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THE NEW POLAR CONTINENT

an InterestinterestingjagfAg account of the discovery
of the new arctic Bebegioniregionsgions

one of the most interesting items
that we have learned from the whale
men who have cruisecruised tthee arcticnetie ocean
the pastrastast summerbummer is the discovery of ex-
tensivetenstans ve land in the middle of that ocean
which may yet prove to be a polar con-
tinent the existence of this land hashag
long been known but owing to the im-
passable ice barred along its shores of
its extent and character nothing very
definite has been known until this sea-
son baron wrangell the famous rus-
sian explorer first communicated to the
world the knowledge of its existence as
he learned it from ththeeSiebiSiberianberlanberian indians
and it is simply marked on most arctic
charts extensive highland 11 it should
be stated that the past summer has been
the mildest and most favorable forthal
ing ever known by our oldest whale
men one master says that he did not
see a piece of ice as large as his hand
until he reached the straits and even
beyond that up to 72 degrees the sea
was generally free from floating ice
the weather for the most part has been
exceedingly mild with southerly winds
prevailing which tended to melt the
ice or drive it northward As a result
of the favorable state of the ocean and
weather the ships have gone further
north this summer than over before
some having reached as high as latitude
7370 degrees 30 minutes

captain long of thether bark nile who
seems to have examined the land most
attentively having cruised along the
entire southern coast has drawn a
sketch of its appearance it is quite el-
evated and near the centre has an ex-
tinct crater cone which he estimated to
be 24800 feet high he named it wran
gells land after the noted russian ex-
plorer the west point he named cape
thomas after thetho seaman on his ship
who discovereddiscovereI it and the southeast
bointpoint cape hawaii the names given
byy captain long are so exceedingly ap-
propriateprop that we doubt not geographi-
cal societies of europe and america will
adoltadopt them and call this land wran
gells land captain long has prepar-
ed for us an account of this interesting
discovery which we insert here
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SIRsin during my cruise in the arctic
accari this season I1 saw land not laid
down on anyaDy chart that I1 have seen
the land was first seen from the bark
nile on the evening of the of au-
gust and the next day a in the
ship was eighteen milesMileslles distant from
the west point of the land Xr had good
observations this day and made the
west point to be in latitude 70 degrees
46 minutes north and longitude de-
grees and 30 minutes east the lower
part of the land was entirely free from
snow andind had a green appearance as if
covered with vegetation there was
broken icelee between thothe ship and land
but as there were no indications of
whales I1 did not feel Jujustifiedstifled in endea-
voring to get through it and reach the
shore which I1 think could have been
done without much danger we sailed
to the eastward along the land during
the and partpirt of thothe and in
some places approached it as near as fif-
teen miles

oaon the the weather was very clear
and pleasant and we hadahadu good view of
the middle and eastern portion of the
land near wethe centre or about in lon-
gitudeetude 1800 there is a mountain whichfasinshas the appearance of an extinct volca-
no by approximate measurement I1
foundfoundittoit to be 2480 feet high I1 had ex-
cellent observations on the and
made the bouthsouthsoutheasterneasterncastern cape which I1
have named cape hawaii to be in lati-
tude 70 40 north and longitude 1800

51gir west it is impossible to tell how
far this land extends northward but as
far as the eye could reach we could see
ranges of mountains until they were
lost in the distance and I1 learn from
captain biveneiven of the ship nautilus
that hohe saw land northwest of heraldherala
island as far north as latitude 72
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the first knowledge of the existence
of this land waswaa given to the civilized
world by lieutenant ferdinand wran-
gellgell1 of the russian navy who I1 find
in1 18400 was an admiral in the same
service in his expeditions from
lishne in the consecutive
years from 1820 to 1824 he obtained in-
formation from the that
in the clear days in the summer season
they could see landlaud north from cape
jakan

from the appearance of the land as
we saw it I1 feel convinced that it is in-
habited as there were large numbers of
walrus in this vicinity and the land
appeared more green than the main
coast of asia and quite as capable of
supporting man as the coast from point
harrow to the mackenzie riverbiver or the
northern parts of greenland which are
in a much higher latitude there is a
capecapo a little to the westward of cape
jakin which has a very singular ap-
pearancepearance on the summit and along
the slopes of this promontory there is an
immense number of upright and pros-
trate columns some having the appear-
ance of pyramids others like obelisks
some of them with the summit larger
than the base the character of the
surrounding country which was roll-
ing with no abrupt declivities I1 made
these objects appear more singular
they were not inin one continuous mass
but scattered over a large surface anganaand
in clusters of fifteen or twenty yards
with intervals of several hundred yards
between them

