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THE EDITOR'S COMMENTS.

GENERAL CONFERENCE,

The Sixty-cighth Annual Conference
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day 8ainis will convene in the Tab-
ernacle, Salt Lake City, at 10 a. m.
Wednesday, April 6th, 1898. All officers
and members of the Church are Invited
20 be present.

WILFORD WOODRUFF,
GEORGE Q. CANNON,
JOSEFPH ¥. SMITH,

' First Presidency.

Seventies' Conference, in Assembiy
Hall, Friday evening, April 8th,

Genera! Priesthood meeting, in Tab-
ernacle, Baturday, April 9th, at 10 a. m.

Deseret Sunday School Union meet-
ing, in Tabernacle! Sunday, April 10th,
at 7 p. m, ¥

=L

UNE BAPTISM.

A correspondent from Bonneterre,
Mc., writing to the “News,' siates that
he accepts the doctrines of the Latter-
day 8aints in some purticulars, and
asks for further informatlon regarding
baptism for the remission of sins. It
appears to him, he says. thatl the New
Testament mentions three separaté and
‘distinet baptlsms, and that not water
baplism but “the blood of the new
covenunl"” is given for the purpose of
the remission of sins. The slubject il
one upon which the New Testament ls
very clesr, and the cornfusion regarding
the' baptismal rite, existlng in the
wgrld, 1s all the move sirange.

1t is tfuc encugh that.ilie word bap-
tiam 13 used In the Scriptures ln more
than one senge. We read of haptism
in the Holy Ghost, and in fire, und our
Lord refers to Hls sufferings op Cal-
vary-as a “baplism.” But the primary
meaning of the term ls the immerkion,
in water-in accordance with the com.
milssicn glven 10 the Church by its di-|
vine ¥Founder. . That is the s¢nse |
which the word is emiployed most’ fre-
quentty, and jn that sense there is,
as the author of the letter to the
Ephesians declares, only one bhaptism,

]

as there is one faith, one Lord. omer
hope. .
* Of the slgnification of this ordinance

the Scriptures speak with no uncertaln

gound. It i8 *“for the remlssion ot
sins” (Acts 2: 38); “wash away thy
sing" (Acts 22: 16); we are baptizead

“Into our Lord" (Gal. 3: 27); "Iinto His
death,” His “grave'” (Rom. 6: 3, 4; Col.
2: 12): “ralsed with Him"' (Col. 2: 13};
“olothed with Christ” (Gal. 3: 27); It
18 saving "by the answer of a good
consaclence” (I Pet. 3: 21}. The Church
is “ganctified and cleanged by the laver
of the water” (Eph. 5: 26}, The fun
damental idea in all these expresslons
iz thal the act of baptism is the di-
viding line between the old and the
new life in the experience of the be-
Heving and repentant sinner. It s
to the tndividdal what the passage
through the Red sea was lo anchent
Jarael, after the liberallon from slav-
ery, It cannot be better expressed
than by the words of Inapired authors,
that it Is “for the remission of sins™
since, If rightly performed and accept-
ed {n faith, the ordinance is the seal
of God upon the act of justification, by
whieh past 8ina are forgiven, and the
recipjent emabled to lead an entirely

nei\\; life, in accorddnce with the divine
wil

Lately there has been a tendency to
gtudy the ordinances of the New Tesla-
ment in connectlon with those of previ-
ous dispensationa. It !s clear that one
of the functione of circumeision, for
fnstance, was to be a seal on the cov-
enant made with the progenitor of the
Hebrews. In analogy wlith this, it ap-
pears clearly that the Almighty in
haptism has instituted an ordinance
in which splritual blessilngs are given
to men and women, not to be obtained
in any other way, In the language of St.
Bernard:

“A ring t8 given for the ring's sake;
and there 18 no significance: it is given
to inveat an heir in some inheritance,
and It Is a sign. The recinlent ean in
that canse say, The rimg avails nothing,
but vet it is the inheritance which T
sought. In this manner the Lord,
drawing near Hjs paszsion, took means
g0 to invest His people In Hls grace,
that the Invialble grace might bhe
granted hy mome visible sign.”

This view seems to be well supporied
by the Bcriptures. It accounts for thy
immensurable importance of obediente
to the word of the Lord in rezgard to
baptism, both as applied to the livime
and the dead. and it shows why in the
nature of things the ordinance. unless

ndministered by one having divine au- century.

thority, and in the manner prescribed,
must
mony, a worthless imitatlon.
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DEFECT IN THE LAW,

In the town of Richfield, Bevler
county:, there has z'ecently_occurred an
iliustration showing how the vicious
propensitiee of a vile wretch may he
suted by the perpetration of a gross oul-
rage fipon any number of respectahie
citizens, without ' placing him within
thie reach of the law in any manner or
degree; and, how Justiceican be ad-
ministered to a miscrenni only by ex-
poBing to legul péualties the pegson
who performs the good work,

