~ effort on his part.
cannof be made in a dayt but must be the |
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n h‘urm, 8o | economical,
of | the necessi

wnr'dé ment, the
far upi.tﬂr lates the payment
goldiers’ pensions. .

I would further recommend that the

pa.
red to
department.

Estimates,

ent of naval pensions be transfer-
one of the bureaus of the navy

The estimates for the expenses of the

Government for the fiscal year are $182,-
443,460, They exceed the appropriations
for the present , for the same items, by
28 072,127,56. In this estimate,however,isin-
cluded $22,338278,37 for public works, here-
tofore begun under Congressional provi-
sion, and of which only so much is as
Congress may choose to give., The appro-
priation for the same work for the present
cal year was §11,084,518.08,

Specie Basis,

The average value of gold, as compared
with national curremncy, for the year 1869
was about 134, and for eleven months of
1870 the same relative value has been about
115. The approach toa specie basis is very

tLgé , but the fact cannot be denied
mt_ e _tq’ahg%t o{o the value of ninr cur&
y 18 _preju our prosperity, an
::fllﬁﬂ to k_peap up prices to the detriment of
trade. The evils of a depreciated and fluct-
uating currency are so great, that now when
the premium on gold has fallen 80 much, it
would seem that the time has arrived when
by prudent legislation Congress should look
to a policy which would place our currenc
at par with gold at no distant day. |

Revenune Reform.

. The tax collected from the people has been
‘reduced more than eighty million dollars
per annum. By steadiness in our present
course, there is no reason why, in a few
short years, the national tax-gatherer may
not disappear from the door of the citizens

almost entirely, with the revenue stamp |

daspensed by postmasters in every coms-
munity. | -

By a tax npon ligquors of all sorts, and to-
baceo in all its forms, and bif a wise ad-
justment of the tariff, which will pat a duty
only upon those articles which we could
dispense with, known as luxuries, and on
those which we use more of than we pro-
duce, revenue enough may be raised, after
a few years of

and consequent reduc- |J

as each year that itis pursued

for mere repairs in uh?p‘s and
navy yards mes more inperative and
more costly, and our current expenses are
annually increased for the mere repair of
ships, many of which must soon becomes
unsafe and useless,

I hope during the present session of
Congress, to be able to submit to it a plan
by which naval vessels can be built and
repairs made with great saving upon the
present cost. Itecan hardly be wise states-
manship in a government which represents
a country with over five thousand miles of
coast line in both eceans, execlusive of
Alaska, and containing forty millions of
progressive people, to be with such inade-

uate means of enforcing any foreign po-
ey either of protection or redress. Sepa-
rated by the ocean from the nations of the
eastern continent, our navy is our only
means of direct protection to our citizens
abroad, or for the enforcement of any for-

eign policy. |
Department Bailding.

The department building is an old struet-
ture, not fire proof, and entirely in uate
in dimension to our present wants, ny
thousands of dollars are now paid annuelly
for rent of private buildings, to accommo-
date the various bureaus of the departments.
I recommend an appropriation for a new
War Department building, suited to the
present growing wants of the nation.

Posial AfMairs,

The accompanying report of the Post-
master General shows a most satisfactory
working of the department, With the
adoption of the recommendations contained
therein, particularly those relating to a re-
form in the franking privilege, and the
ndnﬁan of correspondence ¢ rds, a self-
sustaining postal system may speedily be
lookeéd for, and at no distant day a further
reduction of postage attained. I re-
commend the authorization by Con-
gress, of the Postmaster General and:At-
torney General, to issue all commissions
to officials appointed through their respect-
ive de ments, Af present these com-
missions, where appointments are Presi-
dential,are issued by the State department.
The law in all the departments of govern-
ment, except these of the post office and of
ustice, authorizes each to issune its owa

peace
tion of indebtedness, to fulfl all our obli- | commission,

- gations, A further reduction of expenses,

addition to a reduction of the interest ac-

Eu;g{, may be relied on to make this prac-
e,

. Revenue reform, if it means this, has my ﬁflu;::ﬁ
' I-’fitlmpliaa a collection of | rem
P

