Eive the Benate ita desired excuse to
8uspend the commissioners and then
Quietly to repesal the law.

Ten yeara afterward the same thing
bad to be done over again. This
time it was accomplished under
the leadership of Caius Gracchus
brother of Tiberius; but it was
not' encugh that he should restore the
laod law that had been secured by
bis brother. That law, even while it
Wwas being worked at 1ts best, was satis-
factory to but few of its beneficiaries.
The law was restored, it is true, but
the prospect of leaving Rome, and
Zoing perhaps to some distant part of
ltaly to engage in hard work, was not
much of a temptation to men who had
8pent any length of time in Rome, in-
volved ijn its political strifes, and whose
principal desire was to obtain money
and the meane of subsistence with as
little work as possible. it required
something more than the resteration of
the land law to satiefly these, and Caius
granted it. _

With the “‘enthusiastic clapping?’ of
every pair of poor hands in Rome, he
segured the passage of a law decreeing
that there should be established in
Rome public granaries to be filled

and maiotained at the cost of
the Btate, and that from these
the wheat should be sold to the

pour citizens, at a merely nominal
price. This law applied only to Rome,
because in Rome the eleciions were
held. *‘The effect was to gather into
the city a mob of needy, unemployed
voters, living on the charity of the
Btate, to crowd the cirous and to
clamor al the elections, available no
doubt immediately to strengthen the
hands of the popular tribune, but cer-
tain in the lopg run to sell themselves
to those who could bid highest fortheir
voicen. >’— Froude,

This same thing was repeated over
and uver before the government be-
came merged in an emperor. In fact
it became necessary to repeat it; be-
cause, although it was easy enough to
distribute the lanu, it was not so easy
to keep it distrituted. Those to
whom the land wus given lived
far beyond their means and as
the pubiic granaries were open
and the poor citizen could get
the main part of hiz living for
nothing those who reveived the land
for nothing were not likely to cultivate
habits of economy. Their lands were
soon mortgaged and at last forfeited,
falling back into the handa of the eapi-
talists who, in the pature of things,
ateach successive turn became mono-
polists.

Thus at last the distribution of the
land became an‘old story, the distribu-
tion of gzrain still remained a fixture,
and as inoney had to be paid by the
government in order to give to the
citizen pither land or grain, there
next paturaily grew up the demand
that the money should %e given direct
to the pitizen, anod in the eyes of
demugogy, political necessity justified
this step. Cmuar gave to each soldier
about one thousand dollars, and
to each citizen about twenty
dollars with house rent free for a year.
Luaddition to thishe provided a magni-
ficent feast for the citizens who were
supported by the public grants of grain.
Twenty-two thousand tables were
spread with the richest viande from
which the two hundred thousand
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Btate paupers feasted, while from
hogzheads tbe finest wine flowed
freely.

Then cam+ Augustus, the Emperor
in whom was merged all that pertained
to the Btate and the peopie. He was
parens pairicc. Bo long a8 Rome
was in the fuil tide of congnest pub-
duing populous and weaithy coun-
tries, levying upon them enor-
mous tributes, robhing Lheir treas-
uries, and rifling their temples, there
was always money¥y in the Roman
treasury to furnish the lands, the
grain, or even the ready money, which
occasion might demand. But wen the
era of conquest ceased, a8 it did with
A ugustus, then also ceased the abund-
aot supply of money. Bo far from the
demands ceasing, however, they went
on a8 before. As the demnands were
imperative,.the money had to be se-
cured from some source, aud as now it
could no longer besecured by conquest,
it had te be secured by other mesans
and other means were employed.

During the reign of Augustus there
was need of money by many classes,
The regu’ar and Jegal system of taxa-
tion did not furnish enouglk, and
logically enough confiscation was the
next step. And why pDot? Was not
the Emperor the father of the peo-
ple? And may not the father divide
up the patrimony amongst the chil-
dren? If some of the ¢hildren have
sbundance and others have little or
none, may not the father see that
there is an equable distribution? Tt is
the father’s otfice to care for the chil
drem. Theemperor in the exergise of
his office of parens patrie, did just the
thing. Accordingly, says Buetonius,
‘“As often as large sums of money
came into his possession, by means of
conflscations, be would lend it free of
interest, for a fixed term to such as
could give securily for doubje of what
was borrowed.”” Tiberiuacontinuedthe
same [ractice, for, says the author,
“after the example of Augustus and
to satisfy the clamots of the people, he
loaned money without interest for three
yoears to all who wanted to borrow.»

