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[From the New York World ]

HUDSON RIVER—FEARFUL LOSS
LIFE ON BOARD.

Another terrible disasier has occurred on
the Hudson River, more harrowing in its de-
tails than almost any thing that bas taken
place in the record of steamboat accidents for:
years. The disaster of the Isaac Newton
cannot form any parallel to it, for ia thaf
only the loss of a fine and beautiful stramer
was involved, while the burning of the Berk-
ehire proved fatal to many buman lives. So
Cearful a thing almost passes comprehension, |
that on the beautiful H.dson, one of the fa-
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'as those actually suffering from the increas-
BURNING OF THE BERKSHIRE ON THE ing heat, were most
OF o©n sbore in some four feet of water. Sbe ran
head on and thus aflorded a way of escape says oune, “as long as the boys are pushing on;
for numbers who were on the bows, but at |but its mighty hard to be hit, and know that
her stern, where more than a score of passen-  we are running back ”—“The army has had a
gers were gathered, there was still ten or hard week, 1
twelve feet of water, owing tothe rapid slope | say to one pale and suffering man lving on his

in the bottom of the river and the heavy
of freight on the steamboat.

forward pirt jumped off inte the water and the bove than hiere. 1’1l be with my regiment
succeeded in wading to the shore.

painful, Tbe boat struck

load
Those on the

Many of
those at the stern jumped off too, but some

‘are believed to have floated down the river

and finally eunk beneath the surface,.
Some were saved by beats that came off

|
|

 bed.
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says. Haggard, worn, suffering, and yet
these boys are not only cnheerful, but posi-
tively gay. “I’drather be wounded than not,”

I amn glad that you can yest,” 1

“Yes, but the Armny of the Potomac is
'used to hard times. I would rather be with

‘again in two week, driving the Johnnies
Paseing from «ne of the wards, I met a
'strange face above a well-known jacket, the
| Zouave jacket of the Ellsworth Avengers, the
44th of New York. The man is wounded in

vorite boats, relied on by the traveling com- from a schooner near by, and from the steam- | the face, has lost sowe of bLis fingers, and one

munity, shou!d be destroyed in such a manner
as to involve the lives of many passengers,
even while the boat a'most touched the bank
of the stream. ?
The Berkshire was a steamboat be'onging
to the Hudson Steamboat Company, quite
new, only having been launched a few weeks
ago. BShe took fire on Wednesday evening,
while coming down the river, and burned to
the water’s edge., Itis estimated that forty
lives were lost in this sad catastrophe. ‘

BEFORE THE ALARM,

It appears, from the statement made by pas-
sengers and others, that the steamer stasted
a8 usual, from Hudson on Wednesday eve-

'iucfl oD her way to the city. One hundred
and t

hirty, or more, passengers were on board,'

many of whom were ladies, and there were .hipwrecked party on some unknown land. |

aleso quite a number of children. The depar-
ture from Hudson took place aboutsixo’clock,
or a little later. The passengers, many of
them, bad retired to their berth+, while others
remained in the saloon chatting cheerily to-
ether on politics, business, and domestic af-
airs, passing the time away as well as might
be, in happy uncomsciousness of the terrible’
scene that was soon to burst upon them. On
the outer deck, too, a few gentlemen were
otill sitting, quietly smoking their cigars,'
watching the sprinkling waves, and admiring
the bold hills that, covered with green forests,
rose on either side, shadow-d, as night gath-
ered round, in solemn darkness. None im-
ined that any of those cliffs were to be light-'

e ui) before midnight with the fires that
should Jight their own funeral pyres. i

THE CRY OF FIRE—FEARFVUL ECENE ON BOARD, |

Thus the time passed quietly on. The eve-
ning was beautiful, a mild breeze was blow-
ing from the South, asd all seemed serene.’
Seven, eight, nine o’clock passed, when sud-
denly the dread cry of “Fire, Fire,”” was ech-/
oed through the boat in such fearful tones'
that nore could mistaike its genuine meaning.'
Nearly every one seemed to hear it at the
first alarm, but others, all unconscious, slept’
quietly on in their state-rooms.

