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are honeat in thelr hearts and desires,
it bears record In their eoula. “Light
cleaveth unto Hght and Intelligence
unto intelligence.” We snow this
by experience. When the scrvanots
of God first bore testimony to uwe, a8
ditlerent impression was ro-
duced upom wuws to any that
we had experienced when listen-
ing to the preachers of the differ-
ant seots; it was the effact of truth
preached by the power of the llving
od; it bore testimony toour spirits,
and we felt that 1} was true.. We
could not explain why; we counld
not, perhaps, comptehend the
change, but we knew that someth-
ng had come tous dideremt fromy

1 anything we had ever before recelv.

ed; we felt that it wesa true; the
spirit of God bore record in our souls
hat it was true; we were bhorn of
the word, and we could see that this
was the work of God, and therefore
could yleld willlng obedlence to the
ordinance of baptlam for remission
of sina by ore having authority
from God, After we had been bap-
ilzed we were anxious to have hauda
Isid upon our beads that we might
receiva the gift of the Holy Ghoat,
Ia using that term, the “*gift of the
HBoly Ghoat,”* we do not mean some
particular gift of tbe Bpirit, but the
gift of the Bpirlt itseif—ihe Holy
Ghost given untous as a gift from
God. We wili flad that term, ¢gift
¢l the Holy Ghaosl’’ uzed In the old
Beripturea and In the latter day
Beriptures. 1t is the Holy Ghost itaelt
ziven untows a3 a gift from the
Almighty. “Then laid they their
bands upon them, and they receiv-
ed the Holy Ghost®®  The
promiseia t6 those who will re-
pent and bs baptized for the remis-
rion of mios;—they rhall reoceive
Wthe gift of the Holy Ghost.”” What
lsit? Itis a greater and higher
endowment of the eamo spirit
which eulightens every man that
comes into the worid; a greater
power given nnto us a¢sn abidiog
witness, tove a light to our feet
and a lampto our path;ndares.
traint agalnstsin, to guide ns ioto
sl truth, to opeu up the vision of
the mind, to bring things past to
sur remembrance, and to make
maaifest thinge to come. 1t ia the
epirit of trutk that revesls the
things of the Father and the Bon,
proceeding from the presence of the
Almighty and the very glory in
which He {a enroted, which makes
him 1ize unto a consuming fire, If
we recelve thai heavenly gift all
ara hrought into communion with
Him; we c¢au undetetand some
thing concerning Him, that we
may pattern after Him until we be
comne like Him, for if we are con-
tionally guided by that spirit, even-
tually we will come back to His
preeence and be sble to enjoy the
fnliness of His glory. And while
we remaln in the flesh He will not
te 3 siranger to uws; we wilt not
walk In the dark like the majority
of mankind, bat we will be the
children of the light, comprehend-
ing the truth as it is in Him, and
seeing the patb in which we should
wwalk,

We, then, heard the word and be-
lieved it; falth sprang up in our
hearts, and we went forth in faith
and were baptized; and when the
servants of God who had received
thelr misalons from the Almighty,
who had been ordalnod under the
hands of Joseph Smitk or others
whom he had ordained, laid their
hands upon our heads we received
the girt of the Holy Ghost. What
was the nature of the influence that
%83 brought to bear npon us? some
phiyetcal exhibltion of power? No.
could anybody perceive that there
wad & changejo 0s? No, I think not.
I know how I felt, I can bear testl-
moby in regard t0 my own ex-
nerience, and I think that my ex-
porience in this respect ia that of
whers,

When { Leard the word I believ-
ed it, and rejoiced In 1t,aud I prayed
to God fervenlly—I was but a boy nt
‘he tiee—in the name of His Son
-eaun that He woold manifest to me
“whelber thig was trne or not, that I

ight not be deceived by sny cun.
ningly devised fable; thot I might
nok be led astrey; that no impostor
might huve aoy power over me;
but that I might be guided in the
steps [ was about to take, by the
Iight of God, I prayed earnestly
and fervently to my Heavenly
Father in the name of Jesus, time
and time agaln. Being fully eon-
vinoced fn my heart that this work
wag true, 1 applied for baptism; and
when I waa baplised I received the
asgnrance that my sins were remit-
fed, that | was washed and ma'e
spitftually clean and that I came
from the water spotjess. 1 could eay
with the apclent Apostle, * Old
thinge have passed away, behold al)