But the parens pafricc had pot
enough money to supply all who
wanted to borrow; accordingly, ‘“he
first compelled nll money-lenders to
advance two-thirds of their capital on
land; and the debtors tv pay off at
once the pame proportion of their
dehts. And still there were many who
wanted to borrow. Five million dollars
wus yet required, and In order to ob-
tain it he turned his mind to sheer
robbery. It i8 certain that Cneius
Lentulus, the augur, a man of vast
eatate, was so terrified by his threats
and importunities that he was obliged
to make him his beir. . , .
Beveral persona. likewise, of the first
distinction in Gaul, Bpain, Byria and
Greecw, had their estates confiscated
upon such despicably trifling and
shameless pretemsions, that against
some of them vo other charge was
preferred 1han that they heid large
aums of ready money aa part of their
property.”?

This was Rome. Buch was thesys-
tem of government to which the Su-
preme Court of the United States ap-
pealed for guidance in the decision
which we have copnsidered. And such
wops the exercise af the dignity of
parens pairie by Lthe government
which originated it, and from whichy
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through the British copy, the dignity
has pnow been adopted as a distinct
feature of the government of the Unit-
ed Btates.

We have atated, however, that there
is involved in this matter, that which
is of greater importance than simply its
adoption by the SBupreme court. These
very principles are béing advoeated by
certain classea in this country. Some
there are who demand that all the land
shall be possessed, or rather held in
trust, by the government for the

ople and distributed for their good.

enator Stanford has already intro-
duced a bill in Congress which pro-
poses to nblige the goverument after
the manper of Augustus, to lend
muney—not exactly free of interest
but—at two per cent. for thirty years to
all who cangive security to double the
amount borrowed. In the same line
with this the Farmers’ alliance de-
mands that the governmentshall build
granaries throughout the land and
advance money upon the farmers’
crops as well as to loan money upon
their land, and upon whatever other
kind of security may be offered.

In these schewes there is involved
the whole Roman system in its practi-
cal workings. If these things were
done the government would inevitably
become possessed of 8 vast amount of
land and grain; and with the govern-
ment in possession of such commodi-
ties and having obtained possession of
it by such means, the next thing, and
according to those principles reason-
ably enough tvo, would he a demand
that the government should sopply
grain at n favorable if not a nominal
price, to the poorer citizens. But back
of all these enterprises, in which it is
proposed the government shall em-
bark, there lies the important guestion,
Where shall the government obtain
the money tu lend to all who want to
borrow, and to advance upon the erops
of those who want to sell? This gov-
ernment is not engaged in wars of con-
quept a8 Rome was, nor has it oppor-
tunity to become so.

It is proposed, indeed, by those who
advocate the scheme, that the govern-
ment shall issue treasury notes to sup-
ply all the demands. But the more of
such notes that the government issues,
the less apy of them will be worth. A
promisge of the government to pay is
worth no more than that of a private
individual, if it has nothing which to
make the promise good. The govern-
ment may print omn a pieceof paper
the promise to pay a doilar or even one
thousand dollars; but the only thing
that makes that piece of paper worth a
dollar, or whatever sum is promised, is
the certzinty that the government han
that sum of real money with which to
make the promise good. But if, with-
out apy such ceriainty, the goveru-
ment {ssues a certain amount of such
nctes to supply the demands of all
who want to borrow and toall who
want to sell, as they demand It
it would be but a little while till none
of it was worth anything, and those
who invented the scheme would dis-
cover this as soon a8 anybody else.
Then they would be ready to Jemand
real money, and not mere promises to
pay.

But the government would not have
real money sufficlent to supply the de-

mand, and even the governnient can
not make gnld and silver, What then?



