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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

RELIGIOUS DEBATES.

The counse] given by the First Presi-
«lency regarding debates upon the doc-
frines and the valldity of the suthorlty

©f the OChurch of Jesus Christ of
Liatter-day Saints will be recognized
by all who have Ltestimony of the truth
#s Limely in view of the circumstanc¢es
iatated. Therein i8 the expression of &
wolicy which the Church ot Christ has
spursued steadfastly in aocient as well
#8 in mogern times, and it oanpot be
-gonsistently departed from by those
who esteem snd honor the Liord as the
-arbiter in matters that relate to His
plan of salvation. As to chailenges for
Jdebate, it ia 8 common ocourrence for
individumnls or parties who break
.away from orgauizatious of various
.kinds to wseek to gain nutorlety
and prestige by contentious dic-
~ouseions with representatives of eatak-
lished 1pstitutivos io order to be
Hrought into prominence thereby. In
pursuing this course they mre not
dinble tu Joee, because they have notk-
ing to lose; while the posslble ad-
‘wantage to them s that by cunning
-and adroitoess 1o devate they may be
~advertised s worthy foemen Lo those to
whom they have become apostate, and
thue find mesns of directirg general
attention to themselves and gaining
something at the expenee of others.
There may be guestions which are of
sugh slight Intrinelo importance that
«debate thereon exoltea no more
.4han temporary personal aptagonism

.between the partivs  thereto — n
feature regarded with goncern
by those who desire (o avold

.oontention and pron.uigate prinoiples
of peace, But when it comes todis-
cussing religious matters in that fash-
ioB o more serious phase is presented..
Hellgion reaches ail that relates to
mankiond, past, present at d fulure, and
agitation thereon stire the soul to Its
inmost depths. Such agltatior, there-
fore, 88 I8 in harmony wlith the divine
-avill {s thal only which produces peace,
Jharmony snd brotherly love. That
which yields{ruitci an oppnelte nature
dscontrary to the spirit and genius oi
the Gospel of Christ, Not belog goc-
fined to the temporalities of mortal
dife, true religion overshadows and
absorbs all other toplos that concern
mnan,and it purity and power transcend
.all otherconslderationsin time and eter-
mnity. Viewed (rom this standpoint it
s to thoughtiul, conslderate,devolional
Aeople s matier far too sacred to be
dreated s a foothal]l whore fortunes and
destiny are to be determlped by the
player who can kiok with greatest force
or deliver the most oleverly directed
Jolows.

The prineiples of the Gospel and
authority in the Cbhurch of Christ are of
.@such grave impoftance to mankind
that self-jnterest demands for them the
.most carefal sorutiny and inguiry,
even lo the extent Lhatthey be re.
4juired to present to the believer the
highest evidence of divine authem
tioity—that of direct testimony from
the Almighty. But debate iz not
Inguiry; ocontentiows disoussion Is
not investigation) submitting the con-

.plusjfons of au argumentative conteat

to the decision of a board of Hnpite
judges is not obtaining & divine and in-
tinite witness of the right. Thrilling elo-
quenge, impasriocned oratory of subtle
argument never made of the wrong
u righ!; nor does their ab:ence make ol
a aingle truth an error. The relative
positlons of good and evil are not
nltered by the forensic abllity of advc-
oates; and the immutable plan of saiva-
tion and divine authority to mect there-
in sre unchenged by the prejudices or
acholarship of wmen. The spirlt of
inguiry, of investigation, of searching
for light and knowledge, mnJd of
expounding and prociaiming the prin-
giples of truth and percuading and
leading men and women thereto, is of
(zod. 'The disposition tu ccurt cor-
tentious, snd sometimes angty, diccui-
gion, to challenge to debate wherein
pnot the vindication of truth but the
triumph of one or other of the contend-
ing parties in the argument is the only
objeot sought or wbich oan be aitalned,
is an inspiration of the evll one, ana
fAnds no approval in the Goepel plau or
tbe genius of Chrlstianity. Buob a
proceeding belpg in ite very nalure an
assault upun otbers, its inception 1s
in mn desire, not to convince people of

the truth, but to bring supposed
antagonists 1nic contumely or eub.
jection by a mensure of force,

and therefore is but a modiflcation of
that spirit which, under the gulse of
religion, 80 often has lit the fires ol
perscoguti n snd has fllled maoy a
martyr’s tomb,

