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last year which he considered

too much his property
in block 58 plat A was valued at

per front foot which was at
least per foot too much he
was also assessed on one foot more
than he owned

JJQ Kimball presented the follow-
ing statement

we the undersignedundersignerunder signed property
owners on first north street re-
spectfullyfully wish to call your attention
to the gross injustice done us bybythethe
city assessor in placing such exces-
sively andaid extravagantly high valu-
ations anon our property said valu-
ations being about double the
amount the property woula bring if
placed on the market today the va-
lueslues were from to per cent
higher than the prices fixed by the
county assessor and the county as-
sessor has advanced the value
per cent over last yearsyearns valuation
and we earnestly protest against
such injustice not only has our
property been raised to an excessive
value outbut it is valued higher than
other property in that locality and
particularly the property on the
north side of the street which a
reference to the assessors plat book
will show the north side of saidr street being in some instances 5050
percent lower our property is on
the south side of first north street
and being on a hill the lower side
would certainly be worth from
85 to 40 per cent less than the upper
side of the street we are willing
to pay our just and reason-
able proportion of the taxesx but protest against this
unreasonable and over esti-
mated valuation and we respect
fully ask that our valuations be
reduced to a just and equitable
value very respectfully T kes-
ler

kea-
ler jr C A E spence J H el-
dridge M H kimball J G kim-
ball J H lovendale

attached to this was a table show-
ing the total city valuation of the
property in question to be
while the county assessors valua-
tion was

the following persons asked to
have their taxes remitted on accountat count
of inability to pay PF sorensen
third ward 1028 ann alexan-
der fifteenth ward 15 mrs ann
sproat eighteenth ward
M G atwood eleventh ward
2280 mariam rose twelfth

ward 12 john kingdom nineni ne
ward 12 mrs A erskine

twentieth waraward 1728 henry
patten eleventh ward 1560

the board of equalization was
fairly deluged with protests against
assessor clutes valuations august

mayor scott presided and
councilmen lynn noble pem-
broke karrikarrickck pick-
ard heath and spafford were pres-
ent the railway companies made
vigorous protests and lawyers hark
nesa and williams denounced the
unjustU bat valuations

judge harkness took the floor
first and read the following state-
ment

the city council of salt lake
city sitting as a board of equalizeEqua liza
tion

the rio brandl western railway

company complains of the assess-
ment of the lots and blocks named
in the annexed schedule and asks
an abatement of the assessments
the system on which the assess-
ments is made as your petitioner
believes is erroneous and leads to
unjust and oppressive results the
lots are assessed the improvements
the track as another improvement
and the machinery separately in
assessing the lots no deduction is
made for the right of way which
should be a part of the mileage all
these lots are held for present or
future use in connection with the
whole line of road the company
cannot sell them and no one would
buy them what they might be
worth if the railroad is removed I1isS
notdot material for it is an impossible
case there must be a difference in
the conditions between property
held only for a special use and
which cannot be bought or sold and
hence has no market value and
property which can be bought and
sold and put to any use the owner
may choose the value by front
foot may be applicable to the latter
kind of property but such a system
of valuation should notdot apply to
property which cannot be sold by
the front foot and can only be soldso id
or used in connection by the whole
road the valuation by mileage
should cover all ohpth road used for
right of way and such accessories
as are necessary to operate the road
and as to other property for shops
etc it should be taxed at what it is
reasonably worth to the whole road
if property in the vicinity raises in
price the owner of railroad prop-
erty cannot get advantage of it
because it c ini annotnot sell

even if the assessment is right in
theory the valuation is 6050 per cent
too high the schedule annexed
shows the county valuation of the
same lots which was made at

and abated by the board of
equalization to the city
valuation on the same property is

about 45 per cent above
the county assessments the com-
pany regards county values too high
andana that the city valuation should
be reduced at least to that of the
county respectfully submitted

THE bio GRANDE WESTERN
RAILWAY co

per bennett marshall bradley
attorneys

attached to this statement was a
schedule showing in detail what waswais
set out in the statement

judge harknessHarkaess said that clutes
method of assessing railroad prop-
erty was altogether wrong and un-
warranted the statement read
was true and hebe suggested that if
the board was not familiar with the
IDIproperty they should apappointp a com-
mittee to investigate

mr williams followed next for
the union pacific and hebe was
armed with the following state-
ment
to the CW council of salt lakelaft AY

board of equalizationequalisation
gentlemen referring to the val-

uations for clcityty assessment for 1890
placed on the following items of
union pacific oregon short line

utah northern railway prop-
erty viz

block 8 plat A
miles track

and lot 4 block 6665
plat A and lot 56
block 6665 plat A

lots 2 3 4 and 65 block 98
plat A

lotsletb 1 7 and 8 and
lot 6 block 80 plat A

these valuations except on tract
1 are about 80 per cent greater than
the amounts placed on the property
by salt lake county and it is res-
pectfully asked that the valuations
be reduced as follows

on lands in block 83 A to
on lands in block 65 A to
on lands in block 98 A to
on lands in block 80 A to

we believe this request to be rea-
sonable after considering the cir-
cumstancescum stances the comparisons and
the principles which we think should
govern in assessing property of this
class

we believe that in assessing such
depot lands an allowance should be
made for a reasonable right of way
as belonging with the track and
being assessed with it separately at
a rate per mile we believe it to be
fair in such cases to allow a differ-
ence of at least per cent in favor
of the railway as against adjoining
business property as railway prop-
erty is used for railway purposes
only and the adjoining property is
affected favorably for business pur-
poses in a greater proportion by
reason of the location of railway
tracks

attention is called to the fact that
about one half the distance cov-
ered by the 6151 miles ateassessedessed at

per mile is outside the platted
limits of the city which districts
derive but little benefit from the
city tax and in which the city valu-
ations are generally understood to be
very properly we believe very

much lower than the Ccountyuday valua-
tions ten thousand dollars per
mile for track was the amount re-
turned by the company but at that
time there was general confusion
concerning the interpretation of the
new law etc and MADY valuations
at first placed on railroad property
have been decreased largely by the
various county boards of equalize
toontion

in view vf the above and in con
Bideration of the poor condition of
the track on january 1 1890 and
the reconstruction of the track and
yards now under way which will
make practically a new road before
next year we request a reduction
on track to per mile if the
distance is allowed to stand as at
present assessed

very respectfully
ALIBERTALBERT WOODCOCK

tax auditor
P L WILWILLIAMSMAms attorney
mr williams said that from the

earliest times the tax gatherer hadbad
been an unpopular personage and
mr clute bid fair to increase the
ancient odium attached to the of-
fice he had proceeded to assess
railroad property not authorized by
law

mr williams also objected to
clutes assessment on the capital
stock etc of the utah national
bank that institution commenced