things have become new ”? Iwasa
new creatare; I wa3 born again. A
change had been wrought npon me;
and my desires were to serve God
with s}l my heart, with sll oy eoul,
and with ali my strength. Aud
when hands were laid opon me by
the servants of God, and I received
the gift of the Holy Ghost, I felt no
physloial manifestation. I musteny,
I relt a little disappointed at fiest,for
I had expecled some such manifest-
ation, but I did not receive any
at that time, What did I experi-
ence? I found that my mind was
opened,that [ had greater light; that
something bad come wpon me by
which I could eee clearly the things
of God; suod when [ read the
seriptures new Jight dawred upon
thems. [ was brought up to believe
in the Rible. I had read it when a
ohild, and committed & great deal of
it to mempory; and when I recelved
this gift from the Almighty throogh
the Iaying on of hands, it brought
thore thinge that were past to my
rememhrance; they stood wp
clearly and In bold rellef before me,
and I could comprehend something
concerning God. 1 could feel] that I
wal in commenlon with Him,
When I prayed I could reslize that
my words were heard, that God
hearkened and avewered. When [
prayed for knowledge snd under-
slanding concerning the things of
QGod, they were manifested to me,
It brought to me that which is
called in the scriplures, ‘‘the peace
of GQod that passeth &)l ynderstand.
ing.” The joy, the peace, the gitia-
fartion that It brought to me could
not be desoribed in worde. T kpew
that my Redeemer lived; I knew
that T was horm aynlp; I kpew the
Holy 8plrit was worklng in my
heart, Troihs were maplfested tn
me that [ bad never heard of or read
of, but which I afterwarda heard
presched by the servants of the
Lord; ali this wes testimony to me
that I bad recvived the troth. [
make meniion of thia because I
know this to be the experience of
others. When Irew the gifis snd
blesslogs of the Goapel manifested,
{t was a renewed teitimony to me.
When I eaw the sick hesled, heard
people speak in tongoes, and then
heard others give the interpretation,
snd afterwards saw the same fal-
filled, many times in & wonderfal
snd marvelous maonar, all these
things weraadditional testimnnies of
the divinity of thisa work, When I
wasonly a boy I was ealled to leave
wy home aud friends-—n
whom had received the Gospel—to
go out Inte the world among etran-
gers, torning my back oron home,
and lenving everyilhing to go and
preach the Gospel without purse or
ectip, [ received further evidence of
the truth of this work, for » great
maoy things were made manifest to
me durlpg my msslonary experi-
ence. When I Laptized people and
Iatd my hands upon them, confirm-
fng them members of this Chorch,
they bore testimony that the Holy
Ghost come upon them, which bore
record to them that God lived, and
that this was Hlis work. Amndvihen
I Jaid my hands upon ihe slck they
were healed. All these things were
additionai testimonies to me, and to
those who received the word through
me.

{ rafer to thia a'so hecause this Is

Eldess of this Chureb; and you have
the testimony in your bearls that
what L eay ia true. Wherover the
gervants of God heave gone bearing
this meseage, and the people have
recelved It and obeyed the require-
ments of the Gospel, they have re-
cefved the Holy Ghost as a gift from
on high; and if they have been ied
by its light 1t has locressed
in thera day by day, and ihey
ate etill going on, their light grow-
ing brighter and brighter unte the
perfect day., They know that God
Jives, they know that Hiy exlstence
is not 6 myth; they know that He
fa p wverlsable Bsing, that lea js
their Fatite* and their (lod, ever
rendy to hear thecry of Hia chil-
dren whon they are willing to Lears
ken to His counsels; aud they know
that they are framed and fashioneq
after His lixeness, cnd that all {he
funcilocs gnd aitrjbates,of Delty are
duplicated in them, thxt through
years of {sithfulness and progress in
the zcale of being snd enlighten-
ment, they may develop into tha
ful]l majeaty of Hls pe:feetions and
become lilke Him.