There was a rush in all directions. Peo-
rlu threw open the doors of their rcomes, and
adies, gentlemen and children rushed out—a
few seewing'y calm and self-possessed, and
others with almost frantic fright depicted in|
their faces. “Where?” ¢ Where?”
ia the matter??? ““Is the boat on fire?” “Have
the boilers burst?”” were among the burried
questions that were asked of almost eur}"l
person of almost every other; but for a mo-
meat, that to them seemed an age, n 'ne knew
definitely what had ocecurred. But as the,
cry continued in a fearful chorus, swelled oy
other voices, it became evident, and as they

er James Bald ¥in. The greater number that
perished were supposed to have been bnrnei
alive in tbeir state rooms, only waking in
time to find that there was no em:E_pe, or rush-
ing into the fire only to fall suffhcated and
helpless in its hot embrace. There was a

marked difference in the ceportwent of the |

ladies. All were pale and anxious, but some
appeared comparatively calm and self-posses-
sec; while others were completely in hys'er-
ics, sobbing and shrieking in agoiizing tones.
The children were fearfully panic--tricken,
and gathured about their parents, where they
cou'd find them, beseeching themto get ashore
in some way, and crying loudly.

THE SURVIVORS ON SHORE,

Aa the survivors gathered on ehore they
formed a most piteous picture, like that of a

Half-dressed as many of them were,they ex-
changed <ongratulations for each other’s
gafety;and,expreseing fears for others, watch-
ed the burping vessel and the waves around,

]Inr any that might be s'ill attempting to es-

cape. Ian the confusion,and from the fact
that most of the pas«engers were strang«rs to
each other, it was impossib'e to teill who or
how many had been lost; but it was believed
that about forty, and many ladies in that
number, had perighed in the most painful and
heart-rending manner. The sarvivors collec-
ted sticks and frazments of boards and made
fires near the vhore, around which they gath-
ere!—a dismal conzregation—drying their
clothes and warming their chilled bodies.
Messengers were «i patched to the neigh-
boring farm-houses, whose occupants imme-
diately betook themselves to the scene, and
did all they could tor the sufferers. A num-
ber of ladies and some gentlemen «ere kindly
taken to the neighboring houses and cared
for as well as poessible. Wagons were pro-
cured for the passengers, and transportation
was thus provided to Hyde Park, where they
were placed on board a boat and conveyed to
Rhinebeck, from whence many took passage
for Hudson or New York. Some arrived late
in this city on Wednesd.y nightyuearing only
their shirts and drawers, and otbers came on
yesterday by b at and railr ad, after provi-
ding themselves with the necessary clotbing.

THE LOST 8TEAMBOAT,
The Berkshire is almost a complete wreck.

“What ! The captain of the Dani«] Drew reports her|lung row of white beds

as being burned completely away to the wa-
ter. She was heavily load-d with freight,
which was valuei at one bundred and fitty
thousand dollars, and which was mostly con-
sumed. The steamer itself was new,and bad
made but few trips. She was furpisbed in
splendid style, ber cabin furniture alone being
worth sevéral thousand dollars., She belonged
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‘hand is swollen to twice its natu al gize. His
face lights with recoguition as he says: *You
are ——’s gister?”? “Yes?” e js all
‘right, I left biw in the line of battle. After
| was wounded the second time, I crawled
‘back to try and find my knpapsack. All 1
wanted from it wis the picture of my wife
and child. Icouldn’t bear to lose it, but I
couldn’t find it. Then I looked fir —.
There he was in the front line with bhis rifle
‘ready. Ilove —, All the boys love him;
‘he will give us bis la:t morsel and do without
'himself. He’s a lucky boy always; fizbting in
‘the front and never had a scratch.”” Sacred
 pratse! treasured already, as if spoken of one
passed within the Eternal gate.

“You boys seem devoted to each other.”
¢Yes,” io the answer, ““we are like brotbers.
— was killed last Friday, and ——. It was
hard to leave them behind,” and tears roll
down the furrowed face.
that any of us would ever reach Washington,”
he continues, “‘I'he guerrillas fired on us,
and wound+d some of wus over again. Then
they took three hundred of us. Poor fellows!
bow hungry and weak they were, I had only
three crackers to eat for threeuvays, When I
tried to swim the river I wasso weak I
thought I’d drown; but I did not, and Pm all
‘right now.”

