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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

UNBELIEF IN DEITY.

Within the past centlry a great wave
-0f unbellel bas swept dJown uwpon
Christendom,and ita force is still unex-
pended. I[ufidelity ie steadily gaining

coutro! in the bearts of the chiliren
of meu, wbho mre glving attention to
materisnl things to the exclusion ui
that which relutes to God aaod their
spiritual welfare, (o tbis regard the
people of Loday bave goue even fartbe:
thuo did 1he Jews at tbe time Christ
cameé amoong them. The children ol
Jod-b believed ip o (Jod. It is true
they wapted Him to confurm to their
fdew of how affaire spcuid bhs con.
sduoled, and wers unwilliug to sceept
His guidsnes. [hey wers pleased o
indulge in forme an 1| ceremaules, but
would not give practical submission to
the Divine will. Theretore His Spinit
wae withdrawo from them and they
.fulled to recognize the One wbo omine
us u Deliverer, and whose advent toejr
nalion bad prayed for and prophesied
about for generativne. But io allibis
they helieved in Gou ae Lhe almicbcy
Cresior and Kinyg of beaveu and earth.
The uphbelief of the pressul Byge,
however, ia devoid of even this rer
derming fenture. Not ooly Is there
muspitest 8 uisiuclinating to worsbhip
-(30d, or to ackuowledge Hia band in
the aflairs of men aod oations, but the
very existence uf a living, iotelllgent
Personage, a Beiog who 18 the Father
of the spirits of all meu, is denied. Thie
coudition js u natural result of hring-
ing the erronevus teacininugs of eeClar-
janismo into goutact with the (resiom
.of thongnt that characterizes the pres-
.ent age, People bave been told that
(Fod 1s a Bel g without body, paris or
pueeions, and tbey are realizivg thal
this Jescripiion is thut vl & nunentity.
They bave heen led also to believe Lhat
commuanplcation from beaven hue
veased; Lhat revelatione, and prophecy
and the ministration of augels, belony
only to the past, and tbat the voige of

‘God is npu Innger beard Han
one man speakelh Lo another;”
apd with the feeling € gendered

by these impreasior.s they sre hecom-
ing imbued with the ides that a heing
to whom tbere is no access, and who ie
#0 ipconsistent ne to refuse to bold
direct communicatlon with bhisenbil-
dren nnder any circumstapces,d: ea not
_exist as an all-powertul and mereiful
ruler of the unlverse.

In view of this condition lo the
world, it migbt seern impossihle to
stay the progresa of the floid-tide of
ibfhdelity; and 8o it would be, 80 far as
the power of mortel man ie concerned.
But the Lord has promised thut fn the
jatter daye a time shall come when 1D-
fidelity shall be oot only hanished from
enrth and a belief in God be universal,
but that =ull sball know Him,
from Llhe [east to the greatest. To

~effect this purpore it will be jndeed
necessary to performa & “'marvelous
work and & woander,” hut the result ir
to be achlieved through the Gospel of
-{3brist, which brs heen restored te
.earth io thisage,
No doubt the uabelief of the people

of Judea in tbe divine mission of

Jesus of Nazaretb wus copeldered s |

zreat ohstacle io the way of inaugurat:
ing a (dospel dispensation. When
Joun the Baptist, son of the
Privst Zacharise, came as the mes-
venger hefore the face of tbhe Liord, the
teacbers apd learlers amonyg the Jews
did pol recelve him with open arme;
their synagogues and places for public
gatherings afforded no rooni for bim;
it would seeln that eve . the pgales ul
the city were closed agaiust bim, for
be bad to do bjs preacbing Iin the
wildergess beyond Jordan, And
when the Lord of whbom he testified
came, He was hunted and persecuted
and finally usiled to the cruse. Yet
by tbv very means throush which the
unhelieviug Jewr moughl to vvertbrow
the work ot Gad, He wruought oui the
great atunemeut woioh broke tie
oands of death, anod Hnsally accom-
phsbed the work ot thal dispeusalior.

Lo the prersnt sce the Gospel mes-
rage ibects with opoosition smimilsr to
that which 1t envuvuntered eightee:
senturies ago, But as the unbelief of
the Jewe in tbhe divibity ot Christ
failed fo e ubject wod returned o
Judgmueut upov tbe people Lthat reject-
vd Him,so will the unheliel of this aze
tnil o achievivg the vigtory, and will
bring condemnation to those who sub-
mil io itaeway, for the power of Lbe
Almighty to (uifil His deelgnes buas not
«rown less, He bus lett a witness in
the world’s bistnry of His existence
aud power, and tue persvu who ignores
this and drafts futo infidelity will not
fiua justiication in tue ‘leceptive
toaohangs ! uulpspired men,

The Liatter-day Salnts sbould main-

' talo their earnest ®ndeRVOrs Lo slem

this tide of upbelief ju God. Thelr
¢hildren abould be trajued from their
ourllest yuors Lo dlscern the evideuoes
of Himws wuxistence sud o Cumnpre-
neud Hws true pature, To
Haints bave received 8 lestimvany of
Him, aud tbeir cuouuct shouid ue s
wandiny wiluess thuat tbey know Lhat
Gud liver, They ocanuut aflerd tw
neglect tDis teslitnay wud il wburt ol
fulfliiiug their oulllng tv piove tu toe
world tuat tuere 18 & Uod Ju lerse).

