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UNBELIEF IN DEITY

within the past century a great wave
of unbelief hasbai swept down upon
Christen domand its force is still unex-
pended infidelity tois steadily gaining
control in the hearts of the children
of men who are giving attention to
materialmater lul things to the exclusion 001

that which delutes to god and their
spiritualpi ritual welfare in this regard the
people of today have gone even farther
than did the jews at the time christ
came among them the children otof
budh believed in a god it isin true
they wanted him to conform to their
idea of howbow affairs should be cou

ductedductedluc ted and were willingunwilling to accept
lilt1118 guidance they were pleased to0 o
indulge in forms anti cere but
would not give practical submission to
the divino will therefore his epim
was withdraw itii from themibea and they
failed to recognize the one who canto
as a deliverer and whose advent
nation hadbad prayed for and prophesied
about for generations but in all this
they believed in god as tiethe
creator and king of heaven and earth

the unbelief of the present age
however tois devoid of even this re-
deeming feature not only is there
maDimanifestfest a disinclination to worship
goi or to acknowledge his handband in
the afaffairsfairis of men and nations but the
very exi tenceleone of a livi ug intelligent
personage a being who is the father
of the spirits of all moumeu is denied thisthip
condition is a natural result of bring-
ing the erroneous teachteachingsinge of sectar-
ianism into contact with the freedom
of thought that characterizes the pres-
ent aieage people have been told that
god tola a bel ig without body parts or
passions and they are realizing that
this Je is that of a nonentity
they have been led also to believe that
communication from heaven has
ceased thatthai revelationsrevelation and prophecy
and theafie ministration of angelsangela belong
only to the past antiand that the voice otof
gougod is no longer heard atac
one man eth to another 9

and with the feeling a gendered
by wastethese impressions they are becom-
ing imbued with the idraidea that a being
to whom there lais no access and who Isif
400o inconsistent anaa to refuserefuge to hold
direct communication with hie chil-
dren under any circumstancesdueses not
alstexist as an all powerful and merciful
ruler of the universe

in view of this condition in wethe
world it might seem impossible to
staytay the progress of the flodflo id tide of
infidelity and so it would be so far asae
the power of mortal man lais concerned
but the lord has promised that in theth
latter daysdaya a time shall come when in
fidelity shall blebe not only banished from
earth and a belief in god be universal
toutbut that all shall know him
from the least to the greatest to

elect this purpose it will be indeed
necessary to perform a marvelousmar veloue
work and a wonder but the resultpenult it1

to be achieved through the gospel of
christ which hashag been restored to

oartharth lain this age
J noN doubt the unbelief of the people

of judeajuda in the divine mission of
jesus of nazareth was considered a

treatgreat obstacle in the way of inaugurat-
ing a gospel dispensation when
john the baptistBap tint sonsoa of the
priest zacharias came as the metmee

before the face of the lord the
teachers and leaders among the dewsjews
did not receive him with open arbic
their synagogues and places for public
gatherings afforded no roonaroom for hinohim
it would seem that eve the gates oi01

the city were closed against him for
be had to do his preaching in the
wilderwildernessgildernewnew beyond jordan and
when the lord of whom hebe testified
came he was hunted and persecuted
and finally nailed to the cross yet
by the very means through which the
unbelieving jews sought to overthrow
i he work otof god rehe wrought outoui the
great atonement abich broke tt a
bands of death and finally accom-
plished thebe work of that

in the present aie the gospel mes-
sage meets with opposition similar to
that which it encountered eighteen
centuriesoen ago but as the unbelief of
the jews in the divinity of christ
tailed toin its object and returned in
judgment upon theibe people that reject
ed himeo will the unbelief of this sigeage
tail in achieving the victory and will
bring condemnation to those who sub
mit to its swayaway for the power of the
almighty to fulfillfulfil his designs has not
grown less he hasbas left a witness in
theibe worlds history of his existence
audand power and the person who Igignorednoret
this and drifts into infidelity will riotnot
binti justification in tretoe
teachings u uninspired men

the latter day saints should main
tatu their earnest endeavors to stem
this tide of unbelief toin gad
children should be trained from their
earliest yoursyera to discern the evidencesev
otor his existence andd to compre
feuti his true nature abe
saintes have received a testimony of
him audand their should tebe a
standisia tig witness that they know thatigudgod livlivedtw they cannot afford tuto
neglect ants audanti fall short otof
fulfilling their calling to prove tuto the
world tuatthat there is18 a god in israel

