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and this is the book book of mormon
which is the translation from theethese plates
a book which contains some fivefire or six
bundredhundred closely written pages after mrlir
smith hadbad almost completed the transla-
tion he found that there was a prediction
containedcontained in the book thattb lt the lord would
show to three witness esby hishia power from
heaven the truth ol01 the divinity of this
work the query immediately arose who
these three should be martin harris oli-
ver bowdery and david Whitwhitmernier were
very anxious that they might be the favor-
ed individuals they were told to humble
themselves before the lord and pray unto
him and that if they would do this the
same should be shown to them they did
so mr smith went with them this was in
fayette seneca co newKew york in the year
18291629 while they were praying the angel
descended from the heavens in the pres-
ence of these four men and took the plates
and exhibited the pages and engravings
of that portion that was unsealed for the
whole of them were not permitted to be
translated and thus the engravings were
shown to three other witnesses the angel
at the same time placed hishahis hands upon the
head of david whitmer and said I1 blessed
betholbatholba theLordjord and they that keep his com-
mandmentsmandments 11 at the time that the
angel was showing the records they heard
a voice butof the heavens saying that the
records had been translated correctly by
the gift and power of god and they were
commanded to bear witness of the same to
all people to whom the work should be
sent they have therefore given their
solemn testimony in this book in connee

joseph smith concerning the ap-
pearing of the angel and the exhibition of
the plates their testimony has gone forth
wherever this book hasteenhas been published
mr smith was also permitted to show the
plates to eight other witnesses whose
names are also given in testimony of these
things that they saw the plates and handled
them

thus you have the testimony of twelve
1 eleven witnesses besides the one who
found the plates three of whom saw the an-
gel of god andallandau this before there waswaa any
latteriatter day churchinin existence Therthereewaswas
a circumstance however that took place
before the organization of this church on
the day ofmay 2 two men joseph
smith and oliver cowdery being exercised
before the lord in regard to the ordinance
of baptism how and in what way they
should receive this ordinance acceptably
before him they did not know thythey un-
derstoodserderderstood the mode of baptism for lain the
translation of this record they found that
the ancient inhabitants of israel baptized
by immersion and that the words used in
connection with it were also given the
question arose who could baptize them
the lord had already told them that there
was no true church on the earth and that
there was no authorized minister to admin-
ister baptism and of course this was a
question that would arise in the mind of
any individuals under similar circumstan-
ces they would naturally want to know
how they could be baptizedzad so as to havehavo
their baptism recognized in the heavens
Ttheye understood that they might just as
wellweliV 61 jjumpump into the water themselves as to
be baptized by a man having no authority
on him they did not understand how it
could be done and they therefore were
troubled in their minds with regard to it
and went and humbled themselves before
the lord who on the day of may
1829 sent an angel to them this angel in-
formed them that he was john the baptist
who was beheaded and who baptized their
savior and that he held the priesthood of
his fathers the priesthood of levi he
laid his hands upon their heads and or-
dained them unto the priesthood that
he himself had which priesthood had auan
dhority to baptize for the remission of sins
but hadad no authority to lay handshandS uupon
the people for the gift of the holy ghost
john who baptized our savior himself de-
clared

I1 can baptize you with water and that
is the extent of my authority but there
cometh one after me who is mightier thanyT he hasbas greater authority he can bap
wizesize yonyou with fire andwith the holy ghost
but I1 have the right to baptize you with
water this was in substance what john
said to the jews in his day he conferred
this same priesthood upon these two men
and commanded them to baptize one an-
other giving them a promise that that
priesthood should never be taken from the
earth but should remain forever conse

quen tj the priesthood conferred by the
anangelg 1 iss never again to be banished from
the earth as it has been throughout the
dark agesiges

they went and baptized each other for
the lord did not permit them to organize
the church until the falness of time had
arrived he appointed the day by new
revelation the very day on which they
should commence the organization of the
church camley the oth of april iboiso
also gave a commandment on the day
of its organization how the church should
be organized with what offices or those
necessary to constitute a true church ofgod here on the earth previous however
to this organization of the church they
received higher authority than that whichjohn the baptist gave them

