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nd the methodist around the
byteriaD around the baptist

mindnd the catholic and every ot-
hman whatever form of belief

be may profess as well as around
tam 3 atter day saint and that each

an and each denomination was to
ive equal rights equal favors

yawl protection from the kingdom
gorgod this has been our doctrine for
thetee last forty five or fifty years

jhoncehence it is one of the greatest
thatat can be aronoupronouncedneed againstnot

peoplee to say concerning us that
we believelieve in the blending of church
andd state we believe in no such

S doctrinedmtrine and I1 will say never did
1 believe in ILib but inconsequence

atourof our peculiar position in conse
11 quencebenee of the fact as I11I have statedCt every reputable man among
6 as whosw has attained his majority
7 holds Priesthood our enemies

have that and made it the
foundation for base libels and at

upon us
1I will return again to the idea I13

ahr WAS dwelling upon shall we let
V mehae ask feel ashamed of asking

eocounsel if a teacher came to my
house and I1 were in doubt con-

i berningning any matter that I1 wished to

f havebava counsel upon I1 would gladly
e fisk that teacher what his

views were and in this way
if possible obtain his counsel
looking upon the teacher as a man
of goal tfif an elder were to come
to my house or a bishop or a high
priest or a seventy or an apostle
andd I1 were in doubt concerning

ething I1 contemplated and I1
i wished to obtain more light upon it

I1 would gladly submit my case to
him undand ask laishiis counsel and if he
dw not come to my house and I1

J osuld have access to him I1 would
in any important enter

E cirise without taking such a course
jm the primitive dayeday of the church
ththis wasACAS universally the case we
taught counsel at the hands of the
servantsarrantsar of god just as they did inw afancient times kings did not go to
warviar without seeking counsel you
remember the case of ahab and je
hoshaphat when they contemplated
warring Jehosha phat requested
the king of israel his ally to inquire
of the lord how it should be with
them and the king of israel gath

f eredeared together hisbis prophets about
ffourour hundred men all of whom saidgo up for the lord shall deliver
ft syria inco the hand of the
hinr but it seems that jehosha
phat waswaa not entirely satisfied
with this word favorable as it was
and he inquired Is there not here

prophet of the lord bebesidesides that
we might enquire of him and
the king of israel said unto dehosbelios
maphat there is yet one man mi
calah the son of imlah by whom
Wwe maym y enquire of the lord but I1r hate himbim for he doth not prophecy
good concerning me but evil A
messenger was sent to bring micaiah

h worebefore king ahab and Jehosha phat
li and the prophet was informed what

umthe other prophets bad said concer-
ning the result of the battle and hebe
was asked to prophecychecy in like mannerimm and he did so giving the kind

1 of01 counsel that the king of israel
wanted but the king suspected

erere wapwao wmsomethingething wrong about it

and he adjured him to belltell him theluredtruth thenhen micaiah prophesied
that which god had given him
namely the utter overthrow of king
ahab and his army a prophecy
which was fulfilled to the very let-
ter

now kings did this in ancient
times and mighty men and it was
not considered improper and it
does not argue because we believe
in this principle that we are theo-
cratic and that we are trying to
found a theocracy one is not a
sequence of the other every man
has the right to seek unto god in
the appointed way to seek unto
him inin prayer and besides calling
upon him in prayer to obtain his
word through his appointed ser-
vants members of wards should
teach their children to ask counsel
concerning all matters they wish to
undertake all enterprises upon
which they desire to enter when a
bishop is living up to his duty he
has the word of the lord for his
people and he cannot give correct
counsel to his people if he isi not
living as he should live the same
with regard to the president of a
stake and when the high
council come together with the
president of the stake it is their
privilege to know for thernthemselvesselves
concerning matters and to give
bousel pertaining thereunto so it
is with every council in this
church the light of heaven that
comes from god to enlighten th
minds odthe children of men is not
confined to one individual to one
class orer to one council or ququorumorun
on the contrary that light is diffused
through the whole body of the
priesthood and the whole body of
the church according to the faith-
fulness of the members we should
understand this the light of heav-
en that is the light that enlightens
our minds is as free as ththee
light of the sun as free as
the atmosphere we breathe we
should seek for and enjoy these priv-
ileges I1 would like to see the latter day saints so impressed with its
importance that whenever we take
a serious or grave step we would
seek the counsel of god we should
do this on our knees in our cham-
bers alone and it is our privilege to
seek for and obtain it elsewhere so
we may walk aright before god and
acceptably before him in this way
the kingdom of god will be built up

I1 want to see the power of the
priesthood strengthened not the
dower of the first presidency alone
not the power of the twelve apos-
tles alone not the power of the presi-
dents of stakes or that of the high
councils or the bishops and their
councilorscouncillorsCounci lors alone I1 want to see this
strength and power diffused through
the entire body of the priesthood
reaching from the head down to the
least and most hhuuableml le deacon in the
church every man should seek
for and enjoy the revelations of
god the lightonlight of heaven shining in
his soul and givinggivinguntounto him knowl-
edge concerning his ddutiesu ties con-
cerning that portion of the work of
god that devolves upon him in his
priesthood when we live thus we
will be a mighty power irresistible
in our onward march though

when we are in this condition we
shall provoke more hatred greater
opposition than that which we now
have to contend with because it is
that feature in our organization that
satan dreads and hates and he ex-
pects his servants to fight this and
endeavor to destroy it and the ef-
forts of our enemies for years have
been to destroy the power and in-
fluence of the holy priesthood know
ing if this could be done we would
lose our strength and become weak
as water so to speak

I1 am in favor of everything that
will tend to build up zion that will
strengthen us and make us more
compact we have this opposi-
tion to contend with do what we
will we cannot pacify the hostility
of satan at the same time I1 do
riotnot believe in imprudence I1 do not
believe in throwing away wisdom
and acting as though there was no
such thing as wisdom in the world
that is the other extreme I1 be-
lieve we can do all this and be wise
in our conversation be wise in our
conduct and in all our associations
not indulging inin wildfirewild fire or doing
foolish things but this is aodagod Is
work and he will take
care of it no matter what
we do at the same time we
through can provoke
wrath and bring it down upon us
and many men do it through
thetheirirownown imprudent acts in tak-
ing this course we depart from the
counsel of gods servants you
will always find it to be the case
that the men who are getting them-
selves into trouble bring trouble
upon others because of their impru-
dent action and unwise speeches
and they are the men who disre-
gard counsel

before I1 sit down I1 wish to men-
tiontio some doctrine that has been
upon inmyy mind and as this will per-
haps be the last opportunity I1 shall
have during the conference I1 will
call attention to it nowDOW the doc-
trine I1 refer to is in connection with
the resurrection I1 will read from
that revelation known amoamongrig us as
the vision which is found in the

section of the doctrine and
covenants the lord in speaking
about the sons of perdition says

they are they who are the sons of
perdition of whom I1 say that it had
beenen better for thethemm never to have
been bornbom

for they are vessels of wrath
doomed to suffer the wrath of god
with the devil audand his angels in etern-
ity

concerning whom I1 have said there
is no forgiveness in this world nor in
the w orld to come

having denied the holy spirit after
having received it and having denied
the only begotten son of the father
havingbaving crucified him unto themselves
and put him to an open shame

these are they who shall go away
into the lake of fire and brimstone
with the devil and his angels

and the only ones on whom the
second death shall have any poweryea verily the only ones who shall
not be redeemed in the due time of
the lord after the sufferings of his
wrath

for all the rest shall be brought
forth by the resurrection of the dead
through the triumph and the glory of
the lambiab who was slain who was in


