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march and CODconsequently later than
is usual for moving troops as the
days bebeginin to get very hot on the
plaine ofof the OaCarnamatictic about that
time of the year but ours was
special duty and as we should only
march in the very early morning
we did not fear the inconvenience
of the midday beatatiat but looked upon
the whole thing as rather a lark
and welcome change from the mo-
notony of garrison duty As to the
cholera not one of us gave it a
thought not likely it would touch
one of us

it was on the second day after
leaving alcot that private thomas
atkins who was on my right file
suddenly had to fall out I1I1 expect-
ed him to join the ranks before long
but did not trouble myself about his
absence it was not until we hadbad
reached camp and had finished
breakfast that I1 heard anything
more about him I1 then learnt that
hhe was buried I1 knew cholera
was awfully sudden in its
attack and effects but I1 hadbad
not imagined the possibility of
its carry ingoffing off a healthy baanman quite
so rapidly of course immediate
interment must take place in case of
death on the line of march I1 had
liked atkins much but I1 fancy his
death and burial were so sudden
that the rest of us failed to realize
the truth of what hadbad happened to
our comrade and half expected to
see him turn up again anyhow
we soon forgot the incident

latebate in the afternoon I1 was lis-
tening to a description of vellore
bby one of our fellows who hadbad beenayiythereere and speculating on the chance
of seeing the crocodiles which tippo
sultan had placed in the moat round
the fort as the bestbeat possible senti-
nels to prevent prisoners from es-
capingc or any of his troops attempt-
ing

pelt
in to0 desert when suddenly I1 I1relt
spasms and sickness

holliaHoHollloaloal old fellow how blue you
look remarked a companion sit-
ting next to me and as he spoke my
comrades shrank terror stricken
from me it needed no doctor to
tell me what was the matter the
cholera had seized melme

I1 was hastily conveyed to the tem-
porary hospital where our assistant
suisurgeongeon already had several cases of
the disease under treatment and I1
was laid on a ebarpoy I1 rapidly
passed from the first to the second
etastagee of that malady and by 9

adock at night the incessant vomit-
ing and purging hadbad reduced me to
a condition of weakness approaching
insensibility I1 was consumed by a
burning raging thirst but the
dresser disregarded all my entreaties
for a drink of water the system
of treatment for cholera in those
days allowed the patient nothing
more than j to have the lips moist-
ened occasionally with weak bran-
dy and water and this simply agaggra-
vated

gra
the torture and thirst nowa-

days champange is given and the
sufferer is now allowed to drink
pretty freely

the hospital was of course only
a pandal hastily constructed with
palmyrapalmyrit leaves with a large cuscus
mat at the entrance at each end
two large chattierchatties of water were
placed just outside each entrance

from which a coolie from time to
time threw a full on the
cuscus bathis so that the wind
blowing through the wet mats
might cool the temperature inside
the pandal this result certainly
was attained but at the cost of in-
tensifyinging the pangs of the patient
whose thirst was tantalized by
beai ing the splashing of the water

I1 hadbad begged swore and menaced
at intervals but no one paid the
slightest heed to me and I1 was
sinking into that condition of torpor
which is the immediate precursor
of the third and fatal stage of chol-
era when I1 heard voices in the
pandalpanda the assistant surgeon was
making his last round for the night
accompanied by the hospital dresser
with a violent effort I1 arouniarousedd my-
self and eagers listened for their
approach I1 wanted to hear my
fate pronounced

they stopped at length where I1
lay and the doctor examined my
body

mottled I1 heard him remark
to the dresser I1 was nearly deaf-
ened by the singing or rather drum-
ming in my ears so I1 lay perfectly
motionmotionlesslem so as not to let a single
word of what they might say escape
me if possible

he is insensible already the
doctor concontinuedtinned and will not last
long so will make six

make six I1 said to myself
make six what

six corpses of course fofor burial
at daylightday light tomorrow morning a
voice seemed to laugh out with
fiendish exultation

the dresser said something which
I1 could not distinctly hear but the
answer enlightened me as to the
subject they were discussing

oh yes there will be room
enough in fact for two more if
necessary 11

they had gone and the place was
in darkness save for the glimmer
of a cocoanut oil lamp I1 heard the
scratching of otles just out-
side the pandal

it was the noise made by the
camp followers who were digging a
commonCOMMOD grave for six of us ithavav
ing room for two more if necessary