eorfor when they found they only had au-
thority to baptize by water butnut could not
minister the holy ghost by the laying on
of hands the question arose immediate-
ly hohow shall we obtain that authority
they again prayed they again called
upon the name of the lord and thetho lord
sent messengers from heaven with a high-
er priesthood than that which john the
baptist held whose names were peter
james and john three ancient apostlesapostle
and they conferred upon them the
priest boodhood and apostleship that they
themselves had which gave them au-
thority not only to baptize but to admin-
ister in the ordinance of the holy ghost by
the laying on of hands in the name 0of
jesus precisely the same as the apostles did
when on the earth

thus they received not only the lesser
priesthood but also the apostleship and
having authority granted unto them from
heaven they were fully qualified to organ-
ize
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the church but still they could not do
itt by their own wisdom there was noth-
ing to be done in this church by the wisdom
of man the lord as I1 heretofore stated
hadbad already told them what the necessary
offices were and what the duties of these
several offices should be jnin the church

the church was organized and we might
give you a relation of its history from that
day down to the present but I1 see that the
time allotted for our forenoon meeting
has already past

I1 wish before I1 close to cite one or two
testimonies from the prophecies in relation
to this great work of the latter days
if youvou will turn to the chapter of
isaiah and read the prediction contained
therein you will find that nearly the whole
chapter pertains to the events of the latter
days one odthe predictions is the dedestruc-
tion of the nations of the wicked which
has never been fulfilled it reads thus
that all nations that fight against mountblount
zion shallshail become as a dream of a night
vision etc etc

the lord intends in the last days to
buildup a people called zion or in other
words his church it matters not how
numerous the people of the nations may
be this is their destiny they will become
as the dream of a night vision or as the
prophet daniel expresses it all king-
doms and governmentsgoverments organized byibyjhuman
authority shall become like the chatt of the
summer threshing floor the winds of
heaven shall blow them away and no
place shall be left forfur them and that the
stone out of the mountain should become
a great mountain and fill the whole earth
and the kingdom and the greatness of
the kingdom should be given into the
hands of the saints of the mostblost high this
is what daniel has predicted isaiah has
predicted the same but before this des-
tructiontruction of the wicked certain events are
to happen among which he speaks of a
book he says and the vision of all is
become unto you as the words of a book
that is sealed which men deliver to one
that is learned saying read this I1 pray
thee and he saith I1 cannot for it is
sealed and the book is delivered to IIIilihimm
that Is not learned saying readbead this I1pray thee and he balthbaith I1 am not learned
wherefore the lord said for as much as
this people draw near me with their
mouthsmonths and with their lips do honor me
and their feartear toward me is taught by
precepts of men therefore behold I1 will
priced to do a marvellousmarcellousmarvellous work among this
people even a marvellousmarcellousmarvellous work and a
wonder for the wisdom of their wise men
shshallallali perish and the understanding of their
prudent men shall be hidbid in that day
shall the deaf hear the words of the book
and the eyesa the blind shall see out of
obscurity awareness 11

these words of the prophet isaiah were
fulfilled so far as the coming forth of this
book was concerned it waswaa not the book
itself that was to be sent to the learned if
that had been the case the prophesy would
not have been fulfilled but it was the
words of the book and not the book
itself and the book was given to him
that is not learned saying read this I1 pray
thee he says I1 am not learned 12 then
comes in the declaration of the lordlondlondrelordierecause of the wickedness of the people etc
that he would proceed to do a marvelous
work and a wonder 11 and in that event
he would cause the wisdom of the wise
men to perish etc all of which has been
fulfalfulfilledfilled and inin that day shall the
deaf hear the words of the book and the
eyes ofthe blind shall see out of obscurity
and out of darkness now I1 would ask
are there not many in this congregation
of latter day saints who can testify that
they have seen this literally fulfilled
have youyon not seen those who have been
literally deaf in the enjoyment of their
hearing and this by the power of god in

