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departmentwar the pension bureau BOso
fkrfac isas it regulates the payment of
soldiers pensions

J 1 I1 would further recommend that the
payment of naval pensions be transfer-
red to one of the bureaus of the navy
department
AJi estimates

I1

y
the estimates for the expenses of the

government for the fiscal year are
they exceed the appropriations

for the present year for the same items by
in this estimate howeveris in-

cluded
I1 for public works here
tolore begunbegan under congressional provi-
sion0on andd of wwhichh ch 0onlyly so mumuchch I1is askedked as

ij congress niamaxmay chooseb0oo- tse to0 ggiveI1ve Tthethoho ampro
jwj
0 foforfonr tthe0 samehamea workor fforr the present
c fiscalealyyearadar wwas ll11 8

J specie basisbabis
7 the average value of gold as compared
mahwith national currencyr for the rearyear 1869
was about and foforr eleven months of
1870 the same relative value has been about

the approach to a specie basis is very
gratifying but the fact cannot be denied
thatithac tthee instabilityity of the value of our cur-
rency is prejudicial to ounour prosperity and
tends to keep uup prices foto the detriment of
trade the evevilss of a depreciated and fauct

currencyarecreflo0 great that novinovy when
athethe premium on gold has fallentallen so much it
would seem that the time has arrived wbwhenon

I1 by prudent legislation congress should look
doktoato a policy which would place our currency
at parpan withhold at no distant day

rt revenue reform
0 woigil ttax collected from the peopleeuheekhas been
reduced more than eighty million dollars
perer annum by steadiness in ourout present

1 course there is no why in a few
short years the national tax

enotta disappear from the door of the citizens
paipalmistpalmost entirely with the revenue stamp
1 dispensed bbyT postmasters in every com-

munityIn
atn by a tax upon liquors of all sorts and to-
baccoCbacco inhi xiiallan its forms and bby a wise ad
J of the tariff emchwhich weiwilwill pputat a duty
only upon those articles which we could
dispense with known as luxuries and on

4z those which we use moreinore of than we prpro-
duce

0
duce rarevenuevenua enough may be raised after

3 a few years of peace and consequent
i uontion of indebtedness to fulfillfulfilil all our oble

ai gallons A further reduction of expenses
uiniliinvin addition to a reduction of the interest ac-

count maykiy be reliedrolled on to make this prac-
ticableti1cabiecableblebie

ji revenuebevenueevenus reform ifftif it means this has my
bearty hupbupsupportportpont if it implies a collection of
allail the revenue for the support of the gov

1 ernenemmentment for the payment of principal and
ff interest of the public debt pensions

1 direct taxation of the people then IL1 am
against revenue reform and confideconfidently

s believe the people are with me if it means
pa failure to provide the necessary means to

y dedefrayfrayallallail expenses of the government and
t thereby repudiationrep of the public debt and

pensions then I1 am still more opposed to
euchsuch kind of revenue reform revenuebevenue re-
form has not been defined by any ofits ad

b vacatesvocates to my knowledge but seems to be
accepted as something which is to supply

doverydeveryevery mansmana wants without any costorcost or
ml efeffortmortonfortonon his part A true revenue reform
1 cannot be made in a day but must be the

workcorli of national legislation and of time
As soon as the revenue can be dispensed

all duty should be removed from
v coffee tea and other articles of universal

use not produced by ourselves the neonee
essities of the country compel us to collect
revenue from our imports an army of

I1 lisselasseassessorssors and collectors is not a pleasant
lysightsighteight to the citizen but thatthab or a tariff for

revenue is necessary such a tariff acts
as an encouragement toto home prproductsducts
and adorasaffords employment to labor at living

I1 wages in contrast to the pauper labonlabor ol01
ithenhe oldoid world and alsolaalsoaiso in the development
ofhome resourcesresources
rtit the army
le

s under the act of congress of the lath
daydai july 18707 the army has gradually
beenfeen reduced soto that on the first of janu-
ary

janu-jJjannaryL astlasti1871 the ilumliumnumberberofof cocommissioned
officers

ycers and men will not exceed the
number contemplated by that law
3 the report of the seersecretarydetary of war sshows

