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7T council off carthage anno examined howbow
sufficient or insufficient thethi tradition of the
church waswag which recommended those books
for scripture about which there was so much
doubt and contrariety of opinions they
found all the books contained in our canon ofor
which you account so many apocryphal to
have been recommended by tradition sufficient
to found faith upon for on this ground can
477 they proceeded in defining all the books
in our canon to be canonical because say
they we have received from our fathers that
those books were to be read in the church
popepopa innocent the first who lived anno i

domini being requested by
bishop of toulouse to declare unto him which I1

books were canonical he answers ep 3
that having examined what sufficient tradition
did demonstratedemondenon strate he sets down what books
are received in the canon of the holy scrip
tures in the end of his epistle chap 7 to
wit just those which we now have in our
canon and though heile rejects many other
books yet he rejectrejects not one 0of these see
Mum fordsforda question of questions becsec 3
panpars 4 12

therhe pope of rome gathered together these
contending persons inin the form of a council
and they sat in judgment upon various manumanul 1

scripts professing to be divine that quarrel
ringlinging and contending council decided that a cer-
tain number of books should be admitted as

sdshivineivine and should form the true canon of
scripture and that no other books should be
added we are informed that this council re-
jected a vast number of books some of these
rejecteddejected books were considered by part of the
council of divine origin

the manuscripts of the new testament
s which these ancient apostates in the third
council of carthage pronounced canonical
havebave never reached our day the oldest
manuscripts of the new testamentgentpent which this
age are in possession of arbare supposed to date
from the sixth century of the christian era
we have none of the original manuscripts
written by any of the apostles or inspired
writers we have five manuscriptmanuscriptss in exist
ence that were supposed to have been written as
early as the sixth or seventh century after
christ three of these you will find deposited
in the royal library of paris

the vatican manuscript noted 1209
this was probably written by the monks of
mount athos first heard of as being in the
possession of pope urban the ath some of
the leaves are wanting the ink in some places
faded the letters have been retraced by a
skilful and faithful handband isee unitarian
editors of the improved version of the new
testament and marshamarsh

or
2245 this dates from the seventh century
it was found inin thebe monasterymon astary of clungciting called
clermont from clermont inin beauvais where
it was preserved thirty sixbixbixsix leaves of it were
stolen by one john aymonA mon aud sold in england
but since recoveredcovetedre it is greek and latin
and contains the epistles but that to the he-
brews by a later handband like other greek latin
codices the greek has been accommodated to
the latin wortor authority refer to Weta tein
unitarian editors professor
quoted by bishop marshmareb vol 2 page

3rdard the ephrem manuscript this also
is said to have been written in fhethe seventh
century it was first discovered by dr allix
in the beginning of the eighteenth century it
is in great disorder many leaves lost many
wholly illegible and the whole is effaced to
make room for the works of ephrem the
syrian under which the sacred text may be
perhaps deciphered by transparency see
unitarianUniubi editors of the improved new test-
amentcamentvaticanthe vatican clermont and ephrem manu-
scripts will be found in the library at parispans

ath the alexandrian manuscript this
was probably made in the sixth century
cassimerCascagalmeraimer oudin says the tenth it was de-
posited in the british museum inin 1753 cyril
patriarch of constantinople presented it to
charles the first in 1623 by his ambassador
sr thomas roeeoe it was written by the
monks for the use of a monastery of the order
of AcaccaAccecametsmets ii e vigilvigilantailtaril never sleeping its
original text isis no longer visibleis ibleibie written with
uncial letters no intervals before the words
it has been altered from the latin version and
was written by a person who was not master
of the greek language for authorityauauthoritythorit y see
cassimir oudin Weta tein ac ac as quoted
by bishop marshin hisins blich misseis introduction
0volvoio 2 page and following

