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innocence could be conveyed to
their executionersexecutioners numberless il-
lustrationslustrations of a like character readily
spring up in the mind when con-
templatingtemplating this subject

we quote again
the christian is not a super-

natural person filled with super-
natural truth he is a natural per-
son and all that he knows of value
can be naturally imparted it is
within his power to give all that hp
has to the agnostic

it is no more within the power of
the christian to impart to the ag-
nostic the knowledge of spirlspiritual
truths he may possess unless the
agnostic be willing and able to re-
ceive it than it is within the power
of the agnostic to deprive the
christian of that knowledge
the agnostic has the power
to prevent the christiansChristianas knowl-
edge from taking root in his mind
despite the christiansChristianas efforts to
plant it there to this extent most
men are able by an exercise of thetae
will to measurably protect their
minds against receiving knowledge
which they do not desire

the last sentence of the last quo-
tation expresses an idea which is
flagrantly incorrect were it in-
deed within the christians power
to give all that he has to the agnos-
tic how long would there be any
agnostics how long before the
stubborn negative which possessesposs
their minds would be replaced by
the affirmative hope the confiding
faith and the personal knowledge
of spiritual things which the chris-
tian possesses and is so eager to im-
part to all men

ingersollIngereoll might answer that this
hope faith and knowledge are noth-
ing that it is impossible for one per-
son to give a nothing to another
and that this is the reason why the
christian cannot give that which
he claimsclaim to have to the agnostic
this idea is plainly conveyed in the
article under consideration though
it is not specificallyspecificaUy stated it fol-
lows then that the impulses which
move the christian world are noth-
ings and that the agnostics are
contending against nothings yet
these nothings are the most potent
factors of human life and history

the following sentsentencesenow are also
incorrect

there is also this fact that must
not be overlooked that Isie that just
in the proportion that the brain is
developed it requires more evidence
and becomes less and less credulous
ignorance and credulity go handband in
hand

the more the brain of a given
man is developed the more that

man will be prepared to believe
the development of his brain gives
him increased power to compre-
hend truth and the more truth he
comprehends the moreindre he will give
credence to accept assimilate and
utilize he is compelled to believe
that truth which he comprehends
hence to say that he believes less
and less as his brain develops is to
say that hebe comprehends less and
less as that process progresses

again a man having by a devel-
opment of the intellect acquired
one truth is better prepared than
before to believe in the existence of
a second truth and that it may be
reached and the oftener this ex-
perienceperi ence is repeated the more credu-
lous does he become respecting the
existence and accessibility of new
realms of truth I1 intellectual devel-
opment increases the power and pro-
pensity to believe and Inger
declaration to the contrary is a flat
contradiction of the every day ex-
perienceperience and observation of men as
well as natural law

ignorance and credulitycre dulty do not
go hand in hand but ignorance

suspicion and doubt are inseparable
the less a person knows the harder
it is to teach him or make him be-
lieve a truth which is new to him
but the moiemore a person knows the
easier it is to induce him to accept
new truths

it will of course be understood
that the knowledge which leads a
person to readily accept new truths
to have that effect must belong to
the same department of intelligence
as the new truths thus a person
ignorant of other sciences but
learned in astronomy would accept
a new truth pertaining to that
science and would appreciate its
value forfar more readily than would
a person learned in the branches but
ignorant of astronomy some per-
sons are more learned that is have
acquired more knowledge and in-
telligencetelligence respecting that depart-
ment of science which embraces re-
ligion than others and are for that
reason better prepared to accept and
appreciate the truths of that science
than are persons who have not ac-
quired a knowledge of it

only a portion of the errors com-
mitted by ingersoll in the article
under consideration are here con-
sideredsi it is a more reckless pro-
duction in regard to its erroneous
statements sophistical reasoning
and unwarranted assumptions than
even he ordinarily puts forth he
has a brilliant dazzling literary
style which passes for sound
reasoning with some people but

when his premises and conclusions
are examined in the lightonlight of pure
intelligence it will be seen that
they are honeycombed with error
and false philosophy

MORMON missionaries
thuTHE new york jyerald makes

some sensible comments and some
not quite up to that mark on the
agitation of certain feeble minds over
reported conversconversionslons to mormon-
ism in alabama georgia and ten-
nessee

these reports are gross exaggera-
tions such communications aare
likely to be while prominent papers
are eager to receive sensational ru-
mors and publish them as news
but whether they be within the
bounds of truth or not Co mormon
missionaries have a perfect right to
proselyte in any state of the union
so long as they do not violate the
law or advise or assist in itsite infrac-
tion the elders who labor in the
south do neither it is so admitted
even by persons who favor violencevio leace
against them the herald says in
regard to the alleged successful la-
bors

la-
bora

1

of the mormon missionaries
well can you do anything 9 e

dept shrug your shoulders taou
mmayay indorse the remark of puckspuck

what fools these mortals be p but
that is about all if a free born
american citizen thinks it neces-
sary to his salvation to stand on
head three times a dayr there is DO

dagolaw to prevent hihiss doingng so the
great constitutionconstitution of thet e unitedunite
states protects him and affif he is dode-
nied his rights it would boabe perfectlyperfectJY

proper to call out our little bit of an
army and summon our few roniron
dads to see that he stands on hisbia
head without interference there
is no spot on the globe where one
has such perfect freedom either to
be a wise man or an idiot

referringto the polygamy ques-

tion the herald says
even then however the lalaw

doesdoea not step in until the theory hasn
been reduced to practice if a man

1

merely talks about the propriety of0
having eight or ten wives and wIs

ambitious to buy spring bonnewbonnets
for a numerous family we generallyenen rallY

leave him undisturbed in thee poow

sion of his nonsenseuonsense 11

the new york meraldherald ought to

know by this time that the mor-

mon elders who are preaching the
gospel in the united states or eteeelse

where do not preach or advocate

polygamy nor even refer to it
desired to explain it they are notnoi

sent for that purpose their mimis

sion does not relate to it but under

the constitution and laws of thio

country they have the right to do

so and no one has the right to pro

vent them by violence A n


