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1 am glad to have the opportunity
once more of meeting with my
brethren and sisters in this place.
And while I speak to you this atter-
noon I trast L ehall have the sssie-
tance of the Spirit of God. Ihavs
had excellent health mince I have
But this merning, from
the effecs of = cold which I have
tagen, when I arose I felt worse
than I have done eince I left home,
and as though I could ecarcely come
to meeting., The ride in the sir,
however, has helped me, and I feel

been gone.

better than I did.

There i& a natural curiogity on the
art of the Latter-day Baints to
now everything connected with
aftairs as well as every-
thing connected with our religious
throughout the carth.

verything of this character is so
intimately biended in the workin
which we are engaged, that it isan
exceeningly difficult tbing to draw
the line of dlstinctica between the
temporal and the gpirltusl, between
that which pertains to the body and
that which pertains {o the spirit, or
which pertaizs to the dissemina-
tion uf the gospel zud the welfare
of the people in politleal mattets,
It has been & cause of frequent com-
went in newepaper articles and in
works that have been published con-
rerning us and our organization,
this
this intimats
blendig of the practical and the
temporal and the
in our mestings and in

our political

operations

that we are s peeuliar people in
respect, and that

theoretieal, of tho
spiritual, | [
the addresssa of our Elders, ia

marked peculiarity, The reason of
this is very apparent to those who
ars familiar with the character of
our work and with our beliel 033'

(-]
importance to the
physical organization which God
graater,
I believe, than any other religious
1 have ever mct with.
in like manner cur religion extends
t= ramifications into every depart-
ment of, our lives, Jeaving nothing
untouched, nothing conneotoed with
our earthly exisienca pninfluenced
ita power and its teachiog. Tam
thankiul that thia is the cage, be-
religion full scope, it
gives 1t an opporiunity to exercise
influence upon the msn
and to make him more perfect and
Our God is not are-
The God we wor.
ship does not confine himself o reli-
gious malters;go-called,in contradis-
tinction from those that sre secalar,
He Is no$ a Gad that cencerns him-
self slone with the splrii of man,

cerning . these  matiers,

attach an

unto

has given u8,

people thet

by
cause It gives
1t8 prepex

more godlike,
ligious Gad sione.

but He is a God of aclence, He is

God of mechanian, He iz a God of
creative power, a God of govern.
ment, s God who attends to a}l thed
departments of human life and pro-
as seo them exemplified
Yere upon tho earth, The fizzt acts
that are recorded of Him In the re-
cord that hascore to us were Crea—
acts of o:ganization, labors
Jeapect be termed
Among the first
communications He had wlih man
w to livepractical-
make hisfeelt clothing, andto
perform other Deceesary labors con~
nected with his comfort and his
And
where they have been willing to be
He has taught men govern-
the prineiples of government,
He has estab-
lisned the best forms of government
where men have listened to His
teachings—governments best adapt-
for whom they
wore intended and jor the ohjeots
to be uccomphshllrixed; and
in the days of Moses, as
HemRe" days of Enoch, the

grees, as wa

tive acts,
that might 1o one
temporzl labors.
Me tagght him
Iy, to

happiness upon the earth,
taught

ment, L
from the beginning.

ed for the persons
that were

He did in the

ence that men have gained upon the
earth, Yet there is nota principle
connected with it that wes not
known to God, that was not taught
by the Almighty in the earliest
days, and that has not been put in-
to operation under His instruction
at one time or another among men.
And these principles are embodied
in what we call the gospel. It has
been truthfully amnd very forcibly
aaid many times in our hearing that
there was no principle connected
with man’s existence upon the
earth that fa not » part and parcel
of that Gospel which God has Te-
vealed unto us and commanded us
to obey; thatthat which tke world
call #*Mormoniam’® embraces within
its secope every good thing upon the
face of the earth, leaving ncthing
outside. Xvery true principle or
acience, everything connected with
the cultivation of the earth, with
the government of cities and of na-
tion, with the management of all
the multiplied affairsof men in their
great and varled diversity— that
everything of this character comes
within the scope of the gospel which
(God has revealed, in the syetem of
salvation that He has commanded
us to receive.

