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OBSERVING SACRED DAYS

there are perversions of law and or-
der which not only escape the inflict
tlona in such case made and provided
but are encouraged and upheld by those
whose moral if not legal duty it should
be to frown down if they cannot sup-
press all violations of sunday laws
and ordinancesohlin ances belong in this categorycafegory
but it was not the design to speak dis-
tinctivelyively of them they have become
so common that denunciation or even
mild criticism would be looked upon as
an akaltogethertogether old piece of work
there are two other days in the year to
which some degree of sacredness should
attach aad be recognized if not ob-
served these are decoration and
thanksgiving days one set apart as an
ococcasioncaslon for remembering the dead whoperished that the union might survive
the other a time designated by the head
of the government and reiterated by
the heads of the statstatestes in which the
people without distinction of party or
creed are called upon to give
ed gement and praise to the author of
the blessings bestowed upon us

this is the most thoroughly civilized
and enlightened nation in the world
the basis of its wonderful growth and
development has been spiritualtuan reliance

with physical effort both intel-
ligentlyli directed and persistently main-
tainedfied while it is by no indansmeans a na-
tion wholly consecrated to christianity
while the fact is that there is an ele-
ment who affect to or in reality have
no belief in a supreme being or a con-
tinuous state of existence it still re-
mains that this class achieve their
principal prominence by reason of not
being very numerous and paradoxical
asaa ltit may kept in the back-groundgrou ild certain it is that none of them
has ever attained to the presidency of
the united states and very few are
ever chosen chief magistrates of states
or cities the reason for this is thatdeep down in the hearts of the greatmajority of the american people there
toIs a distrust of those who repudiate thegreat first cause and make mockery of
those things which by reason of theirorigin andaad thehe subject to which they re-
late are investedinvented with more or lessleas of
sacrednessredness and the do not careto have suchauch men as political rulers orchiefs we then find a religious senti-ment pervading the masses and christi-anity in one or another of its forms be-
ing the clcornerornercornerstonestone of the great nation-
alal fabric this Is manifested variously
but in no way more strikingly than inthehe settingset tang apart of the days spoken ofand the unanimity with they
are observed everywhere throughout
the land it Is not peculiar to any
place but in almost everypart olfof this free country
that the perversions above spoken ofct
cilocrofpoutwet these are due to those whoweare the disbelievers spoken of and theunwillingness of the other class tosom to be oppressive or bigoted findand
who prefer on all occasionstons
to extend tobo adl the rights of freiefree agen-
or

agen-
cyZ N and unrestricted action it doesdoea
not follow however that sono much tnjn
the way of actual approval of improper
deportment should asafi tois the maewrnor does necessity follow that all
should seelseek L place of in or-
der to escape censure afthough suchservanceoervance for a reasonable time wouldotot only be altogether commendable
fxfrompm laia religiously social standpoint but

in with the rescom
Mmendt loii of the president and the

sis well it toIs the other ex
me of condconductcondretdet being practiced that

fone tilethe called

forth those who do not carecaire to
to an address or hear singing bealbefittingating
the day can at leastleast refrain from ex-
cessive and harmful indulgences to be
followed by boisterous and unseemlythey in fact owe it to those
who own as much of the streets and
otherolther public places as they themselves
do to let serenity prevail therein and
not take advantage of the tolerance
shown to make the time hideous

memorial day is seldom an exempli-
ficationfi of its name and purpose itif at
all except to a very few itft is taken
sdadvantagevantage of by the pleasure loving
element who constitute taa visibly great
majority of all who make any kind
of observance whatever tofo be less than
usual an occasionocoa sion for turning ahe mind
gratefully to of our countrymen
who repose

under the sod and the dew
waiting the judg merit day

it is not the cause of the holyday but
the xistencece of a holiday that occupies
the minds of those who make it a time
for revelry riotous pastimes and un-
restrainedrea trained indulgence and being in-
appropriate bandand ill timed on Decadecantationnation
dayclay such things are sinful perversions
of thanksgiving day it is as stated
a recognized thing ahalt each engage in
hishie own preferred manner of observ-
ance but no one has a right to carry
such privilege to the point of being ob-
noxious to others in plain terms a
certain degree of propriety should be
enforced where it is not voluntarily

iced

SHIPS FOR UNCLE SAM

admiral dewey lit seems has quietly
contractedoal with a Honghongtongkong company
for the raising aind repairing of three
spanish ships torfor the sum of
two of these isla de cuba and isla de
luzoraluza areape nowmow safely dockedclocked sitart ca-
vite and the abird don juan de aus-
tria laIs probablybably also afloat

