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PATENT ON DRIVE WELLS.

We have been requested to state what
effect the recent declsion of the Unlted
ftates Supreme Court relative to the
drive well patent will have on the
driven or flowing wells of this Terri-
tory. The text of the decision has not
yet been published, and our only
sources of informution regarding its
effect and scope are the meagre tele- |
graphic references to it, and brief com-
ments which some of our easteru ex-
changes have made upon it.

From these we gather that the patent
confirmed by the decigion referred to
wad ju litization fourteen years, and
that it expired January 24th, 1885.
Hence the decision has na applicatien
except to wells sunk prior to that date,
and while the patent was in force. The
particular patent confirmed by this de-
cisien is that of Neison W. Green, and
he is authorized by iu $o collect u roy-
alty on 1l] wells sunk prior to Jan.
24th, 1885, that infringed on his inven-
t1on. An exchange saysthis royalty will
pmbahl%‘be $10. As very few]were sunk
in this Territory prior to that date,
very few if any willbe subjeet to the
royalty.

The Rural New Yorker says thad
about 100 different puatents, covering
various fcatnres of tube wells, have
been obtuined, nearly all of whicn have
explred. A few, however, remain in
force, but wbat poluots they cover we
have no means at hand of ascertuining
Jt is hardly likely that tbe drivers or
owners of tube wells ig this Territory
will be molested bg' any puatentee,
otherwlse there would likely have been
sg;ne Btir regarding the matter before
this,

QUEEN VICTORIA.

THE avnouncement comes that Queen
Victorta, on the occasion of her jubi-
le®, will formally proclaim the libera-
tion of all prisoners of the army and
navy who bave been convicted ol
mloor offenses, This 1s an indication
ot that political generosity which has
ever charascterlzed Her Britannic
Majesty, though that she can be steru
and unyielding if :necessary has been
evinced on too many occasions to need
comment at this time, She has been
an undisturbed occopant of the Brit-
ish throne for fifty years, and duoring
that time has witnessed such trans-

formations in the natiomal affairs
of mankind as have made the
nineteenth the most cventfn] of the
centuries save only the first., Recelv-
fog the crown less than & weneration
after the second attempt of her gov-
ernment to coerce ity American off-
spring into snbjection to the royal
sway, and knowing all of the history
of both strageles for liberty, she has
profited by the past and recognized as
vle of the foremost powers of the
earth, separate and independeat, the
former colonies of her Empire or this
side of the Atlantic. That she has
been overswayed at times and indunced
to give her consent t0 measures which
her counselors were determived npon,
ia a mgptter of history, but it is
ut least & fair presumption that her
heart and "her judgment were both in
conflict with ber action, and thet not
only herself bnt her family entertain
the warmest of feelings for the off-
spring beyond the ses.

It {s customary among these who
are unipiormed to attribnte all the
abuses of power, the fosterineg of aris-
tocracy, tiae condition of the toiling
masses, and the wreiched manper in
which Ireland pas beea gystematically
dealt with, to the head ot the British
government, Nothing coald be fur-
ther from the possible and the prob-
able facts. She is oniy the head of the
nation by hereditary right,her presence
and ber title beiug merely the ce-
ment which binds tbe governmental
fabric together; the term *‘fler
Maujesty” is more a symbol denoting
the survival of & ‘traditional and
deeply-rooted system than a term jm-
plying power; for while her assent is
necessary ty all measores which be-
cone operative, the actis rearly al-
xays the registered decree of hermin-
istry. Tais must be of necessity, from
tie fact that an ipfapt or & lonatic
might be the King or Queen aud the
burdens of state wonld fall then ex-
gctly where they fall new. So that
abuses at home or abroad need not be
churzed to Victoria’s acceunt; the
example which she sets as
a mother, her deportment as a
woman, fder dignity as a pnblic
fizure and her amiability as a sover-
cign being the features of her ilife
which most command asttention and
concernipg which alone criticism can
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properly be nsed. In zil these respects
spe has been, if not heyond reproach,
a8 pearly 60 a5 any ope surrounded by

.sucth volaminous ¢lirceinglances and

confronied with such vast® conse-
quences couald be and remain human;
that is why the civilized world do hai
personal homage and why many who
abhor the system of which she i3 the
English representative nnite in aning
proper respect to herself on the fif-
tieth anniversary of her reign,

A SENSELESS FABRICATION
ELABORATED,

Frox John A. Bagley, now pursuing a
coursé of studies ut the Ann Arbor,
Michigan, Uulversity, we have re-
ceived the following under date of the
11th inst:

