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I1inn tthee united Statstatesesthethe people arcare the gov-

ernmenternment and their united voice is the only
sovereign that should rule the only power that
should be obeyed and the only gentlemen that
should be honored at home and abroad on the
land and on the sea wherefore werenvere I1 the
president of united states by the voice of a
virtuous people I1 would honorboner the old paths
of the venerated fathers of freedom I1 would
walk in the tracks of the illustrious patriots
who carried the ark of the government upon
their shoulders with an eye single to the glory
odtheof the peopleeople and enthat people petitioned
to aboosh slavery in the slave states I1 would
use all honorable means to have their prayers
granted and give liberty to the captive by pay-
ing the southern gentlemen a reasonable equi-
valent for his property that the whole nation
might be free indeed

when the people petitioned for a national
bank I1 would use my beetbest endeavors to have
ththeirair praprayersers answered and establish one on
nanationaltjona I1 principles to save taxes and make
them tilillthea controllerscontro lers of its ways and means
andalid when the people petitioned to possess the
territory of oregon or any other contiguous
territory I1 would lend the influence of a chief
magistrate to grant so reareasonable a request
that they might extend the mighty efforts anaand
enterpriseenterprize of a free people from the east to the
Aveswest sea and make the wilderness blossomblossonfasas
the rose and heilwhenbell a neighboring realm petiti-
oned

peti tL
to join the union of the sonssoils of liberty

myin voice would be comecoine yea come texas
come mexico come canada and come all the
world let us be brethren let us be one
family and let there be a universal peace
abolabolishsh the cruel custom of prisons except
certain cases penitentiariesaries court martialemarti als
for desertion and let reason and friendship
reign over the ruins of ignorance and barbarity
yea I1 would as the universal friend of man
open the prisons open the eyes open the ears
and open the hearts of all people to behold
and enjoy freedom unadulterated freedom and
god who once cleansed the violence of the
earth with a flood whose son laid down his
life for the salvation of all his father gave
him out of the worldworldandand who has promised
that he will come and purify the world again
with fire in the last days should be
ted by me for the good lof0o all people with
the highest esteem I1 am a friend of virtue and
of tilethe people JOSEPH SMITH

nauvoo illinois feb 17 1844liA piece 0of doggerel appears in the
messamessageoliell of this date entitled buckeyesBuckeyes
lamentations for the want of more wives
evidently the production of wilsin law and
breathing a very foul and malicious spirit

thursday 8 held mayors court and tried
two negroes for attempting to marry white
women fined one 25 and the other 5 in
the evening there was a political meeting in the
assembly roomloom when br phelps publicly read
for the first time my viewsaviews of the towerspowers
and policy of the general government I1
addressed the meeting as follows

1 I would not have suffered my name to have
been used by my friends on anywise isas presi-
dent of the united states or candidate for that
office if I1 and my friends could have had the
the privilege of enjoying our religious and civil
iilightsats as american citizens even those rights
whichaich the constitution guarantees unto all her
citizens alike but this weave as a people have
been denied from the beginning persecution
haslias rolled upon our heads from time to time
from portions of the united states like peals
of thunder because of our religion and no por-
tion of the government as yet Lshas stepped for-
ward for our relief and under view of these
things I1 feel it to be my right and privilegeprivilegeielelele to
obtain what influence and power I1 can law-
fully

aw-
nin thethe united states for the protection ofydinjured innocence and if I1 lose my life in a

googooddacauseuse I1 am willing to be sacrificed on the
altarafta of virtue righteousness and truth in
maintaining the laws and constitution of the
united states if need be for the general good
of mankind