this dispensation yes there are scores off
witnesses that can testify that this has been
literally have youyon not seen
those who have been afflicted with blind-
ness restored immediately to their sightyes and all this in fulfillment of this pro-
phesy the meek shall increase their joyj oy
in the lord and the poor among men shall
rejoice in the holy one of israel whoahoi I1
would ask again is the benefitted by
this prophecy in ancient days while the
learned and the chief priests rejected
the gospel of the son of god was it not
the poor among men that were bene fitted
by the gospel preached to them yes and
so it has been in these days

how many scores of thousands have been
taken from the oppressionsoppressions ofthe old world
and brought some six or seven thousand
miles here into the interior of this glorious
land of america a land of promise
although we have come into a very poor
portion of it yet youyon have been benefitted
youyon now own houses and lands cattle
horses and property that youyon never would
have possessed had you not participated
in the literal fulfillment of this prophecy
the poor amonamong men are literally as wellweil
as spiritually bylbliblessedessed then comes in an
other prediction concerning the destruc-
tion of the nations of the wicked for
the terrible one is brought to nought and
the scorner is consumed and all that watch
for iniquity are cutoff and all nations that
fight against mountblount zion will perish and
vanish away ll11 when this manmarmarvelousveloas
work and a wonder is commenced and its
truths preached and fully declared to the
nations and they reject them the desola-
tion and destruction that were brought
upon the ancient jews forlor the rejection of
the gospelwill according to thisthia prophecy
be visited uuponon the wicked of this gener-
ation How about israel according to the
words of our text truth shallapring out
of the earth and righteousness shall look
down from heaven yea the lord shall
give that which is good and our land shall
yield her increase righteousness shall go
before him and shall set us in the way of
his steps thus you see in that day
when the wicked will be so sorely afflicted
the god of heaven will signally favor israel
these things wiwill1 l transpire when we get
through with ane gentiles because tiiethe
direct commandment of the lord is first
to the gentiles and then to the house of
israel and when the times of the gentiles
are fulfilled then the lord will restore
the blessings he promised to israel he will
then fulfill literally that which was uttered
by the psalmist david turn us again 0god of our salvation how long wiltwill thou
be angry with us how long shall we have
to suffer in consequence of our wickedness
and the wickedness of our fathers un-
til truth shall spring out of theeartathe earth until
then your captivity must remain untilunta
then your sufferings and great afflictions
must continue but when the lord brings
truth out of the earth and sends righteous-
ness down from heaven he will again re-
member israel then the gentile nations
will be punished and israel be saved
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timTHE spring thus far though unfavor-
able ansomein some respects for gardens has
been an excellent one for wheat and
other cereals and grasses we have
had cool weather and occasional rains
and falls of snow which have kept the
ground moist and obviated the neces-
sity of irrigation to bring the grain up
according to present appearances in
salt lake and the adjoining counties
heavy crops of grain vegetables and
fruit may be expected no grasshop-
pers have made their appearance as yet
and unless they migrate from some
other section after they commence to
fly the fields and gardens will not be
troubled by them this season farms
situated on the benches or in places
where the soil bakes on the surface re-
quire spring rains to make a good crop
and owners of such farms are rejoicing
in the fall of snow and rain that weto
have had this spring in some por-
tions or cache and sanpete councountiesM
grasshoppers have hatchedbatched out as nu-
merously aaas at any previous season
discouraged at the prospect of raising
crops there some farmers have engaged
land to cultivate in other settlements
which are free from this dreadful pest
so we have heard and have determined
to summer fallow their own fields the
grasshopper visitation has had the effect
to largely increase the cultivation of
peas in this county it was noticed
that peas suffered less from the ravages
of this destructive insect than any
other field crop it habhaa been the only
dependence for many farmers for one or
two years back furnishing an excellent
article of foodfond for their stock and
being easily exchanged for wheat etc
for their own households use peas
are being extensively sown again this
spring and they promise to become
oneabne ot our standard crops all who have
used them as feed are satisfied that for
this purpose they are hard to beat
in connection with grasshoppers it is

