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editorials
NEW ENGLAND BIGAMY AND

UTAH POLYGAMY

INix the princeton review for july is
a very caustic article from the pen
of rev leonardeonardJj woolsey bacon en-
titled gamy in Nenew england
the writer unlike most people who
undertake to dilate poly-
gamy in utah knows whereof he
speaks being a resident of the re-
gion9lonion whose social customs family
arrangements and local laws are the
subasubjectsacts of nisbis abioablo penpens and a I1linealineal
descendant of the eurPurlpuritansitanstana aaas well
aiaj one ot the people affected by the
sarsaresarcasmsasmocasmo which abound in his orar
tldetide

the chief pointpolut made by dr
bacon is methe practical establishment
ofor polygamy in connecticut with
the sanction of law and religion
while its votariesvotariesArles and supporters rail
at polygamy in utah and seek its
suppressionbionblonsion by violencohocoHe shows a
inference however between
mormon and puritan poly-

gamy ono is simultaneous
unaina other consecutive the
as mormonsMorwormodsmons have more wives than
olieorleone at the bamegame time the puritans
putpat away taotae first to marry a becsec-
und

sec-
ondsecundthe second to marry a third
and so on ad libitum thothu reader
is led to draw hishie own conclusionconclusionsa
as to the relareiarelative merits of the twotw0
systems and to decide whether it
ibits worse for a man to marry two
wives live with care for and sup
partrt them and their offspring the

olormon way or to tumturn her out
of doors with her child orderorden to
satisfy his lusts fancietanelesor both with
another the puritan fashion also
to judge whether the mormon 1

apostle who beniaseala a plural wife to a
married manmany is more culpable than
the hristianchristian priest who adds the
sanction of his church and office to
thaithal which jesus denounced as
adultery

it should be understood that dr
bacon doesdoea not either kind
of polygamy but he points out the
peculiarities and contrascon trall iss of
each kindhind andd with biting
irony alhajPA tilethe attrac-
tions and beaufaesaea to lecher-
ous men and loose minded women

of the new england plan of mak-
ing bigamy respectable A few
extracts from the article will bobe in-
terestingte to our readers and give
them a coneck idea of fibfeb tenor and
style dr bacon in regard to the
fereneeferenceda in the two systems8 gaybsays

glningin the brat placesplace polygamy in
utahistah is unlawful it isIssearcelyscarcely just
tto speak of it as an institution of
that territory when it iais only a pre-
vailing social usage sustained by
bomeisome religious sanctions in the
newNOW england states on the con-
trary polygamyis distinctly insti-
tuted bract of legislature and the
Ppolygamous1 marriages instead of
beingbelng ll11seadeasealedledInin some private sa-
cristy 0ot a religious sectbeet are author-
ized by the highest judicial officers
of tilethe state under the seal of its su-
periorI1 eniorarlor courtcourts a dignity which is not
bestowed by these commonwealcommonwealthsthe
on ordinary christian wedlock the
concubinage thus authorized is usu-
ally blessed in the name of the lord
jesusjusus christ and declared to boloo a
christian marriage by a minister of
the Christichristianln religion which aaas it
can hardlyhardly be necessary to inform
the reader is thetha prevailing religion
of tilethe new england stalesstates thiathis
singular rite laIs frequently mademado the
occasion of a good deal of social fes-
tivity and merrymarrymerrymakingmakingmatting the per-
fect solemnityy of visage with which
the ecclesiastic goeb through his
part of aedeclaringclaring that iain the name
of the lord to be christian marriage
Vwhichaich the lord himself declares to
be adultery tends to impart to the
affair a ourobuffo aspect that may natu-
rally minister to the hilarity of the
guests and spectators 11

stanother and perhaps moremoro im-
portantI1 point of dinediffierencenence between
the newnow england and thatho utah
perhaps it would bobe better to say
uhethe puritan and mormon
mies is this that the mormon po-
lygamy is simultaneous and the
puritan polygamy is consecutiveconsecutive
the mormon polygamy is quite
after the old patriarchal pattern it
does not require one to bobe off with
thothe old love as a condition of balrig
gonsouconfou with the new