““Erclosed find an article clipped
from the Detroit Free Press, This is
only one out of muny such statements
that “Yourny Latter-day Saints® are
called on to exptaln while ahroad, The
Mountain Meadow Muassucre has be-
come an old chesthut; most of ns can
give the origin and history ofjthat. But
many such stories as this generully
formed on nothing, and if there is aay
thing te starv from we have but
little opportunity to become acquaju-
ted \with the cbuaracteriand clrcum-
stances connected therewith. Asyom
no doubt are aware it j8 excecdingly
emburrassing to become an interrogate
for tbe alumui on such subjects. If I
was acquaiuted with any of toe circum-
stunces of the above named article I
would answer it in the Free Press, but
weare compelied to rewaln silent as to
its origin, but can raise ourvoicesin
defense of the reputation of the peoplu
of Utah.”

The clipping referred to appeared in
tke paper trom which it was tuken
under & large -type heading—**Escaped
from Bondage,' with uppropriate sub-
headlines, rendering the 'orrible tale
duly conspicucus. It is the same
story, jo & more elaborate shape, that
came over the wiresa short tine ugo
a8 an Associated Press dispatch, and
was then referred to oy this journal.
The reason of its being in more ex-
tended form in the Free Press I8 doubt-
less owing to the speciul correapondeft
of lhatdpaper elnr determined notto
be ontdone a8 an enterprisicg news
fubricater in detail by s ¢ommon As-
soclated Press dispenser of relutions
of {mpessible incidents.

That the people: who are located at
the scene of the fubulosity may be
able te peruse a fuller uccount ot what
never occurred among tbem, we here-
witht present it for their entertain-
ment:

‘“‘“John Brennan, chief gate keeperat
the Pennsylvania Railrosd stution fn
Jersey City, this afternoon noticed a
young woman who had arrived on a
train from the west and who scemed
to be ata lbss what to do. He gques-
tioned her and ufter 2 while succeeded
in learning her story, Her nawe, she
said, was Eleanor Paston. Several
months dago she and sixteen other
Eoung women cstme from Cornwall,

ngland, with a party of Mornion con-
verts. ‘The pms was in charge of
Elder Bascom. n arriving ln Salt
Luke City Eleanor and a {riend
named Amelia Clegg, a delicate young
woman, were ussigned to Elder Bas-
con znd were taken to his house,
There they found three of the Elder’'s
wives, the eidest of whom is described
by Miss Paston as an old hag with u
violent temper. The new arrivais did
not like the prospect and resolved to
make thelr escape if posslble. They
were assigned toa room and it was
understood that the next dzy the cere-
mony of ‘Bealing’ them to Eider Bas-
com would be performed. Tbey then
tore the bedclothing into strips and
jowered themseglves out ol the win-
dow. Wandering about they met
Junius F. Wells, spother Elder, to
whom they told tbeir story, Wells
took pity on them, and agreed to ajd
them in escaping from the city. He
took them 40 his stable snd dressad
them iumale attire, which had been
worn by two of the farm hands. As
they were leaving the stable t¢ go to
the rallroad station Dascom zppeared
and asked Wells if be had seen two
oung women. He answered tbut he
ad not, and turmu{g to the dlsgnised
zad tremblig females commenced giv-
ing them some instroctions sbont the
work they were to do that day on the
farm. Bascown left nnd Wells started
the femules in the direction of the
depot, after providing thew withEome
money. They bosarded a train apd gok!
safely away. When they thought thgy |
were ut a safe distance they confl
their secret to.some ladies, and were
provided with some suitable wenrlgg
apparel. Oneof theladies, who liv
in Qmaha, took & {ancy to Miss Clegg
aud offered to provide a home for her.
Toe offer was tbankfully accepted,
Miss Paston came on te New York."

There are a nnmnber of inaccuracies
that stand in the wuy of the stery be-
ing believed here. Perhaps it may be
unnecaessary to ennmerate them, but a
few wmay be uppropriately imen-
tioned: Eleanor Paston and her
consumptive compuanlon are myths.
As no such person as Elder Bascom
ever broant a compapy of "Mormon
converts’’ here, and there belng no
person in this region by that pname
that we know of, or cun discover, that
imaginary individnal, originated 1n the
reportorinl brain, must be relegated to
the same sphere. The awful escupe
scenes must be placed in the catalog
of the impossible. - It is difticn]t 3‘

understand how Mr. Junius K. Well%,ﬂ

the only bone fide person mentloned,
could possibly be 50 prominent
4y actor in  such a dra-
mutic vccnrrence without beiog aware
of it, and ke has ne knowledge of it
whatever, We mnost be excused for
declining to believe the story except
oh cendition that the inaccuracies
above enumerated are corrected and
the balance of the narrative eliminated.
Then we will agree to accept of the
remainder as constituting the whole
toundation and structure of the tale.