fth the cambridge manuscript or codex
beroa concerning this bishop marsh says

perhaps of all the manuscripts now extant
this is the most ancient theodore beza
used it for his edition of the new testament
it was found at lyons in the monastery of st
irenaeusIrerasus A D 1562 bezabeva himself owns of
it that it should rather be kept for the avoid-
ing of offense of certain persons than to be
published it was deposited inin the university
library at cambridge england uncial let-
ters no intervals between the words it is very
ungrammatical it varies from the common
greek text in a greater degree than any other

see unitarianUni Eeditors bishop marsh vol 2
page 2229besidesbemid these there are above twenty manu-
scripts of later date inin large letters of differ-
ent portions of the new testament and some
hundreds inin smaller characters it appears
from the superscriptlonsions of very many manumann

of which we are in possession that
thethey were written on mount athos where the
monks

oy
aks employed themselves in writing copies

odtheof the greelgreela testament some manuscripts
ascribed to the highest antiquity have been
disdibdiscovereddoieioie red to be the composition of impostors
as latelale asasi the seventeenth century for the
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purpose 0off foisting in favorite doctrinesdoctrine aand
imposing upon christian credulity the
montford and berlin MSS for stanceinstanceic see
marsh vol 2 page

all the most ancient manuscripts of the
new testament known to the world differ
from each other in almost every verse arldand
the same is true in relation to those ofor the
old testament also one of the ancient
christian writers jerome in his commentaries
upon the prophets complains odtheof the corruption
of hisbis manuscript greek copies bellarmineBelbal taminelamine
testifies that the greek copies of the old test-
amentcament are so corrupted that they seem to
make a new translation quite ditlerent from
the translations of other copsecopies all there-
fore is uncertainty not only inin sierelationlation to the
hebrew manuscripts but also ththee greek if
soon after the beginning of the christian era
the old testament manuscripts were by the
jews partly destroyed lost burned and torn
in pieces so that the learned of that early age
could not obtain anything but the names of the
lost bookbookss it is not to be supposed that we
whomhov ho live some seventeen hundred years later
are inn possession of copies more pure and
genuine than jerome bellarmine and other
ancient writers

in relation to the manuscripts of theme newrewdewdow

testament mr cressy writes in these words
i in my hearingbearing bishop usher professed
that whereas behe had of many years before
a desire to publish the new testament in
greeirgreek with various sections and annotations
and for that purpose hadbad used great diligence
and spent much money to furnish himself with
manuscripts yet in conclusion he was forced
to desist utterly lest if behe should ingeniously
have noted all the several differences of read-
ing which himself had collected the incredi-
blei multitude of them almost in every verse
should rather have made men than
satisfy them in the true reading of any partic-
ular passage see ca 8 nu 3

the learned admit that in the manuscripts
of the New Testament alone there are no less
than one hundred and thirty thousand differ-
ent readings see Brittanica

1 eighth edition it is true that many of those
differences are of no particular consequence
as they do not materially alter the sense but
there are many thousands of differences where-
in the sense is entirely altered how are I1

translators tornowto know which of the manuscripts
if any contain the true sense they havebave no
original copies with which to compare them
no standard of correction no one can tell
whether even one verse of either the old or
new testament conveys the ideas of the ori-
ginal author

just in
new testament alone how our translators
couldfould separate the spurious from the genuine
isis more than I1 can tell how they could dis-
tinguishish between the original communicated to
the aancientlentbent prophets andanS apostles and
different readingsgS thattha were introduced in the
dark agagess by copyistsis not easy to determine

but admitting that we had an ancient copy
of the bible or the old and new testament
susupposing the translators by some means were
put in pospoepossessionsession of such a copy and that the
iraldiindividualsideals whose names are attached to many
of those books professed to be inspired yet
bow are this generation to determine whether
those authors if they were indeed the authors
were inspired men how do we know they
were inspired to write those books the lat-
ter day saints believe that the bible in its
original waswaa the word of god and was writ-
ten by divine inspiration but we do not be-
lieve it because history informs us of this or
because tradition tells us so but we believe it
because the book of mormon confirmed by the
ministry of angels informs us of the fact