and hereinherrin the mor-
mon usage would appear to a su-
perficial observer to have the ad-
vantagexanTan ia point of humanity over
thetha puritan institutioninstitutions which re

ordinarily under severe
penalties that the first wife with
prvr without her children andaud with or

without provision for her support
as the case may be shallshail be put out
into the street before tue new one isI1
received if
the brazen advocates of the base
system of mormonism should have
the hardihood in the face of our
christian civilization to claim it as
an offset in their favor that this
picture of domestic bliss under the
new england system failsfalls to repre-
sent the pining loneliness of ano re
ejectedacted wife the sons of the pilgrim
fathers would promptly retort that
if the old wife pursued a solitary life
it would bobe either her own fault or
her mistmisfortune and in elthereither case
the law on which thothe institution of
new england polygamy is founded
must not be held responsible 11

with regard to the legal aspect of
the two kindshinds otof polygamy hohe thus
defines the laws of the dlfdiflerent
states

1 simultaneous polygamy iaIs in
ted 2 consecutive polygamy

is interdictedinterdicted except by license from
a magistrate 3 when the two
parties to a marriage consent to ask
a license to marry again at their dis-
cretion there isI1s nosio difficulty in ob-
taining it 4 even when one cf
the parties iais reluctant the fact is
not ordinarily a practical hindrance
to the other party to get from the
court the heaired license for bigamy
5 the bigamous or polygamousol s
marriagesmarriage itif duly UPlicensedeased liis held
by the deate to bobe in all respects
equally honorable with christian
wedlock

As to the expense attending the
now england mode he remarksgemant3

the license fees are trifling and
for the slight professional work in
evolved there is so lively a competi-
tion amoramozamongig gentlemen of the bar
that the expense is kept down to a
moderate figure the moatmost serious
cost of bigamy Is one not really
necessary thothe increased fee paid to
the officiating clergyman in consid

of the awkwardawkwardnessnem of his
position and the strain upon hlahia feel-
ings but this is13 a mere matter of
compliment or perhaps religious zeal
on the part of the bridegroom forfoi
the case iaIs raierale indeed when 5 or

10 will not procure for such an oc-
casion the services of a minister of
the gospel of ortho 1

dox and good and regular standing

tha writer next takes up the ques-
tion of the relative prevalence of
polygamy in newnow england and in
utah this is surrounded with
some difficulty becbeebecauseaitseailse of the in-
completenesscompletenem of statistics partparticu-
larly

leu
as regards plural marriages in

utah the number of per to
commit bigamy as he
divorce decrees and the num-
ber otof marriages in the
new englandU states are known
in reveralseveral states thethle proportion is
about one divorce to eight marriages
slightly fluctuating but with a ten-
dency to increase As each divorce
Is practically a license for two to
commit biggbigamymys he argues that the
ratio would be as one permit to
every four marriages if all the par-
ties availed themselves of the op-
portunitiesportunities thus extended but some
of them areore soon remarriedmarriedre and
others after trying new partners
come together again and he re-
marks that

casecasa treirsP thosethese however de-
lightful to the philanthropist are
annoyingannoanneyingjing to the statistician for
they confuse the figures

altogether the nearest that we
can safely come to a statement of
the ratio of fesies to the total
number of marriages among the
new england population of native
stock in the state named is that it
is somewhere between one to eight
and one to four this estimate in-
cludes only the legal iesles
the unlicensedzed orolt criminal poly
gamlem are a class by themselves
and are generally regarded in geagood
society as not only unlawful but im-
moral barelyrarely if ever can an ac-
knowledged bigamist maintain his
position in society and his good
standing in the church unless lweliehe
can show his authorization from the
superior court in view of the fa-
cility with which such authorization
iiiis granted it is felt not unreason-
ably that a person desiring bointo in-
dulge in bigabigamy is without excuse
for not complying with tho pre-
scribed formformalitiesalmesalWes

dr bacon then shows that the
bigamous relations of newNOW england
are sustained chchieflylelly not among the
walks of humble lite but in the
strong educated intelligent middle
stratum and in the ranks of the
church ministers in good standing
and professors in theological semi-
naries their family relations being

