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It is good for those who profess to be believ-
ers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to practice
his doctrines, to keep his principles before
them. It is good tospeak often one to another
concerning the things of the Kingdom of God.

Man is a mystery to hiwseIf, and but few of
the inhabitants of the earth inguire into their
own organization—their being, their capacity,
or even into principle. The nations of the
earth come and go, and every person of reflec-
tion discerns a deep mystery in man, Tuere
18 & spirit in man, and that spirit is more or
less enlightened and instructed by a superior
spirit, vet the hearts of men are absorbed in
the things of time, and they wear out their
lives in their effurts to preserve them. Thig is
tbe reason why so many paes like a clond—
they are here, they take no thonght only to
subsist as long as they can, and they are gone
forever,

Of those who have leisure and means to im-
prove their minds and make themselves very
useful, there are but few who do not gquander
their time and means. They do not improve
upon their talen's, or, as br. Heywood obser-
ved, they do not unprove upon the capital they
possess. There is a great amount of ignor-
ance in the world, and most people are lacking
in researches’ concerning their own origin.
Some have not the opportunity, others have
not the time, and with the majority their edu-
cation is such that they have not the digposi-
tion for those researches. But above all they
waste the knowledge that is naturally within
them — their natural endowments. All men
should study to learn the nature of mankiund
and todiscernthat divinity inberent in them, A
spirit and power of research is planted within,
yet they remain undeveloped,

There is one very predominant trait in the
hnman family, the seeking for power. The
great majority constantly study to gain influ-
ence—they traverse the world over to attain
it. This trait is in a great measure derived
from their traditions. As the master acts,
does, says, and believes. 8o does the servant.
As the parent marks his steps through life, so
the steps of the children are measured, and the
millions of consequent peculiarities have to be
taken into account in dealing with the human
family. Tradition seizea upon the scholar
when he first commences his education, and
more or less c'ings to the human family
through life, and we have to deal with people
according to their understanding. They are
only capable of receiving a certain portion at
a hime,

What will satiefy the mind? Wil gold?
Will silver? Will houses, lands, and posses-
sions? Search the world over and vou will at
once discover that they will not. Will power
and influence over their fellow beings satisfy?
They will not. They may give a momentary
satisfaction, but it soon passes away like a
morning cloud, and the possessors are still
laboring and striving to attain more. This
was exhibited in the career of Alexander the
(zreat, who conqnered almost the whole of the
then known world, and was still so dissatisfied
with himeself and with bis life—~with his power
and possessions—that he died in debauchery
at an early age. He obtained power, wealth,
fame, and renown, and was still so dissatisfied
that he mourned and wept and threw away
his life ere arriving at middle age.

What would satisfy the children of men, if
they bad it in their possession? Only trutl,
and the troe principles and conduct flowing
from its observance. True, certain classes of
the inhabitants of the earth are pretty well
satisfied with themselves, throngh their re-
scarchea in the philosophies of the day, and
especially in the science of astronomy which
gives the greatest scope to the mind, and yet
they are not fully satisfied. What will satisfy
us? If we understood all prineiples and pow-
ers that are, that have been, and that are to
come, and had wisdom sufficient to control
powers and elements with which we are agso-
ciated, perhaps we would then be satisfied. If
this will not satisfy the human mind, there is
uothing that will.

ls there any such thing as happiness upon
the earth? There is, and could people under-
stand its beginning—its germ — they would
sirive to obtain truth and to increase in true
knowledge; then the person caleulated to re-
ceive mnch would bave enjoyment in propor-
lion, and one capacitated to receive but Jittle
would be satisfied therewith. Is there auch
knowledge upon the earth? There is. Are
there true prineiples? There are, and we heard
a portion of them this morning in the doctrine
of salyation.

[£ people understood true philogophy—eter-
nal philogophy—they would understand that
there 13 an eternity of matter. Astronomers
estimate that there is between us and the near-
st fixed star, ma‘ter enough from which to
organize millions of earths like this. Thereis
an eternity of matter, and it is all acted upon
and filled with a portion of divinity. Matter
'8 to exist, it cannot be annihilated. Eternity
i3 without bounds and is flled with matter, and
there is no such place as empty space. And
i atter is capacitated to receive intelligence.

[f we could so understand true philesophy a8

to understand our own creation and what it is
for, what deaign and intent the Supreme Ruler
had in organizing matter and bringing it forth
in the capacity that [ behold you here to-day,
we could comprebend that matter cannot be
destroyed, that it is subject to organization and
disorganization, and could understand that
matter can be organized and brought forth into
intelligence, and to possees wore intelligence,
and to continue to increase in that intelligence,
and could learn those principles that organized
matter into animals, vegetables, and into in-
telligent beings, and could discern the divinity
acting, operating, and diffueing principles into
matter to produce intelligent beings and to ex-
alt them to what? Happiness. Will nothing
short of that fully satisfy the spirits implanted
within us? No.

