bvhv thibthis deserter relative to the rebel
frore clada aridand river defensesdefencesdefences are highly in

l andwod if reliance cagp beke placed lain

itemthem they contacontain
i
ln somecome important informa-

tion
anetoe substance of bishis statements is to the

effect that fort darlingDarl ink which nownosy mounts
fifty guns of heavy caliber is considered by
the rebels impregnable to the attacks of gun
boats that three ironcladiron cad rams the ach
mond the virginia and the fredericksburg
are now lying in the river below the tortfort
making preparations for an attack upon our
fleet in which they are to be aided by several
firefires bipsships andani a numberhumber nfof floating infernal
in chines the grammepro laid down for
this raid isis as folfoifollowslowe

the fireshipsbips consisting of nine schooner
laden with pitch and turpturpentinentine are to be
towed down within a short distance of our
fleet and then sentbentbensen enveloped in flamesdaafla drift-
ing down upon the current towards ui close-
lyI1 following these b arniirni g essellsvessels are to be a
Zbosthostt of floating torpedoes soro constructed as
to explode upon coming injn contact with any
of our gunboatsgun boats and then during the excite
anent and confusion which they hope these
missiles and the giresfires hipsbips will create the
rebel iron are to make their grand at-
tack upon the union flet

the rams are said to be plated with eight
inches thickness of iron oer three feet of
solid oak timber and projecting from the bow
of each boat is a heavybeavy beak sevebevecevaalralrai feet in
length to which JsIs attached a powerfulpwp erful sub
majinemaine baibalbatersbatarybaterytery thisthia battery is intended to
explode at the moment of concuconcussionselon with t

either of our monitors by which means they
hopebope to BOso cripple us as to make more easy
work for what foifolfollonelowe

I1 have thus given you in brifbri f the sumeum ard
substance of the rebel planslansians as related by this
runaway we only topetopsnope this programme
will be adhered to but fear the news is too
good to be true nothing would give greater
satisfaction throughout our monitor fleet than
being afforded an opportunity to test their
prowess against the richmond rams of whose
powerbower the rebel press has BOso longiong been boast-
ful

Rrelynelyely upon it itif the enemy has the temerity
to come forth from bishis lair antiand offer battle
every monitor in this fleet willsill strive noblnobinoblyY
to emulate the brave deedsdeeda of the gallant
weehawkenWee hawken in hertier celebrated btttlebattle sitti the

I1 atlanta it is to be feared however that
tethe very recollection of thitth it conflict will
suffice to keep the rebel fleet beh nd the pro-
tection of the riterriser obstructions and under
cover of the guns of its batteries

from thethi richmond drpichDl pich junjan 9191gi9

GRANTS TACTICS

we think it may be safely asserted that
since war first became known to mankind DOno
general ever sacrificed hishia men so recklessly
BOso remorselessly and to so littlefittlitt e purpose as
gen grant liehe started from bisbig catnip on
the north bide of the little
more than a month ago with men
heife habhas been reinforcereinforcedds according to the
statements otof hushis friends by more than somoso-
wo a that time viz stanton sayssay
he sent him veterans after the bbotieia tietle of
the of mabia butler has sent him
and prisoners say he I1 as received from
ohio and other sourcessourbourcescea making a total of

yet bisbig army at this day in the
opinion ofol ththosese best fied to judgejudg does

I1 not greatly exceed men and is cer-
tainly greatly inferior in numbers to what it
was when he startedstar tedonon bbabss crusade he lost

in Spottsyhaniasylvania and bishis losses in
hanover can not have lallentallen very far short of

ahusthus he has sacrificed men the
flower not only of hishia ownowa troopsr but of the

I1 whole united states armyaminy lain return be has
effieceffectedted nothing absolutely no hincbin lees
entire loss fiteltli cecc the campaign opened does
nonottaamountt to itowitom all ttold0 ld killed wound-
ed and missing llelieilehe has never once been
forced from a position and has on y fallen
back when hishrs enemy despairingdis pairing of victory
has attempted to slideelide off to bisbig left and get
in rear without further fighting grant in
the meantime bashas been brought up before
McClel lans old lines bebeyondond the
iny and is not able to take a single step in
advancead vanc he has thrown away men
to obtain what behe aoud have had for io

the confederacy buslus great cause to con-
gratulate itself upon the choice lincoln hasbag
madlofmade ot a generlgeneral they desire
to seebee this war brought to an end and grant
is the very man to do it had the distancedladia tance
between richmond and Spott sylvaniaviniavinla been
loo miles ratergreater wearewe are disposed to thlik halhaa

would have reached the endcod of hie journey
with not more than men

I1 if grant is whipped on land however hahe
is alwayalways victorious on paper we have
sometimesa ome ti mea wondered why he takes the troubletroubled
to fight atal tilsllliii11 he can demolish armies with

i a stroke of bibbis pen and capture cites by a
flash of the teleetelegraphraph whymy not confine his

lexerexer ionslonsionlon 9 etei totar the composition of tele
grai blehie dispatches he succeeds far better
at that thanthin he does at fighting lee whip-
ped him in at least ten battles in spottsylSpotteyteyl
vaniavaida aridand hanover yet he continually flogs
lee on the wires ilehe inflicts bryvry little
1083loss on lee w th bisbig armyaray but he slaughtersslaughter
his men by the thousand with telegraph
where then is the use of fighting wittiwith any
other leawon than the wires ifit he can gain
so many victories with that instrument why
can not hebe take richmond with it if a tele-
graphic victory sati fy lincoln and thereatthe rest of
Yankeedoin we do not see why ithalthit b uld not

grant vincevinco the applause of those in
teriereating people is all that behe aspires to let
grant bicalt down andaud telegraph a big victor


