562

THEDESERETINEWS.

»
——-\_--—.,-.MLL
R— ——mn

——a

—

ruled among His chosen pedple,
when they enjoyed the higher prin-
ciples, and the liberty of the holy
Gospel; but they became so corrupt
in heart that they could not endure
that liberty, and they pleaded with
God for a temporal king. He told
them it was not good for them; that
a king would rule over them with a
rant’s power; that they had better
ve under the liberty and principles
of the Gospel; but they were too |
wicked in t{'leai‘r lives and chatacter
and existence, and they sought unto
the Lord again for a king, and He,
in His wrath and abger, gave one
unto them, who laid burdens upon
them that were

heavy to be borne. | known as the Campbellite Bap

But as Brother Lyman has said upon
this occasion, America is a choice
land above all other lands, and we
find it recorded in a sacred book that
the Lord has said it is a choice Jand
above other lands, filled with the
blessings of earth and heaven, and
~ He has promised that no king should
reign upon this land so long as the
people should retain those principles
of freedom which are enunciated in
the Gospel of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. This, then, is one
condition in favor of America over
all the other lands of the earth.
Viewing it from this standpoint, the
American people stand higher in the
favor of (GGod, not subject to the
- power of kings and princes and em-
perors, but He hath permitted them
to be ina very h degree a free
people, although they have not yet
come to that high standard of purity
that they shall become a law unto
themselves, and that l]aw an emana-
tion from God. He has permitted
them to choose from their own ranks
those who shall ‘be  their servants,
for the establishment of laws, of
order, and for the redress of their
wrongs and the protection and pre-
servation of their individual rights
This being the case with us, we real-
jize and feel to rejoice that we are
more highly favored of God than
any other people of the world.
; He whose death we have met this
. day to mourn was elected to the
highest position in .the gift of the
American Je—the greatest honor
which eould conferred by man
upon his brother.  His high and ex-
alted ition was not the accident
of birth. He went not forth at the
head of marshalled troops to secure
the but he took the position
because of the willing voice of the
majority of his countrymen,
and when he entered uﬁon the dis-
charge of the duties of his high of-
fice,feelings of party spirit were done
- away with. Theparty which elected
bhim, at least the majority, felt that
they had a chieftain who would ad-
- minister the Jaws, under the consti-
. tution of this government, to the
- best interests of all. His political
~ opponents regarded him with favor,
and though in his own party dissen-
_sion arose, and though his adminis-
tration was not free from embarrass-
ment, caused by the ambition of
others, he lived not long enough to
- determine the wvalue of his service
to his counftry and to the friends of
~his party or to those of his political
. opponents. In the pride of his life,
. in the enjoyment and realization of
“his high ambition, he was stricken
. down by the assassin’s hand.

. It may not be inappropriate on this
eccasion to recall and recite a brief
e raphy of his life; how that from

- early childhood he had met with

. misfortune; how that.when he was

but eighteen months old his father
away and left him the young-

est of four children to be cared for
by a. widowed mother; how he strug-
., gled and sought an existence in the
. carpentfer’s shop; how he drove the
canal boats for his employer; how
he afterwards sought to obtain a po-
. sition upon the decks of the boats

of his class, the highest honors
whieh ean be bestowed upon an in-
dividual graduating from the uni-
versities of our land; and he found

himself, at the age of Twenty-five
years, having co ted his .college &

education,with a suit of clothes and
four hundred snd fiftydellars in debt.
The school in which he first entered

found hima ready scholar, and its

doors were again open to him. He
entered as teacher; before he had
entered’' as pupil hﬂd_"jﬂggpr.f He
now enters as teacher.” Byand by

respect he showed an honesty and
integrity of heart and character far
above many of his colleagues and
associates. After he had continued
as'a member “of House during

number of - years,
within himsenatorial aspirations. By
and by the time came when theé door
opened for his gaining senatorial
honors and they were cheerfully con-
ferred upon hi; But before he was
permitted to’ fill that position, he
‘was called u

fhn becomes its president. Having
religious incli ns he united him-
self with the Disciples of Christ

tists,
In view of this, and holding a posi-
tion in that church, it became his
duty, while president of that college,
to preach and to lecture; and by rea-
son of this fact it was sh d by
many that he ‘had studied for the
ministry. But he had actually pre-

