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braced the mormon faith he did not
believe in polygamy but the angel had
advised him that he had erred in judg-
ment and told him to take more wives
to his bosom after the address strang
repaired to a large chamber in the
castle and was formally crowned king
and set upon a throne he was robed
in scarlet by a couple of young women
and a crown was placed upon his head
bby a couple more and ethen one of the
cliefchief destroying angels or deacons of
the church stepped forward and assured
the people that strang was a great indand
good man and enumerated some of the
benefits which would surely come of
them if thethey paid him the right sort of
homage thethe ceremoniesceremonies closed with
music

very soon after the coronation strang
began to marry and in the next five
years he formed a collection of six
wiveswives not counting his first wife who
lel thim when he acquired the marrying
habit he urged the deacons and
other high churchmen to do likewise
burtheybut they were handicapped somewhat
by the scarcity of women to marry
strang monopolizing the supply accord-
ing to the law as exexpoundedbounded by strang
the highest duty ofof man was to have
many children the marriage of the
first wife was public but the
subsequent ceremonies were con
ducted in private in a fashion known
only to those initiated in the faith if a
man died one or several widows
without children it was incumbent upon
his brother to take the widow it the
widows had children they could marry
whom they chose in ohp church were
two secret societiessocities one called the
society of the illuminati for men only
and the other for both men and women
called the covenant in the covenant
ironclad oaths were taken to defend the
church even to the shedding of blood
and to stand by one another through
thick and thin the secret obligations
and work of the illuminati were never
made public

strandsSt reign was brief the pecul-
iar religion of the mormonscormons evanev n the
plurality of wives did not seriousserious y
trouble the consciences of the fishermen
and sailors who lived in the small towns
along the mainland but the mormonscormons
had a habit at looking upon the prop-
erty of the gentiles as something to
which they were privileged to help
themselves whenever it could be done
without getting caught they made fre-
quent raids on the mainland and went
even to milwaukee and chicago on
their maraudingma excursions if a ves-
sel was thrown upon the shore of
beaver island or sought shelter in the
harbor of st james from a storm the
islanders levied a heavy tribute the
plunder thus captured was divided
among the fafaithfuli ahful always reserving a
tenth for the church the piratical
ways of the mormonscormons excited the hatred
of the mainland people and that the
latter did not retaliate sooner was be-
cause a favorable opportunity did not
oftenoffer

laift 1855 strangstrain promulgated a new
revelation it was to0 o the effect that
women must wear bloomers the bi-
cycle had not yet been invented and the
women rebelled and this rebellion led
to revolution mrs bedford and mrs
campbell both of whom are still living
in charlevoix were the leaders in
the rebellious element mrs john-
son mrs wentworth and mrs memc

culloch were also vigorous in their
protests against heavenly interference
with what they wore strang swore a
mighty oath that the orders from heaven
must be obeyed even though he were
obliged to wade ankle deep in the
blood of his subjects most of the re

finally complied with the de-
cree

da-
cree but mrs bedford remained obstin-
ate the woman was abetted by heher
husband who for a long time had been
on unfriendlyfy terms with the monarch
the rebellion of thelthe wife afforded an op-
portunityport unity to punish the husband and
90strangtrang ordered him to be publicly
whipped the punishment was inflicted
forty seven lashes were administered
upon Bed fords bare back and the tree
to which he was tied is still pointedhinted out
to visitors in summer bedfordbedford sulked
around the island for a few days swear-
ing vengeance and then disappeared
he went to mackinac island where he
was joined by wentworth who had a
grievance of his own and the two
plannedlanned the assassination of the kinganfnin this design they were secretly en-
couragedcouraged by mcculloch who had
aspirations to succeed strang on the
throne the conspirators remained
away several months in may 1856
they secretly returned and awaited an
opportunity on june 15 when the
united states vessel michigan which is
still plying the lakes was inin harbor
the conspirators concealed themselves
in a wood pile near the pier ardand waited
for the kingkine to pass oncon his way to the
boat when came along 7