while at anchor near this place cap-
tain phillips of the monticello came on
board and drew my attention to a large
black place on the slope of one of the
hillshilla and said hohe thought it was coal
we examined it with the telescope and
it had a very distinct appearance of coal
it glistened in thetho sun and appeared
like a large surface which had been used
as a deposit for coal it was about one
and a half miles in length and one half
mile in breadth the country surround-
ing that being covered with vegetation
from to east there is no indi-
cation of animal life in the water we
saw no seals walrus whales or animal
cuicoeuice in the vaterwater itit appeared almost
as blue as it does in the middle of the
pacific ocean although there were but
from fifteen to eighteen fathoms in any
place within forty miles of the land I1
think the position I1 lavehave assigned to
this land will be found correct as mr
flitner examined my chronometer on
my arrival and found it only one and a
half miles in error

I1 have named this northern land
Wrangells land as an appropriate tri-
butebute to the memory of a man who spent
three consecutive years north of latitude
69 and demonstrated the problem of
this open polar sea forty five years ago
although others of much later date have
attempted to claim the merit of the dis-
covery the west cape of this land I1
have named cape thomas from the
master man who first reported the land
from the mast head of my ship and the
southeasternsouth eastern capecane I1 have named after
the largest island in this group As this
report has been hurriedly prepared I1
would wish to make more extended ob-
servationsions on the subject whichh inaymay be
of benefit to other cruisers in this direc-
tion if you will allow me room in your
paper on some future occasion yours
very truly

THOMAS lonoLONG
the next interesting inquiry relates

to its extent As near as we can learn
after diligent inquiry no one landed
any where on it the southern shore
runs a distance of about miles east
and west how far it extends north is
at present only a matter of conjecture
captain aliven while cruising near
herald island north latitude 71
west longitude and distant about
eighty miles from the southeast point
of Wrangells island saw the mountain
ranges extending to the northwest as
far as the eye could reach he thinks
it not improbable that it extends north
several hundred miles if so it would
appear to be of great extent perhaps suf-
ficient to be termed a continent by
taking a chart of the arctic ocean and
marking the land from the points nam-
ed above it will bobe found to be about 70

miles distant from the siberian coast
the straits between the two shores are
usually blocked with leeice but this sea-
son they have been quite clear captain
long thinks that a propeller might rea-
dily have steamed far up north either
on the west or east side of this landanelandand
made full discoveries regarding its ex-
tent and character

the following letter from captainraynor contains some additional partic-
ulars relating to the northerly current
past herald island a circumstance no
alced by several masters and which
tends to confirm the opinion that the
newly discovered land reaches some dis-
tance to the north in thothe channel
north of herald island the sea was
clear of icelee as far north as the eye could
see from thetho vessel that went farthest
into it
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sirSIK in compliance with your request

I1 send a short account of a large tract of
land lying in the midst of the arctic
ocean hitherto but little known this
land has heretofore been considered to
be two islands one of which is marked
on the english charts as plover island
which is laid down to the W S W of
herald island the other is simply
marked extensive land and high
peaks on my last cruise I1 balledsailed
along the south and east side of this
island for a considerable distance three
different times and once cruised along
the entire shore and iofo what I1 con-
sidered reliable observations made the
extreme southwest cape to lie in north
latitude loo70 60 and east longitude 1780

IV the southeast cape I1 found to be
in north latitude 71 loy and west longi-
tude 46 the south coast appears
to be nearly straight with high rugged
cliffs and entirely barren the north-
east coast I1 have not examined to adv
extent but it appears to run from the
southeastsouth east cape in a northwesterlynorth westerly di-
rection for about fifteen or twenty miles
and then turns to the north oror north
east I1 learned from capt blivenbilven that
he traced it much further north and
has seen others who traced ifit north of
latitude 72 1I think there is no doubt
thatthat it extends much further to the
north and that there is another island
to the east of it say in longitude 1 toogoo

west and to ththothe0 northwest of point
barrow with a passage between it and
the land I1 have just described my rea-
son for thinking so is this we abwalwaysaYs
find icelee to the south of the known land
further to the south than we do to the
eastward of it the current runs to the
northwest from one to three knots an
mourhour

in the longitude of 1701ito west we aal-
ways find the icefee barrier from fifty to
eighty miles further south than we do
between that and herald island andandi
there 1 s always a strong current setting
to the northwest between those locali-
ties unless prevented by stronger north-
erly gales for in such shoal water as
the arctic ocean the currents are
changed easily by the winds which
would indicate that there is a passage
in that direction where the waters pass
between two bodies of land that hold
the icelee the one known the other un-
known

