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RELIGIOUS DEBATES

the counsel given by the first presi-
dency regarding debates upon the doc-
trines and the validity of the authority
of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints will be recognizedrecognize i
doy all who have testimonyv of the truth
as timely in view of the circumstances
stated therein is the expression of a

which the church otof christ has
pursued steadfastly in ancient as wellweli
sasAs in modern times and it cannot be
consistently departed from by those
who esteem and honor the lord as the
arbiter in matters that relate to hishie
plan of salvation As to challenges for
debate it is a common occurrence torfor
individuals or parties who break
away from organizations of various
kinds to seek to gain notoriety
and prestige by contentious diedic
cushionsouscus with representatives of estab-
lished institutions in order to be
brought into prominentprominence e thereby in
pursuingpursuingsuing this course they are notSurliableable to jossjoes because they have noth-
ing to lostlose while the possible ad-
vantage to them tois that by cunning
and adroitness in debate they may be
advertised as worthy foemenflemen to those to
whom they have become apostate and
thus find means of directiiit g general
atattention to themselves and gaining
something at the expense of others

there may be questions which are olof

aoh slight intrinsic importance that
debate thereon excites no more
than temporary personal antagonism
between the parties thereto a
feature regarded with concern
by those who desire to avoid
contention and promulgate principless
of pencepeace but when it comes togodladis
bussingcuscussingsing religious matters in that tashfabb
ionIOB a more serious phase is presented
Itereligionligion reaches all that relatesrelate to
mankind past present ataidd future and
agitation thereon stirs the soul to its
inmost depths such agitation there-
fore as tois in harmony with the divine
will isin that only which produces peace
liarmony and brotherly love that
which yields fruit otof an opposite nature
isAs contrary to the spirit and genius of01

ithebe gospel of christ not being ool
aced to the temporalitiesties of mortal
life true religion overshadows and
absorbs all other topics that concern
ua nand its purityand power transcend

all other considerations in time and eter-
nity viewed from this standpoint it
is to thoughtful considerate devotional
people4 a matter far too sacred to be
treated as a football whose fortunes and
destiny are to be determined by the
player who can kick with greatest force
or deliver the most cleverly directed
allows

the principles of the gospel and
authority in the church of christ are otof

aohauch grovegrave importance to mankind
that self interest demands for them the
most careful scrutiny and inquiry
sevenven to the extent that theyhey be re
quiren to present to the believer the
highest evidence of divine aurben

that of direct testimony from
theahe almighty but debate is not
inquiry contentious discussion tois
not investigation the con-

clusionsclu of arsan argumentative contestcontent

to the decision of a board of finite
judges laIs not obtaining a divine and in-
finite witness of the right thrilling elo-
quence impassioned oratory or subtle
argument never made of the wrong
a right nor does their ab ence make olof
a single truth an error the relative
positions of good and evil are not
altered by the forensic ability otof adadocvc
oates and the immutable plan of salva-
tion and divine authority to act there-
in are unchanged by the prejudices or
scholarship of men the spirit of
inquiry of investigation of searching
torfor light and knowledge antanc of0
expounding and the prin-
ciples of truth and persuading and
leading men and women thereto is of
bod the disposition to mccurt corcoc
tent ious and sometimes angry dibut
ciori to challenge to debate wherein
not the vindication of truth butbui tilethe
triumph of one or other of the costeneoontenc
ing parties in the argument is the only
object sought or which can be attained
is an inspiration of the evil one ana
finds no approval in the gospel plan or
the genius of christianity such a
proceeding being in its very nature an
assault upun others its inception tois
inain a desire not to convince people of
the truth but to bring supposed
antagonists into contumely or sub
ejection by a measure of force
and therefore isin but a modification oiof
that spirit which under the guise of
religion so often has litit thebe fires of01
persecutepersecuticud n and basbaa filled baoy a
martyrs tomb

