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THE NOBLEST RULE OF LIFE

there isia no life however low
or hhumbleamble in its birth

that may vnotot from its store bestone
some brightness oer the earth

the tiniest star though far away
rothdoth send an offer lagug down

and helps by its tremulous golden ray
the brow of night to crown

the riverriter hastening to the sea
with all its gathered treasures

yields up offerings full and free
their worth it never measures

thus nature proves in many a way
the noblest rule of living

would ye receive then day by day
increase thy store by giving

ziona herald

NAZARETH

Wanazarethzareth is undoubtedly the
most important town in the re-
gion of galileogalilee it is notdot very far
from jezreel or nain
mount tabor can always be seen
from the neighboring hills A few
hours of rough travel brings one to
where the ruins of capernaumCapernaurn re-
ceive the whispered messages and
the hoarse warnings of the sea of
galileo in the general intine
the approach to nazareth is from
the south the last day before
reactreachingling it mount gilboabilboa is passed

oithen villages beai the plains of
jezreel and of Eadraelon are visited
and the effort is made to the
last two hours in crossing over to
the west in the hhopeope of reaching
nazareth by eveeveningning A more en-
joyable way Isie to hhaltalt for the night
on the western border of the plain of
EsdraFedraelonelon and next morning long
before daylight to make the climb
up to nazareth on foot such a
delightful walk will ever be remem-
bered intheif the underundertaking9 bcdocdoccursurs at
the proper season the bright stars
shimmering overhead will keep
hope sustained while the moon
falling lower and lower and see-
mingly moving backward holds out
its silvery torch and indicates the
way by kindling beacons upon the
mountains ahead or by tipping the
crags with tender light and sending
a tremulous glow through the
ravinesJines to cheer the traveler and to
restreet his hearthearl

the way is scarcely more than a
bridle path sometimes and often so
steep as to cause even the sure
footed syrian horse to falter a mo-
ment while he chooses the course
through miniature valleys and
along narrow passes it goes until
the precipitous ridge which pro-
tects nazareth on the east is gaigainedned
the ascent from the plain is about
one thousand feelandfee tand rough enough
to test the mettle of an expert and
ambitious alpine climclimberbet at the
early morning hour the curtains of
mist hang low sometimes these
veils are so thin as to reveal softly
and clearly the modeling of the
scenes beyond them now as the
morning glow comes on the little
cultivated terraces are seen hanging
upon the sides of the hills like
orchids upon a wall some shep-
herds

shep-
herd home is sure to be near them
and occasionally the tinkling bell of
a nervous sheep or goat is heard
followed by the reassuring tones of
his wakeful guardianguard laa that how-
ever is all that disAlsdisturber until
nazareth is very near then cross-
ing the ridge already referred to
there as its last incline reaches by
sharp pitches into a narrow plain
is nazarethone of the best views of the city
Isia to be had from the campanile of
the church of the annunciation
and when the air is clear the sight
is among the finest in all palestine
peculiar sensations play upon the
mind in such a place as this it
does not seem as though the view
could always be so grand it must
be that nature has arranged to make
the scene unusually beautiful en-
trancing and overpowering for the
occasion the rocks the woods the
torrents the sloping sides of the
hills the villages and towns are
distinctly visible small but clearly
defined and the summits of the
mountains which appear so threat-
ening from below now seem like
the furrows of a plowed field or the
terraced sides of an individual
neighboring hill not until the
bell of the old gray convent dis-
turbs the illusion can this strange
sense be shaken on

any one walking round about
nazareth will come upon two re-
minders of the days when jesus

preached in their synagogues
throughout all galilee one of
these is the present jewish popular

tion the other the remains of some
of thet e very synagogues referred to
the palestine jew wears a long
dark coat and a fur lined cap of pe-
culiar form not unlike the modern

tarntam OyOShanter in shape hishia
love locks are long at each temple
his brow bushy his hair and beard
frequently red his eyes as often
blue his skin pale and his flesh looks
bloodless he appears to be almost
as much in ruin as the synagogues
are how different all was whenjesus touched the leper and how
like a torch that touch serve to setget
afire the inflammable hatred of the
pharisee causing it to burst into fu-
rious flames of imprecation and ac-
cusationcusa tion then howbow son the blas-
phemerphem erP became the topic of gene-
ral conversation this man who had
never attended a house of instruc-
tion and who had not even asked
for a certificate showing the right to
teach people of all classesblames
congregated upon their roofs or in
their courts then and disputed about
the great healer even in the khansahans
travelers to and fro were involved in
the popular discussion while they
sipped their wine and questioned
the natives as to the prospect of the
grape crop in lebanon and east of
the jordan even herod became
so forgotten that he grew alarmed
more so than when he first heard

the voice of one crying in the wil-
dernessderness already the pharisee had
been heard to hiss when he saw the
image of the roman emperor upon
the golden coin which he dropped
into the synagogue tritreasuryabury when
a copper eolncoin bearing the name of
the hated emperor was ostentatious-
ly thrown at the despised leper itft
was done with a gesture of con-
tempt that made iliahis own blood
feverish and oftentimes puzzled
him to decide whom he most hated
jesus or herod more than this
men whom jesus had won preached
more zeal for a nation whose people
were only the slaves and mercen-
aries of herod and advised the lift-
ing of israels banners with the
breaking of the yoke of the godless
roman then when jesuaJesus entered
their synagogues they hastened as
in a race to secure places where they
could be near him hear his ad-
dresses and feed their curiosity or
gatherather comfort from his revelationsanlyonly their ruined synagogues re-
main to prove the turmoil