The Holy Ghoet, this greater en-
dowment of that gpirlt which natur
ally enligh{enoth every mau that
comes into the worlJ, 1o confer.ed
opon us through a siwple proceae,
the way that Uod has ordalined; and
it can come In 0o other way. 1t
there should be any jn this congre-

gatiom this afterngon who desire to
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know God, or if they dealre to know
them#~elves, they must take this one
course—thay can doas they pleaze
ahout it, either to receive or refect
it, but if they want the blessing of
it, they muost seek for It in His way.
They cannot get it through maun-
made systewns; God hae His own
way., He acknowledges not, nelth-
er doee He recognize the ways of
men; but if people will hearken
to Him and walk In His
ways He will be nlgh unto
them, snd will Lear testimony to
them In lapguage that they, by the
nower and gift of His spirit can un-
deraland. Bot they must bLelieve;
they must =also repeni; and
that repentsuce that is neces.
eI dres not eousiet in weeplng
and mourning over sin, but in tarn-
ipg away from it. No man can
ruaka Qod his felend by contiouing
in »in. nefther can any womsu. In
otder to coms nesr unto God and to

be tawght of Hiw, they must te
homble and child-like, they must
be willing to receive instruction, be-
ing determined in thelr heartis to
tocn .away from wrong.doing of
every kind, and to cleave nnto that
which is right. Thia iz a lesson sor
Latter-day Baints as'well as Jatter-
day sinoers, It iwe want to learn
more of the thing and ways of God,
if we want to draw ne=zr o Him,
we most be humble and child-like,
tractable in our nature, making our-
selvea acquainted with that which
Gad baa revealed, and walking in
the way which He has pointed ouat.
If the inhabitants of the earth "will
walk eccording to the light that God
hz8 given to them, whetber by the
epirit that comea to them naturally
in their birth, or by that higher en-
dowment called the gift of the Holy
Ghbrsr, they will receive a still
grealer degree of power and
light, and their pathway will Ue.
come brighter and brighter even
to the perfect day, If there be nny
darkne-# io them, it 13 hecagea they
walk in the ways of darkness, be-
cauise they do the deods of evll, No
man can come unto God unless he
Las put away his sins and his follies
and is-wililng te be taught of God

If hethinka that God willl come to
his ferma and sccept bis whims and
nofions, he will mako a failure of it.
If he is willing to hearken, ia child-
Itke, willing to be tanght, saying in
hia sonl, O God, manifest thy waya
to me, and with thy help I will
walk therein,” the Lord will hear
and answet him and be will learn
of Qed, and the more he walka in
the ways of the Lord the closer he
witl get to God. But only by faith,
repentance, baptiem, and by the
laying on of hands of those whom
Qod has anthorized,can the inbabit.
ants of the earth receive ths gift of
the Holy Ghoat by which they may
fully learn and comprehend divine
thinge.

People marvel at tho condition of
the Latter-day Saints, st their trac-
tabllicy, at the mode of their wor.
ship, at the manner in which they
smstaln  the awthorities of the
Church; and they conclade that
we A:e 4 poople led by the eraftinees
of mep, thaut we are under men
who are desitouns to exert authority
and power, and be locked up toas
supetlor te their feilows, They

| rensun in that way becanse they do
' not underatand ue; becauss they do
the cxperience 6! 80 many of the|

not comprehend our ways, nor the

' way of tho Lord. The resson why
' tho Latter-day Baints arc as united

a8 they ale, a8 tractable, as wiliing
to be obedient, i3 because they have
learned <for themselves the truth
of the Gospel they have espoused.
They know there Is a God;they know
that He lives; they know Jesus
is the Bon of (od; they know that
by experience that if they hearken
tu the voice of the Lord—the word
of the Lord given to them {hrough
His servants-—that they are hapﬁy,
tbat they have that peace of which
I have ppoken; and ou ibe contrary,
if they di obey tho counzels of hen-
ven,;they have not that peace, Shey
sre nut eatieflcd wlth themselves,
and they sie In the dark, Therea-
son why the Latter-day Saints rre
su traciable; eo unite?, and 20 de.
soted to the doctrine of " this
Church, Is because they know some-
thiog dbout it for themeelves; they
koow It iz true, for God has borne
witne:z lo them; ihey have been

