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OF THE OLIOLD COVENANT

A lowfew days ago the remark was
toadsmade in these columns that evi berces
for the christian religion were multi-
plying as the attacks on it were ren-
dered more severe rodand I1thehe scientific
weresearchessearches that apparently cupply
grounds of aelsault alsoajeo furnish material
for strengthening the position there
in8 a strong probability ebat this fact
will receive additional proof by future
researches indication are that crotto
ebe alooanclefit repositoriesdepositoriesdeposit orieeories of countries

almost unknown will arise
il witnesses for theabe truth decisive

andnd unimpeachable
according to scientific siftingsbiati nee quot-

ed in theabe millennial star we may lookiok
to abyssiniaAbye sinia for some valuable ducov
erieries bearing on questions now in dis-
puteute among chitka of the bible the

Isia said to have given
tolahis consentelot to the opening of the

of the kkingdom to a commie
aioo 0 european scientist as soon as

shall be irereokored to LIB1118 country
the pruprobablebable importance of abib may
toeite gathered from abo following

A widespread tradition of the moslem
world asserts that it is within the ancient
vaultsaults of thisthin structure that theara of the
covenant is preserved along with the
tobcabledlesofof stone containing the teriten conicom

and which moses brought
down from mount sinai the seven
branched candlestick of gold which
Afigured in the holy of holies of the
temple of solomon at jerusalem tois
saidasid to be immured in these vaults
which are also known to contain a

enaes of ancient pappapyriyA and other manu
scripts that are in an excellent statestale of
preservationresseeovationtion but have never been trans-

latedced or annotated
it lain no mere vague tradition handed

down from father to son which has trans-
mittedanit ted to generations otof abyssiniansAbyssinians the
story of how these priceless treasures
amme to repose in the cathedral of axum
the story of their procurement by the
kulers of the country and of their being

N
i deposited within thesetheme sacred vaults I1is

specific particular and detailed it iis
told howbow they werewece brought from
jerusalem by the founder of

I1 the present reigning dynasty the first of
the emperors menelikMenAllk who was the son
orof king solomon of israel and of
that biblicalil queen of sheba this
original manelik is by some thought
toco be referred to in the song
ofef solomon although as authentic

teaches born after the return of
hisbin mother to herbar own dominion he was
brought up at the court of his latherfather at
Jerusajerusalemliam he remained there until the
firstarst destruction and sacking of jerusa
jemism and the pillage of the temple of
solomon by Sh ishak king of egypt

before the destruction of
the temple menelik fled back to abys-

iniainia he carried with him for safe-
keeping the treasures of that structure
which were threatened with seizure and
defilementleme ut it is positively asserted by
ababyssinian tradition that be carried
back with him the tabtableslesofof stonettestostonenetheabe
ark of the covenant and the neven
bravebranchedtied candlestick these he de-
posited tnin the interior of the huge
granite pile which constitutes the
Apodestaledestal of the ancient abyssinian
templeample of axum long antedatingante dating the

hr era Qand where the rulers of
f ethiopia have been crowned from the

arl lest times the present cathedral of

axum is built on the summit of a species
of granite pyramid the remnant of a
heatbeathlien temple that formerly occupied
this site it is within the interior of this
pyramid that the vaults are situated
which king menelik has now promised
to throw open

the cathedral of axum is but one of
the deporepositoriesdepositoriesdepositories of biblical treasures
which menelik offers to open up to the
modern scientific world for investigation
it is believed that he will open up for the
first priceless treasures that have
for thousands of yearsyeara been jealously
preserved on the holy island of debra
sinan located near the center of the
great inland sea or lake of zuni in
the southern portion of the king-
dom otof shiah this island is reputed
sacred not only among the
themselves but also throughout the
moslem world and it is to this probably
that must be attributed the fact that not
withstanding the innumerable wars that
have raged in abyssinia for at leastlease 18180000
years past the sanctity of the island
never has been violated by either
christian or infidel this land of debra
Sinanthe abyssinian rendering of mount
sinai is inhabited and guarded entirely
by monks as ignorant and fanatic asan are
all the abyssinian clergy but who when
once they take up their residence on the
island are never permitted to leave it
againagain in fact the soil otof the island
had never been trodden by the foot of
any layman two yearsyearn ago
when emperor menelik himself at-
tended by a few of his principal ras or
generals and escorted by a strongly
armed bodyguard crossed the waters
of the lake and landed on its shores the
bodyguard remaining in the boats ready
for emergency according to the dusky
monarchs own account the vaults coff the
monastery which is of enormous size
and built upon rock are filled with
papyri and parchmentsparch ments and books of
every description the books are be
lieveld to0 o have been sent thither at the
time of the mohammedan invasion of
abyssinia in the sixteenth century but
the parchparchmentsmmentsants are declared to bail from
the world famed library olof alexandria
which was dispersed in the seventh cen-
turytur by the mohammedan caliph omarthethe papyri evidently date from a much
earliearlierer era and probably relate to that
period when the emperors of ethiopia
ruled not only over abyssiniaAby esmia but also
over egypt their domination of the lat-
ter country being pictured by many a
sculpture and painting on the pyramids
and temples in the land of the nile