The Church of Jesus Christ of Liniter-
day Saints was organized in this die-
pensation by direct command of the
Almighty, given through the Prophet
Joseph Bmith. [t was set up by the
Gud ot heaven, ‘shalli never be
destroyed,’”’ and ‘shall not bLe left
to other people.”? Its Aposties, like
the A postles of old, were ghosen of the
Lord aod ordained, that they *“should
go and bring forth fruit,® and that

their *hult should remain.” Qi
ite Counoll of Apostles the Lord
said, in & revelation given Lthrough

the Prophet Joseph Bmith, st Nauvoo,
January 19, 1841, *‘I give unto you my
servant Brighem Young, lo be n Prest-
dent over the Twelve traveling Couc-
oll, which Twelve hold the keys to
open up the authorlty of wy kingdom
upon the four corpers of the eamrth,
and after that lo eend my word to
every creature.’’ President Wilferd
Woodruff was a member of the Courn-
cil at that time. Tbhe keys of the ap-
thority spoken of yet remsain with and
are  exerolsed by the Council of
A postles,

The Liord made no blunder in organ-
izing theChurch. His work was not done
40 badly that a few yearslater a ‘‘reor-
gunization?’ had to be eflected by men,
and lesst of all by apostates and se-
geders (rnm the true fold, in order to
get the work right, The origioally
organized Church—*%the only true ang
living Church upon the face of the
whole earth*—stili exists and prospers,
and will ¢ontinue to do so. There is
0o question with its officers or mem-
bera as to the validity of its authority.
This was one reason why, in the con-
test for the Temple lot in Jackson

couoly, the Church took no part, being
conlent to await the due time of the
Lord for the restoration of that proper-
ty to its rightful ownpership, The
authorities were not in the business of
submitting any ingulry asto the genu-
ineness of the Churchh to a human
collrt, especially one presided over by
a Missouri judge. A higher Judge
already hed passed upon that guestion.
It is beyond the domain of human ad-
judication. The certificated Judgment
is in the situation and condition of the
Latter-day Salnts whose present abid-
ing placeis in the vales of the Roocky
Mountaine, They alone are fulftlling
the destiny marked out for tke Church
in the prophetic declarationg of Pres!-
dent Joseph Bmith, Its martyred
Prophet, io Iaboring according to the
revealed Gospel plan for the salvetion
of the living aod the redemption of the
Jdesd, Regarding the movements of
the Baints, one of bls pre iictions, made
during a visit to Montrose, Iows, and
recorded in his jourual of August 8,
1842, reads as follow::

[ had a conversation with a pam-
ber of the brethren in the shade of the
building on the subject 01 our persecu-
tions in Missouri, and the congétant an-
poyance which has followed ussince
we were driven from that state. I
prophesied that the SBalnts would con-
tinue to suffer much affliotion snd
would be driven to the Rocky Moun-
tains, many would apostatize, others
would be put to death by their perse-
outors, or lose their lives in oonse- .
quence of exposure and dlsease, and
gome of vou will live Lo go and assist
in making settlements and build oltiea
and see the Bajnts become a mighty

people in the midat of the Rooky
Mountains. ”?
Qccaslonally Elders have been

preased oclosely by ohallenges to de-
bate, and have fejt that they should
acoept such challenges lest by declin-
ing they hring disoredit on the gause
they represent. If a oase ocours tnat
teally is of such lmportance as that, It
is ot sufficlent importance to refer to
the presiding authorities for instruc-
tlons what to do, and the inspiration of
the Lord will indipate the procedure to
be fullowed. But on no accoun: should
an Elder be the challenging party.

Nor should he consent tv submit
the walidity of Church authority
to humanp judgment, or the
principles of the Gospel to any

other 1est than that which is glven by
the Head of the Churoh, the Lord
Jesus, when He anid to ihe Jews,*"My
dootrine i3 not mine, but His that sent
me, If any man will do His will, he
wili know of the dootrin®, whether it
he of God, or whether I speak of my-
self.?? The Elders of the Churoh are
pot oalled to teach their own wlil or
doctrine, but to deliver the message of
pesce and salvation which Christ the
Lord has given them, and to Him
must they look for its vindication and
confirmation,

PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG.

The early dawn of the present gen-
tury witoessed the birth of many
noble spirite, endowed with superior

intellect and destined to glve per-
petual form to the events of the age, in
accordance with their own genius.

Whatever changesand oataolyams may