' brought into eommunion with Him,

snd this 1s the secrst of it,

Now, my brethren aod sislers,you
know that what { am talking about
i3 true; you koow It In your own ex»
perience. The Holy Ghost has
borne record to you that what L am
telling you s not fietion, bmt 18 a
living fxct. Aud we need nof take
up the Bible to read the books con-
tuining thereln to ind out the truth
of our religion; we know it is troe
without that, Yet, when we read

the contenstof this book we!tad that
it corresponds with that which God
has revealed to us. Wedo not de-
pend upon the man who baptlzed
us, or him who laid his handa upon
ua to impart the Holy Ghost, for a
knowledge of this work, we depend
upoan the inspiration of the Lord—
the only source of knowledge of di-
vine things. Every man and every
woman in thisChureh,and every boy
and glrl who bhas roceived the
Qozpel in sincerity and  has
verily been born again, hasobtalned
a testimony concerning this work
snd kuows of its divinity for him-
self or hersel’. But God has set In
the Church for cur guidance and
direction, Aposties and Prophets,
Evangelists, Pastora, Teashern and
Bishope, and other authoritier, that
the Church with all its branches

may be taught In the ways of
the Lod that there may
bo order n the Church,

and that all things may be govern-
ed according to the will of God.
And we know that when we beark-
en to the voice of thore men we are
bleszed of Qod, and when they rpesk
to ue under the inspiration of the
Holy Bpirit, the same Spiri$ In our
hearis bears witness to us that what
they eny i3 true. HBome one may in-
guire, I 8} the peopls have tbe
Holy Qhost, if all the people are
brought to the condition that they
way learn of God for themselver and'
te gradually led into {he presence of
the Father, what need of Apostles,
what need of Prophets, etc? There
ts great need of them, They are
abeolutely neceseary to the govern-
ment of the Church and Kingdom
of Gad. Without them there could
beno yproper echorch government,
and, indeed, witbout them we could
not recelve the blessings that come
from the ordlnances, QGod’s plan is
{o oal] certain men and endow them
with suthority,and placs upon them
tbe suthority 1o act for Him. This i3
called the Holy Priesthood, and In
thatrightand sotberity they preach
and admlnister the ordinances of
Hig Choreb. It is through the 2o
therity of this Holy Priesthond that
peoplo are Inducted into the Church,
through that channel they receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost,
withont which it could not be con-
ferred. The Holy Bpirit is ponred
out universally, as I have before re-
marked, so that all people re=
ceive il; but the gift of the
Holy Ghost I8 s higher endowment
by which man may be brought into
communion with the Lord after
having recelved the ordinances,
which must be administered by
men holding the Hely Priesthood
and suthorized to officlate thereln.
That is God’s way., When psople
receive thies divine blesaing they be-
bome members of His Church, an
organization ordained for the benefit
aod blesaing of God's people; an or-
ganizatlon which in all respects la
after the anelent patierm. In be-
coming members of the Chorch we
subscribe to the rules‘thereof, No
wodue influence 18 used to mduce
people to join our Church, or to te-
tain their membership after they
hnve joined it; if they do not wish
to eubscribe to the rales of the
Church, they are nt liberty fo sever
their connection with it; but if they
do retain thelr standing In jt, they
are expected to subsoribe to iia
roler. At the head of this Church
are three men who are united in all
things ks 1o its goverpment, repre-
senting the Holy Trinity who also
are oae; not one In perconality, but
one in epirit, one In faith, one in ac-
tion, one in desire, one in object.
We have a Presldent and two Coon-
selors, who stand at the head of tha
Charclt, The President etands at
the head of that quorum. God ealls
him to be Hils mouthpicce to the
whole Lody. If the Lord kas any
revelations for the Church, as an
organized body, He communicates
them through the head. In therlze
of this Chuich He warned and fore-
warned the Latier-day Baints as an
organized community, not to receive
revelations through nvy one eave
the head of the Charch., The XLord
2ald, “And this ye shal! kpow ag-
guredly that there js none olkier ap-
pointed unta you to receivo the com-
mandments untll be be taken, if he
ablde in me % i for it 1t be
taken from him he shall pot have

wer except to appoint ancther in
fx‘i)s stead ;{and: ttl)lpl: thall be 2
law unte you, that you receive
not the teachinge of any that shall
come be‘ore you a3 revelations or
commsaudments. And this [ give
you that you may not be deceived,
lhat’you may know they are not of
me.” This is thoa order. While,
therefore, every man and woman
can recelve the Holy Ghost
and know that God lives, can ack
and recelve, veex and find, knock

