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sti}) lingers smong pecple and Lthey
go, tbey know not why, t: placen
where horrors are exblbiled. But the
moral edect of it ian disaetrous, and
publio enlightened opinion asbould be
depended upon to thwarl any stlemplt
to degerade the stage by makirg it the
caterer to the most vulgar tmete im-
aginabie,

No parents wonld consent lo give
their onfivren, whose minds are su
open to lmpressions, good or bad, ap
opporlunity lo aescclate with tbieves,
murderere and other eoriminas or Lo
tamiiiar ze themeelves with the details,
of their crimes, They would asbiela
them even from the contact with such
characlers offered by the low.bred dime
literature of the day, ut theutage is
a muob more potent factor than the
average huvel, and ita purity vagbt to
be g iaraed with grealest oate, lest it
should become a scho. ] jor crime, a
menance to publio satety. No boy, no
girl could go lo the tbeater and sew the
suppo-ed crimes of Durrart tbere re-
producsd Witbout sustainiog some
moral injury, perhaps irreparable,

ROML’S CLAIMS.

Archuishup Ryan,ol Pbiladelpbia,in
a sermon delivered to the members ot
the Catholiosummer school at Platts.
purg, N. Y., speke of the cburch and

its miesion io tbhe world. In the course
of bisncdress be stated tbat this inet:-
tution, reterring, of oourse, lo Lhe
Cstbolio ohurob, s exaotly what this
age and thie nDation specislly need, in.
Hmating thst without jt the latter can-
pot be pressrved. His exaot worde as
quo[ed were:!

Now this great institntion, tonnded hy
Chriat and bl!essed with snch malvelous
onity and = abilily, ia preclsely whbat ia
needed in our ageund country in order
to give religi ns Onlty to maoy diver-e
denomlinalions and permagoent stability
to the state itself. Let os then go forib
from thi- summer scbool with increased
knowledge, both sacred and profane, but
above all things with a profonnd convio-
tion 1hat wo bave in Ibie institution of
the church what the age and natlon re-
quire. and letus prove by nur individ-
pal lives tbe praetical nfluence of rbat
inatitetion in governing and senctifying
the individnal, and, iberefore, with =
power to influence the whole nation for
good, and thus preserve it.

It seems Almost inoredible that a
promli: ent prelateat tbis time abould
stand up and clailm in all eerfousnees
that the ehurch of Rime {2 the harbor
of refuge to suflelng bumanity. Tbat
jostitution was falrly trfed for cen-
tgries but fnile:! to bring about a better
conditicn. It weturo a few pages of
bistory and nause at the time before
the Reformation, when it peld swany
over the Cnristian worli?, and look at
tbe then ¢xisting conditlons, there jo
very little, inveed, to bear out the
atatement of the reverend gentleman.
Snctally munkind was divided In two
classen. Onpe ¢xerclaed the most oruel
despotism, by the oruce of the ohareh,
over the other. Buperstition sand Ig-
pnorance were the obaraoterietios of the
age, 88 wituess the perseoutinrat ?
hereay and prosecutione for witohorafr,
the sale of indulgencese and the poan-
dslous intrigues within the very gatrs
of ERome. Whnat did the repre-

rentatives of Rowanlem at that

time ever do to adjmet Lbae
deplorable conditions or to spread
llebt and knowledge among the peo-
ple? . What is there on a!l the pages of
history #ince the begionlog of papal
relgn to indicate that an effort was
made to promote liberty and progrees
and adv¥ance the ocsuse of humanity?
Buppose there bad Dever been s
reformation and a revolution, what
would the worid bave been? IL is mot
negersary to drew on imagipation for
sn apswer (o that question.

In one of the dispatches a ttory f=
tolJ that is Interesting ip this cunoweo-
tior: A poor orphan girle enters a
convent, Im the sgony ol temptations
to which buman nstare is subject, she
whispers ber con ession Lo some
apititual oounsel'r. The reeull is thal
o order to alone for ber rins sbe tor.
rared ber tender body by stioking

needles inlo $t—that js, if the
punishment actually was  sell-
inflioted—until sbhe now s at the
point of death, Aod fe  this

what is offered as the balm of Gileas
which bumanity nerde, Apyore ac-
qualnted witb the firat principles of
Chobristianity or with buman natore
knows tbhat euoh allegéd mneans of sal-
vatlon are not Christiap, but pagan.
They u‘terly fail to oleanse from sip,
to remove zullt or to impsr:é moral
strenpgtb, And it Is to be feared that
the remedlien offered by that ina § ution
for all other ille ct bomanity are «gual-
ly power'esn,

Arobhbisbop Ryan’s speech, how-
ever, js significant as revealing the
resl sim ¢f the ipatitution be repre-
seute, Itis notblog less tham ‘‘to In-
fluence ihe whole natfon for good and
tbur preserve it,’? ar if jts exlslence de-
rends on Roman i fluence in national
affaire. Il is only rigbt that this bhigh
purpose of Rome’s representatives
shealt be pointed out. The oftizens of
the United Btates are jplerested In the
matter,

THE BALKAN S1TUATION.