that is business
the three gunboatsgun boats arevaldare said to be ad

suited torfor the purpose of pro-
tectingteoting the of the united
states in the and along the
Aellaasiatictle COWLcoart the two are slater ships
of 1040 tonetoms feet lomg 30 feet beam
and 11 feet 6 inches they tareare
described as made wtof steel with twinotwin
screws good protective decks anniand laa
battery of twelve guns sad three tor-
pedo tabes their speed under forced
draft is innoes

admiral dewey has proved himself a
man of action and not of wordswards ever
since tinethe memorable day woon which he
entered the mantlemanila bay on Importimportantaut
business and he has added oneme more
proof of this characteristic cadle
aamam ha by his prompt re-
ceived a valuable cUtionad to theithie navy
toit taa place where shships will be much
needed

LIFE A MYSTERY

an addressaddreas by professor japp I1inn
which he endeavors to show that or-
ganic nature is fundamentally distinct
from inorganicInorgazic nature hasbas stirred up
biologists considerably says the liter-ary digest the question Is an import-
ant one torfor if it Is proved that inor-
ganic matter cannot spontaneously
assume the forms of living beings the
evolution theory findsfindon chasm which it
cannot bridge professor japp takes
the ground that in living matter we al-
ways have one kind of one sided mole-
cular structure while in dead matter
we have either symmetrical structure
or a mixture 0f one sided

molecules he believes the moleemoleculeweb pt
in this mixture cannot be separated iffbt aany force except life

this statement has called out a91 reply
by the venerable philosopher herherbertspencer who refutes the argument ot 1
professor japp but also espreexpressesa hagb
belief that life is in its ultimateultimatte nnature 1

incomprehensible after stating his ob 1

to the arguments advanced he
q

says S
1I do not draw attention to this trutruty f

for the purpose of showing the ade z1 S
of the physicochemicalchemical interinterpf

tation of life but for the purpose t
showing the inadequacy of professor ekjapps argument against it my own
belief is that neither interpretation ifis
adequate A recently issued revisedrevia ett
and enlarged edition of the first volume
of the principles of biology contain
a chapter on the dynamical beemen ti Jin life in which I1 have contended that
the theory of a vital principle falls and
that the chemical theory altoalso
fallsfails the corollary being that in its ul
tima te nature life is incomprehensible rv

this conclusion of the eminent
Is recommended to the careful

attention of those who are under theimpression that evolution is a sesame
opening wide the doors of the great
mystery of creation in the mosaic aac 1

count the transitransition from inorganic
creation to the springing into exIsteexistencenW
of vegetation and animal life is ascribedascribeflto a divine creative act the appearance
of man on earth is similarly accounted
for science has not been able to furlfur 1
nih any better explanation of thstages of creation to the best of cefh 1

1

exponents the mystery remains inc
there is no other satissatin

factory explanation than that furnisr
by the inspired author of genealgenesis

AN IMPERIAL pleasantry
tfif there is one man more than aaa

other in all this big broad world arik

occupies greater space and abam
more attention than any other biah
person is william III emperor okof ge
many A correspondent olf til
chicago chroniclee hadhia d an uunas
stricterstricted view of his q
board the royal yacht
venice while the vessel was on hi
way to bhe haly dand william mi
on the promenade deck and was
what is known as one of NIS trwfri

when all at once and wil th
warning he launched out his right as
and landed squarelysquiarely on the solar fuus of his brother in laia prince alall
of schleswig holstein the ecorr
pondent describesdeao ribes the event as haahiag
been startling and ludicrous itif i

feelings of the younger priniceprince were
into the description ddon

less the element of painfulness wot
also figure

A portion of uhethe narrative Is13 asan
lows

through the crowd the empresselm press
gustogusta VIvtorla a kindly faced waoa
garbed in blackensblackblackendand queen margh
who had an equally pleasant coucout
nanice and who wore a ileac ool
tollettetoilettetoilette circulated arm in arm
clouspy acknowledging uhe salu
of the gallants about them ive
lady stenographers who asahsu

more airs the two daines pa
in their lade to talk to a
young galliardgall lard in dazzling helmet n

plumes who was trying to bracece
under the of a bevy off yot
women of the court the tb
albert of schleswig alu
augusta Victoria who had preceprecederddai
imperial suitesui tetoto venice presently t
empeiempet followed by the king ste
jauntily out upon the deck 1

there was a sort of a haukoHeljio bill B
al greeting between the young