pared himself for the'legal profes-|

although he had but a nomjinal
ice at that time, 'Feeling with-
him a spirit 'of Tiberty, a de-
sire that all men, ‘of whatsoever
nationality, of ©~ whatsoéver 'race
or color, that théy with  bim
should enjoy equal freedom and
equal privileges. It was'‘about this
time when the abolition sentiment
broke out, and in that Section of
country where he lived, it was re-
garded as the hot-bed of abolition-
ism. He partook of its spirit, and
entered by this means into the poli-
tical fleld, and in the campaign of
General ﬁmn:l_unt,hiq speeches called
forth attention, and by ‘and by he
was “elected from the district in
which he lived to represent that
district in the senateof 'the State of
Ohio. He was its youngest mem-
ber, and was there: bhut a short
time before he was acknowledged as
the leader of the abolition’party o
that day, which saubsequently resol
ed itself into the Republican -
of lJater years. After'the war broke
out he was soliciled by Goveérnor
Denison, of Ohio, ‘and tendered a
lieutenant-coloneley in an Ohio vol-
unteer regiment in the service of the
United States. After accepting this
position he was detailed as a recruit.
ing officer in the 42nd Infantry of
Ohio. After that was raised—many
of his al friends and relatives
enlisted  in that regiment, because
theyknew his sterling wort". and in-

sion,

tegrity, and his love ' for 'Lis
country ; after that was
raised he was commlissioned
colonel of. that regiment, He after-

wards went into the war, and by
reason of his. good behavior, his
judgment and his skill as an officer
in the army, in Sandy Valley cam
paign, he was created a brig dier
genml. Afterwards he was trans-
erred to the Army of the Cumber.
land and was placed upon the com-
manding general’s staff, By reason
of his preferment we here begin to
find some individuals jealous of “is
advancement; they began to criti-
cize his ability |
officer in the field, some saying that
he was retained on the commanding
staff for the reason that he was not
¢om t to command in the field,
yet dent Hinsdale pays him the
fitting tribute that in every resp:ct
he was compeient and capable of
discharging every duty devolvin~
upon him in whatsoever position of
life he might be called to act, whe-
ther in the field or elsewhere, While
holding & commission jn the army,
he was elected to Congress from the
district in which he lived. He re-
tired from the fleld because it was a
course of action which did not suit
him. He had no desire for military
referment, neither did 'he love the
eeds of war. His field of action
waschanged from the arena of strife

he became a national farget, as

upon the lakes; how the whole plan
his life was changed by reason of

his baving been stricken down byl

malarial fever, which compelled
him to stay at home to be cared for
by his widowed mother; and how by
encouragemen{ of the school teacher,
who lived in his vicinity, he sought
to obtain an eduecation and to rise to

rominence and to usefulness in life,

his was the turning point in his
life. What education he had gained
was by meeting in the town with
his elders where they would pub-
licly read the newspapers and discuss
the topics of the, day. By this
means he acquired some informa-
tion. Afterwards, when he had, by
the assistance of his friends, acquired
a slight knowledge of arithmetic,
and was able toread and write in.
differently, he was provided with the
means to attend school, in 1849, in
Chester Academy, wherein he mas-
tered all the studies there taughft,

and prepared himself for college.

every individual who occupies that
position must under existing eircum-
stances to a greater or less extent
'when party spirit runs high., And
here I may say that though he war
associated with the Republiean

party his speeches were often op-
posed to his party. Yet when ilfﬂ

came to actin those matters his
vote was always with his party. He
had & desire within him to do that
which was right. He was a politi-
cian, and under some circumstances
we ’knn_w that politicians cannot
act according to their concep-
tions of that which is just
and true, without bringing upon
them the censure of ir party,
But he felt to maintain the integrity

f his own heart, and in this res;ect
he was far ahead of many of his as-
soclates. But onething may besaid
to his honor—and I would that it
could be said of all his associates and
colleagues in (‘ongress—he ‘uever

He entered that college and a-
ated with the metaphysical mﬁ

gsecured to himself a fortune by rea-
son of his pelitical position; in' this

sident Garfield are fresh in the mem-
ory of all, and need not be recalled
upon this occasion, 'He gathered
around him friends; and from his