I1 was followed byeby Eiders hyde and taylor
and a unanimous vote was taken to maintain
my Tpolitical views

friday 9 heldheid mayors court in my dining
room oilon the case nauvoo v william with-
ers for assault case withdrawn on my
recommendation j

this evening a public 0 vasyas held I1
extract from the neighborbor I1

PUBLIC MEETING
on friday the oth dinst a public meeting avabwas

held in the assembly room at which a public
address of general joseph smiths to the citi-
zens of the united states was read by judge
phelps the address is certainly an able doc-
ument big with meaning and interest clearly
pointing out the way forthe temporal sasalvationNation
ocor this union showing what would be our
best policy pointing out the rocks and ququick-
sand

i ck
where our political barkbaric is in danger of

being wrecked and the way to escape it and
evincingevincingt a knowledge and foresight of our po-
litical economyeconomy worthy of the Avwriterriter

appropriate remarks werevere made by several
gentlemen after the reading of the address

saturday loi10 I1 instructed the marshal to
inform mr cole who kept a select school in
the assembly room that I1 must for the future
have thag room for my own use

prayer meeting in the assembly room pray-
ed for sister richards and others who were
sick

A conference was held at tuscaloosa cocounn
ty alabama elder john brown president andond
george IV stewart clerk three branches
were represented containcontainingirig 9 elders 2 priests
3 teachers 3 deacons and members

sunday lisnow11 snow oilon the aroun 1 thaw com-
menced in the afternoon I1 was at home

monday 12 1I sat in the city council and
recommended the repeal of the ordinances en

41

titled an extra ordinance for the extra casecasa
of0 joseph smith an ordinance to prevent
unlawful search or seizure of persons or proper-
ty by foreign process in the city of nauvoo 11

and an ordinance remregregulating the currency
and they were repealed accordingly the
memorial to congress passed decdk 21 1843
was again read and signed by the counselors
aldermen mayor recorder and inmarshalmarshai

I1 instructed councilor orson pratt to call all
the illinois representatives together and tell
them our sufferings have been such that we must
have that document passed and wee will have
it

you must go in for it go to john quincy
adams and ask him to call the delegation from
massachusetts separate from the illinois dele-
gation and demand the same go to henry
clay and other prominent men call public
meetings in the city of washington take the
saloon publish the admittance so much per
ticket invite the members of both houses to
come and hear you and roar upon them you
may take all my writings abuyou think anything
of and read to them ac and you shall probepros
per in the name of god amen

the recorder presented the report of the
attendance of the city council from which it
appears that I1 have sat with them 11 sessions
from the oct 1843 to the january
1844 inclusive

councilor 0 pratt nominated geogee P stiles
as councilor during his abseabsencerice which was
confirmed by the council

I1 burned 81 of city scrip according0 to

thawing streets very dirty
tatuesdayesday 13 I1 waswab at home settled with

theotheodoredore urleyturley and gave him the deeddeedomk of a
lot

having received an invitation from br J L
heywood to visit quincy I1 wrote him in 1iee
ply

nauvoo february 13 1844
dear br heywood I1 sit down at this time

to acknowledge the receipt of and reciprocate
the friendly feelings manifest ini joursyoursours of the
ath dinst and although surroundedsurroundedn by a press
of businebusinesssr shall take pleasure in spending a
few moments to reply

I1 would take the greatest pleasure imagina-
ble in coming down to quincy oilon a visit to see
you and all my friends in your city would busi-
ness and circumstances permit but it would be
a matter of impossibility almost forfoi me to
leave home ataf the present time inin consequence
of a multitude of business which I1 have daily
to attend to moreover wisdom and prudencedence
eemseem to forbid my coming on account of the

bitter feeling which manifests itself in various
placesblaces between this and quincy not that I1 have
anymy apprehensions for my personal safety for
thehe same kind hand which hath hithertohithertb been

my shield and support would save me from the
power ofor my ivicwickedked persecutors but some-
thing might grow putout of it which would prompt
my adversaries totc get out anothy illegal writ
and would eventually probably cost me some
three or four thousand dollars as in other cases
and underlinder which I1 have still to labor to disad-
vantage under these considerations there-
fore I1 am compelled to decline paying you a
visit for the present at the same timetine in con-
nection with mrs smith I1 tender my warmest
acknowledgments for the invitation

I1 am pleased to hear of the prosperity of
your branch and hope it will continue for al-
though I1 never feel to force my doctrines upon
any person I1 rejoice to seegee prejudice give way
to truth and thetile traditions of men ivedispersedispersed
by the pure principles of the cepelgospel of jesus
christ 0