Still they come; through all the day
night I bear the mournful roll of am
under my window, They are now bri
the extreme cases of 1he wounded. Through

-all the heavy thunder storm of last night they
were passins. As I look down at midnight, a
flazh of lightning revealed a gh4stly sight, as

" an ambulance vanished in the darkness,

Dear vld “Campbel !"’ its lawns have grown
green, its flowers are blossoming, its gardens
ripening for eummer harvest. It looks smil-
ing witbout and with n, with every ward and
couch full of suff-rers, it presents a more
cheerful aspect than any other bospital. The
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and
bulances

inging in

long airy warde, the gay paper hangings, the |

white curtaing, the plants, the moss rimmed
aquariums, the stands covered with books, all
tend to
pleasant sick room.
Tie reading room and the lonz hall where
the invalids u ed to assemble Jast winter to
i witness theatrical entertainments, are now
}ﬁlle-l with the eeverely wounded. I never
stand in the door ward, looking down on the
and pale faces
| which line it on either side, without a sense
‘of shriskivg Can I give to each one, though
ever so littie, something of that which he
needs? shall 1 giva the meet word to the one
who wantas it; the fit silence to the one cannot
speak? svall I lay by any Eillnw the thing
longed for most?—are my doubting questions.
. Yet it seems not difficult to tellthe agonized

| Toe substance of his statements is to the

“I did not think

them, they contain some important informa-
tion.

effect that Fort Darling, which now mounts
fifty guns of beavy caliber, is considered by
the rebels impregnable to the attacks of gun-
boats; that three iron-clad rams—the Rich-
mond, the Virginia and the Fredericksburg—
are now lying in the river below the fort,
making preparations for an attack upon our
fleet, in which they are to be aided by several
fireships and a number of floating infernal
m chines, The programme laid down for
this raid is as follows:—

The fireships, consisting of nine schooners,
laden with pitch and turp ntine, are to be
‘towed down within a short distance of our
fleet, and then sent. enveloped in flames, drift-
ing down upon the current towards us, Close-
ly following these burni' g vesseis are to be a
host of floating torpedoes, so constructed as
to explode upon ceming in contact with any
of our gunboats, and then, during the excite-
ment and confusion which they hope these
missiles and the fireships will create, the
rebel iron-clads are to make their grand at-
tack upon tbe Unpion fl-et.

The rams are said to be plated with eight
inches thickness of iron over three feet of
solid oak timber, and projecting from the bow
of each boat is a heavy beak sevecal feet in
lengtt, to which is attached a powerful sub-
marine ba'tery. This battery is intended to
explode at the moment of concussion with
either of cur monitors, by which means they
hops to so cripp'e us as to make more easy
work for what follows.

I have thus given you in bri<f the sum anrd
gubstance of the rebel plans as related by this

runaway. We only hope this programme
will be adhered to, but fear the news is too
good to be true, Nothing would give greater
satisfaction throughout our Monitor fleet than
being afforded an opportunity to test Lheir
prowess against the Richmond rams, of whose
power the rebel press has go long been boast-

fal.
. Rely upen it, if the enemy has the temerity
‘to come forth from bhis lair and offer battle,
'every Monitor in this fleet will strive nobly
to emulate the brave deeds of the gallant
Weehawken in her celebrated battle with the
Atlanta. It is to be feared, bowever, that
the very recollection of that conflict will
guffice to keep the rebel fleet beh'nd the pro-
'tection of Lhe river obstructions and under
cover of the guns of its batteries.
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| [From thé Richmond Dispa'ch, June 9.]
GRANT’S TACTICS.

We think it may be safely asserted Lhat,
gince war first became known to mankind, no

: - General ever sacrifickd his men so recklessly,
give to each ward the looks of a go remorselessly, and to so littie purpose as
| Gen. Grant.

He started from bis cawmp on
'the north side of the Rippahannoc:, little
rmore than a month ago, with 130,000 men,
'He has been reinforced, according to the

‘statements of his friends, by more than 80,-
000 s'mc2

that time, viz. Stanton says
'he sent him 25,000 veteraus after the biitle of
| the 12th of May; Butler has sent him 20,000,
'and prisoners say he ! as received 40,000 from
Ohio and other sources, making a total of
85,000. Yet his army, at this day, in the
‘opinion of those best quallified to judge, does
'not greatly exceed 100,000 men, and is cer-
'tainly greatly infericr in numbers to what it
'was when he started on h's crusade. He lost

rushed on deck the spreading flames, fanned ‘to the Hudson Steamboat Company, was com-
and driven by the increasing wind, met every manded by Captain F. M. Powers, and worth
one’s sight. The boat was indeed in flames, about one bundrei and thirty thousa.d dol-
and those flames were spreading wider and lars. The Oregon, belonging to the same
mountipng higher every second. ey cauzht cempany, was lost by collision last season,
upon somue bales of hay, and as the hoops and wbile leaving ber dock at this city.
cards burned away tbe bales burst open and
ints hot blazing mmasses that quickly covered
almost the whole deck.

it was a scene that no' even a painter, who

- -

OUR WOUNDED BRAVES.