There is cne great prinelple con-
nected with the Goepel of Jesus

Christ as 1t has been taught
emong ell the people who
have ever received i, 88 we

find from their teachinge in the re-
cords that have come down to us,.
the zame prin¢iple that lles at the
foundation of our form of govern-
ment, and makes it the moat valu-
able feature connected with it, and
that iz, the equality of man before
God. No man can be a true follow-
er of Jesus Christ; no man ever
cculd be—antericr even to His com.
ing—a true follower of God, without
embodying in His faith and prac-
tice and in every feeling of his heart
thia principle to which I have re-
ferred, the equality of man, There
could be no class distinctior.s wher-
eve: this Gospel was recelved snd
put into practical operation. Every
man who received it became the
equal of hiz fellow-man; he would
be recognized, a proper place be nas-
gigned unto him, and he would have
his proper influence in the soclety
of which he waea member. It is
this prinelple of the Gospel that will
make us, slo, a thoroughly free
people, o thoroughly great people, a
people who shall have place in the
earth, and have influence in the af-
fairs of the children of men,

There have been feara indulged in
many times, and expressions have
been given t6 those fears, that the
growth of the Xatter.day Baints
was & mersce to surrounding peo-
ples and to the government under
whioh we live, There can be no
menace in the growth of Puch prin-
ciples a8 are taught and 28 Are re-
cognized and enforced among such
a people as we are, It would be im-
possible for tyranny to flourish for
any length of time In our
midst, Oppression of every form
would sconer or later have to dis-
sppear, or else there would have to
be apoatasy from the true principles
of the Gospel on the part of the peo-
ple. Oppression, tyranny, misrule,
cannot co-exist witn the principles
of the everlasting' Gospel as they
are taught in our midst and recelv-
ed by ue. There must be the great-
est poesible liberty of thought, of
expression and of action in our
midst—-that is the greatest possible
coneistent with good order, and the
preservation of the rights of others,
Liberty cannot be permitted to de-
generste into license, but the ut-
most liberty can be enjoyed eo long
ag it does not overstep that boun-
dary., It becomes, therefore, a na-
tural duty devolving upon us, with
our views concerning ihese eternal
principles that have come down
from God, that were taught by God
in the early ages unto men, that
have been re-enforced from time to
time by Him through the eilent,
unseen agency of His power in
various ages—1 say it becomes our

a

&5

ineiples of government that | natural duty to see that theae prin-
,gere p Lest calculsted for | ciples are carried out and maintain-
the happiness of those peoples,jedin theesrth, We become their

S far as they listened to Him, co
far as they were governed In righte-
ousness and in truth, each received
the laws and the neceasary instruc-
tions that were Lest suited to their
condition and circumstances, for the
that they had made and
that it was anticipated
they would make. And He Eknew
all that was necessaryito be known,
benefit of the exper-
ence that each nation hias received
1abors and from their pro-
the forme of goveom-

ur

government to-dsy it considered the

progress
the progrees

without the
from their

ress under
ment that tley have had,

natural champions. Besides ad-
vocating and maintaining them, it
becomes our province to struggle
for thelr supremaoy.

As I have eald these principles
were tauzght In the very beglnning,
If we had the recorda we would find
that they were taught to our father
Adam, because they are conslstent
with man’s agency. God gave un-
to msn when He Flaeed him upon
the earth, the fulie:t sgency-— |
the power to do that which
was right in his own sight
without let or hindrance.
He tanght these principles to Enoch,