You can daily observe the operations of the
spirits of men in the streets of this city; there
you can now see the world exhibited as it is,
You can see people hurrying from the east to
the west, from the west to the east, from the
north to the south, and from the south to the
north., Have they an object in view? Ask
the traveler whether he Las; ask the bystander
whether there is an object in his mind.
Whether I stand or walk, whether ] labor or
rest, lie down or rise up, in all my acts in life
there is an object. I bave something in view,
you have something in view, and so has the
whole human family, as also all intelligence of
every grade, '

What principle object have human beings in
view? Happiness. Give me glory, give me
power, give me wealth, give me a good name,
give me influence with my fellow men, give me
all these and it does not follow that I am
thereby made happy; that depends altogether
upon what prinziple those acquisitions were

ained. Absolute tyranny never can produce
appiness, neither can an influence unjustly
gained and used; but give me influence with
the children of men, and can that alone pro-
duce bappiness? It cannot. What will give
a man joy? That whieh will give bim peaze.
What will produce joy and peace? [f' a man
gains influence from the confidence he enjoys
through his integrity. hie honesty, goodness,
uprightness, virtue, and truth, that influence
will satisfy his miud, and influence gained in
other courses can not,

Many bave been hated, despised, and hunted
on account of their influence with their fellow
beings. Has any one in our generation? Yes.
Are there not scores of men and women here
who are familiar with the death of our Pro-
phet? Why did people hate him? Because
of bis influence. Did he gaip or exercise an
nnrighteous influence? By no means. He pos-
seesed a righteous influence over the spirits,
feelings, passions, and diepositions of all who
delighted in truth and gooduness, so far as he
associated, and could guide them at his pleasure.

Am | hated for the game cause? [ ami I am
hated for teaching people the way of life and
salvation—for teaching them principles that
pertain to eternity, by which the (Gods were
and are, and by which they gain influence and
power. Obtain that influence and vou will be

hated, despised and hunted like the roe upon |

the mountains. The way to obtain that influ-
ence is yointed out by whom? By Him through
whom the worlds were created, and who Las
redeemed this earth and all things upon it.

He gave his life a ransom to atone for the
sins of this world, and He has pointed ont the
way. His law is sacred, omnipotent, eternal,
and that is the law to obey. Lst the Lord
speak, and let the people obey.
way to gain that happiness which all mankind
are seeking, and no other course can satisfy
the noble, godlike spirit placed in man, who ig
formed for the express purpose of pregerving
his identity toall eternity. Without strict ob-
Rervance to the laws by which worlds were and
are created—to the words of the Eternal—no
being can inherit eternal lives.

These are Lhe principles that this people,
who are by many deemed to be the most ignor-
ant, out-landish, corrupt, base, vile, and wick-
ed people on the globe, have imbibed and are
striving to practice, and through o doing are
hated all the day long. lgnorant! Yes, we
are ignorant, but we are on the high road to
that eternal knowledge that fills the bosoms of
the Gods in eternity. If we are faithful to the
end we have the proinise that we shall obtain
that crown of glory and eternal life that will
give us the satisfaction we are seeking. These
principles are true, and let me observe to all,
sain’'s and einners, young and old, wise and ig-
norant, do not mistake any points of doetrine
you hear preached. The spiritin man is always
enlightened, more or less, by the Spirit of the
IHu y Oue of lsrael—that Being who gave the
aw,

When He pleases to bless the children of
men, He is able to accomplish His purpose.
If be is disposed to permit a Nebuchadnezzar
to seea finger writing on a wall, it is his privi-
lege to do so. If He is disposed to talk with
an Enoch, or to show himself to the brother
of Jared, it is his privilege. And if he is dis-
posed to pour out the Holy Ghost upon the
bhouse of Cornelius before he embraced the
gospel in the usual way by baptism for the re-
mission of sins, it is his privilege. The prin-
ciple is, God must be obeyed. And even after
Cornelius and his house had received the Holy
Gbost they did not, like gome in our day. rise

oo and say, “We bave no need to be baptized.”
Why did not Cornelius tell Peter that be had
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received the Holy Ghost and was as good a
christian as he? But no, he must send to Joppa
for one Simon Peter who would tell him words
whereby he and his household could be saved.
What words? To be baptized in water. Peter
did not tell them to receive the Holy Ghost,
for they had received it,