AN EARYEARLY experiment

the following appeared lpin the tele
graphic dispatches of this pappapererthreethree
orir four weeks ago

ootoct 23 governor
hugheaHughs of arizona had an important
conference with minister romero of
mexico touching improvements of the
colorado river would add to its
importance as a channel of commerce
the governor represented to romero
that colorado was the second largest
stream on the pacific coast he said
that with secure jettiesbetties at the
mouth and with some dredging
along the course otof the stream
it could be made navigable for
miles far upsip into arizona and nevada
tapping rich mineral deposits in the
moun ains and fine agricultural and
horticultural regions in the lower
country he pointed out that mexico
along the gulf of california possesses
large forests of fine timber and immense
deposits of coal in both of which the
southwestern portion oathaofthe statesstatas
is deficient Govergovernorhor hughes thinks

the government of the united states
would make improvements necessary
within its boundary if the mexican
government would undertake todoto do as
much within mexican territory the
lower miles of the river being in
mexico minister romero was very
much impressed with the representation
made by the government he said he
would recommend his government to
give the matter attention he thought
the bestbefit way to proceed would be for the
two governments to join in the appoint-
ment of a commission to10 anve mitigate the
whole question

the item recalls an interesting at-
tempt on the part of the mormon peo
ato bearly thirty years ago pionepioneersere
us they thoutheu and of pioneering
spirit as they always have been to
utilize theih great colorado for purposes
ofif navigation it waswas before the daysdaya
or die calir ad before the days even
when there waswart any tangible prospectproa

i the citalrital highway being
cast up in the near future the biffl
cuttles orof travel across the plaplainsiniss andtue enormous expense connected with
wethe bringing in not of susuppliesaplies but
f people also early ledlea tilethe aromiprominenttient

milmilusus of the to seek a
remedy that should result in more
rapidly bui liling up this country and
in easing the burdens of the people
authersouthern utah lisha i been colonize daud
there was a growgrowingiLig feeling thatthai the
stilbernstuL ibernbern route into california
withwilb all its disadvantages would
still become the popular one during the
greater pare of the year what muremore
iglainaturalural therefore than that the mor-
mon people should have given much
titi ought to wothe opening up otof this
water route by means of which
daiy imports could be more cheaply
brought luto southern utah and
tience possibly sent to Californibl
ludeen at cue nmlima tilethe bringing in orof
the whole was
seriously thought of via the
auli of Valio rula and the mighty
river that fl into itIL

I1 hebe late anson call of davis county
was the mau chosen to wakemake thehe re-
quisite explorations and proceed to
weali e establishment of a pstpost at tile point
that could be regarags ded as the head of
bavinavigationgation he was called upon this
mission at the october
and on december 2625 otof that year
tiehe sent a report of his to

hi toelau george A smith
through whose courtesy it was pub-
lished in the DESERET NEWS several
accounts of the place selected were
prinprintedteJ in the NEWS the farist beingbein on
january iuiscults first report gives
the date of the arrival as december Is2

1

1864 aud deb eribes the headbead of gaviga
liun or01 the river IBas beilin one tullemile blb
lowlov the narrows audand justjuat above tiethe
mouth olof black canyon about two
and a half miles below this point are
shoals and but these were not
thoughtbought sufficient to interfere very

materially with navigation
the nexthext report wa 4 sent by isaacaso

hunter to bishop A 11 raleigh and
waswall callvilleCall ville the pame kiven
the new station februaryary 4 1865 in
this the writer decie the warehouse
then being built there asan up to the
square and likely to be in twowo
or three days asaa also the resiresidencedeice of
anson call a building 18 x 20 feet
which would be completed about the
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on marobmarch so8 18601865 the news speak


