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BELICS OF THE.OLD COVENANT. | Axum i built on thosammit of a species

A few doys aygo the remnrk was
wmade tn there columbe that evidences
Jor the Christian religlon , were mulli-

Piylng ap the altacke on it wWere ren-
«dered more eevert; and the sclentifie
Tesenrches that apprrently rupply
®rounds of aegault aleo furnieh weterial
for atrengthening the position. There
J& a strongz probabiilty toat this facl
wwii} receive additinnal pronof by fulure
rerearchee, Indication are Lhat from
ibe ancieat depositories of connlries
ditherto almoest unknown wIll} arise
historic witnessee for the lruth, degisive
-Apd unimpeachable,

According 1o Beientiflc Biftings guol-
-ed In the Millennial Biar, we may lonk
*to Abysesinia for sotne valusble disgov-
-#@rles beariny on questions now in dis-

puts smong erltics of the Bihle, The
Negus Meselik Ja sald to hnve glven
bie consenl tn the openlog of the
archives of the kingdom (o a commis.
silonn Eu rupzan ecientlsty, as #oou a8
peace rhull be restored to bis counliy,
The prububle jmpurtance of thls may
“be gathered from the followipg:

A widespread tradition of the Moslem
‘world asseris 1bat it is within the ancient
vauits of this siructnre that theArk of the
Covensnt is preserved, along «ith 1he
tabler of stune contsining the Ten Coni-
mundments, and whieh Morea brought
down [rom Mount 8inai, The =zaven-
©branched capdieatick of gold, which
figured in the Holy of Holies of the
Temple of Solomon at Jerusalem, is
said to be immured in these vaults,
which are als0 kpnown to contain a
amass of ancieut papyri and otber mann-
scripts that are ib anp excellent siate of
preservation, but have never been trans-
1ated or annotated, "

It is no mere vague tradition handed
~down from father to son waich bhas trans-
miited to generations ot Abyssiniapns the
story of how Lhese priceless treasures
-came 1o repose in the cathedral nf Axum.
The story of their procurement by the
rulers of tbe country and of their being
-feposited within tbese sacred vaulls is
specifie, particalar and detailed, It is
told .bow (hey were brougbt [rom
-Jerusalem toAbyssinin Ly the founder of
the present reigning dynasty, the tirat of
the emperors, Menelik, who wans the sou
©of Kipg Solemon of Isracl and nof
that biblical Queen of Sheba. Thils
original Manelik is by some thought
t0 be referred to in the Song
of Solomon, Althongh, as anthentic
hlslory tenchen, born after the retnrn of
hiis mother to her own dominion, he was
brought up at the court of his tather at
Jeoruenlem. Ho remained there until the
first destruclion and racking of Jerusa-
lom, apd the plilage of the Temple of
Solomon by Sbishak, king of Egypt.
Tmmediately before the destroetion of
the tomple Mepelik flad back to Abys-
ainla. He carried with him for safe-
keeping the treasnres of that sirucinre,
which were threatened with seizure and
deflloment. It i= positively *assorted by
Abyssinian tradition that bhe carried
bagk with bhim the tables of etoue, the
Ark of (be Covenant, and the meven-
branched candlestick. Theees he de-
posiled in the interior of the buge
graoito pile which constitoies the
pedestal of the ancient Abyssinian
temple of Axum, long ante-dating the
Christian era, and where the rulers of
Ethiopia bave been crowned from the
~@arlieat times, The present cathedral of

of granite pyraomid, the remnant of -8
beatheu templc that formerly ocecopied
this site. It is within 1he interior of this
pyramid that the vaunlts are situated
which King Menelik has now promised
to throw open.

The cathedral of Axum is but one of
the deposiiories of hiblical tremsures
which Menelik offers to open- op to the
meoedern sgientific world for investigation.
1t is believed that he will open up for:he
Hirst timethe priceless treasures 1hat have
for thousands ol years been jealously
preserved on the holy islapd of Debra
sjnan, locasted near the cenier of the
great inldnd sea or lake of Zuni, in
the sogthern portion of the king-
dom ot 8hoah, This island is reputed
sscred not only among the Abyasinians
themselves, but also throughont the
Moslem world, aud it is (o this probably
that must be attributed the fact that, not-
withstandihg the [npumerable wars that
bave raged In Abyseinia for at least 1,800
Years pust,1he sanclity of the island
never has been violated by either
Christinn or infidel. This land of Debra
Sinan,the Ahysainian rendering of Mount
8inai, s inhabited snd guarded entirely
by mouoks as ignorant and fanatic as are
all the Abyssinian clergy, but who,when
once they 1ake up their residence on the
island, are never permitied to leave 1t
again. In facr, the soll of the island
had never heen tredden by the foor of
any laywan untlili two years ago,
when Emperor Menelik himself, at-
tended by a few of his prineipal raa or
venerals, apd eacoried by a strongly
armed bodyguard, vrossed the waters
of the lnke and lnnded on its shores, the
bodyguard remaining in the boais ready
for emergency. According to the dusky
menatrch’s ewn acconut the vaults of the
mouastery, which is of enormous size
and built upen rock, are filled with
papyri and parchments and books of
every description. 'T'he books are be-
lieved to have been renl thither at the
time of the Mobammedan invasion of
Abyssinia, in the sixteenth century, hut
the parchments are declared to hail from
the world-famed library ot Alexandria,
which was dispersed ip the seventi cen-~
Llury by the Mobammedan ¢aliph, Omar.
The papyri evidently date from & much
earlier era, and probably relate to that
period wioen the emperers of Ethiopin
ruled not only over Abyssinia, but also
nver Egypt, thelr domination of the lat-
ter country being pictured by many
soulpiure snd painting on the pyramid
and temples in the land of the Nile. -