Thev had already been endowed with the
Holy Ghost, and it was the right and privilege
of Him who laid down his life to redeem the
children of men, to bestow that Holy Ghost
where and when he pleased. If Cornelius bad
refused to have been baptized, be never would
have received the influence of the Holy Ghost
afterwards. He must obey the outward ordi-
nances to secure to himseelf eternal lives—to
attain the blessings consequent upon obedi-
ence,

Jesus of Nazareth, who appeared to Saul of
Tarsus in the way, opened the vision of his
mind and conversed with him and told him
wbat todo. Did he tell him that he was a
christian, that his sins were forgiven and that
there was nothing more to be done? He did
not. Did heintimate to him, in the least, that
he was prepared to go and preach the gospel?
Not in the least. It could be said to him, %]
am Jesus whom thou persecutest,” and Paul
could ery out,*Lord, what shall I do?” Go to
Damascus andyou will there find a man named
Ananias who will tell you what to do. Paul
was led into the city, and immediately sent for
Ananias. After the Lord told Anauias to go,
he refused, for he had heard of the persecu-
tions by Saul, of his dragging men and women
to prison, but the Lord informed him that he
had appeared to Saul onthe way, and told him
to go and converse with him and fear not. What
did Ananias tell Saul to do? To go and be
baptized, for the same Jesus who appeared to
you on the way told me to come and tell you
what to do.

That is the|

It is the Lord’s privilege to give the Holy
| Ghost to whom he will, and it is not for us to
question him in bis right, power. and privilege
—in the extent of his doings. He bleases the
human family; he raises up nationsakingdoms
anJ governments, and controls in the armies of
the world. He rules in the heavens and makes
the wrath of man praise him, and gives his
Spirit when and to whom he pleases. Shall 1
say that He has given it to his Saints all the
day long? Yes, for | know that He has. Have
they enjoyed the light of the spirit of revela-
tion? Yes, and so, more or less, haa every
being that has been born upen this earth. 1
never passed John Weeley’s chureh in Lordon
without stopping to look at it. Was he a good
man? Yes, I suppose him to have been, by all
accounts, as good as ever walked on this
earth, according to his knowledge. Has he
obtained a rest? Yes, and zreater than ever
entered bis mind to expect, and so have thou-
sands of others of the various religious de-
nominations. Why could he not build up the
kingdom of God on the earth? He had not the
priesthood; that was all the difficulty he la-
bored under. Had the priesthood beéen con-
ferred nupon him he would have bailt up the
kingdom of God in his day as it is now being
buiit up. He would have iutroduced the ordi-
nances, powers, grades, and quorums of the
priesthood, but not holding the priesthood, he
could not do it. Did the Spirit of God rest
npon him? Yes, and does, more or less, at
times, upon all people.

Christ is the light of the world, and lighteth
every man that cometh into it. Were it not
forthe lightthat isin the people they would not
hate us, thev would not exelaim as they do,—
“*We came here to cut your throats. but we
cannot guite accomplish onr purpose.” That
is what they came for—they haur no other in-
tent, except, in addition, to plunder and des-
troy our property snd pollute our wives and
daughters., What causes them to hate us?—
Tbe light that is in them—the Spirit of the Al-
mightv that rests on the nations—which proves
the old Scriptures to be true where they state
that the report of the work that the Lord
would bring forth inthe last days should make
the people tremble and quake. The light that
;18 in them convicts them and teaches them
that the doetrine the Elders of Israel preach
among them is the gospel of salvation, and
say they, “we will not have it.”? Have you
not heard many of them say that they would
rather go to hell than to believe it? % «“1 will
not believe what you preach, though I go to
hell for disobeying it.”

That Spirit that is in them—the ingpiration
of the Almighty which giveth understanding—
eonvinces them that the doctrine is true, Were
it falge doctrine it would be thought ne more
of than any other of the numerous isma in the
worid. They would pass by it as kindly and
as easily as they do Socialism or any other
doctrine.but it convicts the people. Am I sor-
ry for them? [ am; my soul aches for them,
because they cannot resolve and aet in accord-
ance with the dictates of that Spirit which ev-
er prow.pts the houman heart aright, bat rise
up and declare, “we will not believe this doc-
trine.”? Whatthen? You mustsuffer. Thou-
sands are euffering now; ministers are groan-
ing in pulpits, and deacons and lay members
are groaning in congregations — there are
groans in secret places, in public places, in
bigh ways and by waye—every where people
are in pain, in sorrow, in migery, and.in short,
are in hell. What is the matter? ¢ Mormon-

T

inm is yet in exiatence—it is not destroyed.”
Why can they not muster courage emough to
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say, “our independent organizations we will
use, and will not suffer the devil, nor fathers,
mothers, priests, neighbors, worldly reputa-
tion, riches, oranything else, todeter us from
embracing and practicing the principles of
eternal life?”” That course would at once start
them on the road to happiness. * But,/’ says
the devil, “if I let you go you will get out of
my power and reach, and 1 cannot get you
again,”” Suppose the world should turn round
and say, “Mr. devil, we have been copartners
long enough.”