AN EARLY EXPERIMENT.

The tollowing appeared in tbe telo-
grapbio dispatebes of thie paper three
ok four weeks ayu:

WasHi¥aToN, Oot. 23. — Goveruor
Hughen, of Arizons, had ao imporiant
conference with Minister Romero, of
Mexico, wuoblng improvements of the
Colorado river, wilich would add to its
imporiance as B channel of commerce.
The governor represented to Romero
Llhat Colorado was the second Ilargest
siroam o0 the Pacifio coasl. He said
that with gsecure jetllee &t the
mouth and with some dredgiog
along the course of the stream
it conld be made uwavigable for 900
miles, far np into Arizona and Nevada,
tapping rich mineral deposits in the
moun ains and flne agricoltural and
borticultural regious in the lower
country. He pointed out thar Mexico
along 1be Gulf of California possesses
large forests of fine timber and immense
deposits of corl in botb of which the
sonthwestorn portion ofthe United Statea
is deficient. Governor Huoghes thinks

the government of tho United States
would make improvements necessary
within its boundary, if the Mexican
government would undertaike to do as
much witbin Mexican territory, the
lower 150 miles of the river being in
Mexice. Minister Romero was very
much impressed with the representation
made hy the government. He smid be
would recommend bis government Lo
give the matter atteution, He thought
the best way to proceed would be tor the
two governments to’ join in the appojnt.
ment of 2 commlssiou 10 Inve stigate the
whole question.

The el reculls B interesting sat-
towspt oo tbe part of the Mormon peo-
ple ueariy thirly years ngo—pivneers
ns they wero theu, and of ploveering
spirit us they uslwuys have been—tg
utinize tue wreat Colorado for purpuses
of uuvigation. It was vefore the days
i e raiir ad, befure the duys even
when Lbere wan suy tangib.e prospect
wt the traus¢outinental bivbhway belng
cast up 10 the near future. The uiff-
culiies v travel aoross ibe plains, and
Lue enormuus ¢XpPelss Cvoueled With
the uringing 1o uotouly 07 Aupplies byt

[ peopiv alen, varly led the promiuent
mi.ue of Lbe commuully tu seell 4
remnedy that sbould result in more
raplily huilding up this cvuntry and
fu eusiug the burdens uf the people,
Soutberu Utab bau been eolouized,uud
thure was » growiug teeling tbhat the
svuthern roule ioto Califurnia—
with wll 118  dissdvautsges—woulg
stifl becowe the popular ous Jdurinyg Lthe
grenler parcof the yesr. What mure
usiural, Lberefore, tban tbat the Mor.
moo people should have given much
thoughbt Lo the openiug up of this
watel-route, by meaps uof wuloh geges-
saly imyports could be mure hheaply
brought iuto svutheru Utab, sand
u.vuce possibly seut to Calitoruis!
Luveed, at vue Lime Lbe briuking 1o of
the wholv Mormo emigratiou wuag
nertounly thoug bt of via the
Guli of aillurula wpod the migney
river that fi »ws iote it.

I be lute A nson Csil of Davis county
wis the mau cbosed [0 LinkEs (be re-
guisite exploratious aud prooeed o
tue eatuhlishment ot & post wt tue poipg
thut would be rexs ded ne the head of
uwavigaliou. He was calied vpon thbig
mirsiub at the October coufereuce, 1884,
aud on Decovmber 25 ot that  year
be seut & report of bie exXpleratious to
Churgn Hi-tinau George A. Bmitn,
torvugh wnose courtesy it was pub-
lsbed in the DEsERET NEWS, Beveral
accounts of the place BeleCtéd were
priuted lu the NEWS,the first beiug oo
Juuuary 18,1865, luis first report gives
the yate of the urrival ss December 2,
1864, sud describes the bend uf uaviga-
o ol the river as being “ooe nille be-
iow lhe Narrows aud just abuve the
mouth vt Black esnyon.” Abuputtwo
and a bhalf mlies below this powut ure
Abonls aud rapi-ie, Bul theso wers oot
thuught sufhvient to luterfere very
materisliy wih pavigatioo.

The uexl report wa+ sent by isaac
Hunter to Bishop A. H. Raleigh, nod
was uated Callville—ibe pame viven
tbe oew statijun—Fehruary 4, 1885, f[o
this the writer ueacribes Lhe wuarehuuse
Loen uelug bujlt lthere 28 up to Lbe
aquare sud likely to be fpirhed ju LtWo
ur three duys, a8 alap the residence of
Anson Call, » buildiog 18 x 20 teet,
whivh wouid be compleled aupul the
840 1ime.

On Muarch 8, 1863, the NEws, peak-