Thbere seems tc be but little doub?
that actual fighting js taking place on
the Balkan, and the development of
affairs there sre well wortb watoblng.
The firal reports were to the effect that
the lnsurgents in Macedonia had de-
feated a Turkish detacbment. An:
other confliet Is now eald to have
toeurred, ending with the dirpersion
of tbe rebels. The Turks bave snough
troope fn tbe province to resist 8oy or-
dinary tnsurrectinn.

The rising in Mecedonia is the onr-
growth of the Armenjan disturbances,
Both Armeniane’ ard  Macedonfan~
were by the treaty of Berlin o 1879
promised protection from Turkish des.
p tism, buil the promises pever were
'ulfilled. The latter neeing that their
feilow-sufferers Ju Asia Mioor rue
cetdeu in brinving their sitn stion onor
mare before Europe. oaturslly seized
tbe npportunity of delng the same, and
armed themselves, There is no doubt
that their cause ia ag just as that of the
Armewians.

The recentoutrages In the cspifal of
Bulgaria where exz-Premier Btam.
bui I’ wasaesassinated and tbe fune al
prooession sav¥agely scattered, all, it i-
tnought, by the consent of the guvern-
mentand perbaps asarrsult of Russlan
lptrigue, bas brooght the situstion to LY

bighly oritica) stage, and what furtber
oomplicaten matters la the fact that
Ferdinand bolds the poeition of ruler
wilbout the consent of Ruesla, whiob
ie & violation of the Berlin treaty, lu as
much as thie provides that tbe Bulga-
riap king oan cooupy the tbhrone only
by permlssion of all the mgnalory
mnwere, In thir viclation Russia would
find a Justifiostion for juterference
whenever Lhe czar’s goveroment
'binte tbe tim+ bes come to order the
troopa to grore Lbe frontier, Altogether
the situntiom is euch that European
niate mesn st present will bave their
skill taxed to 1be utmost.

= ————

DECREASE OF CRIME,

It is olaimed tbat durlpg tbe Iset
pertod of aboot twenty-flve years, or
from 1868 to 1884 crime kns been on

the decreser jn England. Generallr,
the problem 18 Lo aocount for the in-
crease of crime and to find a remedy
for it, but Ir the etatistica given are
reliable, the conclusion seems to be
well found+d that there important
yuestiona are about to be understood,
'he deoreses is sa'd to be abvut 8 per
cegt on the average.

be number of perrons arrested ss
offenders against pereson= or property
twenly years ago wae 187,018, Ten
yeats tater tbe nnmber was 166,901 and
tn 1892.83 only 160,625, a deorease all
tbe more marked |{f the inorease of
vopulation during tbe same period §s
taksn fnto consideration,

Oftenres embracing oroelty to anls
muis, drunkennese, ranilary and by-
tlecio rules area always large and suoh
crimes are more clusely lvoked after,
and there I» a natural expeotation tr nt
'he lpereake 1o the number of such
flenses would be large; on the com-
trary, the increaee is only 2.4 above
tbe record of ten years ago, but as the
vopulatioo bae increased 12 per cent
there is & real decrease of 10 per cent.

The criminal class “*known to the
police,?? ineluding thoee at Jarge as
well az In confinement, nhow a de-
cresce in number of 87,000 ts 50.000,
Those ul Jerge nombered In 1881,
88,960, 1o 1804, 31,225, in 1881, 80,488,
tn 1892, £6,826, Lwundon itseir making
Ine best sbowing; thibs in every 100,000
person® lbere were ‘“‘known to the
polies? 15 in Liondon, 50 In provincial
oities acd 61 {n the country, Ths
Morning Fost, of Auguet 28th, 1894,
eaye:  “The anarcbiste, anpoyed by
tbe surveillnnoe of tbe pulice, are leav.
irg London s-d settling in the pro-
vinotal eitles.??

Hououeee of bad repute decreared in
number In three yeura from 2,888 to
2,860. Juvenile offenders, thnee i1nder
16 years of age, numnered 10,000 In
1868.68, This figure has fallen steadtly
uatls 4,000 {s tbe last record. I. every
190,000 of populativn there were 46.
juvenile oftenders in 18681870 ugalust
25 in 1893, a drereese of 70 per oent. i

It must be remembered that this de~
creuce Ie not due to any ohange 1o the
admnistration of the lawe or Lo a re-
laxation of thelr rigidity, On the cone
trary the laws bave been made more
attingen!, and the mumber of arrests
for every bundred orimes shows that
the executivn of the Iawa ta more th: g-
nugh; for in 1888-1887 there were 44 to.
5 arreats for every bucdred ortmes,
sod’ lo 1382-1898 there were 46.8 ar-



