THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

a5

|COMMURICATED. |
FALRIFICATION CONCLUDED.

As If to emphasize observations made
a few days ago In regard to the general
if not chronic tendency toward exag-
geration and misrepresentation, an
editorial reluctantly points out a late
case which under the c¢ircumstances
might be called Infamous, and iIn the
news columns of same date there are
statements and denials almost in the
same paragraph, all given with as
much nonchalance as If they were the
verjest truth.

To call attentjon to modern or dajly
lapses muay not correct such cases from
the far awnay, but the fact Is not to be
overiooked that a profersedty Chrin-
tian nation and people are under moral
and speclal oblligation to listen to the
necepted Teacher, who with unstinted
language dencunced prevarication
and deception., and expresaty com-
manded moderation and slmplicity in
anguage, urging upon His followers
0 let thelr "yen be yen, and nay, nay,”
with the supreme warning that "what-
soever (8 more than this cometh of
evil;"" among secriptural denunciations
none are more suggestive than are
those in regard to lilars and lying, and
even in the beginning of the Iaraeiitish
polity, among the Sinaitlc commands
wns this one: "Thou shalt not bear
falge witness against thy neighbor.”

The intricacies and seifiShness of
modern llfe have s0 eaten Into the
heart of honor that good men uncon-
sclously lend themselves to "tricks of
trade,” to "‘'the manipulation of mar-
kets and stocks.” to speculnte on ru-
mors, on probabillties or possibilities.
antieipating for personal ends changer
of 80 varied & nature asa “nlmost to de-
celve the very eject.” Of course, excuse
is always ready when action is profit-
able, and there are times when the
truth or the fact In the case Is quite
long in leaking out or correction |is
made. But the end sought has been
suhgerved, the profit made, and the
comiplaisant man of affalrs, of business,
then ©boasts of his shrewdness, his
smartness, his ability to foresee or to
circumvent some other man or men.
A folse rumor |8 fust am efficacious for
the moment in the market as an aa-
sured fact. It unsettles, disturbs,
leads to deprecintion to values, and not
infrequently to demorslization and
panfc. Any flimsy excuse almost
affects the market of even Lhe great
staplee of life. Telegraphic report
are doctored, conditions are exagger-

ated, fallures are predicted at home|8Nd 80 many translents
and ahroad, and instability based on | 2

fiction I8 the Key to profit by the eool
calculations of desiging men. Rumaora
of international contentlon or war are
given out for purposes of gain. Promi-
nent men are ostensibly interviewed
and misrepresented. Oftentimes these
are corrected or denled altogether. But

it a sensation i{s needed it is made to!

order. If a thing iIs desired, it 1s an-
nounced as having occurred; the ut-
terances of public men are antlcipated,
perverted, distorted and then denjed.
Publiec and press comment are made to
subserve party interests and political
schemerB. There Is scarcely an elec-
tion contest, national, state or local,
but misrepresentation runs riot In the
party of opposition: and if the onlooker
or listener were unfamillar with the
"white heat of controversay,” it could
easlly he concluded that every aspirant
for office had been spectally called
from the unprinecinted elngs, and that
just deserts would slmply secure per-
manent lodgineg for all such pre-
tendera hehind nriron walla. Then there
Is the still further reflection that the
parties prementing or electing such ¢an-
didates must be of similar caliber
themselves, or electlon would be im-
possaible,
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Russia and Turkey, England
Africa, Spain and Cuba, Ameriea
the Sandwlch isinnds are in point and
no general reader can tell what the
truth is in regard to any of these con-
trovereles, unless he can have ac-
cess to disinterested authority,
which perchanee f§3 nowhere to be

found. Possalbly when excitement dles
out a immering of the facts will
overthrow" all opinions based upon the

dnily pregentation by correspondents
and through the press; or if the fair
honorable recltal i8 left to after years,
there ias that ultimate disdrepancy
which is now a matter of dispute be-
tween the northern and the southern
states as to the valldity of history In
the text books of the publle schools.
On a smali scale the late election of
a uchool board In this elty furnishes an
fltustration. The opposition that wuas
declared to exlst against the high
achool was the veriest myth. The fen-
ture of dlscontent has never been
voiced by the press as yet. or by Indi-
viduals, BSome. of our "dailies’’ have
been Bo vociferous and persistent as to
the effect that any query might have
In regard to the increase of popula-
tion in this ecity, that taxpayeras have
asked—are asking—Is 1t true that
people are eneouraged or deterred in
locating here purely by the existence
or the ahsence of g high school in
this city? If that is the great in-
ducement it lpokse like & reflection on
the character of public schools elge-
where, and the fact that Utah is so
far in advance should be considered
from n standpoint outside that of sim-

ple sentiment. even as to enlarged
education. Many ordinary taxpayers
aleo nsk the questlon, whether the

parents of all the high sehool pupils
are bona flde taxpayers. If not, then
they ought to pay for that tuitfon,
five dollars per year say some, and pay
for their books berldes, as all should
do;. then, without being captious, thia
clasa of critles note (as a corresponi-
ent did) the evidences of abllity to pay
for hlgher education, as evinced (a
triffing thing} by the number o
bleycles wathered there every day, and
by the ostentatlous halls or gatherings
of these pupile from time to time.
This s glven as the real cause of the
not in any eense a reflection: against
education. but only azgainst what ap-
pears to the uninformed as & possible
Ilnjuatice, linked with the 1den .Jhat
while there are so many graduates in
of these real bona flde
peraona of that eclass obtain posltiona,
should fAnd
vor Lo their exclusian,