The “News" yesterday {(Thursday}
contained a reference to the publication
in the Richfield Advocate of the 9th
inst. of matter grossly insulling o a
numnber of the best families
place. On the day following the ap-
pearance of the artlele, so it is re-
ported, “.loh_n Meteer, editor of the Ad-
Vocate, was In- the act of leaving the
post.oflce with an armful of majl mat-
ter, when a lady of fine physique and
the courage of her convictions, who
was one of the vietims of the fou) and
brutal attack that had appeared in the
paper named, gave him a ringing glap
in the face, following tt up with a suc-
cesslon of blows rapidiy and vigorous-
1y dellvered. N

Word comes from Rlichfield that the
lady !s to he arrested, The “News" has
the greatest reapect for the law, and
degires to see It maintained and vin-
dicated at a!ll times, TUndoubledly the
lady vlolated it, and if the unspeak-
able perpetrator. of the outrage that
provoked her shall appear in court and
prosecute her and make out a casme
against her, let not the court or jury
hesltate to convict her. |

But let her punishment be fixed at a
fine in the sum of one’ cent, and then
let her fellow cltizens take up a collec-
tion to defray the cost of a sultable
medal to be given to her for her bray-
ery in defending hy the only means in
her power to employ—phyeical force—
her own good name and the honor of tha
tamily of which she is a membher. Let
the law take its course and let all Iis

be regAarded as an emply cere-

in the,

formg and requirements be
with. But let there alip he c:urgv?“:g
expression of public opinion ;
j.lusth to all concerned. _
That the law should protect
ought to punish with extreme :;?:r:tr‘fi}l;t
and that 1t should punish where It
ought to proteet, as in the Richfield
episode, shows a grave defect {n It
which legislative wisdom has not been
able to remedy, But publle opinion
may, and in this e¢ase should, make
_iamends tor the imperfections in the
AW,

BPAIN TN AMERIUA.

The conditions prevailing in the Cen-
:tral American republies would wun-
doubtedly be duplicated in Cuba should
that {sland become Independent, ns now
seems probable. The Central Ameri-

can states for nearly three cenluries
formed a part of the Bpanish empire
and had no independent role In the his-
tory ef the world. Then they broke
loose and plunged Intp the naelstrom
of revoiutjon, from which they, have
never beep able (0 eMmerge., Plunder-
Ilng dictators” have followed each other
in rapid successlon; trade languishes
and the people remaln poor and ig-
norant In the midst of wealth and the
luxuries of a tropical nature. Roads
" hardly ex!st; forced loans and military
exactions are the order of the day
iand it is heleved the popuiation of
ithe isthmus today i8 lesa numerous
than it was at the beginning of the

A noteworthy fact i8 that there are
so many aborigines in Central America.
About two-thirds of the entive popula-
tion is #aid to be-pure Indiang, a:gen-
tie. docile race, industrious and living
thuch In the Bame Way as their. ahs

!9cntora did, when'the country' wasg first
setlled by the Spaniards. 'The others
are § mixed race, Whiteand Indian
exhiblting generally the vices of both.
These arc thé rulets of the countries
the well-to-doy &and the ingligators of

. the rev&lutions. ° y .

The fhct that 20 many pure [
still exist in theCentral Amerlch,nlﬁ}ﬂg:
js pointed out as an  evidence that
8panish rule, whalever can he said
against' 1t. ha# at least not result
in the extermination 0f the natives, as
is in many instances " the casze in
countries brought under Anglo-Saxon
influence. - The fact 18 thal the Span-
ish adventurers were religious {n their
wayY. _ They were accompanied by
priesls who bapfized the heathen that
could be persuaded t0 submit to the
rite, and when thils was erformed,
the chureh recognized the richt of her
newly adoptled children to protection
and treated them as equals In many re-
gpects with the conquerors.The Spanish
women remained At home. and the
seitlers mingled freely with the nativea
and planted thelr homes in their midst.
Thus It happened that in all Spanish-

Ameriea a large propotiion of
the peopie remains as it
was, an Lo race, when first

dlacovered. Five-sixths of the people of
Cuatemala and about one-half Qr MeXi-
eo are said to he Indidn.

If the quentlon were to ity 8pain he-
fore the bar of civilization on a charge
of cruelty against native races on this
continent, and her acts were to be com-
pared with those of other countries In
the sixteenth century in America, or
tn Afrlea at the present time, the ver-
dict would not be entirely against the
defendant. Her mistake at present as
regards Cuba seems (o be this: that,
reallzing  her Inablilty to hold the
{sfand by eivilized methods, she has re-
soried to the extremely revolting policy
of starving thousands of innocent peo-
‘ple 10 death, to induce the rebels to
lay down thelr arms. Thils, more than
anything elze, has turned the sympathy
of a Egreat r'\atIOn for the Cubans and