well to remark that probably there is no
people in the world who could have
had such a pest destroying their crops

i tf wand the fruits of their lalaborbor forr so many
years in succession with fewer disas-
trous results what farming district
in the uniteduntied states could have lost
four successive years crops and the
farmers not be ruined yet there are
several settlements in this territory
wwhichaich have thus suffered and we do
not suppose that there is a mortgaged
farm in any of them and all the set-
tlementstlements have suffered if not the total
loslosa of crops for that period at least a
considerable portion of them of course
where crops have thus been destroyed
year after year in an agricultural com-
munity I1 the effect upon the circum-
stancesstances of the people must be very seri-
ous but the point we think wonderful
is that they have been able to live at
all behave heard of no suffering for
actual necessaries though many doubt-
less have felt themselves straitened
in other directions this exemption
from want has been chiefly due to the
counsel which has been strenuously
and constantly urged upon the people
of these mountains to store up their
grain while many have neglected to
give heed to this counsel others have
carefully husbandedhusbanded their grain and
these supplies hahavee been of vast benefit
to the community at large
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THE domestication of english spar-
rows in the eastbast has been a cause of
frequent for the thorough
manner in which they have waged war
upon troublesome insects accounts
reach us however which lead us to con-
clude that their presence is not altoalton i
gether beneficial they are suspected
of destroying the fruit blossoms in or-
chards large quantities of blossom
buds are found with the chitscaits or hearts
picked out leaving nothing but the
outside covering it is the first time
that injury to fruit bearing trees has
been noticed so early inthein the season and
the sparrows are suspected of doing the
mischief

THEtyre rural home speaking of beans as
a crop bayssays ra

in some localities in western newnow
york the cultivation of beans as a field
crop has become a leading interest with
the farmer many of our most enter-
prisingP and successful cultivators are
91givingving the same special attention to
this as a market crop that was formerly
given to the cultivation of wheat and
and on soils well adapted to the crop
perhaps with equally good resultsevery crop or plant that grows has
its natural soil in which it thrives best
and in which it can be most profitably
cultivated and no one is more peculiar
in this respect than the bean crop

INix california gardeners and farmers in
raising cabbage are troubled with the
cabbage worm A correspondent of
the pacific ruralrufer press has communi-
cated a remedy thinks is sure
destruction to them wherever it can be
made attainable it was tried last year
by a gardener near Down leville with
perfect success although his neighbors
all around had their plants all destroy-
ed he simply turned a stream of cold
water upon the plants through an open
hose under large pressure so that the
mere force of the water drove them
from the leaves and so beat them into
the loose soil that they were drowned
or otherwise killed by thousands two
or three applications of the kind are
sufficient to get entirely rid of them
none however but certain kinds of
cabbage plants will stand euchench rough
usage he cultivated a variety which
is remarkably hard in this particular
and which is supported on a very strong
stem

irrigation is receiving considerable
attention in california at present we
learn from the pacific rural dresspress that
the

talaverascalaverasCalaveras and san joaquin water
company lately incorporated propose
building a canal 8 feet deep 40 feet
wide at the top and 30 feet wide at the
bottom from the mokelumne riverbiver
near Camanche to bear creek sanban
joaquinjoa UI county thence to the calace
ras wirerwiverbiverriver and thence to stockton it
is claimed that the canal will irrigate at
least acres of land also that
the merced irrigation canal is beingbein
constructed work having being cocom-
menced in february this is to be 50
feet wide with a fall of one foot to the
mile and to extend from the mouth of
the mercedmerced riverbiver to bear creek near
the lone willow where the latter
stream will be dammed to farns creek
from a point high upon this creek a
canal will be cut along the hillside to a
point about five miles above snellingsnellBnelling to
the merced the sanban gorgonio canal
company of sanban bernardino county


