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I1 am glad to have the opportunity
once more of meeting with my
brethren and bisters in this place
and while I1 spsheabmk to you this afafter-
noon

ter
I1 I1 shailshall have the assis-

tance of the spirit of god I1 have
had excellent health since I1 have
been gone but this morning from
the effect of a cold which I1 have
taken when I1 arosenrose I1 feitfeih worse
than I1 have done bincasince I1 left home
and asaa though I1 could scarcely come

ride in the nirclr
however has helped me and I1 feel
better than I1 did

there isia a natural curiosity on the
part of0 the iatterlatter day saints to
know everythingever 5 thing connected with
our political affairs naas well as every-
thing connected with our religious
operations throughout thothe earth
everything of this character Is so

blended in the work in
which we are engagedengage that it Is13 an

difficult thing to draweexceedinglyxo se
the line of distinction between the
temporal and thetho between
that which pertains to the body and
that which pertains to the spirit or
which pertains to the dissemina-
tion of the gospel and the welfare
of thetho people in political mattmattersmatteiseisets

it has been a causecausa efcf frequent com-
mentment ina newspaper articles and in
works that havohave been published con-
cerning us and our organization
that wewa are a peculiar people in this
respectt and that this intimateint imato
blendingn

I1
g of the practical and the

theoretical of thothe temporal and the
spiritual in our meemecmeetings and in
the addressesaddres of our eiderselders Isia a
marked peculiarity the reason of

this Isia very apparent to those who
are familiar with the character of

with our belief coucon
berning these matters we
attach an importance to the
physical organization which god

hashns given unto us greatergr sater

I1 believe than any other religious
people that I1 have ever met with
in ilkoliko manner our religion extends
its ramifications into every depart-
ment otof our lives leaving nothing
untouchededyeds nothing connected with
our earthly exist neel uninfluenced
by its power and its teaching I1 am
thankful that thisthia is the casseasea e be-

cause it gives religion fullfuli scopecop itt
gives it an opportunity to exercise

influence upon the manits proper
and to make him more perfect and
more godlike our god is not a re-
ligious1 1 alous Gogodgoa dalonealono the god we wor-
ship6ilip does not confine himself to reli-
gious matters eoezo contradis-
tinction from those that are secular

hohe is nnot0t a god that concerns him-
self alone with the spirit of man
but heile is a god otof sciencebelbei ence he is a
god of mechanism he is a god of

creative power a god of govern-
ment a lodiodgod who attends to all thethea

departments of human life and pro-
gressgressgrebs as69 bosca them exemplified

the first actsactahere upon thothe earth
that are recorded orol him in the re-
cord that has comecorie to us warewere crea-
tive netsnetho renetsactsts of organization labors

that might in one hespect be termed

teadortemporal1 labors among thothe first
communications he had with man
mp him www to live practical
ly to 1 and to
perform other necessarysary labors con-

nectednee ted with his comfort and his
happiness upon the earth and
where they have been willing to be
taught he has taught men govegovern-
ment

rn
the principles of governgovernmentmen t

from the beginning reho has estab-
lished the best foriformsns of government
where men have listened to his
teachingsteachinga governments bostboat adapt-
ed for the persons for whom they
worewere intended and for the objects

that were to be accomplished and
he knew in the days of moses as

hohe did in the days otof enoch the
principlesplespies

bestbeat
of government

calculated
that

forwerewera
the happiness otof those peoples

so far as they listened to him foeo

far altheyas they were governed in
ausness and in truth eachcach received
the laws and the nenecessary instruc-
tions that were best susuitedbulteditce to their
condition and circumstances for the

had made andprogressro pIess that they
ph 1 anticipatedtedteatthe pprogress that it was
they would make and he knewknow
all that waawas nece be known

J without the benefit of the expert
yeefee ence that each nation has received

from their labors and from their pro-
gress under the formsformai of govern
ment that they have had our
governmentovemment tododsydamydasy is considered thetho

fruit of the ages of experi-
ence that men have gained upon the
earth yet there is not a principle
connected with it that waswaa not
known to god that was not taught
by the almighty in the earliest
days and that hnshab not been put in-
to operation under his instruction
at one time or another among men
and these principles aroare embodied
in what we call the grobgospelpolpel it has
baen truthfully and very forcibly
said many times in our hearing that
there was no principle connected
with manmansmanas existence upon the
earth that is not a part and parcel
of that gospel which gdgad has re-
vealed untouddo us and commanded us
to obey that that which thetho world
call mormonism embraces within
its beopescope every good thing upon the
face of the earth leaving nothing
outside every true principle or

science everything connected with
the cultivation of0 the earth with
the government of cities and of na-
tions with the management of allali
the multiplied affairs of men in their
great and varied diversity that
everything of this character comescornea
within the scope of the gospel which
god hashab revealed in the system of
salvation that he has commanded