time to all the men of note who
would be taught by him, Abraham
became In his turn the great ex-
poziter of those truths; and you will
find by tracing the lives of thege
men in the record that has come
duwn to ue, that in every Instance
they were men who were champione
of the right, who satood cut boldly
and fearlessly In the midat of their
fellow men, contending for.those
God-given principles whish they be-
leved to be the Inalienable right of
every human being. ¥You will find
that the opponents of truth, or, to
speak more plainly, according to our
phraseoloyy and our methods of ex-
presging idezs, tbe followers of
Batan—you will find that whenever
there waa perzecution upon the
eartb, they were ita anthors, When-
ever men Were trampled upon and
their rights were denled them,when
men fell victlma to viclence and the
mal.administration of the laws, it
was those who wete led by Satan’s
influence snd yielded to his power,
who were the Instruments in com-
mitting those evils. Hence yoo
find that good men never persecut-
ed bad men; never destroyed wicked
men when they hed power. They
were not oppresaors, they were not
tyrants, they were not persecutors,
they did not infringe upon the rights
of their (ellow mren, upon the liber-
ty of conscience, nor upon ils pro-
per exercize, nor upon the exercise
of man’s sgency; they never sought
to restrain it. 1f wicked men were
disposed to do wickedly, so long as
they did not transcend certain well-
defined bounds that found their ex-
pression in law, you will find no ac.
count of good men interfering with
bad men. You will not flnd “them,
es ] say,  taking uwpon themselves
the role of oppressors, nor kaying
that men ehall ot do that which
their conscience and that which
they In their sagency think it is
their right to do. God does not

doit. Jeeus did not do it, and
no eervant of God ever did it
that had a tree  conception

of his calling. (God bas given to
every man his agency, and he re-
gpecis that agency. He might
grieve over ita exerclse, angels may
weep, and the heavens themselves
may weeP over the wrong exercize
by man of the agency that God has
given unto him, but he nevertheless
has it to ils fullest extent; but the
devil and thoee under his influence,
would, if poesible, deatroy mau’s
agency and prevent him from exer-
cleing it to suit himself.

I am thankful that we are sur-
rounded by such delightful circuom.
stances to.dsy. We have escaped
another peril, and we &tlll are a free
people. Is there apyone in thia
congregation who profeasses to be a
Latter-day Salnt who is not filled
with profound thankfulnees to God
for that which He has done for ns?
I8 there any man or woman, orchild
of age eufficient to comprehend
these things, who has not come thias
day to this house of worakip with a
feeling of profound thankfainess to
our God for His mercy and His lov-
ing kindness, as manifested unto us
His people? Though I have been
tanght and always bave believed
that not one word of His promiees
would fail, still I say thatI am al-
most amsezed myeelf when I see
how wonderfully God hath wrought,
when I look at our circumstances,
when I see the liberty that wp en-
jov, knowing as I do the plansand
the goncerted efforta which have
been made to deprive us of our lib-
erty, and to bring us into s bondage
that would be intolersble to ua.
There was a paan of refoicing went
up from all quarters of the land
about 8 year ago, that !s, on the 22d
of March, Every man who desired
to ree the overthiow of the Latter-
day Saints, to eee thelr system ob-
literated, refoiced from one end of
this lana to the other—ihere were
among them preackers, politicians
and jonrnaiiste, and the rabble
every where, wi:o rejoiced {hat a
deadly blow had been siruck at the
Latter-day Bainte. Men, while they
admitied that the Constitution had
been vinlated, justifed the act in
consideration of the great good that
they supposed woald be accomplsh-
ed. Yet we to-day have all the
happiness, the peace, the enjoy-
ment, and the quiet that we could

being

comprehend, We can see

j&a being wrought in the

whole lump.

people, but a handful, so to 2

teschings of the Eldera of

where,

nied and scouted at.

with our natural eyes.

Latter-day Baints.

are brought into the Church.

gusged; and when we
g0 we make a greal
Look abroad in other rcaame.

are being received.

efTors,

in the spirit world.

the Eldera of thix

ing.

