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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

OBSEHRVING SAURED DAYS.

There are perversions of jaw and or-
der which not only escape the infiie-
tions in such case made and provided
but are encouraged and upheld by those

whose moral {f not legal duty 1t should
be to frown down if they cannot sup-

press.  All violations of Sunday laws
and ordinances belong In this category,
but it was not the deslgn to speak dis-
tinetively of them; they have become
s0 common that denunelation or even
mild eritieism would be iooked upon as
an altogether old-fogylst piece of work.
There are two other days in Lthe vear to
which some degree of sacredness should
attach and be recognized If not ob-
served; ‘these =are ‘Decoration and
Thanksglving days, one set apart as an
occasion for remembering the dead who
perished that the Unfon might survive,
the other a time deslgnated by the head
of the government and relterated by
the heads of the states, in which the
people without distinetion of party or
creed are called upon to give acknowl-
edgement and praise to the Author of
the blessings bestowed upon us.

This {a the most thoroughly clvliized
and enlightened nation iIn the wonrld.
The basis of 1ts wonderful growth and
development has been spiritual reliance
coupled with physical effort both intel-
ligentiy dirceted and persistently main-
tained. While It Is by no means® a na-
tion whoily consecrated to Christianlty,
while the faet is {hat there iz an ele-
ment who affect to or in reality have
no belief in a Supreme Belng or 2 von-
tlnuous state of exlstence, 1t still re-
mains that this elass achleve thelr
principal prominence by reason of not
belng very numerous and, paradoxleal
ag it may appear,belng kept in the back-
ground. Certain it is that none of them
has ever attalned to the Presldency of
the United States and very few are
ever chosen ohle! magistrates of states
or clties. The resson for this ig that
deep down In the hearts of the great
majority of the American people there
Iz a distrust of those who repudiate the
great firat cause and make mockery of
those things which by reason of their
origin and the subject to which they re.
late are fnvested with more or less of
sacredness, and the pople do not care
to have such men as politieal rulers or
chiefs. We then find a rellglous senti-
ment pervading the masses and Chriatl-
anity in one or another of its formsa be-
Ing the corner-gtone of the great natlon-
al fabrie. This Is manifested varlously
but in no way more strikingly than in
the setting apart of the days spoken of
and the ttmanimity with which they
are observed everywhere throughout

the land. Tt ls not: peeullar to any
place but in almost every
part of this free country

that the perversions above spoken of
erop out. These are due to thoge whn
are the dlsbelievers spoken of and the
unwillingness of the other class to
seem ‘to be oppressive or blgoted and
who prefer on all oceasions
to extend bo wllithe rights of free agen-
¢y and unrestricted aetlon. It does
not follow, ‘however, that so mueh in
the way of actual approval of tmproper
deportment ghould obbain as {g the case.
Nor does It of necesaity follow that all
should seek a place of worship {n or-
der to escape ecnsure, although such
ohservance for a raasonable time would
not only be altogether commendable
from a religiously soclal standpoint Lut
stridtly in consonance wilh the reccom-
menda'lion of the Presldent and the
governor as well. It i3 the Other ex-
treme of conduct belng praetleed that
occaslons

forth. Those who do not ecare to listen
10 an address or hear singing befitting
the day ecan at least refrain from ex-
ceggive and harmful indulgences to lLe
followed by bolsterous wand unseemly
hikarlty: ‘they, in fact. owe it to those
who own as much of the gtreets and
othrer publlc places as they themselves
do 'to let serenity ‘prevail therein and
not take adwantuge of the tulerance
shown to make ‘the time hideous.
Memerial day Ia seldom an exempli.
fication of Its name and purpese, if at
all. Except to a very few, It is taken
advanhage of by ‘the pleasure-loving
element, who constitute a visihly great
majority Of all who make any kind
of observance whatever, 't0 be less than
usial an occadion for turming tthe mind
gratefully to those of our countrymen
who repose
"ITnder the aod and the dew,
Walting the judgment day.”
It iz not the cause of the holyday but
'the exidtence of 'a holiday that occuples
the minds of ‘those who make It a time
for revelry, riotous pastimes and un-
regirained Indulgence. And being 'in.
appropriate and ill-timed on Decoration
day, such things are sinful perversions
of Thanksgiving day. Tt is, as stated,
@ recognized thing that each engage in
his own preferred manner of observ-
ance, but no one has a right to carry
such privilege to the poimt of being ob-
noxious to others. In plain terms, a
certaln degree of propriaty should be
enforced whers [t !s not voluntarily
practiced.

KAIPS FOR UNCLE RAM.

Admira! Dewey, It scems, has quietly
contracted with a Hongkong company
for the ralzing and repairing of three
Spanish ships, for the sum of $500,000.
Two of these, Isla de Cuba and Isla de
Luzon, are now eafely docked at Ca-
vite, and the third, Donr Juan de Aus-
tria, {8 probably also afloat.