receive
there is onaons great principle con-

nected with the gospel of jesusjosub
christ asas it has been taught
among all the people who
have ever received it as we
find from their teachings in the re-
cords that have come down to us
thothe same principle that lies at the
foundation of our form of govern-
ment and makes it the most valu-
able feature connected with it and
that is the equality of man before
god no man can be a true follow-
er of jesus christ no man ever
could be anterior even to his com-
ing a true follower of god without
embodying in his faith and prac-
tice and in every feeling of his heart
this principle to which I1 have re

i berred the equality of man there
could be no class distinctions wher-
ever this gospel waswab received and
put into practical operation
manchoman who received it became the
equal of his fellow man he would
be recognized a proper place be as-
signed unto him and hohe would have
his proper influence in thothe society
of which he was a member it is
this principle of the gogospel that will
make us also a thoroughly free
people a thoroughly great people a
people0pie who shall have place in the
earthr th and have influence in the af-
fairs of the children of men

there have been fears indulged in
many times and expressions have
been given ta those tearsrears that the
growth of the latter day saints
was a menace to surrounding peo-
ples and to the government under
which we live there can be no
menace in the growth of fuchrueh prin-
ciples as are taught and as are re-
cognized and enforced among such
a people as we are it would be im-
possible for tyranny to flourish for

length of time in our
midst oppression of every form
would sooner or later have to dis-
appear or elsseiss there would have to
be apostasy from the true principles
of the gospel on the part of the peo-
ple Oppoppression tyranny mlmisruleerule
cannot coexistco exist wita the principlespiespiea
of the everlasting gospel as they
are taught in our midst and receiv-
ed by us there must be the great-
est possible liberty of thought of
expression and of action in our
midst that is the greatest possible
consistent with good order and the
preservation of the rights of others
liberty cacannotbuot be permitted to dc
generate license the

liberty can be enjoyed soeo long
asaa it does not overstep that boun-
dary it becomes therefore a na-
tural duty devolving upon us with
our views concerning these eternal
principles that have come down
from god that were taught by god
in the early agesagea unto man that
have been re enforced from time to
time by him through the silenteilent
unseen agency of his power in
various ages 1I say it becomes our
natural duty to seeseo that these prin-
ciples are carried out and maintain-
ed in the earth we become their
natural champions besides ad-
vocatingvo and maintaining them it
becomes our province to struggle9 lo10

for their supremacy
As I1 have saidbald these principles

were taught in the very beginning
if we had the records we would find
that they were taught to our father
adam because they are consistent
with mans agency god gave un-
to man when he placed him upon
the earearthtb the fullsuil et1 agency
the power to do that which
was right in his own sight
without let or hindrance
he taught those principles to enoch

and he taught them fromflorn time to
time to all the men of note who
would be taught by him abraham
became in his turn the great ex-
positor of those truths and you will
find by tracing the lives of thesethebe
men in the record that has come
down to us that in every instance
they were men who were champions
of the right who stood out boldly
and fearlessly in the midst otof their
fellow men contending fortor those
god given principles which they be-
lieved to be thathe inalienable right of
every human being you will find
that thothe opponents of truth or to
speaksneak more plainplainlylys according to our
phraseology and our methods of ex-
pressing ideas the followers of
satan you will find that whenever
there wadwas persecution upon the
earth they were its authors when-
ever men wereere trampled upon and
their rights were denied them when
men fell victims to violence and theme
administrationmalmai of the laws it
was those who led by satansgatans
influence and yielded to his power
who were the instrumentinstrumentsa in com-
mitting those evilsevil B hence you
find that good men never persecut-
ed bad menman never destroyed wicked
men when they had power they

i were not they were not
tyranttyrantia they were not persecutors
they did not infringe upon the rights
of their fellowfollow men upon the liber-
ty of conscience nor upon ityitt pro-
per exercise nornon upon the exercise
of manmans agency they never sought
to restrain it ifif wicked menberemen were
disposed to do wickedly soeo long as
they did not transcend certain well
defined bounds that found their ex-
pression in lawlav youyon will find no ac-
count of good men interfering with
bad men louwillyou will not find them
eslrai say taking upon themselves
we role of oppressors nor saying
that men shall lotrot do that which
their conscience and that which
they in their agency think it is
their right to do god does not
dodoitdoltit jesus did not do it andd
no servant of god ever did it
that hadbad a true conception
of his calling god hashag given to
every man his agency ana he re-
spects that agency he might
grieve over its exercise angels may
weep and the heavens themselves
may weep over the wrong exercise
by man of the agency that god has
given unto him but hebe nevertheless
has it to its fullest extent but the
devildovil and those under his influence
would if possible destroy mans
agency and prevent him from exer-
cising it to suit himself