Etnnncie of fame which it is

he ~had jbrought in Confact™whom I loved

1 by his eountrymen
o of the Uniteﬁ%t% |
trative acts of -

low estate he reached the h’ighnﬂit |far as I knew him,
Je for the citizens of this mﬁmu'

attain unto in political life, and as 1
| have said though ' This troubles
were heavy by reasou
cumstances, they were not alto-
gether of his own making; for we
must realize that in the meantime
the party which placed him in pow-
( was in its decadence — |
had 10st 112 Iapuen yud yiality. I
ost its impulse and vi .
was brought into being to free four
| millivns of blacks in slavery.. Presi-

and purpose and when it was achiev-
ed, when that wiich had caused the
for mation of the party had been ful-
filed, the object of ils*-ﬂreathn"wgg

also tulfilled. And while'in”t
height of . his ''gloryy ' léav-
ing the  affaird” of ' govern-

ment for the time being to his asso-
ciates to go tohis family, to a place
of resort, ' where -¢ircamstances
would be more favorable—going in
the pride of his' ‘hearty and glory of
su 3 suﬁg'.to his Cabinet tha
they had sarmounted . he diffieul-
ties which had beset'them, and how
their sail would bé'¢lear in the pres-
idential courseyorin the dischiarge of
the duties of thie office ‘of ‘President,
he was stricken down by the hand
of an assassin., TIn his personal and
| private: dife, he was’ honésf' and
emperate, He was a de<oted hus-
band and loving father; a"diligént
studenty, an - untiring reader of hi«to-
ry-and of political literature.
was full of wisdom, of knowledge, of
experien: e and executive ability,and
L believe with a desire to ad ninister
the affairs “vof this government
for the benefit of all, not to
the Tresident of ‘& “party,

tut.  to maintain the
of ourcommon country. In his life
and death he hasleft us an example;
an example to all American citizens,

Amerlca as showing how honor and
fame from no condition rise; butin
acting

well your part,”’ and shown tli
_iﬂnulm)’tiry, liut%grﬁy b s
high honors may be
much good accomplis' ed.
has fallen, and the natlon

Brother; Lyman haa already said
Recognizing the providence of G
in this  “thing, may we

8
that we may not be called upon
nﬁ?i?tt? mourn t"i‘f loss of another
chieftain ecially ,by the tragie
hand of afi w:amn.%ayﬁodh ar.

be

and answer our prayers to this end l

d while the nation weeps, may it
at the same time learn a lesson of
wisdom, a lesson which shall result
in the*highest good to the peeple
and to the world.' "Yet though our
Chief M
down by the hand of death, thank
God our nation lives, and may it
continue to live and increase, and
grow until the tree of libérty shall

extend its branehes over every land,

to that of the halls of Congress. Here | #0d until trath and righteousness

shall go forth untoe complete victory,
*AI'I’IEH.”’ . .

: The closing discourse 'was given
e oy ' : '
PRESIDENT GEO. Q. CANNON, -

The occasion which has called us
together to-day i@ not unexpected,
neither has it been for some time. In
fact the impression has rested upon
many minds from the fatal 2nd of
July until the news reached here of
the death of President Garfleld, that
the bullet of the assassin had done
its work, and that it would be im-
possible for him to survivg the shock.
Yet there have been many times,
when' dispatches have been of so re-
assuring a character, that hope has
been quickened in our breasts and
we have thought that after all the
result might not be fatal.

[ have felt this afternoonas though
I ought to make some few remarks,
and yet I have shrunk from doing
#o0. It is' a’' subject:'upon which
would rather hear others

npeak myself. ¢

|

of cir-|adopted to reach us

perhaps all| doing that which he could to assist.

