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around the Methodist, around the
Presbyterian, around the Baptist,
around the Catholie and every oth-
er man, whatever form of belief
he may profess, as well as around
the Liatter-day Saint; and that ench
man and each denomination wasto
receive equal rights, equal favors
and protection from the Kingdom
of God. This has been our doctrine for
the last forty-five or fifty years.
Hence it is one of the greatest

" Jibels that can be pronounced against
a people, to say concerning us, that
we believe in the blending of church
and state. We believe in no such
doectrine; and I will say, never did
believe in it. Bul in consequeuce
of our peculiar position; in conse-

uence of the fact, as [ have stated,

at every reputable man among
us who has attaized his majority.
holds the I’riesthood, our enemies
have scized that and made it the
foundation for base libels and at-
tacks upon us.

I will return again to tlie idea I
was dwelling upon. Shall we, let
me ask, feel ashamed of asking
counsel? If a Teacher came to my
house, and I were in doubt con-
cerning any matter that I wished to
have counsel upon, I would gladly
ask that Teacher what his
views were, and in this way,
if possible, obtain his counsel,
leoking upon the Teacher as & man
of God. If an Elder were to come
to my House, or a Bishop, ora High
Priest, or a Seventy, or an A postle,
and I were in doubt concerning
something I contemplated, and 1
wished to obtain more light upon it,
I would gladly submit my case to
him and ask-his counsel. And if he
did not come to my Louse, aud I
could have access tu him, 1 would
not engage in any important enter-
i)rise without taking such a course.

n the primitive days of the Church
this was universaily the case. We
sought counsel at the hands of the
servants of God, just as they did in
anclent times, Kings did not go to
war without seeking counsel. ou
rememmber the case of Ahaband Je-
hoshaphat, when they conteniplated
warring. Jeloshaphat requested
the king of Israel, his ally, toinguire
of the Lord how it should be with
them; and the king of lsrael gath-
ered together his prophets, about
four hundred mei, all of whon: said
¢Gio up; for the Lord shall deliver
it [Syria}j into the hand of the
king.?*’ ut it secems that Jehosha-
phat was not entirely satisfied
with this word, favorable as it was;
amd heinguired: “Is there not here
a prophet of the Lord besides, that
we might enquire of him? And
the King of lsrael said unto Jehos-
haphat, There is yet one man, Mi-
eaiah, theron of Imlah, by whom
we may enguire of the Lord, but I
hate him; for he toth not prophecy
good concerning me, but evil.?? A
messenger waggent to bring Micaial
before King Ahab and JJehoshaphat;
and the prophet was informed what
the other proplets had said concern-
ing the result of the battle; and he
was asgked to prophecy in like mau-
ner; and le did so, giving the kind
of counsel that the king of Israel
wanted. But the Rking suspected
there was spmething wronyg about it;

and he adjured him to tell him the
truth. hen Micainh prophested
that which God had iven him,
namely, the utter overthirow of King
Ahab and his army—a prophecy
which was fulfilled to the very let-
ter.

Now, kings did this In ancient
times, and mighty men, and it was
not considered improper; and it
does not argue because we believe
in this principle, that we are theo-
cratic, and that we are trying to
found a theocracy. One is nota
sequence of the other. Every man
has the right toseek unto God in
the appointed way; to seek unto
Him in prayer, and besides calling
upen Him in prayer, to obfain His
word through His appointed ser-
vants. Members of Wards should
teach their children to ask counsel
concerning all matters they wish to
undertake, all enterprises upon
which they desire to enter. When n
Bishop is living up to his duty he
has the word of the l.ord for his
people; and he cannot give correct
counsel to his people if he ig not
living as he should live. The same
with regard to the President of a
Stake. And when the High
Council come together with the
President of the Btake, it is their
privilege to hLknew for themselves
concerning matiers and to give
vousel pertaining thereunto. 8o it
iz with every <(ouncil in this
Church. The light of heaven that
comes from God toc enlighten the
minds of the ¢hildren of men is not
confined to one individual, to one
clazs, er to one council or quorum;
on the contrary,that light is diffused
through the whole hody of the
Priesthood, and the whole body of
the Church, accoriting to the faith-
fulness of the members. We should
understand this. The light of beav-
en—that is, the light that enlightens
our mimds, is as free as the
light of the sun, as free as
the atmosphere we breathe. We
should seek for and enjoy these priv-
ileges. 1 would like to see the Lat-

ter-day Sainigso impressed with its.