Sp much for a local question which
ig snld to need clearing by those who
can do it, pro bono publico,

Every true American is in full aym-
pathy with the struggles of mankind
for enlarged liberty everywhere. This
nation rose from the originsl] status of
rehellion to that of its present glory,
but how few reallze how short the
step §s between patrlotism and trea-
son! A wise man remarked that suec-
cess made all the difference between
the two. How far the “Cubans” wilt
achieve puccess the future snlone will
determine; but it was noted lately In
the letter of a famous correspondent
that nearly all the officers of the so-
called “insurgents” were Americana.
“Contraband of war’” from our friend-
1y shores has been the chief support
of the sp-ealled vebels. and the Cuban
Junta tn New York have under the
shelter of a sympathizing country car-
ried on unmolested their plans and
schemes for the overthrow of a friend-
1y power without any let or hindrance
whatever.,” Then a naturally favor-
nhle presas has magnified the successes
of the insurgents, while but little has
come to us from Spanish sources, and

All public everits are subject to this-that as a consequence there has been
ultra 1)color[ng. Germany ,fnd China, | exaggeration and misleading atale-iered absolutely necessary. KElder Can-

ments will be everywhere conceded. ’
We are no advocates for Spnin, in the
international sense, any more than for
the overthrow of our educational sys-
tem Ineluding the "high achool.” Both
are uged to show how, In harmony with
religlous,politleal and commercial mat-
ters, inflated, exaggerated, untrue and
even wicked falsehoods permeate alt
classes of modern society; and from
this standpolnt the question ls asked.
Will thia restlers nation ever be ao
toned down to honor, honesty and
alrness that “every man shall spealk
the truth to his neighbor?” Or, if
“lying llps are an sbomination to the
Lord,” from a moral, rellgious and so-
clal standpoint, can the blessing and
approbation of heaven be fairly ex-
pected, or will the old guery stand
good, "“Shall not my soul be avenged
on such a natlon as this?"

SALT LAKE STAKE CONFERENCE.

The quarterly conference and month-.
Frieasthood meeting of the Salt Lake
Stalke was heid tn this city, commenc-
ing Baturday, at 10 oclock a. m.

There were present Elders Angus M.
Cannon, Joseph E. Tayior and Charles
W. Penrose of the Stake presidency;
seven IIigh Counecilors, five Patri-
archs, Elders Elias Morris and Willlam
C Dunbar of the presidency of the
High Priests’ quorum, eight presldents
of Beventies and ten home mission-
aries,

All the wards of the Stake were prop=
erly represented excepting the Third,
Fourth, S8eventh and Tenth ecity wards,
and Forest Dale, Granger and Brigh-
ton of the county.

The presiding officers of the Stake
organlzationa of the Rellef Socleties.
Sunday schools, Young Men’s, Young
Ladles Mutual Improvement associn-
tfons, Primary and Kindergarten as-
sucintions, ~esponded to the roll eall.

Upon th: recommendation of their
respective Bishops,eighteen young men
recelved certificates authorizing their
ordination to the office of Elder, each
of whom promlised to honor and mag-
rify his calling as an Elder if ordalned.

The 8econd, Fourth, Firth, Twelfth,
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Sixteenth,
Heventeenth, Elghteenth, Nineteenth,
Twentleth, Twenty-first, Twenty-sec-
ond and Twenty-fifth quorums of
Elders were represented by thelr pre-
siding offlcers.

The Lesser Prieshood was represen-
ted by members from the Eleventh,
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Sixteenth,
Seventeenth, Twentleth, Twenty-flrat
and Twenty-second city wards, and
Wil Creek, Big Cottonwood, South
Cottonwood and Union of the county
wards.

The morning session opened with
singing by the choir and congregatlon,

Now let us rejoice in the day of salva-
tion.

Prayer was offecred by Bishop Ish-
mael Phillips.
lSlnging by the choir and congrega-
tion,
Our God, we raise to thee.

the question, "Is it
proper t0 use the word re-baptize-
when an excommunicated member
again receives baptism, and does such
a person recelve his former blessings?"
President Cannon said that persons
cut off for transagression had no greater
privileges than those who had never
belonged to the Church. Bishops could
not excommuntcate an Elder from the
Church, but should refer such cases to
the High Counchl and the quorum to
which he belonged. The word ‘re-
baptize” was umed Incorrectly. "Bap-
tize'* was the proper word. Re-baptism
should be employed only when consid-

In answer to



