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March, and consequently later than
is usual for moving troops, as the
days begin to get very hot on the
plaine of the Carnatic about that
time of the year. But ours was
special duty; and as we should only
march in the very early morning,
we did not fear the inconvenience
of the midday heat; but looked upon
the whole thing as rather a lark,
and welcome change from the mo-
notony of garrison duty. As to the
cholera, not one of us gave it a
thought. Not likely il would touch
one of us!

It was on the second day after
leaving Arcot that Private Thomas
Atkins, who was on miy right file,
suddenly had to fall out. I expect-
ed him to join the ranks before Jong,
but did not troul’e myself about his
absence, Itwas pot until we had
reached ¢amp and had finished
breakfast that I heard anything
more about him. I then learnt that
he was buried. I knew cholera

was awfully sudden in its
attack and effects, bul I had
not imagined the possibility of
its carrying off a healthy man quite

so rapidly. Of course immediate
interment must take place in case of
death ou the line of march. I had
liked Atking much, bui1 faney his
death and burial were so sudden
that the rest of us failed to realize
the truth of what bad happened to
our comrade and half expeeted to
sge him turn up again. Anyhow,
we soon forgot the incident.

Inate in the afternoon I was lis-
tening to a description of Vellore
by one of our fellows who had been
there, and speculating on the chance
of seeing the crocodiles which Tippo
Sultan had placed in the moat round
‘the fort as the best possible senti-
nels to prevent prisoners from es-
caping or any of his troops attempt-
ing to desert, wheu suddenly I felt
spasms and sickness.

“‘Holloa! old fellow, how blue you
look!*” remarked a companion sit-
ting next to me; and as he spoke my
comrades shrank terror-stricken
from me. It needed no doctor - fo
tell me what was the matter. The
cholera had seized mel

I was hastily conveyed to the tem-
porary hospital, where onr assistunt
surgeon already had several cases of
the disease under treatment, and I
was laid on a charpoy. I rapidly
passed from the first to the second
stage of that malady, and by 9
o’clock at night the incessaut vomit-
ing and purging had reduced me to
a condition of weakness approaching
tnseusibility. I was consumed by a
burning, raging thirst, but the
dresser disreganfed all my entreaties
for a drink of water. The system
of treatment for cholera In those
days allowed the patient nothing
more than just to have the lips moist-
eped oceasionally with weak bran-
dy and water; and thissimply aggra-
vated the torture and thirst. Nowa-
days champange is given and the
sufferer is now allowed to drink
pretty freely.

The hospital was, of course, only
a pandal, hastily constructed with
palmyra leaves, with a large cuscus
mat at the entrance ateach end.
Two large chatties of water were
placed just outside each entrance,

from which a coolie from time to
time threw a pannikinfull on the
cuscus tathis, so that the wind,
blowing through the wet mats,
might cool the temperature inside
the pandal. This result certainly
was attained, but at the cost of in-
tensifyiug the pangs of the patient,
whose thirst was tantalized by
heating the splashing of the water.

I hadd begged, swore and menaced
at intervaly, but no omne paid the
slightest heed to me, and I was
sinking into that condition of torpor
which is the unmediate precursor
of the third and fatal stage of chol-
era, when I lheard voices in the
pandal. The assistant surgeon was
making his last round for the night,
accompanied by the hospital dresser.
With a violent effort I aroused my-
self and eagerfy listened for their
approach. I wanted to hear my
fate pronounced.

They stopped at lengéh where I
lay, and the doctor examined my
body.

““Mottled,”* I heard him remsark
to the dresser. I waa nearly deaf-
ened by the singing or rather druni-
ming in my ears, 8o [ iay perfectly
motionless so as not to let a single
word of what they might say escape
me, if possible.

“He is insensible already,”” the
doctor continned, “and will not last
long, So Wetherall will make six 22

“Make six!” I said fo myself]
“make six what???

“Six corpses, of course, for burial
at daylight tomorrow morning,”’ a
voice seemed to laugh out with
fiendish exultation.

The dresser said something which
I could not distinctly hear, but the
answer eunlightened me as to the
subject they were discussing.