1
1a very satisfactory reduction in the ex-
pensesvocvornaes of the army for the last fiscal year
for ddetailsetalia you are referred to his accom-
panying report

navaikaval
the expenses of the navy for the whole

aforthethe last kearyearyear fromfroin december 1869
llethe date of the last report are less than

or about one million less than
they wewereretherethothe previous year the expen-
sesso since the commencement of this fiscal
year since july show for the five
months a decrease ofover 2400 from
those of the corresponding monthsmonths of last
year the estimates for the current year
were those for next year are

with additional
for necessary permanent improvements
these estimatesestimate sareare made closely for the
maintainence of the naval establishment
jaslasas itt now is without much in the nature
of permanent improvements the appro-
priations mademado for the last and current years
were evidentlyy intended by congress and
afesieare only to keep the navypavy on its
Eppresentresent footing Bby the repairing and

of wrpur ol01oldoid hipsships this policy
must of coursecourso gradually butput suretysurely des-
troy thethoi navy and laIs in itself far from

economicalca as each yearyokiyeti that it
the necessity for chere repairs in ships and
navy yards becomes moramore and
more costly and our current expenses are
annually increased for the mere repair of
ships many of which must soon becomes
unsafe and useless

I1 hope during the present session of
congress to be able to submit to it a plan
by which naval vessels can be built and
repairs made with great saving upon the
present cost it can hardly be wise states-
manship in a government which represents
a country with over five thousand miles of
coast line inim both oceans exclusive of
alaska and containing forty millions of
progressive people to be with such inade-
quate means of enforcing any foreign po-
licy elthereither of protectprotectionlonloa or redress sopasepa
rated by the ocean from the nations of the
eastern continent our navy is our only
means of direct protection to ouiour citizens
abroad or for the enforcement of any far
eign policy

department
the department building is an old

ture not fire proof and entirely inadequate
in dimension to our present wants many
thousands of dollars arere now paid annuallyannuelly
for rent of private buildings to accommo-
date the various bureausbureau of the departments
I1 recommend an appropriation lorfor a ilellenewvr
war department building suited to the
present growing wants of thethe nation

postal Afraaffairsirbirs
the accompanying report of the post-

master general shows a most satisfactory
working of the department with the
adoption of the recommendations contained
therein particularly those relating to aarere-
form in the franking privilege and the
adoption of correspondence c rafiraki a self
sustaining postal system may speedily be
looked for and at ap distant day a further
reduction of postage attained I1 tare-
commend the authorization by con-
gress of the postmaster general anaand att-
orney Oegeneralnoralnorai to issue all commissions
to officials appointed through their respect-
ive departments at present these com-
missions where appointments are

issued by the state department
the law in all the departments ofor govern-
ment except these of the post office and of
justice authorizes each to issue ita ovaowa
COMsomcommissionassionossionmission

civil service reform
I1

always favoring practical reforms izesires
call your attention to one oforanan evil

of long standing which Z would like to seemee
remedied bybj this congress jtit is a reform
in the civil service of the country I1 wouldifould
have it go beyond the mere fixing of the
tenure of office of clerks and empioemployedemployesy ess
which does not require the advice and eoncon-
sent of the senate to make their appoint-
ments complete I1 would have it govern
not the tenure but the manner of makimaklmakinsmaking
the appointments I1 here is no duty whaance
so much embarrasembarrassessesseg the executive and
heads of departments as that of making
appointments nor is there any such ardu-
ous and thankless labor imposed on senat-
ors and representatives as that of finding
places for their constituents the present
system doesdoea not secure the bebeststandand often
not even fibfit men fr public places the
elevation andancl purificatpurificationign of the civil ser-
vice of the government will be hailed with
approveapproval1 by the whole people of theurunitedcited
states

indian reform
reform in the management of indian

affairs hshas received the special attention of
the administration from its inauguration
to the present daydy the experiment of
making it a missionary work was triedfriedi

with a few agencies given to the denomina-
tion of friends and has been found to workwark
most admirably all agencies and
superintend enches not so disposed ofdf were
given to officers of the army the act of
ConCongrecongressgressd regulating the army renders
army officers ineligible for civil offices
indian agencies being civil offices I1 deter-
mined to give all the agencies to such reli-
gious denominations as had heretofore es-
tablished missions among the indians and
perhaps to some other denomination who
would undertake the taskfask as missionary
work the societies selected arp alloalioallowedwe
to name their own agents subject to the
approval of the executive and are expected
to instruct them and aid them as mis-
sionariessionaries to christianize and civilize the in
deans and to train them in the arts of peace
the government watches over the official
actssets of these agents and requires of them
asds strict an accountability as if they were
appointed in any other manner I1 enter-
tain the confident hope that the policy now
pursuednaed will in a few years bring all thekuindiansdlansians upon reservations where heythey will
live in houses have schoolhousesschool houses and
churches will be pursuing peaceful and
self sustaining avocations and where they
may be visited by the law abiding whitewhito
man with the same impunity that he now
visits the civilized white settlements