Kunowing thut the libelons statement
is a whole-cloth fabricution, doubtless
renders its absurdity doubly conspicu-
ous to ns, but it appears peculiar that
even people 4t o distance can be de-
cejved by sach inartistically con-
structed rubbish, the whole aspect ef
wiich has su tinpress ef 1mprobability
ipou it.
satiopal antl-**Mormon’® hotch-potch
which goes down the public throut by
wholesule.
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A STEP TOWARDS STATEHOOD.

Tne action taken by the Territorial
ICentrul Committee of the People's
party before ndjournment [ast eveming
| will oceasion some sorprise. A new
effort was commenced for the purpose
[ of oblajning Ststehood for Utah,
['Withont nnderstanding the intentions
of the promoters of this actionusto its
detalils it;would beimproperand prema-
tire for us to attempt to comment up-
on their probable character. We can
only say that Utab of right should be
admiited into the Union on an equal
tooting with the existing States and be
pliced iu u position where its people
may enjoy ihe political privileges to
secure which this nation was founded
und its eurijest putriots perilled tbeir
property and their lives, |

Qur views on this snbject have been
many times expressed withont reserve,
We do not believe that the futhers of
ouy country contemplated the estab-
lishment of thut serfuom which is In-
cidental to the territorial system when
they framed that palludiem of homan
rights, the Constitutiou of the United
States. It is antagonistic to the prin-
ciples whick they advocated and de-
fended and for which some of them
shed their preclous blood. .

The rizht ot the people to & volce in
the condnct of their own uffairs and 1n
the selection ef oflicials to carry on
their government, is the keynote to the
musiec of republicau liberty snd an
essential to our netional system. Asa
Territory, cltizens are deprived of the
very rights and powers which are the
characteristics of citizenshlp. They
are excluded from participation in
affairs thut vitally coucern toem, and
aretreated as adjoucts to the land
claimed as the property of the nation.
They have less politicul ireedom thau
the denizeus of constitutional mon-
archies, and in some respects ure sub-
jected to worsce than Enropean des-
potism. .

Uteh has the population, the material

and the regard ifor republican prin-
ciples and ipstitutions which l;ma
necessary to the establishment of a
free und soverign State. Agencies that
need not be named, have opersted to
prevent her admission ioto the Unjon
as a living faclor in the sum of its or-
gabism. ‘L'bey have been used 1o efect
the disfrunchiscment of many ot her
leading eitizens and to hinder her pro-
gress und developmeat sociaily a8 well
48 politically. The elemunts which
now compose the politicul body
of Utsh are sonch as cannot be
asgailed or objected to on the
grounds from which her older citizens
were assaulted. What they cap do to
bripg abont the freedom to which the
body politic is entitled, and to transfer
vexed questions from nationul to local
politics remnins to be seen. Anp honest
step in that direction should recgive
the support ot every patriotic cltizen.

We notice thuat the call for county
conveutions to elect delegutes to a
Constitutional Convention, is made
broad enough to cover all the political
parties und fuctions iu the Territory.
‘this is sufficient evidence that the
movement s not sectarian, par-
tizan or conflned to any Sec-
tionsl interest. It is general and
universal. Aud this s eminently
proper. It is tobe hoped that a united
effort will be made by all the reasopa-
ble and permanent cifizens of the
Territory 1u response to the call of the
People's Central Committee, and that
in the conveniion proposed such 2
{>onstifution may be andopted as can be
'smeved by the voters of UJtah and
will be without reasenable objection
ton the part of the true statesmen of
the nucion.

THE CHAIRMANSHIF OF THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE.

Tur resignation of Hon. Jehn
Sharp as Chbajruran of the People's
Territorial Central Committee which
was tendered last evening will be re-
gretted by many friends who hold

him in affectionzte regard and
ar¢ acquainted with the extent of

his fajthinl wservices in that capacity
The reasons he advanced, however,
were cousidered sufticient by his co-
adjntors and they relleved him from
the onerons. responsibilities which,
added to his personal duties, were be-

Yet ivis but u sample of sen=|

interests, the intelligence, the stability,’

coming more thun be could well attend
to witn due regurd for his health.

