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Pl.;bég]DENT GEORUE (). CANNOXN,

opes and antigipations of the
L&Elzgr-l:m';' Salnts are probably dif-
ferent from those of any other people
in Christendom, if not In the world.
We are looking forward, as Elder Pen-
rose has said, to the time when prim-
itive conditions will be restored; when
we shall have paradise on earth, when
will be restored to the earth,
when Satan will be bound, when a
reign of rightcouness will be ushered
in, when sin will be banlshed from the
tace of the earth, when what has
been termed Millennial glory will be
ushered in. we anticipate that this
will be brought about not entirely by
the Lord's intervention, bur: by man,
directed by the Lord, laboring to ac-
complish thesc results. I do not know
any other peaple on the face of the
earth who Indulge 1n these anticlpa-
tions, or who expect these resuits te
be brought about in the manner Iy
which we do. It is generally thought
that this will be dome by the miani-
festation of God's power, independent
almost of human agency and efTort;
but we have been taught that we ure
the chiidren of God, and that He works
out His results by alding His chlldren,
teaching them. and having them exer-
clse thelr agency in the direetion that
He points out. This being the case,
we should take to heart the inatiuc-
tions we have received, and real.
fze that the Lord has given unto us
a mission, and that we are called upon
to exert our utmost abillties to ac-
complish the ends that have been
predicted. I think if all of us would
do this, and teel that the accomplish-
ment of these results depends upon us.
individually as well as collectively, it
would have the effect to stimulate us
and to stir us up to great diligence.
I believe that those of us who will not
labor to accomplish these ends will be
removed from the midst of the Lat-
ter-day Saints. I do not belleve that
people can stay In this Church, as the
end approaches, and remain inactive,
indolent, Indifferent. and sinful. God
has called us to do this work: and
when He calls men, as We have seen,
to go on missions to accomplish cer-
tainm results in the preaching of the
Gospel, iIf they do not labor in that
missglon as they should do, He takes
His Spirit from them.- So also, hav-
fng this great mission asslpned to us,
and it belng made incumbent upon us,
and having received charge concern-
Ing it. if we do not geek to accownplish
that mission, the Lord will withdraw
Hig Holy Bpirit trom us. He will not
permit us to go on and live lives of
indifference and sinfulness in regard to
His work. It !s individual salvatlon
that 18 to be accomplished. If 1 am
saved, apd if Batan Is bound
as I am c¢oncerned, It must
doing that which God requires at my

as far'
be by my '

e my agency, If T am determlined to
listen to Satan and to be influeneed by
his spirit, He will suffer me, in the
exercise of my agency, to do that.
But I must take the consequences of
thus doing. We see that illustrated in
the history of Ahel apd Caln. Caln
loved Satan more than God and he
listened to him: he beeame the servant
of Satan, to the extent of doing that
which he required of him. Now, he
could have done otherwise: he could
have done as Abel did; but he chose
to do differently, and he had to endure
the consequences of his conduct.

We talk about Satan being bound.
Satan will be bound by the power of
God; but he will be bound also Ly the
determination of the people of God
not to listen to him, not to be gov-
erned by him. The Lord wiil not bind
him and take his power from the earth
while there are men and women will-
ing to be governed by him. That is
contrary to the plan of salvation. To
deprive men of their agency Is con-
trary to the purposes of our God.
There was A time on this continent,
of which we have an account, when
the pecople were so righteous that
Satan did not have power among them.
Nearly four generatlons passed away
in righteousness. They llved in purity,
and died without =sin. That was
through their refusal to yield to Batan.

It iz pot recorded that Satan had no

power [n other parts of the earth
during that period. According to all
higtory that we have {n our pusses-
slon, Satan had the same power over
men whe were willing to listen to

thim. But in this land he did not have
i power, and he wan llterally bound, I
" belleve that this will be the case In the

i millenpium:; and | reason upon it
as I do upon that happy condition
that 18 described in the record of

which I rpeak. I expect that before

‘ S8atan is fully bound the wicked will

be destroyed. You are famillar with the
history which the Book of Mormon
gives of that period. There was a
great destruction among the people.
The Lord visited them In a most ter-
ribie manner. Dreadful calamities fell
upon them, and the wicked were liter-
ally wiped out, just a8 much s the
antedeluvian world was wiped out by
the fiood. That wicked generation
was completely extirpated, and those
only were left who were righteous. I
look torward to the same kind of
destructions preceding the glorious
events that will take place in the near
future. The earth will be visited by
fire, President Smith yesterday told
us that “he that is tithed shall not be
burned (at His coming.”) I believe that
there will be literal fire come upon the
earth, and calamities and destrue-
tions of 80 universal a character that
the earth will be burned, ro to speak,
80 that there will be but few men
left. If the covering could be taken
off our ¢lty, and of the citles of the
world—I would not compare our clty
to many; but even if it were talken off
our city, we who are here today would
be appalled at the gight. The abomi-
nations and secret wickedness that are

' be.

truding themnscives among us. Un-
speakable practices are creeping in
They are varled in character. If we
spoke of them at all, we would have to
disguise their abominable character,
In our own nation, and in the na-
tions of the earth, there is a condition

of things that, If we knew of it,
would appall us. Let me ailude to one
instance.

In England a short time ago a man
who had posed in soclety as a man of
culture and of taste, and who lectured
upon esthetlcs, wans found to be guilty
of 2 most abominable erime—a erime
for which under the old !aw the pen-.
alty was death; a crime which was
practiced by the natlons of old, and
caused God to rommand thelr destruc-
tion and extirpation. This crime was
proved against thls man, and some of
his associates were what are called
noblemen. He was sent to prison. His
term of imprisopment having expired,
he comes from prison, and is now en-
gaged, 1t 1s so published, In writing a
hook, and, we suppose {3 recelved
inte soclety, though gulity of this
nameless ¢rime. And s this common?
If we may believe that which 18 told
to us, without going into researches
ourselves, it and other kindred wicked-
ness, ia far too common. The same
sim that caused the utter destruction
of Sodom nnd Gomorraht This and’
other awvominable ecrimes are being
practiced. Iow will these be stopped?
Only by the destruction of those who
practice them. Why, if a 1ittle nest of
them were left that were gullty of
these things, they would soon corrupbt
others, as some are being corrupted
among us. In coming to these moun-
tains we hoped to find a place where
we  could llve secluded from the
abominations of Habylon. But here
in this seciuded place wickedness in-
trudes itself, and is practiced im this
land which we have dedicated to the
Lord as o land of Zlon! How can thils
be stopped? Not whlle those who
have knowledge of these flithy crimes
exist. The only way, according tu all
that I can understand as the word
of God, is for the Lord to wipe them
out, that there will be none left to
perpetuate the knowledge of these
dreadful practices among the children
of men. And God will do It, as sure
as He has spoken by the mouths of

His prophets. He will destroy the
wicked, and those who Will be left
will be like the Nephites after the

wicked were all kllled off; they Wwere
richteous men and women who lived
for over two hundred years according
to the law of heaven.

The duty that devolves upon us Is
to live pure ourselves, and to have
our chlldren live lives of purity. There
l= too mtch looseness aMmMonNg us.
Much as we are taught concerning
virtue, we.occasionally hear of acts
thai cause us the greatest paip-—
young people indulging In unvirtuous
actions; children horn two, three, and
four months earller than they should
It is an extraordinary condition
that the first children of some mar-