to by the clergy who are
yet unanimously and conscien-
tiously opposed to polygamy in
utah

discussing the probabilities of the
future in newnow england dr bacon
saye

af the present amount of polygam-
ous marriage there prevalent is a
fact not of social but
of social dynamics it representrepresents a
stream in motion and in pretty rap-
id motion too for polygamy as a
legal institution has exstedex sted iliill nwN w
england for much less than two

and thetho present per an-
num and per cent of polygamous
marriages represents an irregular
butut rapedrapid increase which is continu-
ally going en the leaven has only
begun to workwark thotile
time is not far distant when the
ratio will be noonot as now in some
parts of newneiff england two bigamy
permits to every eight marriages
but a much hignerhighe ratio progress
in this direction is so rapid as
naturally to alarm timid minds

broceproceedingeding to batisatirize the disagree-
ment between the puritan biga
mists and the 64mormon
Iseststs he saysbays

already perspicacious minds can
beeeee that the differenceferencelif between
these antagonized parties is not
really one of principle that the
question between the simultaneous
polygamyy amy and the consecutive po-
lygamy

po-y
if it is wworthorth disputing

about atall Is one on which there
Is something to be said on both
and that really our only serious con-
tention with our mormon brethren
is on the ground of

that they have usurped in their
nonasnonageae privileges of legislation thatthai
belong sovereign soaSta
them wait their time avoid in the
phraseology of their statutes any
needlessly offensive expressions
and it will eoonsoon become obvious to
all but fierce polemics on either bideada
that there really is no moral ques
question at issue between the two
sections

puttingruttingputrut tingling aside all badinage on
interesting subject we beg to in-
form dr bacon that there is
nothing lain common between mor-
monbonyi marrmarrianemarrilazeIazeagieafie and
englandegid bigamy the puri-
tan styleetyle is not polygamy at all
there is a very important moral
question at issue between the two
sections it is the question
off 66putting away
bible very clearly and em-
phatically deoldeclaresaxes that god
natesnattaa8 putting away but it
announces that he la averse to piapla
ral marriages what ged hath
joined togetherogether no man is to put as
sunder s but is no antlintimationmatlon
that god has not and willwil not pulpui
together moro than one wife to oneoue
husband

apart from thothe religiouse aspect
tilethe question there ilis a very wide
difference between a system that
permits a man to cast off a wife
often without her order that
he may take aianothernothey the chief
motive which prompts divorce in
newnow england caso hownchown by dr
bacon and that which permits a
man to marry another wife with the
consent of the first both being
sealed to him not only till death
but for all eternity and requireses
him to act kindly and jubjuajustly to
bobothth

there is and can bobe no union of
sentiment between puritan bigamy
and Alormonmormon plurality and we
may look for a continuation of hos-
tility on the part of the refined in-
tellectualtel licensed wife discardsdiscarding9
christian of newnow

england against the un-
orthodox patriarchal biblobible
believing family raising
amista of utah theirthein motives
actions and almsaims are as diverse as
the poles and tend to diametrically
opposite results for while the
former matea in last prompts
the suppression of offspring and
leads down to death t the latter
springs from the fountains of enenlarg-
ed

larg
affection promotes family in-

crease and laIs pregpregnantpant with multi-
plied blessings and eternal ilveslives

d im

METHODISM ANDAND POLITICS

durinaDUEING a kiethklethmethodistodist conference of
the wyoming didistrict pennsylva-
nia recently an animated not to
say acrimonious debate was occas-
ionedboned by an fatteattemptm pt to obtain the
indorsementendorsementindorgement of the independent
republican ticket the resolution
introduced ivasiras voted down not
however oilon the principle that po-
litics was no part of the bubusinessslacks of

the meeting for the cameron
ticket was indorsedendorsedIndorsed in tb a pl ace of
the independent and thus the
methodist ounCunconferenceterenceference committed
itself to machine politics in penn-
sylvaniabylEyl vanlavania

the rule applied by meth-
odists to the mormonscormonsMormons when el-
ders advise the people to vote in a
certain way this certainly must be
a union of church andnd state
yet we hear no outcry about it
either in the methodist ranks or
from any other denomination
neither do either of the papers we
have beensten religious or secular make
any comments on this alleged
nnun americanamerlean method perhaps
the difference in locality
ricouaccountsints for it whatIs wrong in
utah may be right in pennsylvania
or is it not rather the difference of
religious bodies what may be a
terrible thing for mormonscormonsMormons to en
gage in lalis quite correct for
methodists to do that is it no
doubt politics and religion must
not unite in mormonism but
they may be thoroughly mixed and
mingled in methodism

