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ing of seven in all, and came as far as
Garden (@rove, wnere we 8lopped m
whbile, Then we came on to Councll
Blufls, getting there Joly 20, wher.
my two older brothers enlieted in the
Battalion and went Intlo the Mexliosn
war, viz., Orrice C. and Joon R., «0
this left my father and stepmother and
three childien !n the wilderoess, |
heing the eldest amd not guite six
yeara old, left tatber witb nut little
help,he heing Wel] along in years, We
theno move! with othera down on Lhe
edge of the Mlesuri river bollom
between two and three miles west ul
a village onlisd Poiawolamie, wher.
the Inajane lived, and there bulll a lug
honse, put up bay any wintereu.
There my youngeet brother dled andg
wap buried at a place about five mile:
down the river, at an Inufea tradine
pust thut I belleve was enlled Buruy’.
Polat. The sume winler there wele
two persona died not far from there,
pamely George Cocper aed hie wile
Alice, They left an only ohild oalleu
Mary, which [fatber to3k 1into ke
tamily to raise.

In Apri), 1847, {ather started to make
an outfit to come to the valloy—wiip
three yoke of oXen and twWo Wagouwe
I went with bim and drove one of the
tesme. [ was at that timeelx and s
halt years old, We made two trips in
Joto Miseourl apd back apd then drove
the same three yoke of «Xen thal same
peason luto the Balt Lake Valley,

We lelt Winter Quuriera on the

Miesouri river (the place pow
caljed Florenge) on the Tib
of June, and uslted Wwilth &
compuany that! we came aoro-s the

Plaine with, at the Elx Horn, twenty
miles west of the DMisepur) river, Wy
el there about tuhe 10th of June ang
arrived In Balt Lake valley on the
24:h of Beplember, 1847, with five !
va io family and au orpban girl who
camée aorcey with us, by tbe nesme ol
Marthe Henderson, There are bnt
three of ne alive now that I knowo .
(Feorge Murdock wnd Mary Q. Qoou-
win, bolb living In Lehl, und my-
well.

Jobn R, returned from Callfornis
and met ns o Balt Lake In the (ull of
1847, but wy brother Orrios did not re.
turn untli the pext seanon.
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Willlam Morelsy Bioek, one of the
erriy seltlers here and & pioueer in
southern Uiahb, hae been in town dur-
ing the Jubilee from Colunia Dublan,
Mextoo. He pays that the railroad tha
hae beeu under construotion for sowmne
time past jrom E) Paeo, Texae, into
Mexloo, I8 Duw ocompisted as Iar ar
Duvian. The road 18 150 wnlles {u
lengih and i conelceren to have one
of the flpest roadbeds of any lipe in
America. Work began on the cog-
struction in Ootoher of last year,

The service iadally from hoth ends

of the Ilne aDd proves very satisfag
tory. J, Fewsun Bmith, formerly of
Bait Lake, I8 chiel ebgiceer, nuu

Davlid Hsrmoo, another Bali Laker,
wan foremao of the greding diviejon
ol the wors, Mr. Harmon returcea
to thie oilY recently but will retnen
when work begins,

Colonis Dublan is on)y a lemporary
terminue, The objegtive poiot e
gewn Iin the ascutbhwestern part o}
Mexico, lhe richest part of the coun-
try. It ls theught that work will be
commenced again s0oD,.
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Benjamin Frankltn Curmomings Sr., whose portrait is here kiven, is a de~
acendant in the sevenih generation, of Isuac Cummlngs, #n early eettler of Tops-~
field, Mass,, the village In which rosided the aocestors of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, He is the son of James and Susanna (Wiilard) Comminge, and was born
in Farmingion, Franklin county, Maine, March 3, 1821, His fatber was a mupsioian
in the war of 1812, and hls grandfaiber and greal-grandfather were commissioned
officers in the Revolution.

In the spring of 1837 Mormonism was toiroduced into Fnrmingt.on and
Jumes Commings and bis wife Susanna embraced 1t. ¥ranklin, as the tamnity
called bim, bad wever been much interested in religion, and his parents’ gonver
sion did not wpecially impress him, But when, on July G, 1837, they left his native
town to join the main body of Naints in the west, he accompanied them, -

The family stupped at SBunbury, Ohio, where they remalned nearly (wo ya;r-!.:
There was a branoh ot the Obureh ihere, and during the winter of 1839.40 Franklin
listened to a debate beiween Elder Alimmon W. Babbiit and a Baptist minpister,
which nearly converted bim., He contluaed his investigations and oa A qril 12,
1840, was bapllzed by Elder Jobn Kempion. In June, 1841, the family went from
Sonbaory to Hamns, near Nnuvoo, and & little luver settied in the latier city, In
the /all of 1842 Franklin went on a minsion and was absent nearly Lwo years
iravellng 10 Ohlo, Indlana and New York., He reached Nanovoo on his return‘
bome from this mission on the day on whioh ooourred the tragedy at Curthage,
In the epring of 1846 James Cummingn disposea of his property in Nauvou, pre-
paratory to going west with'the Saints, apd Franklin mada a wagon for the pur-
pose, (he first piece of carpenter work reqniring speocial akill 1hat bhe had ever done,
though he bad worked at rough carpentry on the Napvoo temple.

The famlly, compriring three sons and two daughters, reached Winter Quar-
ters in :he fall of 1846, and durlng the ensuing wintar the father and mother died
of ppeumonia, Lyiog on a bed In the cabin in which bolh passed away, were
Franklin and his younger brother, Alva, utterly helpless from sourvy, In tbe fol-
lowing +pring Franklin, bia eister Mary, who married B. W. Nowlin on the
Plaine, and his brother Alva, sturted from Winler Quarter for the Weat. Franklin,
whose lega were &0 crippled with egurvy that he could scarcely walk, drove an ox
team, walking by the side of jiL and wading lbe streams of cold water that werse
frequently crossed. Such treatment would hardly be ithought good for snoh legs
ne he had, but strange to say, they grew better under {t. His tesam was in Daniel
Bpencer's hundred, aud was amony thef first immigrant wayoDs to reaoh the Old

ort biock after the Pioneer company located there.

After remaining ip Salt Lake Cily & year or Lwo,the subject of 1his aketch
seitled in Ogden, where, in 1852 he married Catberine Hali. In 1856 he married
Jane Yearsley, and about the same time removed 10 Willard, where be lived ontil
18G1, when be returned to Ogden. He was colonel of a regiment of Weher county
militis, and in esrly days tsught military olasses in several towns in that and
Boxelder counties. In 1865 he removed to Lhis city, where he hus resided ever
Bince. He hus [ived In the Twelfth ward ever since 1868,

He was on tho Sulmon river mission in the fifties, and his jourral Is an ex-
cellent history of 1hat misslon. In the summer of 1878 he went on a mission to
Iown and Nebra~ka, on whioh he was abseni aboul one year. He has done a great
nmount of Temple work, baving spent moet of the time for several years in it.

On reaching Utahthe adopied the trade of carpenter and millwright, at whloh
be earned a livelibood until advancing age compelled him to abandon 1t, Though
bis henith, much of the time, is not good, he ls still quite aotive, and has thor-
oughly enjoyed the Jubilee festivities. Having xeen the hirst houss butlt in Utah
be can apprecialo the growth of the State.