I remember that when 1 made a profession
of religion, after being called an infidel by the
Christians, 1 often used to get a little puzzled,
The evil one would whisper to me that | had
done this, that, or some other thing wrong,and
inquire whether that looked like a Christian
act, and remark, “you have missed it,you bave
not done right, and you know it; you did not
‘do as well in such a thing as you might, and
are you not ashamed of vourself in saying that
you are a Christian? You profess the religion
of Jeaus Christ, and now manifest such weak-
ness!” Said I, Mr, devil, it is none of your
bgsiness. You may go bebind, or before, or in
aly other direction, but you and I have dissolv-
ed partnership, and what I do I am accounta-
ble for to a more glorious being than you are,
So lorg as we were in partnership I bad to
give an account of my doings to you,but now it
is not for you to fret yourself about my doings,
for you have no interest whatever in the mat-
ter; and thus I have acted with him from that
time until now,

I have experienced and learned much since
I embraced the gospel, and have become thor-
oughly convinced that the world lieth in ignor-
ance and are wandering after a shadow—that
is, falge principles. There is no solid peace
and Joy, no permanent comfort and consol-
ation to be found between—shall I goto the ex-
tremes? yes,the sectarian extremesg—the top of
the topless throne and the bottom of the bot-
tomless pit. There is not a particle of perman-
ent happiness, between these two extremes, to
the noble spirits within ug;it is only to be found
in the principles of eternal life that open the
gates of heaven to all believere. The man
that places his affections upon the gold, the
silver, the goods, chattels, and precious things
of this earth, and seeks for power over his fel-
low man upon false principles will never real-
ize the happiness that the noble spirit within
him is designed to enjoy.

TI'ben cling to the principles of life that open
eternity and reveal to us what we are, making
known to ws our relationship to Ged, which to
the world is a great myastery.

In the year 1850 I entertained one of my
Baptist friends some two cr three weeks. 1
could not persuade bim to preach, but asked
him a great many questions, and I found him
just where I had Jeft themn years ago. 1 asked
him questions with regard to the dectrines
taught in the Bible; could he auswer them?
No, he wae asignorant as a child of the great
plan of salvation. During Lis st ay,l preached in
the old Bowery, and when I cameto the point
that I knew he was looking for—totell who God
the Father and God the Son are—1J dropped the
subject. When we arrived home, he said, “br.
Young, why did you not go on a little further?
You drew my whole soul out to learn sometLing
that I never had learned.” 1 said to him that
I did not proceed further because he was there.
He then remarked, *I have been preaching
thirty years, and I was very anxious to learn
the true doctrine upon the very point yon spoke
of to-day. Ihave heard much about your peo-
ple and rtarritd here to learn; why could you
not bave told us more?” Ireplied, I wish you
fo teach. *“But I do rot know anything about
the subject.” I will ro conch my guestions
that vou enon will. Do vou believe the Old
and New Teslament? “Yes.” 1 then asked
him a few questions with regard to the coming
forth of the Son of man, as he is called in a
few places. Do you believe that he was born
of the virgin Mary—that he was the son of
Mary? “Yes.” Do you believe that the
Apostle told the truth when he said that he was
begotten by the Father? “Yes.” Why do you
dispute it then, or throw a doubt uponit? Was
he not flesh of our fleeh. and bone of our bone,
if the history given of him is true? 0, Yes.”
Whom did he look and act like, and whose er-
rand did he come to dec? I then turned and
read ‘whoso hath seen me hath scen the Fath-
er,” and inquired, do you believe that? ¢ Yes,
but I rever before viewed the matter in the light
itnow appears.” Is he not the very express im-
age and likeness of his Father in heaven?-——
The Bible says he is, do you believe the Bible?
HY!!‘H »

In a short time be answered my questions,
and I took him back to Adem and gave him to
understand clearly who the Bible taught that
he wae. I learned from my Baptist friend that
his sect were just where Ileft them twenty five
years ago.

As br. Heywood has just remarked in your
hearing, the people do not improveon their
capital. Every man and woman that has tal-
ent and hides it, will be called a slothful ser-
vant. lmprove day by day upon the capital
you have. In proportion as we are capacitat-
ed to receive, so it is our duty to do. Some
learn more and faster than others, more readi-
ly see and comprehend the bearings of their
lessons and the relationship they sustain to
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