*Oh, yes, there will be room
enough; in fact; for two more, if
necessary.”’

They had gone and the place was
in darkness save for the glimmer
of a cocoanut-oil iamp. I heard the
scratching of mumootles just out-
side the pandal.

It was the noise made by the
camp-followers who were digging a
common grave for six of us, leav-
ing room for two more if necessary!

I felt utterly stunned and quite
indifferent ns to my fate, which of
course I considered seltled after
what the assistant surgeon lad said.
My tongue was like a piece of dry
leather in my mouth, which had
long since ceased to yield any saliva
to relieve the agonizing burning of
my throat and palate. I could not
have made any sound had | at-
tempted to do so; but I did not try,
for the attendants were all stretched
on the ground fast asleep. 1 felt 1
was deserted—left to die.

I was beginning to wander, 1
thiok, and was back again in the

bright ﬁreen English meadows,
picking daisics with my little sirter,
and so I should have patsed away.

But just at that moment, the coolies
who had finished digging the grave
—my grave—passed the entrance to
the pandal; and one of them, with
more consideration than his class
usually show, threw a pannikinful
of water on the cuscus tathi.

It was like a galvanie shock to
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any risk. I had to die, so what
matter if I hastened my death 37
houror two by drinking cold walter
At least I should be relieved frof!
the torture of thirst and dic happy:

I tried to get up, but I was
weak to stand and fell down at onc®
Then I reflected that 1 was MOre
likely to beseen if I walked, apd !
detected in my attempt I should D
brought back, and perhaps
atrapped down to die. So I tried ¥
erawl, .

I was about ten minutes dragglﬂgt
myself the forty feet from my C:d
to the entrance, and 1 wngg) A
under the cuscus tathi lke
snake,

There were the chatties befor
me! d
The first I seized was empty; 300
the disappointment nearly madel 5
swoon; but the second was b'('lu;t
full. 1 threw my arms aroul o
and dragged myself to it. Ip]lf“gid
my head into the delicious, 1‘“‘}]%1]
water, and devoured, rather tcoo
drank, huge mouthfuls of the -
and beavenly fluid. I felt my 80,
ach swelling with the enormo 1
draughts I swallowed; but -
laughed and drank again apd 862
I recked naught of life or 4¢®

then. oTés
At length I could drink DO L3 g
and then discipline asserted 1 out

I knew I had no right to be
there, and I tbOUghEi’, if “erﬁ
missed from my cot 1 should b?a "1
ported. So I erept back the ‘i‘illlw
had come, an i shortly after fel

a ?rofound sleep.

At was broad daylig
awoke, and saw the assistd
geon and dresser standing
me, ,

“How is this?” asked the d"f,ﬁ'érn
é‘W(;atheral] ought to have

ead!” I-

“Please, sir,” said I, T amé"i‘;h
ing much better, and have RO %,
to make the sixth this mornlﬂg.'B e

He knew I nad overheard I;t' he
mark on the preceding MEL2 y
smiled sadly, and said, **I a5 on,
to say there were six W:thﬂuv it i8
But I cannot understand llot‘r ridi-
you are alive, DMost X%
nary!*’

1 Tapidly recovered; and,
never indulged in
country arrack sold to
here, I was soon guite str
I was made sergeant very B y’ear&
remained upward of twenty jents
serving with different l‘.';zne be-
out here; but it was some Y7o,
fore I told auyone liow I € 7
from my attack of cholerd-
ever, | told the doctor 01}‘*5&‘
about it; and, though hL‘]]ed
cold water ought to bave kI
I observed the poor fello
were in the hospital Wltv:tate 1
got an extra allowance of

All my ople Wel“_*_sh to
scattered, nopd I had no w! ny
turn to KEngland, so I 5001‘
sion, and the bountles oo
tained, added to my Si_l"mgdf
me to buy this bit of lﬂ“maﬂ :
doing well, and bave all o '__Blﬂﬁfl"
wish for t miakehim hapPd

wood.”
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ht Wnt qul-
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In matrimony, tne prud¢

me. I resolved to have a drink at'wilh their equals.