Bmith sald it was not true,

that it never had a beginning, an

e

reazonably deslre.  If it were not;for
God’s power; if it were not for Hia
overshadowing protection : it it were
not for the promises that He has
made nnto us, bow long conld we
endure? How lopg could we maijn-
tain ourselves in our present posi-

tion?
Bot God made promises ynto Hia
B:gp]e; and those promises have
n abundantly fulflled thus far,

and they will be fulfilled to the very

-

Lord’s time_

go the world is

people, and thls organization will
continue to grow and spresd, and|
gather influence ;and power in the
earth, until every word that has
been apoken under the inspiratlon
of the Holy (Ghost will be fulfilled,
and not a single word fall, It can-.
mot fail, for God hizs apoken it. Al-
ready the influence of this work is
felt to an extent tbat none
without the eye of omniscience can
little
glimpses of it here and there where
our eyes are open to perceive; but
the full extent of the influence that
earth
through this work that God hzs es-
tablished, is impossible for man to
comprehend. I donot believe that
any power rhort of omniscience ltself
can Comprehend it. The prineiples of
of this Goepel which God revealed
through the Prophet Joseph, have
been like a litile heaven, and they
have been gradoally leavenlng the
The effecta have gone
forth, and the influence is being felt
inevery direction throughout the
world.” Though we are but a amall
peak,
and ic eome respects quite Ineiguif-
icant, yet an inflzence has gone
forth from this people, from the
this
Church that is belng felt every-
It has invaded every do-
main of thought, and gradually
made itzelf felt—the Jeaven of truth
has; and men Leghy to acknowledge
principles s a part of their faith
which but a short time ago they de-
In this way
the work of God is being carried on
far beyond that which we can cee
The work
of the preparation of the earth, and
of its inhabitants, f8 pressing for-
ward with a rapidity that we who
are taking part in it do not realize,
We look at ourselves too much, we
think that God’s operations and la-
bore sre confined to us who com-
prise this Church of Jesus Christ of
In doing so wWe
make a great blunder. He isoperat-
ing among the nations of the earth.
His aplrit has gone forth; and it is
accomplishing that. which He said
should be accomplished. And this
great work of the last days will be
cut short in righteousnesa. It is not
the conversivn of men and women
and their baptiem Into the Chuorch
that iz alone to be accomplizshed.
The work ot God is not to be mea-
sured by the number of aouls tht:lt
The
progress of events connected with’
this last dispensation cannos be thue
think
mistake.
Look
at the religious world, and see how
fast the prineiples that we believe in
It may be aaid
that they are not received properly.
True, but notwithatanding truth ia
progressing; and the mind of man
is being emapcipated from many

Repentance after the grave jsnow
taught—ynru have heard of it, and
read about it In the newspapera.
Promipnent preachera talk aboat it
and receive it; and actually preach
88 scriptural doctrine, that it e pos-
sible for spirite to receive the Gospel

Another atep has been made ln
advance, thrtough the preaching of
Chureb, or
rather by means of the revelalions
of God through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, in ecientitlc truth which is
astonishing; [ refer to the doctrine
of the eternal duratlon of matter,
When flret this was m=ade Enown
it was ridiculed euerywhere by re-
ligious people, who viewed it asa
prineiple, the teachings of which de-
tracted from the diguity and glory
ot God. The popular ldea was that
this earth was created out of noth-
This was the almost universal
belief among Christiana. Joseph
He ad-
vocated the doctrine that matter | ed.Good doctrine for
always ha an existence, that ft
was eternn]l as God Himsell was
eternal; thet it was indestructible;

therefore could have poend. God
revealed this truth to him. Now
who is there that does not belleve

Bo with regard to the periods oc-
copied in the creation of the esrth,
Joseph tanght that a day with God
was not the twenty-four hours of
our day; butthat the aix daya of the
creation were six perfods of the
Tiis he taught hsll a
century ago; it is now generally re-
celved as a great truth connected
with the creation of the world, Geo-
Jogists have declared it, snd reli-
glous people ate adoptiug it; and
progressing.,
Again: it 13 not an uncommen

being exercised, of healings being
prodaced through the prayer of
fajith. Tke daily parpers frequently
ublish acoounts of people being
ealed in this way, The adversary
ia tryiog, of course, to take advan-
tage of it to rob God of the glory.
He is determined that God shall not
have any credit for these things.
But it mattersa mot how much ho
may struggle, mankind are receiv.
ing these truths, and progress is be-
ing made and error is being over-
come. )