the church of jesus Cchristb riot of latter
day saints was orgaorgan nedliked in theodethis die
peas atlon by direct command of the
almighty given through the prophet
joseph smith it was set up by the
god otof heaven dball never be
destroyeddestroyeds and shall not be left
to other people 10 its apostles like
the apostles of old were chosen of the
lord and ordained that they should
go90 and bring forth fruit 212 1 and that
their fruit should remain of
its council of apostlesapostle the lord
said in a revelation given through
the prophet joseph smith at nauvoo
january 1 I1 give unto you my
servantervantaj brigham young to be a presi-
dent over the twelve traveling cour
all which twelve bold the keys to
open up the authority of my kingdom
upon shehe four corners of the earth
and after that to send my word to
every creature president wilford
woodruff was a member of thehe coun-
cil at that time toethe keyskey of the au-
thority spoken of yet remain with and
are exercised by the council olof
apostles

the lord made no blunder join organ-
izing theChurch his work was not done
so badly that a few years laterlaier a reor-
ganization 1 hadbad to be effected by men
and least of all by apostates and se
codersceders iromfrom tine true toldfold in order to
gotget the work right the originallyrigi nally
organized church the only true andana
living church upon the face of the
whole earth 1 still exists indand prosprosperperel
and will continue to do so there is
no question with its officers or mem-
bers ase to the validity ut its authority
this was one reason why in theaon
test for the temple lot in jackson

coucountya tys the church took no partpar being
content to await the due time of the
lord for the restoration of that proper-
ty to its rightful ownership the
authorities were not in the business of

i
submitting any inquiry asaa to the genu-
ineness of the church to a human
court especially one presided over by
a missouri judge A higher judge
already hadbad passed upon that question
it is beyond the domain of human ad-
judication the certificated judgment
is in the situation and condition of the
latter day saints whose present abid-
ing place is in the vales of the rocky
mountains they alone are fulfilling
the destiny marked out for the church
in the prophetic declarations of presi-
dent joseph smith its martyredmarty red
prophet toin laboring according to the
revealed gospel plan for the salvation
of the living and the redemption of the
dead regarding the movemovementsmerits of
the one of his predictions made
during a visit to montrose iowa and
recorded in his journal of august 6
1842 reads as follofollowstollowiwt

asi1 I had a conversation with a num-
ber of the brethren in the shade of the
building on the subject otof our
eions in missouri and the constadtcon an
boyance which has followed us since
we were driven from that state I1
prophesied that the saints would con
dinue to suffer much and
would be driven to the rocky moun
bains many would apostatize othersother
would be put to death by their perse
tutors or losejose their lives in conseco
quence of exposure and disease and
some of you will live to go and assist
in making settlementsments and build cities
and see the saints become a mighty
people inila the midst of the rockybocky
Mountmountainsalris

occasionally elders have been
pressed closely by challenges to de-
bate and have felt that they should
accept such challenges lest by decain
ing they bring discredit on the cause
theyy represent if a came occurs that
reallyleally is of such importance as that it
is otof sufficientclent importance to refer to
the presiding authorities for instruc-
tions what to do and the inspiration of
the lord will indicate the procedure to
be followed but on no tcaccountcount should
an elder be the challenging party
nor should be consent to submit
thehe validity of church authority

to human judgment or the
principles of the gospel to any
other tooktest than that which is given by
the head of the church the lord
jesus when he saidmid to the jews my
doctrine is not mine but his that sentmew
me if spyany man will do his will he
will know of the docdoctrinetrInO whether it
be of god or whether I1 speak of my-
self y ane elders of the church are
not called to teach their own will or
doctrine but to deliver the messagemenage of
peace and salvation which christ the
lord hashall given them and to him
must they look for its vindication and
confirmation

PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG

the early dawn of the present oencon
tury witnessed the birth of many
noble spirits endowed with superior
intellect and debdeducedtined to give per
letual ormform to the events of the age jnin
accordance with their awn genius
whatever changesand may