but how are this generation to know that
those ancient authors were inspired of god
do they bearhear testimony of their own inspira-
tion bishop Ch illingworth hooker and
many other learned commentators have told us
that the bible cannot bear testimony of its own
inspiration if the bible cannot prove its own
inspiration how are people inm the present and
past ages to know that these hookslooks are inser r-
ed it is true we are informed that some
individuals wrote by commandment and some
we are told wrote according to their own
opinions how are we to detect that part
which they were inspired to write from that
part which was wrote according to their own
opinioominioopinionsns we cannot without new revelation y

without some testimony of a higher nature
than tradition we never can learn these mat

having made these few remarks in regard to
the old and new testaments in their present
condition and bearing and having learned that
they are very imperfect in their present state
and that they have been translated from manu-
scripts that can not be depended upon that
there are no original copies in this day with
which the world are acquainted having estab-
lished these facts now let us turn to the book
of mormon and see if it rests upon evidences
of the nature of these I1 have already present-
ed to this congregation

the book of mormon professes to be trans-
lated not from manuscripts containing
differenterent readings nor by the learning of men
who can render a translation as they please
neither does it profess to be translated from
alteredalfered mutilated manuscripts manufactured by
monks or impostors upon mount athos to im-
pose upon christian credulity ant it was
translated from the original plates themselves

the very plates on which the inspiredir writ-
ers themselves wrote and they were also trans-
lated not by the lehrleirlearningning of men but by the
power of god and the inspiration of the al-
mightyin

we are told in the beginning of the book of
mormon that there men oliver cowdery da

1 a

vidvicTWhitmerwhitmen and martin Harrisnarris saw tbthathe platpiatplates
or the original from which this book wawas a ttrans-
lated

rans
by joseph smith jun heife having ob-

tained the plates in the western part of new
york through tbthee ministration of an holyhoty abgel
as hebe testifies from where they were deposited
by an ancient prophet that inhabited america
some 1400 yearsyeara ago be testifies that he was
sent by auan angelaneel of god to brinebrinz these gold
plates to light that he obtained withw ith themthe inthethe
arim and Thum min and translated the book
but before the lord would permit the book to
go to the nationshe was determined
have more than one witness joseph smiths
testimony was not to go forth alone there-
fore inin 1829 about one year before the rise of
this church or before this book was offered to
the world three other names were called upon
by an angel from heaven

perhaps you may say they were de-
ceived 2 let ustie examine whether there was
any possibility of their being deceived they
bad learned by readingreadi Dg the manuscript from
which this book was printed that the lord
when behe should bring this book to light in the
latter days would bear testimony ofaf it in a

I1 miraculous and wonderful manner to three wit-
nesses besides thehe translator these three
meninen after having learned this fact met togeth-
er arldand went and saw mr smith and inquired
of him whether it would be their privilege to
behold these plates and know from heavenheaven
that this book was true joseph smith inquir-
ed of the lord concerning the matter and the
lord gave I1themhem a promise that if they would
rufficsufficientlyi aly humble themselves theythay should
have this privilege

they in nodo connection with mr smith who
made the fourth individual went out into the
open field near a grove of timber a little dis-
tance from the house of whitmer in fafayette
seneca co new york they bowed down
before the lord in broad daylight not illin the
tightnightnight so there could be no deception they
humbled themselves before him called upon
his holy name with all their heart and while
they were thus engaged in calling upon the
nameonname of the lord they saw in the heavens above
a glorious light and a personage descending
this personage came down and stood before
them he laid his hands upon the headbead of da-
vid whitmer as one of the three witnesses and
said blessed be the lord and they that keep
hishia commandmentcommandments and then he took the
plates and turned them over leaf after leaf
excepting a certain portion of the leaves that
were sealed up which mr smith was not per-
mitted to translate but that portion he hadbad
translated was turned over leaf after leaf and
presented before theirheir eyes and they saw the
eligengravingsravings upon the plates