“hearty support.
all the revenue for the support of the gov-
ernment, for the payment of principal and
interest of the public debt, pensions, ete.,by

in the civil service of

Civil Serviee Reform.,
Always favoring practical reforms, I res-
pectfully call yourattention to one ofan evil

standing, which I would like to see
ed by this Cm:'l'Fsa. Jt is a reform
e coun

hg I would
have it go beyond the mere fixing of the
tenure of office of clerks and employes,

direct taxation of the people, then 1 am | which does not require the advice and con-

against revenue reform, and confidently
believe the peopleare me, If it means.
a failure to provide the necessary means to
d&fmi all expenses of the government, and
thereby repudiation of the publiec debt and
pensions, then I am still more opposed to
such kind of revenue reform. Revenue re-
form has not bheen defined by any ofitsad-
vocates, to my knowledge; but seems to be
accepted as something which is to supply
every man’s wants, without any cost or
A true revenue reform

work  of national legislation and of time.
As soon as the revenue can be dispensed
with, all duty should be removed from

coffee, tea and other articles of universal |

use not produced by ourselves. The nec-
essities of the country compel us to collect
revenue from our impeorts, An army of
assessors and collectors is not a pleasant
sight to the citizen; but that, or a tariff for
revenue, is necessary; such a tariff, acts
as an - encouragement to home products
and affords employment to labor at living
wages, in contrast to the pauper labor of
the old world; and also in the develop
of home resources.

The Army.

Under the act of Congress of the 15th
day July, 1870, the army has gradually
been reduced, 80 that on the first of Janu-
ag, 1871, the number of commissioned
officers and men will not exceed the
number contemplated by that law.

The report of the Secretary of War shows
a very satisfactory reduction in the ex-

nses of the army for the last fiscal year,

or details you are referred to his accom-

panying report.
' Naval,

The expenses of the navy for the whole
of the last r, from December 1st, 1869,
the date of the last report, are less than
$19,000,000, or about one million less than
they were the previousyear. The expen-
s¢s since the commencement of this fiscal
year, since July 1st, show, for the five
months, a decrease ofover $2,400,000 from
those of the corresponding months of last
year, 'The estimates for the current year
were $28,205,678.05; those for next year are
$20,682,317.00, with $959,100.00 additional
for necessary permanent improvements,
These estimates are made closely for the
maintainence of the navai establishment,
as 1t now is, without much in the nature
of permanent improvements. The appro-
priations made for the 1ast and current years
were evidengly intended by Congress, and
are suflicient only, to keep the nayy on its
present footing,” =~ By the repairing and
refitting ' -of our old ships, this- policy
must, of course, gradually but surely des-
troy the navy, and is in itself far from

ment i

sent of the Senate to make their appoint-
ments complete. I would bave it govern
not the tenure, but the manner eof makin

the appointments. '1here is no duty whic

s0 much embarrasses the Executive and
heads of departments as that of making
appointments; nor is there any such ardu-
ous and thankless labor impesed on Senat-
ors and Representatives as that of finding
places for their constituents, The present
system does not secure the best, and often
not even fit men for publiec places. The.
elevation and purification of the civil ser-
vice of the government will be hailed with
gpptreqa'vp.l by the whole people of the United

ta . |

. Indian Reform,

Reform in the management of Indian
affairs has received the special attention of
the Administration, from its inauguration
to the present day. The experiment of
-makin§ it & missionary work was tried
with a few agencies, given to the denomina-
tion of Friends, and has been found to work
most admirably.  All agencies and
superintendencies not so disposed of, were

iven to officers of the army., The act of

ngress regulating the army
army officers ineligible for civil offices,
Indian agencies being eivil offices, I deter-
mined to give all the agencies to such reli-
gious denominations as had heretofore es-
tablished misgions among the Indians, and
perhi:fa to some other denomination who
would undertake the task as missionary
work. The societies selected arp allowed
to name their own agents, subject to the
approval of the Executive, and are expected
to instruct them, and aid them as mis-
sionaries to christianize and civilize the In-
dians, and to train them in the arts of peace.

renders

| The government watches over the official

acts of these agents, and requires of them
as strict an accountability as if they were
appointed in any other manner. 1 enter-
tain the confident hope that the policy now
ursuned will, in a few years, bring all the
ndians upon reservations, where they will
live in huuseﬂb have school-houses and
churches, will be pursuing peaceful and
self-sustaining avoecations, and where they
may be visited by the law-abiding white
man, with the same impunity that he now
visits the eivilized white settlements,
I eall your special atiention to the
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for
fall information on this subject.