I was well acquainted with Gene-
ral Garfleld, I may say, intimately
acquainted with him. I knew his
noble.character. There I8 no man
in publie life with- whom I have been

more, or for whom I had a higher
esteerd; and that Jove has been

t strengthened by acts of kindness-to=| which they had not, the facilities for

wards me and towards the people
whom L have,the honor torepresent
Whatever may, bﬁe._,ipid of Gengral
(Garfleld by those who, pretend to
‘know his later thoughts and. who
udge from the expressions made in
is inaugural message respecting
Utah, I have but this testimony to
bear now, and as I have always
borne it, that General Garfield, as
P g 4l epriy

to the people of Utah, I neverap-
' adpbtgp him. in: wain when
elp was needed, when special
measures were |
to bring us
into a false position, and to deprive
us of our rights—I say I never ap

sought . to . be|
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. He belonged to the same
sect that they did before they be
came associated with the Lat.
ter-day BSaints, They belonged
to. the. Reformed. .Baptists, after
wards called Campbellites, and
now called the Christism Chureh,
He had advantages of educatlion

education being greater in his boy.
hood and youth and manhiood than
i theirs. 1t was, in my view, a
great triumph when he was nomi.
nated, because I knew how unpopu-
lar the denomination had been to
which he belonged. Fifty years ago
when Parley P, Pratt carried the
gospel to'that part of Ohio where
President Garfield was born, and
Sidney - Rigdon was baptized into
the Churéh, to talk about’a man be-
longing to that denomination ever
becoming President of the United
States seemed to be a8 unlikely as if
would be to-day 10 talk about a
Mormon being made President of
the United States. I therefore felt
considerable sympathy for him, and *

Fealﬂﬂ to him without his respond-
ng cheerfully to my &ppeal, and

He|

me in meeting what [ considered
unjust attacks upon us. [ said, I
think the day after he was shot,that
of a]l the men in public life whom

dent Garfield labored to this end|[ had met, I thought he was the

‘maoat familiar with our doctrines. |
was drawn to him not only by the
nobleness of his character, by.lhe

greatness of hig soul, by his magna-|selves. Thereis nd need to shed

fro

nimity and freedom from, narrow
prejudices, but I was.drawn to him
also because I knew that he was fa-
miliar with our .?}eﬁn
their early _-IEE ory, 8
many of the members, of
our Church; also, that for a certain

distance we believed, the same. rell-
gious truths. 1 felf that his denom-

‘ination, to a certain extent at least,{don Why rhénehou/d seek

le and wi'h|devil, and, as
and - with |

I hoped great things for his admin-
istration.. Bat as has been said, we
mu::f acknowledge the hand of the
Lord ip this as in every other event'
that occurs, and bow in humble s:b
miisgion to it. T would to God th

these thinge would cesage in thi

land, and that men ‘could feel that
if they only let their_enemies slgne
they will die afler awhile {hem-

blood, Death ison the eartii and it
will strike down, ally sooner or later,
This spirit to shed 1lood is of .the
_ | rother Miner has
guoted to” us, it commenced with
Cainslaying his brother Abel,and it
bag run in the earth to a; greater or
less extent from that day to
the present time. 'There is ng res-
eaci

=R - T TN ekt B B & e R T I O I

was the forerunner of that to which | othei’s blodd; they will soon pass
I belonged; and that  Alexander|away; the fiat bas gone forth,andit ¢

Campbell, the founder, and Sidoey | will be executed, and death will
been, imr{come sooner or later.’
ments in{that _ f
the way for the cominw|other’sJifeor to do each other injury . '

Rigdon, his associate, had
the hands of God, instru
re

The spirit .”;

prompts mén  fo take each !

orth of this work; and that many.|is opposed to God: and to eveiythi g

whét‘lhng es
taught by those men,
whgn they heard

prepared for it by the preaching, of

that  denomination. I was, there-|over, iu readins in the dis

| fore, drawn towards him on.that ac

count, as well as for the other rea-
eons which I have slaled.

He was 4 man whom every one

honor | must have loved who ecould love

nobility of character. He was a re-
markable man, & man of extensive
reading and information, and prob.

an example 'to  the young men of | ably as well informed a5 any man

with whom I hve been brought in

‘and ' honesty | san to suit many of
attained and|and I have heard expressions of
But he | dissatisfaction muttered

_ to-day | on the floor of the House because of
a8 a commanding | mourns its honored dead. And as|this feature in his character.

r d all further scenes of this kind, | \ine too

contact; &« man of a kind heart and

well, there all the konor Jies. | love for his fellows, and non-parti-
He bas said inothid- example, “‘act | san to a

 a great extent,for a politician,
He was not a strong enough parti-
is party friends,
against him