It i more than possible that the,
opeuning of the old ‘archives of ; Abys-
sinla mey not bring to Jlight ail the
treaenres indleated by tradition; still,
epcugh is known to center interest io
the g¢ontesta of tboee vanlte, The
auther of the secoud book of (De Mac-
cabein alates that be bad “*found in the
recurds? tbat the Prophet Jeremiah
concesled the Tabernacle, or lurge teut
‘hat served for religious worship dur-
ing the wanderings ot Isrsel in the
wildernese; aud aJan the srk apd the
aitar of 1peense, Toese pacred relice
were teken (o B mouniain cave ana
careluily  hidubu  ghor)y  beiore
tt e deetruction of Jetuaslem by the
Chaldeave, Luter, nvwever, Jeremiush
sud Baruch went to Egypt, where
the history of the Prophet s lpst exgept
for the tradition that he there euflered
denth at the hande of hie own people,
The question is whelber he carrled the

sacred jmplements of worshlp. with

—

him to Egypt, In which care they
might bave found their Way to tpg
edifice of the Ethioplun king., At a)j
events, the record referred to by the
auther of the book of Maccabees stateg
that the Prophet Jeremlsh hag
left a predletion to the eflect tbhat (he
place of their covceaiment should e
unkoown, **‘antil the time that @,q
gather His people again together, anyg
recelve them unto merey. Tbeb shaj)
the Lord sbow them these thinge, ang
the glory of the Lord shull appear, ang
the cloud alar, ar It was showed ungg
Morer, end a8 when Bolomon desirag
that the piace might be l:nonornb]:,r
sapcttfied,”” (2 Mae, 2: 7,8.)

Iu view of tnis ancient trudition, the
cominy researchea in Abyerinia are of
toe greatest posslble Interest,

>

SCIr10°s DIPHTHERLA,

Makiog full alilnwance for excite.
went on the part of & physician whg
realizen the - dabgerour Dalure or

diphtherin, the report of Dr. J, §
Witeher ellll 18 of & most nlarmip
charadter, 10 the rxtent that sn lnvey.
tigation shonld be mude st once as g
the conditions he deeoriber. He payg
that at Beipto, Millard county, thery
are thirty-six osses of dipbtheria of
a malignant form, and that §;
le epreading 8o rapldiy thet npjng
new c¢aren were rejoried during hi,
three daye’ etay in thetuwn., Hae nleg
esye thiat ‘‘Lhere 15 at present no restyje.
llun wnatever Inat Would tend to pre.
vent the spread ol the dafsease;”? and
alleges ae the cauee of the epidemig
**Lhe uisgustiogiy filthy copdition of 5
reservoir from which the people of
Belpln regure water,??

While there may be no question ag
to the prevalence of diphtheria in the
wwuo uamed, we fear it i noteale tg
eay that there 18 no reetriction what.
ever to prevent the spread of the
dlseace. Beiplo is situated in a ferg)le
and beautitui vailley, and ite people yrg

intelligent and euterprising, It je
hardly | credible thut Jutelligegg
people, baviog the sflection
of parents for ohlldren, woulg

vbeerve the condition described witp.
out endeavoring to prevent the APread
oi the disease. Even Il the city off.
alails are ko culpzble &8s not to enforge
quatrantine regulatione, parents onp
surely not be su neglectful a8 the re.
port wouid juodicate. It i8 tquaily
wifficulc to Imaglue that the peoplw

could bave heen Informed of the
ssdisgustingly fidthy condition *?
of the TERBE¥OIr spoken of,

Perbaps they have been csareleps py
thejt reservoir, but the present copudi.
tion of the water supply cannot bg
chenged ro radically lrom what It hag
been for yesre a8 to CAUse all (he
trouble. If tbhere bas been or Ie culpe-
pility it cught to be pointed out; but we
abhould be careful Dot to be tov severe
at 2 time when peeple are auflering
troma & dread malady., Wherein there
bas Leen negleci, tuere shoulu he tm-
mediate reforntion, and other places
sbouid be curefully pusrded by quar-
aptioe regulations sgrinst the epread
of the ulssare. Aection upon thie
line shouid be prompt and eflective,

But it does mot =alwaye do to
atiribute diputheria tp exterlor un-
cleanlinese or carelessness, The facts

will oot sustain the claim, Diphtherta