‘face past all speech, and the eager asking 75,000 in Spottsylvania, and his losses in
eves wiich say: “Speak to me.” The eyes Hanover can not have fallen very far short of
'of the New England toys say more; they sav, 25,000, '
*Agk me about m\self; ask me where Iwas| ‘Yhus he has sacrificed 100,000 men, the
fwuumied; whire I came from; ask me about flower not only of his own troops, but of the
wy folks.” “Were you ever in Huntington? | whole United Stales army. In return, be has
| That’s my home,” said a Massachusetls boy | effected notking, absolutely no hing. Lee’s
|to-day from his bed.—*“I have been through | entire loss sirce the campaign opened does
{ Hunting'on many times,” was the answer. | not amount to 17,000, all told, killed, wound-

E::h:n:n:;;;??::ﬂl E::::ut:art:il?:ie;:g“y&g'SP IRERERTTaWRNDIns, VB0 NAN SORONM I"]me‘?.i;;ﬂy‘are yon to-day?” asked another
into the beantiful summer night the fires ber timeto the woundea in Washington, | nroocachusetts boy, belonging to the 20th

mounted and hissed, lighting up the waters wrilee:

and shores on either side with their angry| p. .. |
. > 4 | Pasging out Four'eenth street, the trees by
glare. How il started no one hardiy knew. ‘the roadside dro p beneath the ’heavy garni-

It is stated that it was first discovered by a 4 ol A
Captain Sherman, a passenger on board, who tr:r“a of Ma}'—man‘y-lﬂa'l’ecl as t..ahfm!ar_eruf a
thought it wust have commenced in the lamp ortbern June. Sunshine and shadow gleam
[00m, or hav; started amsne the hay from a and flicker over the deep emerali of the softly
FPE'E dropped from a e:ttlef:nm‘u mwfar The swelling hills, which envirou tbe suburbs.
Rames apl:'f:;ﬂ aft, fﬂﬁ":&d by the i;m:i, and Ybe ewchards are raiving down Iragrance in
these wbo had not been fortunate enough to “?"lﬂad' d‘:‘f 51;““?' btlﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂ! _C'T'ilﬂ-tﬂu ﬂtﬂd
happan to be ncar the forward part of the viila, and yonder op that c¢ owniong knoll, tue
pale etone tower of the Soldiers” Howme, peer-

bﬂlt, soon sc~emed to be cut off fiom cacape. i“g above the EmbﬂWEri“g treg_q’ and here on

A number were on'!y half dressed, and others . 5
e : the gr.en slope of M unt Pleasant, ihe cattle
wore only the night dresses in which they grazing —how peaceful all look! £

hlsl;;:’i:n?;":?dml;[f:ﬂ'mﬂ spread along the  Yet through all this beauty, far along the
main deck, but the smoke rolled in huge vel- road, creeps the long line of abulances, packed
” £l of wounded men. Here protrudes the

umes above and below,MR\f stupefying man

of the frjggtened pa:seﬁ;a,n l';‘;:fe; :thlireﬁ etumps of an arm; here a bare and bandaged

together in groups in all the tenable places,” f00% here 2gainst these bars, where th: May
’ air may kiss it, rests a pale, patient face; and

some on the exireme prow, and others at the [ 7" i
. : the erimson blct and the alite patch upon the
stern, while stil! others, forced by the advan- cheek tell where the bu'let smote. The yard

cing flames, end-avored to let themselves . .
: - of Columbia College Hospital 1s filled with
down over the sides and hung by ons or both ambulances emptying tueir precious freight.

hands from the raiings. Some were still :
. : . Passing furtber on. we come to the long,
heard groping ahout below, endeavoring to low buildings of Carver Hospital, into which