I1 callcail yourjour special attattentionantion to tha report
of the commissioner of indian affairs for
fullfall information on this subject

lands
during the last fiscal year 8

I1uresacres of public tand were disposed ofbf ofor
this quantity 05 acres were lakenftak on
under the homestead lawjaw and
acres soldsolaid for cash the remainremainderabr was
located with miliwilimilitarytary warrantwarrants detle ye or
indian scripscrip or applied in satisfaction of

grants to railroads public
uses the entries under thethe
law during the lastlas year covered
acres more than during the preced-
ing year surveys have been vigorously
prosecuted to the full extent of the means
applicable to the purpose the quantity
of land in market will scarcely supply the
present demand the claim of the settlers
under the homestead or preemptionpre emption law
is not however limited to lands subject to0 o
sale at private entry any properly sur-
veykeyeded public land mayto a limited amount
be acquired under the formerlormer laws if the
party entitled to enter under them will
comply with the requirements they pre-
scribe in regard to residence and cultcultiva-
tion

lealya
to the actual settler the righttight of

purchasead evenevem extends to lands which wereweve
surveyednn at the time of bishis settlement
this right was formerly confined within
much narrower limits and at one period of
our history was conferred only by special
statutes which were enacted from time to
time to legalize what was then regarded as
an unauthorized intrusion upon the na-
tional domain theTheppinion that the pub-
lic lands should be regarded chiefly as a
source of revenue is no longer maintained
thetho rapid settlement and successful culti-
vation of them is now justly considered of
more importance to our well being than is
the fund which the sale of them would
produce thetha remarkable growth and
prosperity of our states andadd territories
attest the wisdom of the legislation which
invites the tiller of the soil to secure a per-
manent home on termswithin the deacreachtk of
all the pioneer who incurs the dangers
and privations of a frfrontier illolife in
laying the foundation of a newnow common-
wealth

w

W eaith renders ti signal service to his
country and is en titled to its special favor
and protection the laws secure that ob-
jecti act and largely promote the generalgenren oraioral wel-
fare they should therefore be cherished
as a permanent feature of our land system
good theSUto give full effect
to existing grants the time honored and
beneficent policy of setting apart certain
sections of the public land for educational
purposes in the new states should be con-
tinued when ample provision shallshail have
been made for these objects I1 submit as a
question worthy of serious consideration
whether the residue of our national do-
main shall not be disposed of under
the provisions of the homestead and pre-
emption laws in addition to the swamp
and overflowed lands granted to the states
in which theychev are situated the lands taken
under the agricultural college acts and for
internal improvement purposes under
the act of september istl1841 and the act sup-
plementalplem thereto there badbud been can

up to the close of the last fiscal year
y patent or other equivalents evidence of

title to states and corporations
acres F I1

it laIs estimated that an additional quantitytimtym

of acres Is still due the policy
of thus aldingaiding the states in building works
of internal improvement was inaugurated
more than forty years since inia the grants
to indiana anand illinois to aid thosethom Sstatestates
in 0openingening canals to connect the waters of
the grabashwabash with those of lake erie andana
the waters bf illinois with those of lake
michigan it was followed with some
modifications in the grant to illinois of
alternate sections of the public land within
certain limits of thetho illinois central rallralirail-
roadra fourteen states and dundrsundryy cor-
porationsporations hayehave ieeeleeereceivedived similar subsidies
in connection with railways completed or
in process of construction As the reserved
sections are rated at the double minimum
the sale of them at the enhanced price has
thus in many lninstances indemnifierindemnified the
Ireatreasurysarrsary for the granted lands thetho con-
structionst of some of these thoroughfares
has undoubtedlyeffly given a vigorous impulse
toti the development of our resoresources and
the settlement odthe more distant portions
of the country it may however be un-
derstoodderstood that much of our legislation in
this regard has been indiscriminate and
profuse the united states should not
loan their credit in aidald of any enterprise
undertaken by states or corporations noortoor
grant lands in any instance unless the
projected work is of acknowledged national
importance I1 aniarri strongly inclined to the
opinion thatisthat it is inexpedient and unneces-
sary to bestow further subsidies of either
description buthut should congress determine
otherwise I1 earnestly recommend that the
right of settlers and of the publicpublia be more
effectually secured and protected by ap-
propriateprop legislation

patent office
duringdaring the year endlendinginkinh sept 1870

there were filed infil the patent office
applications for patents 3 caveatscaviatsais and

apapplicationspil for the extension of pat-
ents IS patents including reissues
and designs were issued extended
and 1089 allowed but notnob issued by rea-
son of the nonpaymentnon payment of the final fees
the receipts of tiiethe office during the fiscal
year were in excess of its ex-
penditurespendilturesuresunes