Publie Lands,

During the last fiscal year, 8,005,414
acres of public land were disposed of. Of
this quantity 3,698,910 05 acres were taken
under the homestead law, and 2,159,515.81
acres sold for ecash. The remainder was
located with military warrants, dollege or
indian scrip, or applied in satisfaction of

il = Pl v

report |
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grants to railroads, or for other: public
uses, The entries under the homestead
law during the last year, covered 961,545
acres more than those during the preced-
ing year. Surveys have been vigorously
prosecuted to the full extent of the means
l¥ licable to the pur The quantity
0 d in market will scarcely supply the
present demand. The claim ofthe settlers
under the homestead or pre-emption law,
is not, however, limited to lands subject to
sale at private entry, Any properly sur-
veyed public land may,to a limited amonnt,
be acquired under the former laws, if the
party entitled fo enter under them will
comply with the requirements they pre-
scribe in rgud to residence and cultiva-
tion, To the actual settler, the right of
purchase even extends to lands whic were
unsurveyed at the time of his settlement,
This right was formerly confined within
much narrower limits, and at one period of
our history was conferred only by special
‘statutes, which were enacted from time te

| time to lg.lze what was then regarded as
an unauthorized intrusion mn the na-

tional domain. The opinion t the pub-
liec lands should be regarded chiefly as a
sourcs of revenue is no longer maintained.
The rapid settlement and successful culti-
vation of them is now j uatl{' considered of
more importance to our well being, than is
the fund which the sale of themm would
produce. The remarkable growth and
prosperity of our States and Territories
attest the wisdom of the legislation which
invites the tiller of the soil to secure a per-
manent home on terms within the reach of
all. The pioneer who incurs the dangers
and privations of a frontier life, in
laying the foundation of a new common-
wealth, renders & signal service to his
country, and is entitled to its special favor
and protection., The laws secure that ob-
ject, and largely promote the general wel-
fare. They should, therefore, be cherished
as a permanent feature of our land system,
faithrequires theS.U.togive effect
to existing grants. The time-honored and
beneficent policy, of aatting apart certain
sections of the public land for educational
purposes, in the new States, ghould be con-
tinued. When ample provision shall have
been made for these objects, I submit, asa
question worthy of serious consideration,
whether the residue of our national do-
main shall not be wholly disposed of under
the provisions of the homestead and pre-
emption laws, in addition to the swamp
and overflowed lands granted to the States
in which they are situnated, the lands taken
under the agricultural coliege acts, and for
internal improvement lpurposaa, under
the act of Saptember, 1841, and the act sup-
plemental thereto. There had Been con-
veyed, up to the close of the last fiscal vear,
by patent or other equivalents, evidence of
title, to Mtates and corporations, 278,862 571
lﬂm. r I
It is estimated thatan additional quantity
of 174,735,623 acres is still due. The policy

of thus aiding the States in building works |

of internal improvement, was inangurated
more than forty years since, in the grants
to Indiana and Illinois, to aid those %t.a.tea
in opening canals to connect the waters of

the Wabash with those of Lake Erie, and

the waters of Illinois with those of Lake
Michigan, It was followed, with some
modifications, in the grant to Illinois of
alternate sections of the public land, within
certain limits of the nois Central rail-
road. Fourteen States and sundry cor-

rations have 1eceived similar subsidies,
in connection with railways completed or

in ]gir »eess of construction. As the reserved |
860

ons are rated at the double minimum,

the sale of them at the enhanced price has

thus, in many instances, indemnified the
treasury for the granted lands. The con-
struction of some of these thoroughfares
has undoubtedly given a vigorous impulse
to the development of our resourses an
the settlement ofthe more distant portions
of the country., It may, however, be un-
derstood that mueh of our legislation in
this regard has been indiscriminats and
frnfus.-a. The United States should not
oan their credit in aid of any enterprise
undertaken brStatas or ccrporations, nor
grant lands any instance, unless the

rojected work is o acknowled
importance. Iam strongly inclined to the
opinion thatit is inexpedient and unneces-
sary to bestow further subsidies of either
description; but should Congress determine
otherwise, I earnestly recommend that the
right of settlers and of the public be more
effectually secured and protected by ap-

propriate legislation.
FPatent Oflice,

During the year ending SEP
there were filed in the patent office 19,41i
a&rlmatiﬂna for patents, 3,374 caviats, and
160 applications for the extehsion of pat-
ents, 13,622 patents, including reissues
and designs, were issued. 110 extended,
and 1089 allowed buf not issued, by rea-
son of the mon-payment of the final fees.
The receipts of the office, during the fiscal
year, were $136,304.79 in excess of ifs ex-
pendliures,

The Census,

| be ready for delivery
| completed wit

:

The work of the census bureau has
been energetically prosecuted. The pre-
liminary report, containing much iafor-
mation of special value an
during the present
rﬁmniuinﬁ reperts will -be
h all the dispato
with perfect accuracy in arranging and
classifying the returns.  We shall thus at

session. The

national

t. 30th, 1870,

interest, will |

h consistent |

d | and remained close to

H

no distant day be farnished with anau- |
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d of our: condition . re-
t I ceubt z,or., n.t%q?a% the
prosperity of the country, al-
uring the decade which has just
it was 80 severely tried by the
great ‘war tom its integrity,
and to secure and perpetuate our free in-
stitutions, 4

thentic

sources,
El‘éﬁ“?a

Pensions.