I1 would add that the southwest capcapee
of this island described above liesiles
seventy five miles distant from the
asiatic or siberian coast

GEO W RAYNOR
master of the ship reindeer

the following communication rela-
tive to the death of george ILit gallo-
way after lieho had assisted in saving
john lelee of heber city contains fuller
particulars melancholy afraid
than we have before received

ramasKAMASICA MASwas PRAIRIE jan 12 1868

editor meus if you will print the
following iniii the deseret NEWS you
will confer a favor on the parents of the
deceased also on his friends through-
out the territory no doubt you have
heard odtheof the badsad case at leaskinleast in eartpartart butbui
for fear that you have not I1 willwill sendsend a
tailfull account as far as it was possible to

ascertaincertainza the case relates to georgogeorge
BR galloway son of charles and ann
galloway residents of roundbound valley inparleys park

it seems that on the ath of januarygeorge BR galloway Willwilliamfixin gibson
and joseph warr started from boundroundvalley to kamas prairierairiethey had with them two yoke of oxen
and a sled also a loose ox that was lamethey came the first day about six miles
from where they started and the ox
would not go a step fartherfartheryheri consequent-
ly they left him and went on to a smallgrove of timber and camped thinking
the ox might be able to travel in the
morning mornmorninging came and they took
the cattle and went back but the ox
could not or would not leave the place
where he stopped the night before seso
they all returned to camp intending to
come on home and get help and go back
and haul the ox on a sled when they
got to their camp the owner of the oxwmwin gibson thought he would take
the ox an armfuls of hay to help to sus-
tain difolife until they could come after
him the next day but george BR gal-
loway said he would sooner take the hay
to the ox than to drive the team home
about five miles from where they camp-
ed boso he started with the hay for the
ox and only having about half a mile to
return with the hay he intended to
overtake the team before they arrived
home in kamashamas prairie

night coming on he did not come and
being about half way from home to
kamas prairie it was thought by the
people that he had returned home to
roundbound valley he being a tough
hardy young man they never thought
he would freeze having only six miles
either way to travel on a good hard
crusted snow but on the morning of
the esth gibson started back to
ox with a team and help and on arriv-
ing at the mouth of the calloncation that
leads out of kamasikamas about two miles
from the fort they found the body ofgeorge it galloway frozen to death
they returnedwith him to the fort in
kamas the justice called a jury who
held an inquest on the body and foundround
for verdict that george 11 galloway
came to his death by freezing on thetha
night of january ath 1868 in kamasramas
prairie his parents were notified of the
death and his remains taken to bishop
gardnersgardenersGardners ward1 on jordan to be
burledburied 1respectfullytardbards trully

GEO BD LEONARD
postmaster kamas

the concluding part of the letter re-
lates to brdr gallowaysGalloways finding brdr lee
getting out of the snow the facts of
which we published at length on mon-
day
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FROM MONDAYS DAILYDAMY

MEETINGS bishop david evans
of lehiLehl spoke at length on the wordwora of wisdom
showing its and the necessity 1 forlor the
saints observing it

afternoon
elder orson hydo spoke nishis remarks were

reported
bishop I1 E harrington spoke upon the ne-

cessity of prepreparinganingaring ourselves bytoy a faithful
co to anilallE the requirements made uupon0aus fonfor administeringlsteristering in the ordinances of hltho

house of god congratulated the saints upon
the efforts now being made in this city andterritory for the spread of education it was
gratifyingatifying to seosee what the word of wisdom la13bloingdoing for this people enabling them to savo
means for the building of temtemplespies schools and
for the accomplishment of the purposes of god
in our social parties it has been too common to
I1indulge in the stimulus afforded by alcohol andtobaccotobacco while the only stimulus that ought to
bbee required hyby latter day saints Is the spirit oftthehe lord and theroythe joy of beholding each othersothera
faces the word of wisdom Is bringing this
about spoke on the principle of honesty and
said thathat true honesty consisted in rendering togod and to all men that which belonged to
them

concluded by exhorting the saints to honorieaiesthe principleslea of eternal life in all the transtransact
eions of lifeilfe

ties liallirali secretary willes has cour-
teously left a note on our desk informing uawi
that elder JT N barker of willard city will
lecture on wednesday evening next in thetho
seventies hall on natural
into six kingdoms embracing the primary and
elementary forces of nature we presume
this Is an addition to the lecture by elder sears

blondin broke his arm by a fall from
his rope at cologne