I1 should be pleased to have the privilege of
forming an acquaintance with your partner
mr kimball and his lady and sshouldlouid they
everdver come up this way I1 hope they will call
and see me

As respects things in nauvoo I1 have nothing
to say but good although the of
this county breathe out their shame with a
continual foam and threaten extermination
ac the citizens ofot nauvoo are at peace they
fear no dadangerllmerrimer fors the rereportt of mobs have

beorteorbecome so common that thee mormonscormons pay no
attention to it whatever each minmanman minds his
own business and all are making improvements
as fast as they can in fact things in general
seem prosperous and pleasing and I1 never sawsav
abeta betterter feelingfedelim0 amongst tileiliabe saints than atthe
present time

my family have been some sick of late and
continue so especially my youngest boy

accept deardearl sir the warmest respects of
myself and mrs smith and please present
the same to your lady in the meantime I1 re-
main your friend and brother

JOSEPH SMITH 11

president brigham young returned from
bear creek settlementsettlements6 where he had been
preaching for the last few days

wednesday 14 at home through the day
in the evening the Asassembly room was filled
by the brethren when my views of the pow-
ers and policy of the government of the united
states was again read I1 afterwards spoke
on the same subject at considerable length

thursday 15 at home A bbeautiful day
I1 insert the following article frfromom the times

and seasons
WHO SHALL BE OUR NEXT PRESI-
DENT
this is an inquiry winch to a peopeoplepeoplespleisjs

a matter of the most paramount importance
and requires our most serious calm and dis-
passionate reflection executive power when
correctly ivliviwieldedelded is a great blessing to the
people of this great commonwealth and forms
one of the firmest pillars of our confederation
it watcheswatched the interests of the whole com-
munity with a fatherly care it wisely balances
the other legislative powers when overheated
by party spirit or sectional feeling it watches

with jealousI1 balous carbcardcare burour interests and commerce
with loreilorel nations and bgivesves todetope and effi-
cacy to ielegislativegi enactments

thethappresidentident stands at the head of these
united states and is the mouthpiecemouth piece of this
vast republic if hebe be a minmanofof an enlighten-
ed mind and a capacious soul if he is a vir-
tuous man a statesman a patriot and a man
of unflinching integintegrityarity if he possess the same
sspiritirit that fired the souls of our venerable sires
whorh 0 founded this great commonwealth and
wishes 0 promote the universal good of the
whole republic liehe may indeed bee made a
blessing to community

but if he prostratedprostratesprostrates hisbis high and honorable
calling to base and unworthy purposes if liehe
makemakes use of the power which the people gavek
placed inicis hands for their interests to grati-
fy his ambition for the purpose of self ag

or pecuniary interest if lietie
meanly panders with demagogues loses sight
of thewe interests of the nation and sacrifices
the union onoil the ataraltar of sectional interests or
party views he renders himself univunworthyorthy of
the dignified trust reposed in him debases the
nation in the eyes of the civilized world and
produces misery and confusion at home
when the wicked rule the people mournmouin 1

there is perhapsaps no body of people in tilillthea
united states who are at the present time more
interested about the issue of the presidential

i contest than are the latter day saints and
our situation in regard to the two great politi-
cal parties is a most novel one it is a fact
wellivell understood that we have suffered greatengreat

from the state of missouri that we
petitioned to the authorities of that state for
redress in vain that weave havehare also memorialized
congress under the late administration and
have obtained the heartless reply that corlcon-
gress has no power fo0o redress your grievances

after having taken all the legalegal and consti-
tutionaltutional steps that we can we are still groan-
ing under accumulated wrongs Is there nodo
power anywhere to redress our grievances
missouri lacks the disposition and congress
both lacks the disposition and power Q and
thus fifteen thousand inhabitants of these uni-
ted states can with impimpunityunifyunley be dispossessed
of their propertyproperly have their copses burned
their property confiscated manmany of their num-
bers murmurderedderea and the remainremainderLr driven from
their homes and left to wander as exiles in this
boasted land of freedom ana equal rights andandind
after appealedappeal ng0 again and again to the legally
constituted autauthoritieshorihorlties of ouiour land for redress
we are coolly told by our highest tribunals
we can do nothing for you 5