The zentleman’s name {8 thoroughly
identiticd with the People's Party, us
he has been its Chairman from the date
of its organization. He has lubored
assiduously and devotedly for the peo-
ples® interests gnd be retires with the
best wisbes not only of the Commit-
tees whose affafrs he has go ably con-
ducted but of the entire politicul party.
He will still remain a member of the
Committee.

ile]s succeeded by an active and
well known member of the Certral
Committes who hus acted herctofore
as its Vice Chajrman. Upder the di-
rection of Col. J. R. Winder, the part;
will continue to be conducted wit
abiiity, fidelity sud that regard for the
true interests of the Territory which
hius characterized it from the begin-
ning.

THE RETURN OF THE FLAGS.

CiviIL war is al“':; u.dissster. It is
Bat its

sometimes a necessary evil.
neceesity 18 occasioned by the pus-
sions, ambitions and designs of
wicked or nareasonable men, The re-
pultant consequences of fratricidal
striteare often worse thag the loss and
sufferings that accompany the strog-
gle. The malevolence, blood thirsti-
ness, and indifference to the feelings
of others engendered in bloody bat-
tle remain to a large extent when th®
cruel war is over, and are
transmitted 23 2 legacy to  the
next gencration, The feelings aroused
in maternal bosoms &re iwpressed upon
their unborn offspring, and the chil-
dren who listen to the grievunees of
their parents grow np with senti-
munts of hutred to the foes of their
fathers.

The yrest war of the rebellion was
pregnant with evils to this couutry.
They have been manifest during tae
past quarterof a century. They lecve
thelr taint to-day, and this ‘shows
itself in most national questions, the
North and the South each exhibiting
rancer that ougbt to have been buried
with the dead 18sues of the cenflict
The simplest occurrence, the sllxhtest
word is suflicient ,to wake up the
slumbering embers of discord and fan
them into ilames of hute.

The most recent illustragion of this
is the foss made over the Confederate
flags. Applications haviag been made
to the War Departiment for the return
to several States of flugs captored or
recaptured in the progress of the ciril
wur, it was thought advisable by the
chiefs of that departinent to make a
general returu of suoh plags
were boxed np and usejless to the Gov-
eroment but would be regarded as
preciousrelics in the Stutes to_which
they originally belonged. It was
thought that as the prevalent desire is
Lo promote uniou, discard sectional
feelinzs and blend together the North
and the South infull accord, the flags
¢aptured from the Confederatesas well
as those tuken fro the Unionists snd
recaptured might be returoed to the
respective States, withentdoing injury
to the feelings ot any, and with the
probabillty that it wonld do much to-

The President was consuited, and he
at once fel]l ia with this view and en-
dorsed the contemplated actioa of the
¥War Department. Then eénsued a
burst of auvimosity aud bloody shirt
spread-eagleism, chiefly from the or-
ganization called the Grand Army of
the Republic, which for unadulterated
vindictiveness and reckless express-
fons of deflance uud hostility has
rarely been paralleled. Tne red-hot
speeches of fannel-mouthed orators
of the North were lurid with the hues
of battle, and utteriy devold of char-
ity, iforbearance and that fraternity
which appears on the suriace on occa=
sions ltke Drecoration Day,

The guestion then assumed an im-
portapce that was not expected to be
attached to it, The attention of the
President was directed to its legal

aspect, and iinding wnpo positive
asutbhority in law for the order
to retorn the flags, ke arrested

further action In the matier, and
50 tbe dusty, tattered and battle-worn
bzukers repose in the receptacles to
which they were retired when first
bronght to the sent of Governmont,

The President is accused on the one
hand of nodue regard lor the people
once in rebellion, ind on the m.Eer of
cowardice mlyieldlng to the outrage-
ous clamor of the rampant war horses
and radical demagogues who split the
sir with their expletives and anathe-
mas. .

We do not view bis action as cen-
snrable. Inthe first place he moves
in the line of tno%ght. of the best
minds of the natlon. They wish Lo 8ins
all asperities, to bind %p all gaping
wounds, to allay zll irritetion, an
establish harmony between all por-
tlons of this great republic. It was in
that apirit that he approved of the
novement to restore the flags. RBut
when he learned of the opposiiion he
inqnired more closely into the legal
bearings of the case. He found that
he would not be sustained by any pos-
itive warrant of the law. He therefore
wisely called a halt. In this we see no
mark of wesakuess, It would have
been wiser and better perhaps in the
beginning, if he had found ont the
limit of his nuthority. But baving made
an error, i it may be so designateq, he
had the manheod to acknowledge it,

This we consider & mark of manhood
and & s8ign of courage. He I8 known

tobe & filrm man, An ohstinate and

which’

wards alluying irritation in the South..

