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I have learned by experience that it is
necessaty {or the congregation lo be
very quiet it order to hear what is said
from this stand. I sat in the congrega-:
tion yesterday atthe singing contest, and
it was with great difficulty that I could
hear the speakers. Brother George Q.
Cannon made a short address, and
though he has an excellent voice to
tnake people hear. it was with difficulty
that I heard all he said. Perhaps, how-
ever, ] am accounted a little hard of
hearing. )

I have been much edified and instruct-
ed in the remarks that have been made
during the conlerence thus far. 1 looked
upon the remarks of President Snow
this morning as being very choice They
were but few, but they were to the
point, and to me had agreat deal ot
meaning in them. He alluded in his
closing words to the subject of working
for \he dead. To me thisis a very im-
portant subject for Latter-day Saints to
consider. Our Elders go abroad to the
different nations of the earth and preach
the Gospel, and gather up a tew people,
“one ot a city and two of a fam'ly,” and
Liring them to Zioh. It is on this prin-
ciple that this congregation 1s here.
There are people here trom the various
Dations of the eatth. Some of these
have availed themselves of the oppor-
tunities afforded in laboring in the in-
terest of their dead kindred But 1 have
thought sometimes that this subject was
not sc seriously considered by the
Latter-day Saints as it ought 10 be. Our
President, Brother Willord Woodrufl,
has labored a great many years in the
temples; has done more work, perhaps,
than anybody else in the Church for his
Lindred and others who bave passed
away. To me it isacerlainty that be-
yond the veilisa reality as much as here,
and 1t is a certainty that our kindred on
the other side are watching anxiously
©over our movemens In this direction
We have in opuration four templesin
the church. Sume of them have been
in operation quite a nuniber ol years,
and ail have had work done in them for
some tmv. But we have not done a
great deal of work yel compared to the
amount that we haveto uo. For your
information 1 might read the staiistics of
the wuik that has been dope in the
temples up to the last of last year, and

you will find that it has not been so
extensive as ii should have been. The
Salt Lake Temple has probably been
well filled since it was opened; but other
tenples 1o the Church have been very
slimly atended, and I believe it has
been a consideration on the part of the
Presidency of the Church whether it
would he wise to keep all the temples
open during all the year. I donotknow
that they have considered it very serious-
ly, but | have heard remarks ot that
kind. The baptisms that have been
pertormed up to December 318t of last
vear (1894) only amount 10 773,737—a
Iittle over three quarters of a nithion.
This comprises the work in all the
temples from the beginning, not includ
ing, however, the Endowment House.
Ot course, there was quite an amount
ol work dote in the Endowment House;
bnt we have found that a great deal of
that work has been duplicated, from the |
fact that people did not keep a record of
the work themselves, and the records
of the Endowment House in times past
were not available to everybody.

The Prophet Joseph, to whom the
Lord revealed this work in the first In-
stance, had great concern about it. He
impressed the importance o! it on the
minds of the Saints in the latter part ot
nis ministry among the people. I be-
lieve it would not be out of place to read
an extract or two trom the sayings of
the Prophet Joseph in relation to this
subject. He felt that the Sants shou d
have interest 1 it and go to with all
their nught and labor in the interest of
their kindred dead, and he talked to
them trequenily about it. In speaking
in regard to the Saints becoming saviors
upon Mount Ziom, the Prophetl Joseph
said thus to his brethren:

Bul how are they to become saviors on
Mount Zion? By building their temples, erect-
ing their baptiswal fonts, and going forth and
receiving all the ordinances, baptisms, confir
mations, washings, anointings, ordinaliots, and
sealing powers upon their heads, in behalf of
all their progenitors who are dead, and 1edeem
them that they may come forth in the first
resurtection and be cxalted to thrones of glory
with them; and heretn |5 the chain that binds
the hearts of the fathers 1o the children, and
the children to the fathers, which fulfills the
mission ol Elijah.

He further says:

The saints have not too much time to save
and redeem their dead, and gather together
their living relatves, that they may be saved
also, before the earth will be smitien, and the
consumption deereed falis upon the world:

And again:

The greatest responsibility in this world that
God has laid upon  us 1sto seek after our dead.

The Apostles say that they without

us cannotl be made perfect. It is neces
sary that the sealing power should be 1o

our hands, to seal our children and our
dead.

These sayings are just as true asthe
sayings of President Woodruft on this
subject. The Lord recognizes in His
servants the night and the authonty to
advise and counsel the Salnis in these
matters. We quote from Pcter, and we
quote from James and John, and other
prophets, and we have the same right to
quote from the Prophet Joseph, or from
the Prophet Brigkam, or from the Pro-
phet Wiiford. In fact, to me the living
oracles of the Church are more impor-
taut, if we should make any diflerence
at all, tnan the written word. It isa
good thing to have the Bible, the Book
of Mormon and the Book of Doectrine
Covenants; but it is a little better in my
mind to have the Jiving oracles of God
in our midst. The Lord deals with His
people according o circumstances and
conditions. He reveals to tnem from
1ime to time His mind and will. We
never have had the promise of having
everything at ooce. But we have the
promise of having line upon line, pre-
cept upon precept,here a httle and there
a little. Hence the importacce ot the
living oracles of the Church, who are in
harmony and fellowship with the
heavens. These servants of God have
had the spirit of Joseph iu continuing
the work that was cummenced by the
Prophet in the erection of temiples, and
millions of dollars have been spent by
the Latter-day Saints in tbe building of
temples, and I suppose some few non-
Mormons have contributed also for this
purpose.  There is an object in all this,
and the Latter-day Saints should con-
sider the purposes for which the temples
ol the Lord are erected. We cannoot
get along without them now, we have
had too much experience. Il we had
nct bunt thuse temples, the Lord might
have rejected us. The Saints n all parts
ot the land should consider seriously
these matters.  You want your chudren
sealed to you; you wanl your wives
sealed to you, and wives want their hus-
bands; you want your fuiks that have
gone beyond the veil officiated for. We
have only just commenced tlms work,
We have not bapuized a million yel out
of the hunureds of mullions that baye
lived and died. It is a subject that we
ought to be awakened to. Youand ]
wili die atter a little wiule; we do not
know how long. 1 domot know that |
will ever huave the privilege of standing
nere agaim. 1 may, and | may not. It
is e ~ame m Mour case. You know
not, unless God has revealed it to you,
that these tim:s and oppotiuniies wil
be lengthened out to you to otheiate tor
your windred; and YOu aregoing to meet
them some day, which may uot be far
distant, on the ofher side, and perhaps
tney will ask you what you have done