Durlng the last fiscal year, the sum paid
to pensioners, impluding the cost of dis-
bursement, was $27,780,811.11; and 1,758
bounty warrants issued. At its close 198,-
686 names were off the pension rolls, The
labors of the pension office have been direct-
ed to the severe scrutiny of the evidence
submitted in favor of new claims, and to
the discovery of fictitious which
have been heretofore allowed. The appro-
priation for the"employment of &
agents for the investigation of frauds has
been judiciously used, and  the results of it
hnvui of unquestionable benefit to the
service,

Edliutlpn and Aﬁlqllm

The subjeect of education and agriculture
are of Hmt interest to the success of our
Republican institutions, and the happiness
and grandeur of the nation. In the interests
of one & bureau has been established in the
Interior Deparlment—the Bureau' of Edu-
cation; and in the interest of the othera
separate department—that of Agriculture.
I believe great is to flow from the
operations of bo bureaus, if properlv
fostered. 1 cannot commena to your careful
consideration too highly the reports of the
Commissiomers of Education and of Agri-
eulture; nor urge too strongly such liberal
legislation as will secure their efficiency.

Conclusion,

In conclusion, I would sum upthe polic
of the 'Adminiaémtiﬂn to be a thorough enj—r
forcement of every law; a faithful collec-
tion of the tax provided for; economy in
the disbursement of the same; a prompt
payment of the debt of the nation; & reduc-
tion of taxes as rapidly as the requirements
of the country will admit; reduction of
taxation and tariff to be so arrardged as to
afford the greatest number of honest and
fair dealing with all other people, to the
end that war with all its M‘?ggng conse-
quences may be avoided, but without sur-
rendarlni:ny right or obligation due to us;
a reform in the treatment of the Indians,
and in the whole civil service of the country
and, finally, in the securing a pure and un-
trammaleci i)allot, ‘when every man entitled;
to cast a vote may do so just once '.I;T each
election, without fear of molestation or
ernﬂcription, on account of his political
th, nationality, or color. |
s Lz it ahaayin U Sy GRANT,
Executive Mansion, Dee, 5th, 1870,

THE BALLOON POST.

THE balooning ‘mail system, adopted
by the present French government, will
be likely to give a great impetus to this
branch of art, and, if continued, may
lead to the invention of some apparatus
by which the problem of aerial naviga-
tion will be solved and rendered easy.
An eastern contemporary in reviewing
the history of ballooning furnishes
gome interesting facts, from which it
appears that the practical ‘‘invasion of
the skies”! commenced with Professor
Blaeck,of Edinburgh,in 1767, who assert-
ed that a vessel filled with hydrogen
gas would rise naturally, of itself, into
the air, and proved it by inflating a
bladder and liberating it, when it rose
e ceiling. Sub-
sequent éxperiments were made with
soap bubbles filled with the same gas,
their vuyliq aloft being watched until
out of sight, . |

The first balloon ascent took place in
June, 1783, the aeronauts being two
Frenchmen,; the brothers Gondolfier.
These upward flights soon became very
common, and several of them terminat.
ed fatally to-the voyagers. Among the
most daring and famous aeronauts was
an Englishman mamed Green, who
died not very long since.

The idea of turning balloons to ac-
count during war has not originated
during the present Franco-Prussian
contest, ‘but “was formerly turned to

account by both French and Aus-
rians; recours» was ocecasionally had to
the same method of obtaining informa-
tion during the late civil war between
the Union and Southern Confederaey.

The balloon post is of great service
in France at the present time, 88 thou-
sands of letters are sent, and informa-
tion imparted by its mesns, which
it would be otherwise impossible to

| eonvey or obtain.

“The rule of the read,’”” in this mode
of traveling, when the current is drift-
ing the machine ja & direction not de-
gired, is to throw out ballast and rise
until & more favorable current is reach-
ed. The highest altitude ever attained
by aeronauts was 37,000 feet,a little over
seven miles, above the earth, a feat
which was accomplished in Eagland,
Sept. 8, 1852; but owing to'the extreme