TWO missionaries TO
MEXICO

tinsTHE memphis tennessee appeal
has published a letter written by a
gentleman who went to mexico in
company with several others from
tthe southernbouthern states to investigate
Ssomebome0rneine mining affairs in our neighbor
publicrepublicxo the correspondence aal-
ludes to some ai stormonSl ormon mission-
aries who were en roieroutemote to mexico
on the same vesel aaas the writerand
he gives the following account of
his conversations with those
elders we copy it as it will be
of interest to the friends ot the two
young menmein who were called to go
to mexico at the april conference
in this city he says

awewe hadbad athard our ship two
mormon missionaries from baitsalt

lakelike city going over to mexico to
convert the greaUreagreasersserssens to their
faith and polygamy one of
them an intelligent young mannian of
about 23 years orageof age and a son of
the celebrated IMormormonmonsss orson
pratt discussed his religion and hiehib
peopledeop te with us Gentgantgentilesfles with a
candor and a fullness that to me was
rather astonishing I1 must confesscorneas
my viewviewss somewhat aaltered from
mymay acquaintance with him

1 had always thought their reli
gion and practices would not bear
the sunlight and civilization of our
nineteenth century but laying aside
the plurality of wives doctrine it iaIs
nno bad faith oar party contested
every point with him and put him
through a cross examination that
would have tried a philadelphia
lawyer

this young missionary was bomborin
bred and reared in salt lakelate and
we might say under the very
shadow of the tabernacle to uaus
then it seems no surprise that hohe
should think mormonism embrac-
ed everything pure and holy while
to us it appears the one black blot
upon our nations otherwise fair escu-
tcheon he is quitoquite an enthusiast
on his subject andaud as moromord liberali-
ty towards others religious views
than is generally shown he pro-
poses to operate for a while in this
cityelty until hebe 13ia13 more familiar with
tiiethe languslanguagege of the country and I1
shall watch his movements with
moromore than ordinary curlocuriocuriositysity ay

THE titas
UNDER the above title the nownew
york world publishes the folfoilovingfollowing
editorial ittt Is rather ironical but
conveys some good lessons to ant
ro hypocrites

wowe do not know how many new
englandersare grieved over the

of any down eastereasier on
the commissioncommissions but there several
out who are frightfully cha

and outraged at the omission
of their names iaja the presidents
nominations that not one of the
utah ring after all thothe begging and
wire pulling and lying that ibavehave
beenbeien resorted to should get the
ghost of a chancechanco to manipulate
election mattersmattera in this territory in
the iaterestinterest of the conspirators is a
littielitte more or a great deal less
than was bargained for henehence tilethe

of teethleeth and the uncom-
plimentary remarks concerning pre-
sident arthur which ju ave disturbdistri b
ed the alrinairain in certain quarters ever
bincesince the telegraph carriedearned the
names odthe s across
thathe country

the mormonsMormonMormonsss are well satisfied
with thothe exclusion of utah menmea

from the board there are gentlegente
menmen here non mormonscormons aawar
as mormonsMormonsonadna 11 who could be safely
entrusted with the management of
affairsanatra placed in buchluch a singular con

by the anti american ed
mundsrounds bill but the class who most
desired the position were of thothose
least fit to hold tuch power as the
measure contemplates and they
have been as we think wisely leletiett
out of the Commisalon

we have no means at present of

j judgingedging what course willbewill be taken t
by the board appointed but it iais ta

bobe hoped that the gentlemen conncorn j

posing it will beekseek to discharge thelithem

i emarhablebable duties within the nnauna 2

of the law and in accordance vlawill
the principles ofjusticejustlee and hono
in that case they will incur tietin
hatred of a few malconmaicontontatonU blbat I1

gain the respect of the majority d

tho citizens of utah and the gtdieal
people of the united states

the world gaysgayb
massachusetts and new englard

in general doubtless feelfee aggrievo
that not one of the utah commcomoli4
loners appointed by the Presidentpresidentsdentili
a citizen of the commonwealths tf