the census
j d
the warl of0 the census bureau has

beenbega energetically prosecuted the pre-
liminarylimi haryhars report containing much lafor
matlon of special value and interestiq terest will
be ready for delivery during thetho present
aksabssessionsionslon the remaining reports willbewill be
completed with hilall thetho dispatch consistent
with perfect accuracy in arranging and
classifying taft returns noW shall thus at
xiojio distant ayday be furnished with inan au

then tietle record loflorf our condition andana re-
sources it willFAI I1 tabt not attest the
growing prosperity of the country al-
though during the decade which has just
closed it was so severely tried by the
ggrear0atalar wagedagea to maigimalfimaintainfaintain its integrity
anandd to secure and perpetuate our free in-
stitutions i

pensions
duringdaring the lastlist fiscal year the sumsuli paidleliol

to pensioners ii luding the cost ofaf dis-
bursementbur yeaswas and 1758
bounty warrants issued at its close

names were off the pension rolls the
labors of the pension office have been direct-
ed to the severe scrutiny of the evidence
submitted in favor ofnerof new claims and to
the discovery of fictitious claims which
have beenbeel heretoheretoforeford allowed the appro-
priationpriation for the employment of special
agents for the investigation of frauds has
havsteenbeeneteenjudiciously used and the resultsresult of it
havhave been of unquestionable benefibenefit

1
t to the

service
education and agriculture

thothe subject of education and agriculture
arecreotot great interest to the success of our
republican institutions and thetho hip
and grandeur otof the nation in the interests
otof one a bureau hasha been established in the
interior department the bureau of edu-
cation and in thothe interest of the otherothera a
separate department that of agriculture
I1 believe great good is tollowto flow from the
operations ofot both bureaus if properly
fostered I1 cannot commend to your careful
consideration too highly the reports of the
commissioners of education anaand of agri-
culture nor urseurge too strongly such liberal
legislation as will secure

conclusion
in conclusion I1 would sumacsum up thepolicy

of the administration to be a thorough en-
forcementfoXcement of every law a faithful collec-
tion of the tax provided for economy in
the disbursement of the samesbames ka prompt
payment of thetho debt of thenthe atlonnation a reduc-
tion of taxes as rapidly as the requirements
of the country will admit reduction of
taxation and tariff to be sobo arranged as to
afford the greatest nuinulnumberbienblenlier of honest and
fair dealing with all other people to the
end that war with all its blibil conse-
quences may be avoided bulbut without sur-
rendering any right or obligation due to us
a reform in thetho treatment of the indians
and in the wholeholge civilivil service of the country
and finally in the securing apure and un-
trammeled ballotbailot when every man entitled
to cast a yotevote may do so just once at each
electelectionioplob without fearfeir of momolestationlestition or
proscription on account orlasoriasof his political
faith nationality or colorP I1 I1
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theTHC POST

tueTHE ballooning mamailyilill system adopted
by the present frenchfrotich government will
be likely to give agrest intIdLimpetuspetus to this
branch of art and if continuecontinueddi may
lead to the invention of apparatus
by which the problem of aerial naviga-
tion will be solved and rendered easy
an eastern contemporary in reviewing
the history of ballooning furnishes
some interesting facts from which it
appears that the practical invasion of
the skies commenced with professor

1767 who assert-
ed that a vessel filled with hydrogen
gasgag wouldmould rise natunaturallyrally of itself into
the airiairnir and proved it by inflating a
bladder stidand liberating it when it rose
andalid remained close to the ceiling sub-
sequent experiments were made with
soap bubbles filled with tthehe bamesame gas
their voyage aloft being watched until
out of eightsight

the first balloon ascent took place in
Jjuneune 1783 thethel aeronautsaero being two
frenchmen the brothers Gondolfler
these upward flights soon became very
common and several of them fermIterminat-
ed

nat
fatally to the voyagers among the

most darlngdaringdaringandand famous aeronautsaero was
an englishman namedbahmed green who
died not very longiong sincebince

the idea of turning balloons to ac-
count during war has not originated
duringdaring the present franco prussian
contest but waawas formerly turned to
good account by both french and aus
arians recourse was occasionally had to
the same method of obtaining informa-
tion during the late civil war between
the union and southernbouthern confederacy

the balloonwalloon post is of great berviceservice
in france at the present time as thou-
sands of letters are sent and informa-
tion imparted by its means which
it would be otherwise impossible to
convey or obtain

the rule of the road in this mode
of traveling when the current is drift-
ing the machinemackine idafda a direction not de-
sired is to throw out ballast and rise
until a morelaore favorableadorableavo rablerabie current is reach-
ed the highest altitude ever attained
by aeroneroaeronauts was 37 feets little over
seven milemiles above the earth a feat

accomplished1 in Euenglandglandgiand
sept 6 1852 but owing to thete extreme