we have paid hundreds of thousands of dol
larsars into the coffers of congress for their lands
andind they stand virtually pledged to defend us
inn our rights but they have not done itil itif a
mannan steals a dollar from his beigneighborabor or steals
ai horse or a hog liehe can obtain redress but
we have been robbed by wholesale the most
laringdaring murders have banbeen committed and we
ardareirelre coolly told that we can obtain no redress
if a steamboat is set on fire enon ongoniour coast by
foreigners even when sheslie is engaged in aiding
and abetting the enemies of that power it be-
comes a matter of national interference and
legislation or if a foreigner as in the case ofot
mcleod is taken on our land and tried for
supposed crimes committed by him against our
citizens his nation interferes and it becomes a
matter of negotiation and legislation but our
authorities can calmly look on and see the cit-
izens of a count butchered with impunity
they can see jwotwo counties dispossessed of their
inhabitants burned and their pro-
perty confiscated and when the cries ofbf fifteen
thousand men women and children salute
their ears they deliberately tell us that we
can obtain no redress

hear it therefore ye mobberssl proclaim it totol
all the scoundrels in the union latfatletiet a standard
be erected around which shall rally all the

es of the land assemble yourselves
and rob at pleasure murdemurder till you are sati-
ated with blood drive men women and child-
ren from their homes their is no law to pro-
tect them and congress has no power to redress
thetheir grievancesrie varievalle es and the great father of the
Uenionunionionlon illtilthe prpresidentesresidentident has not got an ear to
listlistenen to their complaints

what shall nevven e do under this state of things
in the event of either of the prominent candi-
dates van buren or clay obtaining the presi-
dentialderdei chair weave should not be placed iin1i any
better situation

in speaking of mr clay his politics are dia-
metricallymitri callycaily opposed to otiisours he inclines stronstrong-
ly to the old school of federalists and as oaa
matter of course would not favor our cause
neither could we coilsconscientiouslyclencienclentioustiou slysiy vote for him
and we have yet stronger objections to mr
van buren on anther grounds he has sung the
old song of congress congress has no power
to redressI1 your grievances

but did the matter rest here it would not be
so bad he was in the presidential chair aatt
the time of our former difficulties we ap-
pealpe ed to him on that occasion but we appeal-
edd in vain and his sentiments are yet unchangedcd

but all these things are tolerable in compar-
isonson to what weave have yet to state we have
been informed from a source that
there is an understanding between mr benton
off missouri and mr vanviii buren and a con-
ditionaldit compact entered into that if mr ban-
ton will use his influence to get mr van buren
elected that van buren when elecelected shall
use his executive influence to wipe away the
stain from missouri by a further persecution of
the mormonscormonsMormons and wreakingbreakingwre aking out vengeance on
their heads either by extermination or by some
other summary process we could scarcely
credit the statement and we hope yet for the
sike of humanity that the suggestion is false
but we have too good reason to believe that
we are correctly informed

if then thisthiathiaisis the case can we conscientious

livotely vote for a manofman of this description and put
tthetha IVweapons into hisbis hands to cut our throat
with we cannot and however much we

sustain the democratic nomina-
tion

i

we cannot we will not vote for van bu-
ren our interests our property our lives and
the livesilves of our families are too dear tuto us to
be sacrificed at the shrine of0 party spirit and I1

to gratify party beelinfeelingsas we have beenbeerlell sold
once in the state of missouri and libei ties
bartered away by political demagogues
through executive intrigue and weave wish I1not
to be betrayed again by benton audand van
buren

under these circumstances the questinquestionn again
arises who shall veave support GENERAL JO-
SEPH SMITH A man of sterling worth and in-
tegrity and of enlarged views a man who has
raised himself from the humblest walks hiin life
to stand at the head of a hargelarge intelliintelligentgent re-
spectablespec table and increasing society thattiit has
spread not only in this land but in distant na-
tions a inmanan whose talents and genius are of
an exalted nature and whose experience has
rendered him every way adequate to the oner-
ous