importance, that whenever we take
4 serious or grdave step, we would
seelk the counsel of God. We should
do this on our knees in our «ham-
bers, alone; and it is vur privilege to
secek for and obtain it elsewhere, so
we may walk arizht before God and
acceptably Lefore Him. In this way
the Kingdom of God will be huilt up.

1 want to see the*power of the
Priesthood streagthened; not the
vower of the Fitst ’residency alone;
not the power of the Twelve Apos-
tles alone; not the power of the Presi-
dents of Btakes, or that of the High
Councils, or the Bisiiops and their
Councilors alone. T wantto see this
strength and power diffused througl
the entire body of the Priesthood,
reaching from the head down to the
least and most humble deacon in the
Church. ¥very man should seek
for and enjoy the revelations of
God, the light of heaven shining in
his soul and giving unko him kruow]-
eldge concerning his dutivs, con-
cerning that portion of the work of
God that devolvesupon him in his
Priesthood. When wo live thus we
will be a mighty power, irresistible
in -our onwurd march,

Though,
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when we are in this condition we
shall provoke more hatred, greater
opposition than that which we now
have to contend with; becanse 1t is
that feature in our organization that
Satan dreads and hates; and he ex-
pects his servants to fight this and
endeavor to destroy it; and the ef-
forts of our encmies for years have
been to destroy the power and in-
fluence of the holy Priesthood,kinow-
ing if this could he done we would
lose our strength, and beconie wenk
as water, so to speak.

[ am infavor of everything that
will tend to build up Zion, that wili
strengthen us and make us more
compact, We have this opposi-
tion to contend with; do what we
will we cannot pacify the hostility
of Batapn. At tle same time I de
not believe in imprudence, I do not
believe in throwing away wisdom,
and acting as though there was no
auch thing as wisdom in the world.
That is the other extreme. I be-
lieve we can do all this and be wise
in vur conversation, be wise in our
conduct, and in all our asscciations;
not indulging in wild-fire or doing

toolish things. But this is God?’s
work, and He will take
care of it wo matter what
we do, At the same thne we,

through unwisdom, can provoke
wrath and bring it down upon us,
and many men do it through
their own imprudent acts. In tak-
ing this course, we depart from the
counsel of God’s servants. You
will always find it to be the case,
that the men who are getting them-
gelves into trouble bring frouble
upon others because ol their impru-
dent action and unwise speeches;
and they are the men who disre-
gard counsel.

Before 1 sit down I wish to men-
tion some doctrine that has been
upon my mind, and as this wil) per-
haps'be the last ol)Portunity I shall
have during the Conference, I will
call attention to it now. The doc-
trine I refer to ia in connection with
the resurrection. I will read from
that revelation ktiown among usas
the Vision, which is found in the
76th section of the Doctrine and
Covenants. The Lord in speaking
about the sons of perdition says:

“They are they who are the sons of
perdition, of whom I say that it had
been belter for them never to have
bewn born.

For they are vessela of wrath,
doomed to suffer the wrathof God,
with the davil aid his angels in etern-
ity;

Concerning whom | have said there
i8 no forgiveness in thia world nor in
the world {0 come,

Haying denied the Holy Spirit after
having received it, and having denied
the Only Begotten Son of the Father—
having erneified him unto themselves,
and puthim to an open shamse.

These are they whe shall go away
into the lake of fire and brimstone,
with the devil snd his angels,

And the only ones on whom the
second deatil shall have any power;

Yen, verily, the only ones who shall
not be redeemed in the dus time of
Lthe Lord, after the sufferings of hia
wrath;

For all the rest shall be brought
forth by the resurrection of the dead,
through the trinmph and the glory of
the Lamb, who was slain, who was in