That s business.

The three gunboatls are eald o be ad-
mirably siited for the purpose of pro-
teoting the interests of the United
Statea in the Philipplnes and along the
Asiatic coast. The two are gigter ships
of 1,040 tons, 200 feet long 30 feat beam
and 11 feet 6 Inches dmaft. They are
deserlibed asx made of steel, wilh twin
acrews, good protectlve decks and a
battery of twelve guns and three wor-
peda tubes. Thelr speed under forced
draft is 16.8 lonots.

Admiral Dewey has proved himself a
man of aectlom and mot of words, ever
since the memorable day on which he
entered the Manila bay om imporbant
business. and he has added ome more
proof of this characteristic. Unale
HSam has by hls prompt aoctlon re-
cefved a valuable addition to ibhe navy
in @ place where ships will be much
needed.

LIFE A MYBTENY,

An address by Professor Japp, in
whleh he endeavors to show that or-
ganie nature !s fundamentally distinet

from fnorganic nature, has stirred up
biologista conslderably, says the Liter-
ary Digeat. The questlon {8 an import-
ant one, for {f it ls proved that inor-
ganle matter eannot "'spontaneously”
assume the forms of living beings, the
evolution theory inds a chasm which it
cannot br¥dge. Professor Japp takes
the ground that In )lving matter we al-
ways have one kind of one-slded mole-
cular strueture, while in dead matter
we have elther symmetrical structure

the animadversion called <or & mixture of oppositely one-sided

muolecules. He believes the molecules
in this mixture cannot he separated by
any force, except life.

This statement has called out a reply
by the venerable phllosopher Herbert
Spencer, who refutes the argument of
Profesgor Japp, but also expresses his
belief that life is in its ultimate nature
incomprehensible, After stating hls ob-
Jections to the arguments advanced he
SAYS:

"I do not draw attention to this truth
for Lhe purpose of showing the ade-
quacy of the physico-chemical Interpre-
tation of life, hut for the purpose of
showing the Inadequacy of Professor
Japp's argument agalnst it. My own
belief iz that nelther inierpretation Is
adequate. A recently issued, revised
and enlarged edltlon of the first volume
of the ‘Principles of Bjology' contalns
a chapter on ‘The Dynamical Element
in Life," fn whleh I have contended that
the theory of a vital prineiple falls and
that the physico-chemiecal theory also
fails; the corollary belng that in its ul-
timate nature life is incomprehensijble."

Thls eonclusion of the eminent phil-
osepher 1s recommended to the eareful
attention of those who are under the
impression that “evolution™ is a sesame
opening wide the doora of the great
mystery of creation. In the Mosale ae-
count the tramsition from inorganie
creatlon to the springing into existence
of vegetatlon and animal life is aseribed
to a divine creative act. The appearance
of man on earth Is similarly accounted
for, B8elence has not heen able to fur-
nish any better explanation of these
stages of creation. To the best of her
exponents the mystery remains Incom-
prehensible. There is no other satis-
factory explanation than that furnished
by the inspired author of Genesis.

AN IMPERIAL PLEASANTRY,

It there is one man more 'than any
other In all this biz, broad world who
occupljes greuter space and abimects
mnre attentlon than any other, that
peraon is Willlam III, emperor of Ger-

many. A correspondent of the
Chicage Chroniele had an unre-
stricted wview of hig majesty on

hoard the royal yacht Hohenzollern at

Venlce, while the vessel was onp the
way to bhe Holy Liand. Wlillilam was
on the promenade deck and was In
what Is Known as one of his frisky

moods, when all at once and withoult
warning he Munched out his righit arm
and landed squarely on the sotar plex-
us of his brother-in-lasw, Prince Albert
of Sechleswig-Holstein. The corres-
pondent desoribes the event as having
been stactling and ludlcrous; If  the
feelinga of the younger prince were {n.
corporated into the deseription, doubt-
lees the element of painfulness would
also figure.

A portion of the narrative is as fol-
lows:

“Through ‘the erowd the Empress Au-
gusta Vivtoria, a kindly faced woman
garbed In blackand Queen Margherita,
who had an equally pleasant counte-
nance and who wore a lMiac colored
toitette, circulated arm in arm, gra=-
clously acknowledging the salutations
of the mallants about them. I've seen
“lady stenographers” who assumed
more airs. The 'two regal dames paused
In thelr promerade ‘to ‘halk to a tall
young’'galllard in dazzling helmet and
plumes who was trying to 'brace up
under the adulations of a bevy ¢of young
wpmen of the court. The youth was
Alhert of Schleswig-Holstein,brother of
Augusta Vetorla.who had preceded the
imperial suite %0 Venice. Presently the
emperor, followed by the king. stepped
jauntily out upon the deek. Instantly
there was a sort of a ‘Hallo, BH! Hello.
Al greeting lLetWween the young war