I1I1 felt utterly stunned and quite
indifferent as to my fate which of
course I1 considered settled after
what the assistant surgsurgeoneon had said
my tongue was like a pipieceece of dry
leather in my mouth which hadbad
I1long since ceased to yield any saliva
to relieve the agonizing burning of
my throat and palate I1 could not
have made any sound hadbad I1 at-
tempted to do so but I1 did not try
for the attendants were all stretched
on the ground fast asleep I1 felt I1
was deserted left to die

I1 waswa beginning to wander I1
think and was back again in the
bright green english meadows
picking daisies with my little sifter
and so I1 should have parsed away
but just at that moment the coolies
who had finished ddigging the grave

my grave passed the entrance to
the pandal and one of them with
more consideration than his class
usually show threw a
of water on the cuscus tathi

it was like a galvanic shock to
me I1 resolved to have a drink at

any risk I1 hadbad to die BO00 aba
matter if I1 hastened mimy deatdeath a

hour or two by drinking cold Wwal
at least I1 should be relieved frolo

the torture of thirst and die happy
I1 tried to get up but I1 was Wtoa

weak to stand and fell down at onceone

then I1 reflected that I1 was dior
likely to be seen if I1 walked sodand if
detected in my attempt I1 should 0be

bbrought back and perhaps de
tostrapped down to die so I1 tried

crawl
I1 waswaa about ten minutes draggidragg

myself the forty feet from saymy I1cu

to the entrance and I1 wriggled

under the cuscus tathi likelik
snake

there were the chattchatticech attiesiee betor
melme I1 1

the first I1 seized was eempty pd
the disappointment nearly maae0

VIMartl
swoon but the second was D

full i threw my arms aroundaroUndit
and dragged myself to it 1I
my head into the delicious lip

tasopwater and devoured rather t
drank huge mouthfulsmouth fuls of the w
and heavenly fluid I1 felt iny
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ach swelling with the enow r
A

draughts I1 swallowed but
laughed and drank again and soo
I1 decked naught of life or
then a

at length I1 could drink W100
and then discipline asserted
I1 knew I1 hadbad no right to beaeo
there and I1 thought if I1 e
missed from my cot I1 shoushouldid DCbe

portedarted so I1 crept bacback tilethe baj
hadad come anaejI1 shortly afterafter fell in

a profound sleep
itt was broad daylight who

our
awoke and saw the assidyassistantant

aoids
geon and dresser standing uw
me doctorhow is this asked the I1da

pu
ought to have

deada feel
please sir said 1I T fado

abb

ing much better and have no
1 I

to make the sixth this agyg

he knew I1 had overoverheardbesl d 11181

bee
mark on the preceding affborry
smiled sadly and said 1I 1 tyoa00
to say there were six without fitL g

prw
but I1 cannot understand ao

uwyou are alive most
caryllnary I

0 I1 b
I1 rapidly recovered ananddas jotta

the pa nuttnever indulged in sordlers 90
country arrack sold to 00
lierehere I1 was soon quite strong rlod
I1 was made sergeant very so gaiay
remainedhed upwardwardv of ity
serving wwithafth different reyreg ho
out here but it was some kinle

recoveredacl
fore I1 boidtold anyone how I1 go
froimyfrom my attack of choleracholer da

an
ever I1 told the doctor one iyabo
about it and though heabdkilled

as
tbd

cold water ought to have ki abobo
I1 observed the poor billowsholjem

thwiwere in the hospital asterter
0off Trgot an extra allowance biadd

all my peopleae were to tore

scattered aariand I1 hadad no wiellwian y pea

turn to england so 1I tooltook 10
bid ob

sion and tthee bounties enabledts1
bainedtained added to myiny savingssaving i1 im80
me to buy this bit of lad ald
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doing well and have all Afaff
wish for to make him bapp y
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with their equals