He,

+ | in the opinion of many, yielded too
od | much to his

politica opponents. He
could not, from his nature, draw the
rigidly. 'He was not by

nature what may be fermed a stal-
wart, in the

_ political “sense.
not use his conceptiona were
not high enough; but'if he failed at
all in the estimation of his political
friends, it wasin his execution of

|8rru

political duty. In my opinion that
ng from the natural kindness of
He may have been willing to talk

agistrate has been stricken | against us; he did i) his inangural

message;  but I always thought that
if President : Garfield . conld be

)- brought face to fage with any ques-

tion affecting us, and matters could
be laid falrly before him, he was a
0 an of too high and too just a eon-
ception of right, todo even & hum-
ble and obscure people like we are—
a people who have been maligned
and who are unpopular as we are—
an injustice knowingly. That is my
estimate of his character.

_A. more unprovoked murder never
occurred in politieal life than his. It
was an . atrocious  deed. ' Nothing
whatever occurred during his ad-
ministration. to provoke ; such a
result. And believing as we do that
no murderer can have . eternal life,
there is a punishment that awaits
his assassin which the, vengeance of
man cannot comprehend,; He may
be executed; and if such a thing as
torture were permissable under our
laws, man’s vengeance would not
approach that eternal punmishment
which he will no doubt receive tor
the shedding of this blood.

While conversing with General
Garfield upon our people he has
often reminded me of some of the
men I knew in boyhood; for in-

speak than i

stance,of Sidney Rigdon and Parley

used the, doctrines|th t emanates from Him.

|

It. was{ sbould be trampled, upon, and a

P, Pratt. He was a man of their

Bleoed |

, afterwards, | should not be shed except in self: ¥
n he fulness of the|defense or as' a
truth gladly received it, having been | when the law is executed.

penalty for

crime .

h
patches I;
that there was a ?rubahility_nfn s
mob breaking into threjail and tak- 4.
ing this murderer out and axaeutiulﬁ 'P“
vengeance upon  him. 1 -would ¢,
regard it ‘a8 one Of = the pe
most wafortunate things that 1
could befall we, next, in fact, to the o
killing of President Garfleld himself, o
for such violence to be reserted 1o, L:
It would be an act that eyery man ,
of right féeling would blush to tiithk -
of, that in- our-land, and under a T,
form of government like ours, a j.
miserable maniac—-for the man who he
could commift'this crime 13 & maniac | ;
—could not be lefé'in eharge of the y
proper otficers until the law should {
have its couise. It would be a dread- ‘r
ful spectacle, and I would mourn
over because of the existence of .a o
feeling whieh should not have place ),
in the hearts of Americans ., Noj; 1t ,
would be hetterfor him to e-cape g
mun’s vengeance than that the law

|t

Thereisone thing I have mourned

daedl of violenee committed . that
would . posterily to blush,
There isﬁ%m}g&, ﬁ?ﬁ_"ﬂ?ﬂl‘, v £ his :E
escaping punishment,and not the P
leastn ity to have. reconrre to i
mob violence, Thisis & hateful me-
‘thod of wreaking. vengeance, and is in
?in more justifiable than assassina-

on g

My brethren and  sisters, if. there :';
has ever 'been a disposition in eur-y,
hearts, a "desirs in our feelings to
take revenge, either to take personal g
vengeanee, of o wish that some i)
publie vengeance should be executed 't
upon any of those who have. offend- ¢

usor even mobbed us, if there PI
has been a spirit of that kKind in us \
orsuggested itself to' us, let. us be- |
seech God, our heavenly Father, to |
take away that feeling from us. It g
is not good, and we cannet indulge
in a spirit of that kind withoyt sin- |,
ning against Him. Our great ex. ,
emplar, the Savior, has left for us
an example that we should always re
remember: “Father, torgive them,” j,
was His expression; and surely ‘we j,
'should be able to say the same .
of all who may have  ‘offend-
ed -us, or done us  am  imjury,
whether it be areal orfancied injury. |}
This man who has caused this na-
tion tpremourn andym facty it may
be said, causel humanity to mourn,
imagined be was justified in doing
this cruel deed; at. least, we are led
to suppose that some faneied injury
either to himself (r somebody else
overturned his: .weak -mind-and
yrompted him to commit this atro-
city, <1t isan easy thing foramen, if
they will yield to the feeling, to al-

|

—
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