this angel clothed in brightness and glory
stood before them with the plates in his hands
showing them the engravings upon them they
also heard the voice of the lord out of the
heavens commanding them to bear record of
the things they saw and heardbeard to all nations
kindred tongues and people the testimony
which they have borneborde I1 have read in your
hearing

now was there any possibility of these three
men together with mr smith who was in
their company being deceived if they were
deceived then there is the same reason to sup-
pose the apostles were deceived who profess
to have seen jesus ascend into heaven from
the mount of olives there would be the
same reason to suppose that peter james and
john were deceived when they saw moses and
elias on the mount otof traitrat if these
men were deceived then there iais no truth nor
certainty in anything that ever was beheld
for no persons could bear testimony in stronger
language than these three witness have done
in the book of mormon

joseph smith jun could not be deceived
himself for it was by an angelargel that he was
commanded to go to the place where thetherere
cords were depositec it was by angel he was
told to take them from the place of their long
deposit together with the arim and thum
mim and it was by the means of the arim
and Thum mim connected with prayer that hebe
was enabled to translate the plates littointo the
english language consequently he could not
be deceived

we have proved that the other three wit-
nesses could not be deceived consequently
fourtour men bear testimony that they not only
saw the plates but also that thythey saw an angel
of god they also heard his voice and saw the
plates in hlabia hands and the engravings uuponpon
the plates and heard the voice of god out of
heaven commanding them to bear their testi-
mony to all people upon the face of the earth
to whom the translation should be sent

1 callcan you among
do in s upon thethle earth oneotie individual that can
bear testimony that he has ever seen the orori-
ginal of any one of the books of the old and new

I1 testament no we defy the world to produce
a true copy of the original of any book of the
bible and prove it to be such they may search
their libraries from beginning to end and
examine all the archives of the nations and
they cannot find an original copy or even a
copy written centuries after the original writer
was known to exist

the1 he learned have conjectured that some of
those divfive manuscripts I1 have mentioned were
written in the sixth century but this is dis-
puted cassimir oudin says that the alexan-
drianrian manuscript instead of being written in
the sixth centurycenturylury was made in the tenth with
regardega d to the times of their beingbein written no
dependencede P can be placed

but here four men actually beheld the ori-
ginal plates saw an holy angel and heard the
voice of god are they the only witnesses
no there are eight other men whose names and
testimony I1 haveibave read before this congregation
personspersons wihwith whom I1 aulam individually ac

fc nuenuyW
quained as well aass with thee tran 8 latoror anianeaaltthe ahrthreeee witnesses I1 havev alreadalreadyy name I1
I1 have been at the house aberewhere ththiss cauu cli

was organized I1 have seen the place wherey here
the angel descended and chewed themirethemihe
plates

eight other witnesses testify that asejosephp
smith showed them the plates and that they
saw the engravings upon them and that theyy
had the appearancence otof ancient work andarid curi-
ous workmanshipborrJ p they describe these plateplates
as3333as being about the thickness of common tintibi 8

about eight inches in length and from six to
seven in breadth upon each side of thelethe leavesave
of these plates there were fine erierlengravingsgravin I1

which were stained with a blackblacic hard stain tse
as to make the letters more legible and aisieasiereasler
to be read through the backbaell of the06 plates
were three rings which held them together
aadard h which a rod might easieasl lybe passed
serving aaas a greater convenience for cbarringcarringcrying
them the construction andarid form of ththe plateslates
being similar to the gold brass and lead platenlates
of the ancient jewjewss in palestine

thus we see that twelve individuals saw the
plates before the contents were placed beforewore
the world and before they were called upon tto
believe in them laIs not this a sufficient