. get out of tue cabin. Some jumped into the . .
: is being poured ano‘her installment of suffer-
MRS Ed. a0 IR Baiore, . Une mak ers. ﬁnny are carried immediately into beds;

vha sl :
:il;g?:g tnﬁigar Tt!];l:gru:;tuhé Eiigu ;ﬁgﬁ many more are able to belp themselves and
obscured them, and it is believed that the each other. They crowd into the wards and

1nn the steps outside, washing their faces,

young lady w.s drowned. ' combing their hair, and shakmg from their

AFPROACHING THE SHORE. 'torn garments the grime of th+ warch and of
~ The boa: was headed to the shore, for it the battle ficld. One is pouring cooling water
‘was impossible to put out the fire, and the upon the swollen arm of a comrade, and
enly hope that remained was tosave as many another sétting upou the ground, is trying to
43 possible of tbhe passengers. The shrieks dress the wound of a companion.

crios of tho frightened passengers,as well' “The docters bave go much to do,” he

'regiment, “Gay,”” was the reply. This was

' displaying a talent for being ““jolly*’ under un-

favoiable eircumstances, which threw the

:genius of Mark Tap'ey into the shade
'man was terribly wounded, utterly belplees.
| yet the face which showed above the coverlet.
- was as radient #8 it never corvulged with a
' pang. Icould only say, has the world ever
| seen anithing so morady grand as the man-
' hood which this war has developed in Ameri-
'can men.”

-

BEBEL PLANS TO DESTROY OUR MON-
IJORS IN JAMES RIVER,

A letter from our fleet before Fort Darling,
James river, g ves the following interesting
gtatement of a 1ebel gailor, a runaway from the
rebel iron-clad rom Richmo:d, now generally
known as Merrimac No 2:—

The inan states that he is & native of Man-
chester, Englan j;that be was a resident of the
South for some years and thatsince the break-
ing out of the war he has been eémploye i on
various vessels in the rebel pavy. Himself
and some other shipmates went to Richmond
on liberty last week; but baving become tho-
roughly sickered of the soi-distant Southern
| Confederacy, be resolved upon escapitg from
its limits if posei%ie. Starting from Rich-
mond on Monday last, he has been the whole
week cautiously woirking his way down to
this point, through the swam;s and thickets
on the north bank of the riv-r. The accounts
given bv this deserter relative to the rebel
iron-clads and river defences are bighly in-

This |

teresting, and, if reliance can be placed in | Grant sls down and telegraph a

«M. C. A.,” the lady correspondent of the | The fact was sufficient to imake us friendsim- | ed and missing. He has never cnce been

forced from a positkon, and has on y falien
back when his enemy, dispairing of victory,
has attempled to slide off to his left, and get
‘in rear, without turther fighting. Grant in
'the meantime bas been brought up before
' McClellan’s old lines beyond the Chickahom-
iny, and is not able to take a single step in
'advance., He has thrown away 100,000 men
to ohtain what be cou'd bave had for nothing,
| Tha Confederacy his great cause to con-
gratulate itself upon the choice Lincoln has
lmade of a Lientenant-General. They desire
'to see this war brought to an epd, and Grant
is the very man to do it. Had the distance
between Richmond and Spottsylvania been
EID{J miles greater, we-are disposed to thivk he
would have reached the eund of hie journey
with not more than 100 men.

If Grant is whipped on land, however, he
'is always victorious on paper. We have
'sometimes wondered why he takes the trouble
‘to fight at 31l. He can demo'ish armies with
a stroke of his pen, and capture cit'es by a
flash of the telegraph. Why not confine bhis
exer ions e tirely to the composition of tele-
grarbic dispatches. He succeeda far better
at that than he does at fighting. Lee whip-
ped him in at least ten battles, in Spotteyl-
vania and Hanover; yet he centinually flogs
Lee on the wires, He “inflicts very little
loss” on Lee with his army, but he slaughters
his men by the thousand with telegraph.
Where, then, is the use of fighting with any
other weawon than the wires? If he can gain
so many victories with that ipstrument why
can not be take Richmond with it? If a tele-
graphic victory satisty Lincoln and the rest .of
Yankee‘om, we do not see why it <h ‘uld not
satisefy Grant, ¢ince the applause of those in-
teresting peonle is all that be aspires to. Lel

big victesf




