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TRAVELING THROUGH SOUTHERN

UTAH INTO ARIZONA

sl COND LETTER 1

leavinglea vine Parag oonah we came to

cedar city thethencenee westward across
the valley about tonten miles and through
aablyhilay country about miles
further to pinpintoto in washington

we werew are now on the old

california freight road that waswa trav
ead soBO much twenty five yearn ago
buforestore the advent of railroad it laIs

for local travelused exceptnaw little
age5 were now rapidly approaching the
hof desert country about which we
had heard SOeo many startling stories
aindana it was with a8 feeling akin to dread
that we entered it

way up 1 devler valley we met a
and daivman with a covered wagon

borses the yellowtug a span of jaded
daw on hiebig wagon cover and the huge
water barrel at the bideaide told us he was
from arizonaarana when we told him we
were bound for the same country hfbe
putpot on one of those knowing selfbelt bonfi
dentdebt looks thattall characterize men of01

ability and judgment in the
nowhour of great triirl 1 and after tiling up
wr outfit he listfiat there in deep thought
ff severalleveral minutesminu tee he then pro-
ceeded to make us acquainted
with the horrors of the coun-
try through which we would
have to peep and warned us solemnlyBolen anly
aft to drive ft and never to be caught
buthe desert without water in the bar

he ran bight tongue out and with
gesture indicated what

the result would be Aatt cove fort
men justjuat returned from

alfans one at them told us hebe
crowed the desert with an empty
wagon that bigbl team gave out and he
hthad to unhitch and leave the wagon
boothe desert determining to ride the
horem am far asaa hebe could and when they
failed entirely to try and reach water
onOB tootloot luckily water waswaa nearer
than he had thought and he got
through safely but bad to sell hishie
team twice and buy fresh horses to go
onOB with another told us of the
dreaded of the riobio virgin
and howbow horses and wagon would be
buried in their lasting embrace all
of them told us of the awful heatbeat aid
swore that when they left
the thermometer stock at
degrees in the shade and the
hot season hadbad not fairly commenced
toe keeper of the fort alsoalao
warned us of the poisonous grasses

that we would flodfind ooon the desert and
told upOB that they would look tempting
to the hungry horses but we must notnolt
let thethemm sateat or death sudden and
awful would be the result at pinto
we met a man in the street when
we told him where we were going he
put on one of those mysterious looks and
said solemnly GentgentlemenlemeD stay away
from there you dont want none of it
I1 have been there take my advice
you dontdonn want none of it then he
proceeded to tell us about the awful
heatbeat the flies and the bleak barren
deserts to be crossed till my heart
almost faike weme and I1 was halthalf minded
to turn back ar 4 go home no wonder
that we bad feelings of dread and
strange misgivings as we approached
the fatal region

the night we stayed at pinto was
cool and pleasant and when we arose
at 65 am to resume our journey it waswae
so cold that we found ourur costscoats and a
robe over our laps hardly sufficed to
keep upue warm our course now was
along the old california road throng bh
the hillybilly coucountryu try about ten milesmies
west of pinto wiewe passed a little valley
skirted by hillsbills of considerable
eltelevation there tois a spriggv g
in the valley and a field otof
alfalfa on which a number of horses
and cattle were grazing this isin the
mountain meadows where the massallmassa
erecre took place thirty six years ago and
where john D lee was executed
formerly there was a monument or
stone mound erected to mark the spot
where theme dreadful dead was enacted
but we were told tuat it had fallen
down until now there was hardly any
thing left of it

soon after leaving1 mountain mead-
ows wwee crossed a ridge of considerable
elevation and commenced to descend
towards the tributariestributa ries of the colorado
we hadbad pawedpassed the rim of the basinbagin
the aspect of the country was now
changed A new variety of trees
lined the creek banksbank A number of01
species of cactus different from soyauy
thing we had before seen covered the
barren hillsidesbillhill sides quail of a variety
different from those we had been
familiar with in the states flit
about among the bushesbushed toe atmos

before had been pleasant
commenced to gotget warmer and as wew
descended towards the santa clara it
became hot

our road after crossing the rim
took a southwesterly direction our
desant waswae quite rapid the hillsbills growgrew

to be mountains on our left wa
pine valley and beyond it the moun
alne of the same name on the ri h 9

was the deep gorge of ththea santa claraclara
and beyond the beaver dam moun-
tains pine valley creek has cut itsifway through a deep box canyon for
several milemilfus and falls into the claraclamon the left of the pine creek we no

a cone cast several
hundred feet high that appeared to us
to be an extinct crater this we
learned to be a fact proven by the
great lava cliffs that line the east bank
of the clara for a considerable dist
ance

after traveling along a lava mesa
for several miles we descended a steep
dugway and reached the ularsclara at its
jutu action with pine creek pine creek
is a large stream much larger than the
clara at this season and its waters are
good and cool while those of the clara
are warm and strongly megnatey with
alkali about three miles below the
junctionunction otof the clara and pine creek
we came to a small village of about
twenty houses called gunlockGun Jock the
inhabitants make a living by cultivat-
ing thethennarrowarrew strip of land along the
river bottom and by raising sheep
and cattle which they pasture in the
adjoining mountains ExexcellentIlent
fruits are grown here wheat was ripsripe
and cut while at pinto 25 miles
back it was but a few inches
high I1 know of no other place inutah where there isin so great a change
of climate in so short a distance theweather was warm in the daytime but
at night it was pleasant and agreeablewe saw more house flies at gunlock
than abanyat any other place on the entire
trip

promfrom Cl unlock our road ran alongalone
the bed of the clarkclara for ten miles or
soao to jacksonsjaaksons old copper smelter
there we left the clara and crossed the
beaver dam mountains to the valley
of the virgin it was on the clara
that we lintfirst encountered the good
broadb that you bear so much of inthis country they alternate with sand
and gravel and rooksrocks however we
gut over them and had some parts of
the wagon left

descending from the beaver dam
mountains you witness another of
those great changes that we mentionedon descending to the clara othere tola
notdot a8 single thing in sight that isin fam-
iliar to the eye of a northerner all is
obanchangedged the mountains are entirely
barren not a tree or brush or shrub