I1 am thankful that we are sur-
rounded by such delightful circum-
stances todayto day we have escaped
another peril and we still are a free
people Is there i anyone in this
congregation who professes to be a
latter day saint who is not filled
with profound thankfulness to god
for that which hohe has done forgolgoduus q

Is there any man or woman or chilchildd
of ageago sufficient to comprehend
these things who has not come this
day to this house of worship with a
feeling of profound thankfulness to
our god for his mercy and his lov-
ing kindness asaa manifested unto us
his people though I1 have been
taught and always have believed
that not one word of his promises
would fallfail still I1 baysay that I1 am al-
mostmost amazed myself when I1 rseeme
how wonderfully god hath wrowroughtU

when I1 look at our circumstances
when I1 see the liberty that wpwe en-
joys

en-
joy knowing as I1 do thethy plans and
the concerted efforts which have
been made to deprive us of our lib-
erty and to bring us intoinfo a bondage
that would be intolerable to us
therethele was a aman of rejoicing rwentent
up from all quarters of the land
about a year ago that is onen ththee
of march every man who desired
to see the overthrow of the latter
day saints to eeebee their system ob-
literatedlittlite rated rejoiced from one end of
this landiana to the other there were
among them preachers politicians
and journalists and the rabble
everywhere who rejoiced that a
deadly blow hadbad been struck at the
latter day baintesainte men while they
admitted that the constitution had
been violatviolatededs Justljusti deded the act in
consideration of the great goad that
they supposed would be accomplish-
ed yet we todayto day have all the
happiness the peace the enjoy-
ment and the quiet that we could
reasonably desire if it were
godsgoda power if it were not for wilsfilshis
overshadowing protection itif itil were
not for the promises that he has
made unto us how long could we
endure how long could we main-
tain ourselves in our present posi-
tion

but god made promises unto hlanis
peopleeople and those promises havebeenbeen abundantly fulfilled thus far
and they will be fulfilled to thevery

letter and thisthib church and this
people and this organization will
continue to grow and spread and
gather influence and power in the
earth until every word that has
been spoken under the inspiration
of the holy ghost will be fulfilled
and not a single word fallfail it can
not fall for god has spoken it alr-
eady the influence of this work is
being felt to an extent that none
without the eye of omniscience can
comprehend we cancah see little
glimpses of it here andfind there where
our eyes are open to perceive 3 but
the full extent of thetho influence that
is being wrought in the earth
through this work that god has es-
tablished is impossible for man to
comprehend I1 do not believe that
any power short of omniscience itself
can comprehend it the principles of
of this gospel which god revealed
through the prophet joseph have
been like a little heaven and they
have been gradually leavening the
whole lump the effects have gone
forth and the influence is being felt
in every direction throughout the
world though we are bubulbutI1 a small
people but a handful eo to speak
and in bomesome respects quite insignif-
icant yet an influence has gone
forth from this people from the
teachings of the elderseiders of this
church that is being felt every-
where it hashab invaded every do
main of thought and gradually
made itself felt the leaven of truth
has and men begbeginliftoto acknowledge
principles as a part of their faith
which but a short time ago they de-
nied and scouted at in this way
the work of god laIs being carried on
far beyond that which we can see
with our natural eyes the work
of the preparation of the earth and
of its inhabitants is pressing for-
ward with a rapidity that we who
are taking part in it do not realize
we look at ourselves too much we
think that gode operationsrations and la-
bors

la-
bora are confined to us who com-
prise thibthia church of jesus christ of
latter day saints in doing so we
make a great blunder he is operat-
ing among thetha nations of the earth
his spirit has gone forth and it is
accomplishing that which hebaldhe saldsaid
should be accomplished and this
great work of the last days will be
cut short in righteousness it is not
the conversion of men and women
and their baptism into the church
that is alone to be accomplished
the work OI01otL god Isia not to be meamear

by the number of souls that
are brought into the church the
progress of events connected with
this last dispensation cannot be thus

and when wowe think
eo20 wowe make a great mistake
look abroad in other realms look
at the religious world and see how
fast the principles that we believe in
are being received it may be sad
that they are not received properly
true but notwithstanding truth is
progressing and the mind of man
is being emancipated from many
errors

taught you have heard of it and
readreail about it in the newspapers
prominent preachers talk about it
and receive it and actually preach
asaa scriptural doctrine that it is pos-
sible for spirits to receive the gospel
in the spirit world