less courageops man would hsve per-
sisted in his mistake and been afraid
to confess thet he had blundered.
President Clevelund showed hls gdod
feelings to the Nouth when appealed
to in this affair, and then bravely re-
traced his steps when lhe discovered
thatthey were uot fortified by luw. We
do not understand tbat the Treturn of
the flags would huve been any vio-
tation " of -law, bnt as it could be
construed B8 an : excess of luw
the Executive of the nation said that
it wounld be lmproper for him to o
beyond the bounds of his prerozatives
t\jvhen objections were ruised tohis ac-
on. y
As to the return of the flags we think
it might have been permitted withont
fnjury t0 any sensible and patriotic
person nomoved by the bilterness of
8 bygone strife. [tls oot in itself a
matter of wuch moment. But as an
igdication of the strong antagonisms
which still ex|st and of the consequen-
ces that foliow fratricidal strite, we
view it as highly significant, and as evl-
dence that a very small match and a
slight degree of {riction may set this
alleged nnited nation on fire in’ every
part, resaiting in 4 conflagration _snch
48 hus not been recorded in the kistory
of the world.
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THE FOURTH SECTION.

Tae Inter-state Commerce Commission
after giving the subject 2 great deal ol
attention und jdoubtiess thoroughly
digesting the subject, has given un
elaborate opinion, or rather ruling
sioce it amonpt s to that, onthe much-
discussed and greatly-disputed'fourth
sectlon of the law by which that body
wag created. This Is the section rela-
tive t¢ thelong and short hanl and pro-
viding lh!,lt no discrimination shall ex-
ist in iavor of tbe greater distauce at
the expense of the lesser distauce bnt
in the construction and application of
which the Commissioners weresllowed

a.zreat latitude and freedom of ]udg-
ment. In consequence the appeals made
to them for suspension or modification
of the priocipal feature of the ob-
jectionable section have been volumpi-
ous, not all of them coming from the
ruilroad companies by any means, bot
8 large number emonpating from Cali-
foruia prowers and prodncers.

A case which canses the Commission
to detine the object und scope of the
law in a few words is one In which u
railway 1s subjected to competition
with u river or luke steamer, iz which
the roads must be losers 338 compared
with former arrangements, because the
steamers cau afford to make much
lower rates, Regarding this the Com-
mission Bay:

“Instances exist, and many can be
found along the routes of petitionér's
lines inthe states of Eentucky, Ten-
nessee, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi
aund Louisiapns, where competition
with water-ways had forced down the
ruilroad raies below what jt is possi-
ble to make them at non-cormpetitive
points and still maintain the rouds
wits success or etlicieney. ‘The only
question fairly regarding it? is whether
competition can be kept within proper
bounds. Low rates area necessgty of
the situation, and if rnilroads compete
with wajer transportation, either ou
the ocean or on the navigable rivers,
they have =no choice but to ac-
cept snch rates. To com-
pel the roada tc observe strictly
the general role laid down by the
fourth section, wonld necessitate their
abandoninen: of some clusses of busi-
ness which their competition with the
water transporiation makes of public
importance. Railroads must elther be
allowed tocompete with vessel owners
aud make low charges for the pnrpose,
or they must leave the vessel owners
in possession of Lhe busiuess without
ony check upon the charges whieh com-~
petition would afford.'

The Commission is of the opinion
that Congress had these circumstances
in view in passing thelaw, This means
that the object of the bill was to se-
core low and as nearly as possible
uniform-rates, withont favoritism or
discriminatioun, thronghout the coun-
try. Railroad men must construe the
lew for themselyes uow, but they must
keep the above in view and will be

. held regponsible if they do not. They

may not like it, hot there is no present
help for it, .

SHOULD BE PREVENTIVE.

Ix our locel colutnns appears & state-
ment regarding the action of a Justice
of the Peace in four cases of selling
lignor without llcense in American
Fork. The parties charged with the
offense pleaded guilty. Perhaps this
had some welght with the jnstice in
cansing him to mitigate the penalty.
It 1s, as & rule, proper to make some
sllowance in that regard in making up
the judgment, bhut it does not warrant
the making of the penalty nominai, and T

consequently rendering it practicable
for the offenders to conlinue their ille-
gal trafllc at a profit independent of the
fine. ‘The object of the penalty is to
stop the practice for WDiCB the punish-
ment i8 secorded, Itdoes not appear
that Justice McNiel’'s way of dealing
with such cases, taking the guartette

'in question a8 samples of his manner

of disposing of them, would have that

eflect, The town of American Fork ig