I1

duty honorable fearless and energetic
he would administer justice w-ithwith an impartial
hand and magnify and dignify the alfice of
chief mazmagistrateistrate of thistilis landlaud and weave feel aas-
sured that there is not a man in the united
states more competecompetentlit for the task

one great reason that weave have for pursuing i

our present course is that at every election weave
have been made a political target for the filthy
demagogues in the ccountry to shoot their loath-
some arrows at and every story has been
put into requisition to blast our fame froinfrom the i

old fabrication of walk on the down to
the murder of ex governor boggs the

journals have teemed with this filthy trash and I1

even men who ought to have more respect for
themselves men contending for the gubernato-
rial

11

chair have made use of terms so degrad-
ing

I1

so mean so humiliating that a billings-
gate would have considered iferher-
self disdisgracedraced with we refuse any longer to
be for eithercither party we tellteli allail
such to let their filth flow in its own legitimate
channelchanneifelf for we are sick of the loathsome
smell

gentlemen we are not going eitherelther to cmurmur-
der ex governor boggs nor a mormon in this
state for not givingi

ving us his monemoney 1 nor arearc weave
goinggoin to evallwalk on the water nor drown a
bozanwoman nor defraud the poorpoor of their proper-
ty 2 nor send destroying angels afterafier gegeneral
bennett to kill him norildr marry spiritual
wives nor commit any oheroiher outrageousous act
this election to help any party with you mustroust
getgot some other persons to perform these kind
offices for 5 the future we withdraw

under existing circumstances wee have no
other alternativealter e and if vveavew e can accomplishisaf our
object well if not iveevewe shall have the satisfac-
tion otof knowing that weave have acted conscien-
tiouspiously and have used our best judgment and
if we have to throw away our votes weave had
better do so upon a worthy ratherrather tthanban upon
an unworthy individual whoviiali 0 mimightlit inakemake use
of the weapon vveavevv e put in his hahandlidtid to destroy
us with

whateverer may be the opinions of men in
beneralgeneral in regard to mr smith vveavev e snowknow that
he need only to be known to be admired and
that it isis the principles of honorbonor integrity
patriotism and philanthropy that liasins elevated
filmhim inin mefile minds of his friends andalid the same
principles if seen and known would beget the
esteem and confidence of all the patriotic andard
virtuous throughout the union I1

whatever therefore be the opinions of other
men our course is marked out and our motto
from henceforth will be GENERAL JJOSEPH
SMITH 1

friday 16 athemeat home this eveningeveningseveneveh I1 spent
twtwo0 hours in le office settled with br whit-
neyneY gave him deed of0 several town lots and
took hisais receipt inin full

REMARKS
on the necessity of adhering to the priesthood

in preferpreferenceenco to science and arabyart bybyriderniderelder
wilford woodruff nowerybowery thursday april
90

BY J V LONG

it is a pleasure to me and I1 presume iiit I1isS
coall thellie brethren who have lived in the midst of
this people the rise and proprogressress of thistilla
church and kingdom to see thethe sonssous of the
prophets stand before the people as they have
thistilis dayaddy audand hear their words while beirbelrbearinghig

monyrony of the work of god
I1 well rememember thetiie time that our young

brethren who have addressed us were called ouon
their missions and they in connectiongithkith br
grant br ellsworth and others met at my house
one evening to receive their blessing under the
hands of the twelve apostles when they had
received their blessings theytiley were called upon to
speak their feelings most of them I1 supposesuppose for
thethe first time inili their lives true they had sarunaarun
der the teachings of tilathe servants of god from
their iiiinfancyfaricy when most of them had express
ed their feelings relative to going on a mission to
england br joseph A young said brethren I1
will tell you my feelings when I1 comscomic home

we have heard from liimhim since habe came home
his feelings have been expressed mumuchch to ourpur
edification that remark sounded well to me
and truly it has been very edifying and interest-
ing to mem a to hear the speeches which have been
made by all theilia young brethren since they havehafe
returned the spirit they manifest shawsshows to rneirerne

that the blessing and spirit of their fathers are
with them and I1 that tiiethe spirit of the
most high is in them and that ere long they w i
become alili

11mightyaty men in israel and will have to
bear off this kingdom and shoulder the care tmln I1

of it whenilien their fathers greare resting