in the evening bedford and
Wantworthantworth sprang out and both fired at
him one with a horse pistol the other
with a navy revolver three shots took
effect and strang staggered and aias he
fell he saw and recognized the assas-
sins and grabbed bedford by the leg
bedford struck him over the head with
the pistol and then fled with went-
worth to the steamer and gave himself
into custody of the government officers
to escape the wrath of the islanders
the two men were taken to mackinac
where their trial resulted in an acquit-
tal the sentiments being all in their
favor

strang was mortally wounded but
death did not relieve him from suffering
until several weeks later the news orof
his shooting reached the mainland very
early next morning and the king being
as good as dead the fishermen along the
shore organized to comcompletelete the job
bands were formed at charlevoixChare east
jordan harbor springs and cross vil-
lage and at an appointed time a united
raid was made on the island no re-
sistancesi was offered by the dismayed
and disorganized islanders the attack
ing party first visited the tabernacle and
razed that to the grground0und the harem
where strandsSt wives lived was next
cleaned out and today all that remains
of it is the site where it stood on a towlow
hill directly back of the castle the
village itself then received attention
and everything of value was carried
awayanav notice was given to the mor

1 mons to get out within a specified time
and they obeyed taking such house-
hold effects as they could carry with
them they scattered some to chale

where they still live but nat as
mormonscormonsMor mons some to chicago some to
milwaukee strang realized what was
coming and before the raid reached the
island he put off for milwaukee to re-
ceive surgical assistance for his wounds

and to escape the wrath which he knew
would break as soon as his downfall
should he died a few
weeks later at racine wis and by his
bedside isas a faithful attendant was the
wife of his youth whom he had married
in the east before becoming a mormon
and who left him when he became a
polygamist she alone of his wives
remained by his side until his death

today the inhabitants of the island
are chiefly hsfishermenhermen with a few farmers
in the in brior during the winter con-
siderablesiderable wood is cut and a few logs
and telegraph popoleses are got out fforor
summer shipment the people are
almost unanimously irish by descent
and the catholic is the only religionton
observed the rev father gallagher
has been priest of the parish for a quar-
ter of a century and is as much an auto-
crat as king strang ever was the
island has no courthouse or lawyer it
differences arise in business or other-
wise the matter is taken to father
gallagnergallagher who listens to the evidence
and then pronounces judgment and
the man who will not accept his judg-
ment becomes an outcast on beaver
island socially and in businessbu sines very
few appeals are taken from the decrees
of the priest and it is worthy of note
that when appeals have been taken

courts the judgment of the priest
has in nearly every instance been sus-
tained the priest is in politics a dem-
ocrat and inin the last presidential
election of the votes cast only four
were for harrison

in 1852 strang laid aside his robes of
royalty and went to lansing as a mem-
ber otof the legislature from the northern
counties he made a fairly good repre-
sentativesenta tive at least he averaged well upui
with the others and the bill
manitou county was one of the measures
which he fathered strang established
a newspaper on the island in his days
of prosperity and had a small publish
ing house in connection with the plant
his press was an old fashioned one
which he purchased in detroit and
which was the first press brought to
michigan by the rev father richards
who served in congress as a delegate
from michigan before michigan had been
admitted into the union strang pub-
lished his version of the bible and the rev-
elationselat ions as they were received and alsalso
wrote a history of the mackinac region
in which he vigorously defended him-
self and his religion from the attacks of
the gentilesgentile his newspaper was pub-
lished weekly and in the last issue was
given an account of the assassination
when the raiders caniecame the prinprintingprintiestinSpress was taken to the mainland anand
the type was scattered the books and
ppapersapers were destroyed and original
editions are now extremeextremelyly rare

DID THEY FIX HIM

because of the absence of se verall
witwitnessednessen whom counsel for the prose
cution desire to call and who are at
present living some distance from the
oilycity the preliminaryprelim loary hearing of willis
rudybudy and bernard engebretsenEngebretaeoseu be
fore cmil pratt on a chargocharge
of murdering albert brnardbarnard in emi-
gration canyon on july 1892
hasbae been continued for one

when th NEWS report closedcloned mon
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