another step has been made I1inn
adadvancevance through the preaching of
the elders of this church or
rather by means of the revelations
of god through the prophet joseph
smith in scientific truth which is
astonishing I1 refer to the doctrine
of the eternal duration of matter
when first this was made knownknown
it was ridiculed everywhere by re-
ligious people who viewed it asaa a
principle tthehe teachteschteachingsinosinas of which de-
tracted from the dignity and glogiogloryry
of0 god the popular idea was that
this earth was created out of noth-
ing this watway the almost universal
belief among christians joseph
smith saidsald it wasnot true he ad-
vocated the doctrine that matter
always had an existence that it
was eternal as god himself was
eternal that it was indestructible
that it never had a beginning and
therefore could have no end god
revealed this truth to him now
who is there that does not believe
itil

so with regard to the periods oc-
cupied in the creation of the eearth
josephjoph taught that a day with god
was not the twenty four hours of
our day the six days of the
creationn were six periods of the
lords time this he taught halthaithaifabalfaa
century ago it is now ggenerallyenerally jre-
ceived as a greatgroat truth connected
with the creation of the world geo-
logists have declared it and reli-
gious people arenie adopting it and
sogo the world is proprogressinggreising

again it is not an uncommon

thing at all now to hear of faith
being exercised of healings being
produced through the prayer otof
faith the daily papers frequently
publish accounts of people being
healed in this way thothe adversary
la13 trying of course to take advan-
tage of it to rob god of the glory
he is determined that god shall not
have any credit for these things
but it matters not how much hohe
may struggle mankind are receiv-
ing these truths and progress is be-
ing made and error is being over-
come

soboltit is with regard to religious
liberty we contendingare todayto day
for liberty on the old platform god
as I1 have said gave it in the begin-
ning and we stand on that plat-
form and are contending for those
rights and we will achieve the vic-
tory too mark it just as sure as
god lives we will achieve the victo-
ry and this church of jesus christ
of latter day saints will be lecog

as occupying the foremost
rank in thibthisth la work the principles
of liberty the rights of man will be
established and will be guaranteed
to every man as in olden times but
there will bsbe a struggle first

the effect that the defence of0 ouroui
system thisthia last winter hadbad uponupun
one of the great political parties of

the united states was mostmoat re-
markable iwasI1 waswab amused at it and
it afforded me a great deal of inter-
esting reflection there are a great
many members of this church who
do not seem to have a thorough
comprehension of their own doc-
trines who nevertheless call then
selves latter day saintsbainte and they
are iatterlutter day saints soEO far as their
profession goes butnut if asked about
the principles of their belief some of

them are ignorant of the extent of

their application it is in politics asaa
in religion there are a great many
men who make a professioneBion of poli-
tics professing to understand to
act upon and to stand upon certain
political principlesprinciple which are em-
bodied in their platpiatplatformsforms of which
however they are really ignorant
youyon may havohave thought it very
strange that any members of the
democratic party for Instance which
professes to be the champion of

home rule asaa well as other gmtgreat

fundamental principles chooh
be found Feo0 oblivious to
theirtheinthear own principles as to take any
part whatever in attacks upon us for

the purpose of depriving us orof our
rights as citizens but soeo it has
been ififftit had not been for the

ofef some democrats the act
of march 272122

1
18821892 known as the

edmunds law would never have be-
comecomeioneone of the statutes of the
united states mr edmunds buesuesuc-
ceeded in cajoling some of the
democrats an astute man Is

senator edmunds in their action
towards us these democrats seemed
to be bilna to the fact that they
were apostatizing from ownowenj
principles and that in doing soBO they I1

I1

were striking a deadly blow at the
platform on which the party stood
we had been reasoning against this
action but our voices were unheard
we were considered heterodox upaupon
religious matters and it was sup-
posed that we were heterodox upon
poilhollpolitical matters therefore all that
we eaidbald upon this subject fell heed-
lessly upon their ears but we suc-
ceeded in getting an apostle of
democracy tto0 aid uus9 one otof the old
leaders of democracydemberacy judge jere-
miah 8 black ilehe began to preach
the true doctrines of democracy to

hishla democratic brethren and to

their amazement some lmim10
that they hadhao in voting for this
law been trampling upon their own
principles and no proved it to

them so thoroughly that some otof

them became ashamed of it and
they said we have gone far
enough 11ss11 he explained the princi-
ples of the constitution and the
rights that men had under that in-
strumentment when properly administer
bedgood doctrine for every politician
aud every class not for democrats
so calledcaled alone but for republicanrepublicaA
also there Isie something in suchbuch
doctrine that strikes a chord in
veryevery freemanbemanstrefreemana breast it calls forth
a response from every loverloven of libertyl
by whatever name hebe maymas be called 1

he says when he hears the rights
of man explained by an authority
that is entitled to respect there
is something in that which I1 cannot

I1

but accept such men hesitate
before flying inia the face olof princi-
ples

1

expounded in this wayways to com-
mit acts the effects of which are to
deprive people of liberty the effect
of judge blacks argument upon
some of the democrats was to stiffenstiffen

their backbone so much that they
could not consent this time to have
other measures enacted as were pro-
posed