and have the door opened to him;
while everyone can bave divine
light 2nd comprehend the truth for
himself, while it ts the privilege of
every man to sp Hve that his soal
ehall be fuli of the light of heaven,
by which he may comprehend the
purpoees of God a3 they shall affect
men snd nstione, yet, as a member
of the Church he muet hearken to
the voice of Him who stands’at the
head, for that ia the order, SNy
house is a houze of order, saith the
Lord, snd not a honze of confusion.”
If He has anything for the Chnreh,
89 an organized body, He will spesk
throoghithe hesd; and if we are
enligtencd by the Holy 8pirit we
will aee thoe xafety of it, wo will see
that wilhout this erder we would be
Yable to be led astray, Ged will
not speak to His Church,
through the foot, but through the
bhead. And if the body is of the
same epirit as the head,it wiil re-
epond, fuet as the membera of the
buman body, if in & heslthy eondi-
tion,respond to the wilt of the head,
in anything tkat tha individual at-
tempta to do The man standing at
the head holds the keys of revela-
tion to the Churchb; bot each indivi-
dual may receive revelation for him.
self, If he han the gift of the Holy
Ghost. And the Bpiritby which God
reveals through the head,is thesame
spirit by which He reveals to the
individuoal for his own benefit. The
Charch of Christ ia a united body;
it is not divided against itrelf, be-
eause it is true, aod *truth is jindi-

visible, it is eternal and cannot be
destroyed, neither does it bear testi-

wony agalast itee)f, Herein I8 the
unity of the Haints. When the

President of the Chuorch speaks, the
whole body rezponds, and when he

brings forth anything for our guid-
ance, wo say In our hearts, under
the same influence by which he 1s
inepired, that is the word of Qod,
and we rejoice in it snd hearken to

it. Thereby are the faith and obedi-
ence of the Latier-day Faints made
manifest, And they do this not to
man, but to God, Through the
head of the Church the voice of God
comes to the people, and when they
obey it, itis not to man they bow,

for the Lstter-day Baints are not
man-worshippers. They have come
out from the midst of priest-

craft, they bave thrown oft the
yoks of bondage, and put on the
liberty of the everlasting Gespe);

and when they yield to the author-
Ity of the Holy Priesthood, they

bow to God Almlighty,their Father,

who I8 represented In Hia gervants
upon-earth, and not to man. **Curs-
ed ia he that patteth his trust in

man, o maketh flesh hisarm.” We
worship God our heavenly Futber,
in the namn of Jesna Christ, under
the influence of the Holy Spirit,and

that which we obay we receive as
coming from Him and not from
man, That is the order, If we heve
eyes to ees, and hearts to compre-

hend jt. And it {s the same with all
ibhe difforent suthorities of the
Chaorch, each one In his place and
calling; one not interfering with sn.
other, every part and portion of the
Holy Priesthood being adapted to
every other part, ns each part of the

buman system js adapted and
essentlal to the well being of the

other parts. The head cannot

eay to tho feet, I have no
need of {hee; neither can the foot
82y {o the head,I have no need of
thee, buoteach part hzaneed of the
other. And thers i onison in it;

there is beauty in 1t, No onogfficer
or member of the priesthood can

encroach upon the privileges of an-
other, but each one has his doties

deflned, and all are necessary for the
order and government of tha
Chureb, for the preaching of the
Gospel, for tbe gathering of the
Baints, for the Iinstruction of the

people that ail might be led in the
path of life, until they come to tho
folpess of the knowledge of the
HBon of Qad, and be llke n perfect
man In Christ Jesug, Apootles are
neceseary in their place; Beventies
in thelrs; High Priesta in thelrs;
Eldete, f'riests, Teachers and Dea-
cons in theire; Bishops and Presi
dents of Btakea jete., in theirs, all
having been appoluted and ordajn-
ed of God. Thiz organization s
unique jn jts characte:; there ia
nothing like it among the institu-
tions of men, thers is nothing Ike
it in the world. There is nothing
of an earthly character to be com-
parad with i, It I8 beawtiful, it {8
glorious, it i3 harmenione, it iy per-
fect, because 1t 1s the work of God.
And if we wonld carry it out fully
and perfectly, what a splendid or:
ganization we would have! Whata
mighty people we wounld be! a peo-
ple whoze God is the Lo, a}ll mov-

ing along in l|:erfect harmony, each
one actompliehing his part in this