Ho it iz with regard to religious
liberty. We are_contending to-day
for liberty on the old platform, God,
a8 I have sald, gave it Jn the begin-

form, and are contending for thowse
rights, and we will achleve the vic-
tory too. Mark it! Just assure as
God lives we will achleve the victo-
ry, and this Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day BSaints will be recog-
nized a3 ocoupying the fcremost
rank in this work. The principles

established, and wili be guaranteed
to every man as in olden times; but
thers will be a strugygle first,

The effect that the delence 6! our
system, this last winter, had upin
one of the great political partles of
the Uniteu States was moat re-
markable. I wes amused at it, snd
it afforded me a great deal of inter-
esting reflection. There are a great
many members of this Church who
do not seepma to have & thorocugh
comprehension of their own dor
trines, who nevertheless call then-
selves Latter-day Saints; and they
are Latter-day tSainte o far as theit
profeseion goes. But if asked abuut
the principles of their belief some of
them are fgnorant of the extent of
their application. It ie iz politica as
in religlon. There are a great mavy
men who make & professton of poli-
tica, professing to understand, to
act upon, and to stand upon cerain
political principles, which are em-
Lodied in their platforms, of which,
however, they are really ignorant.
You may have thought it very
strange that any members of the

home rule, as well as other grest
fundamental principles, shogld
te found eo  oblivioms 1o
thefr own principles as to tzke sny
part whatever In attacks upon us for
the purpose of depriving ms of our
rights as citizens. But po- it has
been., If it had not been for the re-
creancy of some Democrats the Act

Edmunda law,would never have be-
come one of the statntes of Lhe
United Btates. Mr, Edmunde ene
ceeded In cajoling some of the
Democrate. An astute man la
Senator Edmunde, In their action
towards us these Democrats seemed
to be blins! to the fact that they
were epostatizing from their own
principles; and that in dolng so they
were striking a deadly blow at the

We had been reasoning against this
action; but our voices were unheard,
we were considered heterodox upon
religious matters, and it was wsup-
posed that we were heterodox upon
political mattere: therefore all that

lessly upon their eare. But we aur=
ceeded in getting an apoctle of
democracy te aid ue, oneot tbe old
lesders of democracy—Judge Jere

miash 8. Black. He began to preach

the true doctrines of democracy

nis Democratic brethren; and

theifr amarement, some foond

that they had, In voting for thi
law, been trampling upon their ows
principles. And bo proved. it to
them so thoroughly, that some of
them became ashamed of it; and
they eaid *We have gone far
enough,’” He explained the princi-
ples of the Copstlintion and the
ights that men hed under tuat io-
strument when properly administer-
every politician,
avd every class, not for democrats
ao-called alone, but for republicant
glso. There i® something In sachi
doctrine that etrikes a chord in
every freeman’s breast, It calls forth
aresponsefrom every loverof liberty
by whatever name he may be called,
He says, when he hears the rights,
of man explained by an authority
that is entitled to respect; ‘‘There!
is something in that which I cannof
but accept.” Buch men hesitate
before flying In the face of princi
ples expounded in this way, to com-
mit aets, the effects of which are to
deprnive people of liberty, The effect
of Judge Bilack's argument upor
gome of the Democrats was to etitten
thelr backbone so much that they
could not consent this time to have;
other Measures enacted as were proy
posed. :

democratic party, for Instance,which '
professes to be the champion of

ning, and we stand on that plat.

of liberty, the rights of man will be -

of March 22, 1882, known as the

platform on which the party stood. -

we said upon this aubject fell heed: -
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