19

edmundsedmunda or hoar and therethereforeforA i1 I1
man who knows a great moral idelida
when he sees it another reas C

1why newnow england statesmen inq tfeel aggrieved at the appointment d

only western men is the undoubted
and undeniable knowledge chiet r
dr leonard woolsey bacon lisha
shown they have of a
social characteristic and that tooltoa V
without utahutahna peculiar
basasbasis for it and it may ba a gratlgray tmistake thatthit the ereprepresideidentnt hsha tmade in not selecting at least ouOBI bnew englander to go to utah thtin
results of his investigations
have been used aaas a convertineconverting1

powpowereratat home if a man will hathsi
more than one wife there are adva

in having them ait is no infrequent occurrence chati v
gentleman among the saints anaix a
rlesries a second wife to nurse the ncrfid d
and in turn to be nursed by tin4 t
bratfirst in the frequent illness tath C
falls to their domestic lotloti tilthi b
peculiar economy and charity ana t
unknown among new englad n
polygamists of course fo0
in utah every wife iain cared for dmdot t
ing the hushnshusbandsbinds life and notanot 0annew englandEnglandonlyonly during thitit
brief binding of a civil contracontrad
theethese refreoreformsormi might be made in it
the system ofeasteziaEastrast erinexia polygamy bj

a study of the adv ad jd
the mormon system and surelsuretsuresore tnow england is entitled to wha s
over benefits may result room t 0

investigation in utaiutah a
but just what we arogro to gain aroi
the labors of the gentlemen appoint ta
ed iaIs not yet clear they riirilani p

respectfully report upon chesithe ai h
vantage of simultaneous polpoty a
gegamyimy and poinpointprintoutouttout the greater tob p
mestie peace and the better njordmorel
that have resulted from it in utaiuttiJJS el
than in new england but nat evivii a
a republican congre s will be lilteki V
lyy to have the audacity e
recommendend polygamy or to sugstugseugilt V
desirable changes in the
ment ofoft wives to the glawtuilfull pa F

gamasta of the northeast w t
the members of the coandukdub t

are to bobe the cleltcly0 v
pfaf thetile united slatesplates willxiii pj V

endure either tormform of polygamy vafal a
longer than the time wilenas jeffo
son said of all such t aings gerilseia
has fair play and reasons aidand lauifi
it out of doors without sufferingillrbt
state to be troubleded with it 11ll
they investigate the of tbtthet P
saints of utah their report mmmug P
condemn the of cuinCoinlec 0
cucut und the attention of coughlcoicor gmalgrai bMand philanthropists aldaidand ladies i c
cdecie must turn in another diridire
tion than towards utah if thtd
confinecontine themselves to polpoi I1

volvoi k and thegovgovernernp 21 P
of the territorytory they will recelrecej
mormon thanks but republican A
nunanunciationnunciaclationtion thilthi 3 wonwould be a ba
fit to utah but not a few redned
ant politicians would be thrust
upon the charity of the partypantybartys
the twin relic would remainin twtwitei
one in new england the otheother
the salt lakelaake valley the Ppolpoi0

cally branded children ofoft
saints will not bundenbudder the inoinc
lent consequencedsequencea that the aso0 I1i

r
branded of the Sinnersinnerssnobnono I1 I1

ferfor and mormonismniam has vwuwall t
mighty on precisely thia kirkinkelfel 1
imbecile opposition since ibeiboI1to
of the gmarImarmar propprophetlietilet
revelator after all the butak t
mission maymav be a deeply
scheme of cewbev england polyrimgim
ests to strengthen polygamy b1
utah and thereby advance toin NO
england this ariatiancientclent social t
which nondon interference charity ad
ridicule would long ago hashay Q fsthrown s


