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I1AI1 I1 hivehave learned by experience that it is

fa necessarytecessary lorfor the congregation to be
y very quiet in order to hear what is said

f worn this stand I1 sat in the congrega-
tionon yesterday at the singing contestantcont estandI1 was with great didifficultyculty that I1 could

r the speakers brother george Q
short address andawannon made a

gh he has an excellent voice to
aake peopleeople hear it was with difficulty

A hatt I1 beardheard all he said perhaps how
V er I1 am accounted a little hardbard oiof

bearingearing
1 1I have been much edified and instruct

I1 edd in the remarks that have been made
duringring the conference thus far I1 looked

tfA n the remarks of president snow

thisis orningmorning as being very choice they
were but tewjew but they were to the

pint and to me had a great deal otof
fe

aeeallaninging in them he alluded in his
closinging words to the subject of working
lor the dead to me this is a very im-
portant subject for latter day saints to
insiderisider our elders go abroad to the

1

1111 crent nations of the earth and preach
1

aibe gospel and gather up a lewfew people
i xantlie otof a city and two of a famfamilyi ay and
fitabsingowIB Singg them to zion it is on Ghis prin

adertad crt0 that this congregation is hereVere are people here from the various
9 of the eaith some of these

Aadfnavee aavailed themselves of the
ities aaffordedffcorded in laboring in thetheinin

librettest of their dead kindred but I1 have
kircou sometimes that this subject was

w sose seriously considered by the

Uulsteriter day saints as it ought to be our
alkpresidentaident brother wilford woodruff
tmakasass labored a great many years in the

pies has done more work perhaps

f arabityaan anybody else in the church for his
kindred and others who have pastedpassed

3 away to me it is a certainty that be
yondid the veil is a redlitz as much as here
sodand it is a certainty that our kindred on
thehe other side are watching anxiously
over our movements in this direction
we have in operation four temples in
itee church sime of them have been
in operation quite a number otof years

kopdaad all have had work done in them for
vemeeme time but we have not done a

great deal of work yet compared to the
khount that we have to u 0 for your

I1 might read the statistatisticsbicstics ofin1 the work that has been done in the
r up to the last of last year and

you will find that itft has not been so
extensive as it should have been the
salt lake temple has probably been
well filled since it was opened but other
lempgescen ples in the church have been very
slimly attended and I1 believe it has
been a consideration on the part of the
presidency of the church whether it
would be wise to keep aaltheall the temples
open during all the year I1 do not know
that they have considered itvery serious-
ly but I1 have heard remarks of that
kind the baptisms that have been
performed up to december ais of last
yearvear 1894 only amount to a
little over three quarters of a million
this comprises the work in all the
temples from the beginning not include
ing however the endowment house
ot course there was quite an amount
otof work done inin the endowment house
but we have found that a great deatdeal of
that work has been duplicated from the
fact that people did not keep a record of
the work themselves and the records
of the endowment house in timtimese s past
were not available to everybody

the prophet joseph to whom the
lord revealed this work in the firstfirst in-
stance had great concern about it he
impressed the importance oi01 it on thethe
minds of the saints in the latter part ot01
his ministry among the people I1 be
lieve it would not be out of place to read
an extract or twoto from the sayings of
thetb prophet joseph in relation to this
subject he felt that the saints shou d
have interest in it and go to with all
their might and labor in the interest of
their kindred dead and he talked to
them frequently about it in speaking
in regard to the saints becoming saviors
upon mount zion the prophet joseph
said thus to his brethren

but how are they to become saviors on
mount zion by building their temples erect-
ing their baptismalbaptisesn al fonts and going forth andand
receiving kuall the ordinances baptisms conconfir-
mations

fi r
mations washings anoint ings ordinations and
sealing powers upon their beads in behalf of
all their progenitors who are dead and redeem
them that they may come forth in the first

and be exalted to thrones of glory
with them and herein is the chain that binds
the hearts of the fathers to the children and
the children to the fathers which fulfills the

mission otol elijah

he further says

the saints have notnoi too much time to save
and redeem their dead and gather together
their living relatives that they may be saved
also before the earth will be smitten and the
consumption decreed falls upon the worlds

and ag am
the greatestt Teresponsibility in this world that

god has laid upon us is to seek after our dead

the apostles sayasty that they without
us cannot be widemade perfect it is feces
sirysary that the sealingbealing power should be in

our hands to seal our children and our
dead

these sayings are just as true as the
sayings of president woodruff on this
subasubjectact the lord recognizes in his
servants the right and the authority to
advise and counsel the saints in these
matters we quote from peter and we
quote from james and john and other
prophets and we have the same right to
quote from the prophet jostjosephph or from
the prophet brigham or from the pro
phet wilford in fact to me the living
oracles of the church are more impor-
tant if we should make any difference
at all than the written word it is a
good thing to have the bible the book
of mormon and the book of doctrine
covenants but it is a little better in my
mind to have the living oracles of god
in our midst the lord deals with his
people according to circumstances and
conditions he reveals to them from
time to time his mind and will we
never have had the promise of having
eeverythingve at once but we have the
promise of having line upon line pre-
cept upon precept here a little and there
a little hence iathehe importance ol01 the
living oracles of the church who are in
harmony and fellowship with the
heavens these servants of god have
had the spirit of joseph in continuing
the work that was commenced by the
prophet in the erection of temples and
millions of dollars have been spent by
the latter day saints in the building of
temples and I1 suppose some few non
mormonscormons have contributed also for this
purpose there is an object in all this
and the latter day saints should con
sider the purposes torfor which the temples
otof the lord are erected we cannot
get along without them now we have
had too much experience itif we had
netact built those temples the lord might
have rejected us the saints in all parts
otof the land should consider seriouslyberiously
these matters you want your children
sealed to you you want your wives
sealed to you and wives want their hus-
bands

hus-
band you want your folks that havhave
gone beyond the veil officiated for we
have only just commenced this work
we have not baptized a million yet out
of the hunahundred of millions that havebave
lived and died it is a subject that we
ought to be awakened to you and I1
will die after a little while we du bupt
know how long I1 do not know that I1
will ever have the privilege of blandingandingbttanding
here again I1 mayinay and I1 may nutnot lr
is the sameames in your case you know
not Uunless god has revealed it to yuuyou
that these unitlime sand tuniunitiesties will
be lengthened putout to you to officiate torfor
your kindred and you are going to meet
them some day which maymav nut be forfar
distant on the other side and perhaps
they will ask you what you have donedam