1

mony and evidence if the world would
believe twelve men who bahavehava seen the originals
handledled them with their hands beheld the een

crasicraviclavingscravingsgS I1upon them four of whom hadbad seenbeen
the angelargel of god antanani heardbeard hisbis voica if they
would not believe this would they believe the
evidence and testimony of ten thousand
bals jesus declares inin the mouth of two t

or three witnesses every word shall be
lisdishedhedlbedl f

when we appear before the judgjudgmentmertmeri beitseatbeati
of christ and go into his presence wevie are in
formed we shallkhall be judged by his word 41 myLI i

word shall judge you at the last day saybaysa
jesus the words that I1 speak unto yomyou
shall judge youou if then the words which
he andarid which behe inspired his aoapostlesatles
and prophets to declare to the people are to
be the laws by which mankind areto be judged
at the last day it is necessary that theyther
should have some little evidence and tetestimonystimon
concerning his words

we are presenting this evidence and testi-
mony before you and if the loid gave fourtour
witnesses and by them condemned the antedi-
luvian world viz noah and his three sons
if their preaching their testimony and works
of righteousness condemned the antediluvians
and they were overthrown by the flood why
may we not suppose that four witnesses alone
if god did not see proper to send any more
would condemn any otheroiher generation

we find that lot was the only witness mhowho
was sent to warn the liilishabitantsinhabitants of sodom
and to call upon his kinsmen to flee from the
midst of those cities in order to escape the
terrible juamjudgmentsants announced against them
ilehe testifiedfid aan angelaragel of god came to him andnd
told him that the lord was about to destroy
those cities he said that this angel lodged
with him over night and that the lord hadbad sent
him as a witnesses aldaidand his testimony con
aenied hisbis kinsmen ard the iiiliihabitantsinhabitants of
sodom and they were overthrown and perished
in their wickedness

who was sent to the inhabitants of nineveh
to warn them only one witness namely
jonah he was sent to a strange nationdation to a
people that were unacquainted with him they
could notdot tellteil by any natural appearance
whether be was a or an
he had a curious story to tell them that hete
camecaine part of the way to their country in a
ship aldand part of the way in the belly of a
whalehalebale but bow could they know that he
came in the belly of a whale or that he was
lotLOI an impostor yet the lord told them
through jonah that itif they did not repent they
would all be destroyed in forty days they
concluded to repent and the lord spared them
which made jonah angry

when the lord sent a prpreparatory message
to prepare the way for hisbis son behe sent oneones

witness instead of raising tipup four john the
baptist went forth into the wilderness cloth-
ing himself in a curious llyleblyle living on locusts
and wild honeyboney andarid began to preach repent-
ance to the inhabitants andane jerusal-
em andioand to the jews throughout the land how
were they to know he was a messenger sent to
prepare the way before the most high yet
they certainly would be condemned for not
receivingt his testimony for jesus himself
said the sescribesribes and phariseespharisphan eessees rejected the
counsel of god against themselves in rejecting
john W

ilowhow did john convince the vast
that he was sent to testify of he first advent
of the son of god we are informed by one
of the evangelists that john did no miracle
as great a prophet as he waswae yet the people
were condemned because they rejected thethae

counsel of god against their own souls by re-
jecting his testimony how much greater then
will be the condemnation of individuals wvihavibaho
reject four witnesses instead of one

if the present generation have the testimony
of four witnesses sounded in their ears if the
book of mormon containing their testimony iais
published and sent forth in the different lan-
guages of the earth and the people have the
erivprivilege of heaninghearing and reading that testimony
will iitt not produce far greater condemnation
upon them than what came upon the jewish
nation in ancient days by rejecting thebe testi-
mony of one witness only

we see thenwen that we have the advantage oil0
this generation so far as evidence contconcerningernin b
the book of mormon is concconcerconcernederrednedced there are
men now living that have seen the original of
the book of mormon that have heardbeard the
voice of god where is there a inmanmahan mihowho has
heard the voice of god testifying concerning

i the truth of kinking jamjames translation where