it Is more than possible that the
opening of the old archives of abys
sinia meymay not bring to light allail the
treasures indicated by tradition still
enough is known to center interest loin
thebe contests of those vaults the
author of the second book of the maemac
catecatesa states that be bad loudd toin the
records that the prophet jeremiah
concealed the tabernacle or large tent
thathat served for religious worship dur-

ing the wanderings ot israel in the
wildwildernesswilderernestneet and also the irkark and the
altar of incense toese sacred relicsrelice
were taken to a mountain cave anu
carefullyCarfcart fullylully induce I1 becore
it e debtdestructionruction of aatujerusalemadem by the

later bhi wever jeremiah
and baruch went to egypt where
the history of the prophet toia lost except
for the tradition that hebe there sufferedbuffered
death at the hands of hisbig own people
the questiontion isia whether he carried the
sacred implements of worship with

him to egypt in which case they
might have found their way to tnabe
edifice of the ethiopianlan king at allventsevents theabe record deterredretrelerred to by theauthoru abor otof the book of Maccab eee statesstate
that the prophet jeremiah hadbad
left a prediction to the effect that theplaceolace of their concealment should hebe
unknown until the time that godgd
gather hishi people again together audand
receive them unto mercy then shall
abe lord showebow them these things andndthe glory of the lord shall appear aridandthe cloud alsoalev asaa it waswae showed untomoser endand asae when solomon desired
that the place might be honorably
sanctified 11 2 maemac 2 7 8

in view of tniethis ancient traditiontion thecoming researches in abyssinia are oftoe greatest possiblepoeaible interestinte reet

SCIPIO 4 diphtheria
making fullfall allowance for excite

went on the part of a physician who
realizes theibe dangerous naturelature of
alphdiphtheriatheria the report of dr J g
witcher still tois of a mostmoat alarming

terler to the extent that an inves-
tigationti should be made at once as tothe conditions be describerdee oribe he sayasay
that at scipio millard county there
are thirty six oasescases of diphtheria of
a malignant form and that itIs spreading so rapidly that ninenownew eases were reported during hla
abr e atay in the lowitt he alsoalao
says that there inie at present noDO restric-
tion whatever thatmat would tood to prproavent the spread otof the disease anda Udalleges as the cause of the spiepidemicderulle
the disgustingly filthy condition of ata

reservoir from which the people orofscipio secure water
while there may be no question anaa

to the prevalence of diphtheria in the
town named we fear it toIs not safeeafe tosay that there isia no restriction what-
ever to prevent the spread of the
disease scipio is situated in a fertile
and beautiful valley and its people are
intelligent and enterprising it isfg
hardly credible that intelligent
people having the affection
of parents torfor chilchildrendrell would
observe the concondition described with-
out endeavoring to prevent spread
of the disease even itif the city IN

ceals are soBO culpable asaa not to enforce
quarantine regulations parents cancallsurely not be suat neglectfulneglectfui as the re-
port would Indindicateicat it tois quaquallylly

to imagine that the people
could have been informed of thehe

disgustingly filthy condition 19

of the reservoir spoken of
perhaps they have been careless of
their reservoir but the present condi-
tion

t 1

of the water supply cannot be
changed so radically iromfrom what it hbaa
been for years as to cause all the
trouble if there has been or Is culpa
wilty it to be pointed out but we
should be careful not to be too severe
at a time when people are susufferingerin
irom a dread malady wherein there
has laen neglectDeglect there be laaim
mediate reformation and other places
should be guarded by
sulfide against ttheb 0 spread
of the disease action upon this
line should be prompt and effective
but it does not always do to
attribute diphtheria tpto exterior un
cleanliness or carelessness the facts
willwiil not sustain the claim diphtheria


